
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

   Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

         Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                       Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 26, 2020 

  



 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Fish and fishing, in one way or another, have played a large part 

in the cultural life of Christianity. From Jesus calling his first 

apostles, to the early Christian symbol of the fish representing 

Christ, to eating fish on a Friday, fish have been involved.  In the 

time of the apostles, cured fish was a great delicacy and there 

was a curing factory at Magdala, home of Mary Magdalene, on the 

Sea of Galilee.  This raises the ironic possibility that cured fish 

from the Sea of Galilee may have ended up on the dining tables of 

the Roman elite.  Some of the Romans were converted to the 

apostolic preaching while others persecuted the apostles.  

Imagine Pontius Pilate or Herod eating fish caught by Peter, 

James and John!  The fish sauce so loved by the Romans, called 

garum, was consumed in great quantity. 

Fish has also always been considered as good for the brain. This 

certainly seems true of St. Thomas Aquinas, who, while he was 

teaching in Paris, was given a barrel of fish a week by King Louis 

IX.  On his deathbed, far from the sea, Thomas asked for some 

fresh herring, his favourite fish, and lo and behold, a fishmonger, 

who normally had nothing but sardines, turned up at the 

monastery door with precisely that item.  

It is no accident, then, that Jesus chooses his first apostles from 

among fishermen.  Everything that the Lord does has relevance for 

our salvation.  The very act of casting nets and gathering in speaks 

of the role of the apostle.  Our Lord is also sanctifying the work of 

the disciples, and, on a practical level, he is choosing men who 

were physically tough, used to dealing with sudden storms on the 

Sea of Galilee.  Soon after, he chooses Matthew, who would be 

able to read and write fluently, just the sort of man who would be 

able to record things accurately.  In his teaching Jesus also uses 

the image of the shepherd a great deal.  Indeed, when he confirms 

Peter as the head of the apostles, he does so with the threefold 

command of “feed my sheep”.  So the world of work in general, is 

sanctified by the teaching of the Lord, and the work of fishing, 

shepherding and drawing up accounts is especially favoured in his 

imagery. 

However, today’s Gospel Lesson also alludes to the times when 

our work is not going so well, and when remedial work is 

necessary.  When Jesus sees James and John, they are in their 

boat, mending their nets.  On one level, they are simply carrying 

out a routine task.  On another level, the scene might represent all 

those times when our work grinds to a halt, the nets are broken, 

the wheels come off.  This happens in our wider lives as well.  In a 

fallen world, a lot that we do can seem futile or can end in failure. 

However, whatever our line of work, whatever skills we have, 

whatever talents we have, we can recognise them, first of all, as 

gifts of God.  These are, at the same time, our own works and our 

own gifts and talents.  The two are not in competition.  God can 

take what we have naturally, and raise it up to a supernatural level 

by His power.  This is a very important and basic element in all 

authentic Christian reflection.  God’s grace builds up and perfects 

all that is natural; it does not override or short-circuit it.  Because 

everything created is already loved and kept in being by God, it is 

already good.  God can raise up any natural thing to become even 

better by God’s power.  This is especially true of us human 

beings.  Even though we are fallen and damaged, we are still 

basically good.  God can heal us of our weaknesses and raise us 

up to be great instruments of His grace.  This happens especially 

in the sacraments.  In the sacraments we see the ordinary 

elements of our world, water, bread, oil, wine, human words and 

human gestures, all being raised up to become channels of 

supernatural life. 

So when we see Jesus choosing the humble Galilean fishermen, 

and the despised tax collector Matthew, we can be encouraged 

that all of us have a part to play in building up the kingdom of God.  

God loves everything He has created, and holds it lovingly in 

being. God also gives it the great privilege of sharing in His own 

redeeming power. 

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling 

(908) 754-8812, or by sending an email message to 

stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits to arrange intentions 

are always welcomed. 

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely—visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion.   

                         

                            May God always be pleased with us! 

                      Monsignor Michael  

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 25 

  5:00PM  Erasma Mitrano r/o Terry Garatino  

Sunday, January 26 - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:00AM  People of the Parish 

 10:00AM  Michael Chisari r/o Patricia & Ted Piontkowski  

Monday, January 27 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Tuesday, January 28 - St. Thomas Aquinas  

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Wednesday, January 29 

   7:300AM  No Intention Requested  

Thursday, January 30 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Friday, January 31 - St. John Bosco 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Saturday, February 1 

  5:00PM  Thomas Pizza r/o Mary Pizza 

Sunday, February 2 - Presentation of the Lord 

  8:00AM  People of the Parish 

 10:00AM  Arthur Kopacz r/o Peggy & John Moran 

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 

 

 

The SANCTUARY CANDLE may be lit at any time for 

a departed loved one or a living person. Call the 

Rectory for information.  

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

First Reading: Isaiah 8:23-9:3 - The people in darkness have 

seen a great light. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 - Paul urges the 

community at Corinth to be united as people baptized in Christ’s 

name. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23 - Jesus begins to preach in 

Galilee and calls his first disciples.  

 

 

Pope's Intentions for February  

That those who have material, political or spiritual power may 

resist any lure of corruption.  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Thanks to all of our parishioners for your continued support to 

our Parish.  

 

CHOIR INFORMATION 

Cantors/Song Leaders are sought to serve the Parish. Get 

information from our organist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome James Jr., son of James and Jennifer 

Coghlan, and Logan, son of Victor and Jade Marshall, both of 

whom were baptized here at St. Luke's on December 

15th.  May the flame of faith grow ever stronger in their 

hearts!  God bless!  

 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 

Court Regina Coeli #940 of the Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas will meet on Sunday February 9th at 2  p.m. in St. 

John's Auditorium. We are looking forward to many exciting 

activities.  Come and see what we do.  Dues are $25.00.  We 

look forward to women sharing more ways to help in the 

community and support those in need.  For more information 

please contact Beth Willoughby at bethlby72@verizon.net.    

 

 

"SUPER"  BOWL SUNDAY 

On Sunday, February 2nd, when the actual Super Bowl will be 

played, students in our entire Religious Education Program are 

asked to bring in a can of soup for the needy in our area. Drop 

off in Parish Center. This will be our Program's "Faith-In-

Action" Project. God Bless! 

 

 

CALLING ALL YOUTH! 

You are invited to spend the day celebrating God's love for 

you with your peers at the Diocesan Youth Day on  

Saturday, February 8th from  

1:30-7:30pm at St. Joseph High School  

145 Plainfield Ave., Metuchen. 

Bishop Checchio will preside at the Mass.  

It will be a day of fun, food, music 

prayer and reflection 

 

Open Houses for Catholic Schools Week 

Roselle Catholic High School  

350 Raritan Rd., Roselle  

 January 26, 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Koinonia Academy 

1040 Plainfield Ave, Plainfield 

January 26,  11:00am-2:00pm 

January 30,  9:00am-11:30am 

Holy Savior Academy 

149 So. Plainfield Ave., S. Plainfield 

January 26, 12:30-2:00pm 

 

 

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer 

 ‘Speak the Truth in a Million Voices. It is Silence That Kills.” 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by all the turmoil in our world? 

St. Catherine of Siena helps us find inspiration for these 

troubling times. Wednesday, February. 5, 7:00-9:00pm. ($20-

$30 as you are able) Presenter: Laura M. Arvin, OP Discover 

Scotl 

 

 

 

Although holding hands is a beautiful expression of people 

united in prayer, no one is required to hold hands. It is very 

fitting to pray the 'Our Father' with your palms lifted upward, or 

with your hands placed together in prayer. During the Sign of 

Peace, don't be offended, if someone chooses not  to shake 

hands with you. An appropriate gesture for those who are 

concerned about spreading the flu virus might be to strive for 

eye contact rather than physical contact.  You could clasp your 

hands together and bow gently to those around you, and with 

a smile say "Peace be with you", or "Peace of Christ".   

 

 

 

STRESS IN YOUR MARRIAGE? 

Do you feel lost, alone, or bored in your marriage? Are you 

frustrated, hurt, or angry with your spouse? Are you constantly 

fighting? Or do you simply shut down? Have you thought 

about separation or divorce? Does talking about it only make it 

worse? Retrouvaille is a Lifeline to help couples heal and 

renew their marriages. The program consists of a weekend 

experience for married couples (no group discussions) with six 

follow-up sessions. Upcoming Weekend: February 21-23, 

2020 For information and to register call Rich Colasuonno at 

(732) 236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno at (732) 672-0748 or 

email 3024@retrouvaille.org 

 

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME PLAY BINGO AND SUPPORT YOUR PARISH!! 

MONDAY GAMES BEGIN AT 7:30PM  

 

 

��������� 

 

 

MONDAY TEAM ASSIGNMENTS ARE:  

 

 

Monday, (7:30pm) - Team #4: Chris Palfy, Sue Ptack, Dan 

Moffitt, Karen Van Orden, Marlo Bellotti 

 

(KITCHEN: Please arrive by 6:00pm - kitchen opens at 

6:30pm) 

 

Kitchen Team #4: Nikki Carotenuto, Donna Kuzmenko  

 

 

 

��������� 

 

 

NO FRIDAY BINGO 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 



RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Luke’s, North Plainfield, NJ 04-1086

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

 Plan Ahead Today. Make it  
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place  
an ad today! sverbiest@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128


