
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

   Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

           Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                       Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2020 

  



 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Bruno Mars is a pop singer, born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii.  

One of his most famous songs is entitled “The Lazy Song”, which 

goes, “Today I don’t feel like doing anything, I just wanna lay in 

my bed.”  Perhaps there are times that we can all relate to those 

lyrics. 

Another big hit of his is called “Just the Way You Are”, which 

includes the lyrics, “When I see your face, there’s not a thing that I 

would change- ’cause you’re amazing just the way you are.”  

These lines are being sung by one lover to another.  The lover sees 

perfection in the countenance of the beloved.  What an incredible 

feeling to hear such words being sung to you; to have somebody 

care for you so much that there is nothing about you they would 

want to change. 

In the account of Jesus’ transfiguration that we find in today’s 

Gospel Lesson, Saints Peter, James and John have an 

experience of seeing Jesus as being truly amazing. They are able 

to recognize that he is amazing, for they contemplate him for who 

he really is.  On the mountain, Jesus shines as the true source of 

light that he is, and the Father affirms his delight in him and the 

trust he has placed in him. Naturally, recognizing that they are in 

the presence of God, the disciples are frightened and they fall on 

their faces, but they want to stay in that presence. “Lord,” St. 

Peter says, “it is wonderful for us to be here.”  Through Jesus’ 

transfiguration, the disciples see the true face of Jesus, and there 

is not a thing that they would change; for suddenly they know he 

is truly amazing just the way he is---that is to say, fully human and 

fully divine. 

The Father’s showing of Jesus for who he really is in the 

transfiguration is an encouragement for his disciples, and no less 

for Jesus himself, for what is lying ahead of them. The revealing of 

Jesus as the fulfilment of the law and the prophets, as seen 

through the appearance of Moses and Elijah, and the confirmation 

of who he is as the beloved Son, puts fresh heart into his followers 

and spurs Jesus on at a time when the cross will soon loom large.  

In time, following Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, the disciples 

will be able to look back, with the enlightenment of the Spirit, and 

recall the truth of this incredible encounter.  What happened on 

the mountain will be an inspiration for countless generations to 

come. 

Reflecting on today’s Gospel Lesson at this point in Lent is also 

an encouragement for us today to see who we really are as God’s 

amazing children.  The manifestation of God’s glory in Jesus is a 

gift to us to help us to see something that very often we find it 

hard to acknowledge---that in Christ we too are beloved sons and 

daughters of God.  After all, if we are honest with ourselves, few 

people see the real “us”.  We probably all wear different masks for 

different places---work, home, church.  Many of us are terrified of 

criticism and rejection.  We want to be in control; to be loved; to 

have approval and affirmation.  However, when we venture deep 

inside ourselves, we catch a glimpse of the people we truly are.  

We start to see ourselves as God sees us.  Once we remove the 

mask and reveal the real “us”, change happens.  All those 

negative things come into clarity, and our dreams become much 

clearer.  Once we take off our masks, others are bound to do the 

same, so that our genuineness and authenticity build a bridge 

from one person to another. 

We are God’s children---beautifully made as God’s unique 

creations; wonderfully designed to live a joyful life growing ever 

more into fullness.  St. Paul talks in his Letter to Timothy about the 

“Appearing of our saviour Jesus Christ”, in whom we have been 

given grace from the beginning of time.  We have been chosen; 

just as Abraham was singled out for great blessings, so too are 

we.  Lent is a perfect time to look beyond the surface and get in 

touch with our uniquely fashioned selves.  We all need to hear 

those words, “You’re amazing just the way you are.”  Jesus, 

transfigured and hearing how he is the Father’s Beloved, can 

speak those same words to our hearts today. 

May God always be pleased with us!      

Monsignor Michael  

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling 

(908) 754-8812, or by sending an email message to 

stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits to arrange intentions 

are always welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 7 

  5:00PM  Pauline Nigro r/o Swank & Nigro Family 

Sunday, March 8 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

Monday,  March 9 

   7:30AM  Deanne D’Armiento r/o Mary Jo Tyson 

Tuesday, March 10 

   7:30AM  Deanne D’Armiento r/o Pitone Family 

Wednesday, March 11 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Thursday, March 12 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Friday, March 13 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Saturday, March 14 

  5:00PM  Thomas Pizza r/o Gloria & Hector Smith  

Sunday, March 15 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 

 

 

The SANCTUARY CANDLE by the Tabernacle will 

burn this week for  Helen Auglar at the request of 

Loretta Willoughby.  

 

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a - God promises Abram a 

great blessing. 

Second Reading : 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 - Through God’s grace 

we are called to holiness. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 17:1-9 - Jesus is transfigured on 

the mountain in the presence of Peter, James, and John. 

 

Pope's Intentions for March  

Catholics in China: We pray that the Church in China may 

persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

March 1  -  $3,163 

Thanks to all of our parishioners for your continued support to 

our Parish.  

 

 

 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

We invite our children's participation for this enriching 

experience of Worship.  Our Children's Liturgy of the Word 

takes place during the 10am Mass each Sunday (except the 

second Sunday of the month) in the Church Hall.  The Liturgy 

of the Word is NOT a CCD Class or Sunday School.  The goal 

of this process is to meet the needs of the children by having 

them hear the same Sunday Readings with an explanation 

and an activity so as to understand at their level.  This will 

better bring each child into an active and conscious 

participation of the worship of the entire community.  After the 

General Intercessions, the children return to their families for 

the continuation of the Mass.  ** Have them join us for this 

LENTEN Season!  (No registration necessary) 

 

 

 

St. Luke's new group, "Bible Study - Sacred Scripture: 

From the Mind to the Heart." will be meeting on the second 

and fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 pm in the Parish 

library. In this group, we will read scripture, explore its 

meaning, share how it relates to our daily lives and how it 

influences each of us spiritually. Light refreshments will be 

provided.  

You can contact Kathy Moncelsi at kcelsi@gmail.com / (848) 

219-2385 for more information or to sign up. Walk-ins are 

always welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the second Sunday of Lent, we move from Jesus’ 

retreat to the desert to his Transfiguration. Each year on 

the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ 

temptation in the desert. On the second Sunday of Lent 

each year, we hear the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration. 

The story of Jesus’ Transfiguration is told in the three 

Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In each of 

those Gospels, the Transfiguration follows Jesus’ first 

prediction of his death and his teaching about the costs of 

discipleship. Jesus’ Transfiguration is a promise of Jesus’ 

glory, his Resurrection. 

On a mountain in today’s reading, a voice affirms that 

Jesus is God’s Son in words reminiscent of the voice at 

Jesus’ baptism. In addition, the appearance of Moses and 

Elijah on the mountain connects this story with God’s 

relationship to the people of Israel. Moses and Elijah 

represent the Law and the Prophets, respectively. Together 

with Jesus, they represent God’s complete Word. 

The Transfiguration occurs in the presence of just three of 

Jesus’ disciples: Peter, James, and John. In Matthew’s 

Gospel, those disciples are among the first whom Jesus 

calls. The three men are identified as an “inner circle” 

among Jesus’ disciples when Jesus asks them to 

accompany him to the Garden of Gethsemane just before 

his arrest. 

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer  

Eucharistic Hour of Prayer. Participate in the Evening Prayer 

of the Church in a contemplative setting. Includes time for 

Centering Prayer. Each Thursday from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

 

 

AMAZING POSSIBILITIES 

Amazing things happen! Join Matthew Kelly and the team 

for another incredible journey through our BEST LENT 

EVER daily video reflections. 

It is not what you give up. It's who you become! You've got 

40 days. Who will you become? 

Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Amazing 

 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to follow 

Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of the old ways 

that we may have to struggle to leave behind might be 

materialism, selfishness and greed. Yet God promises to show 

us a new land and a better way to live. Remember what St. 

Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call us to be 

successful, God calls us to be faithful.” 

 

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE 

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or 

anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know 

someone who was, you are encouraged to report that abuse to 

law enforcement and/or by contacting the Diocesan Response 

Officer at (908) 930-4558 (24 hrs/7days a week). 

For more information on how to report abuse, visit our 

Diocesan website: 

https://diometuchen.org/report-a-suspected-abuse.�

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 
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COME PLAY BINGO AND SUPPORT YOUR PARISH!! 

MONDAY GAMES BEGIN AT 7:30PM  

 

 

��������� 

 

 

Monday, (7:30pm) - Team #1:  Eileen Walsh, Ed Chasse, 

Lauren Zinsky, John Hynes, Marjorie Alarcon 

 

(KITCHEN: Please arrive by 6:00pm - kitchen opens at 

6:30pm 

 

Kitchen Team #1: Carol Chasse, Carolyn Stallone 

 

 

 

��������� 

 

NO FRIDAY BINGO 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Luke’s, North Plainfield, NJ 04-1086

 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


