
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

   Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

           Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                       Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

March 15, 2020 

  



 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 

Mother Teresa---now canonised by the Church as St Teresa of 

Calcutta---felt that our greatest suffering is not our need or 

weakness itself, but the feeling of uselessness, of being 

worthless, unappreciated and unloved.  She felt there is a voice in 

our culture that insists that only the beautiful and “successful” are 

loveable.  She loved the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman, 

feeling that the Samaritan woman symbolises our human poverty 

and yet the possibility of salvation.  As a Samaritan the woman 

was an outcast and she was also a public sinner, losing her 

dignity as a person, and yet she had a life-changing encounter 

with Jesus. 

In a letter to her Missionaries of Charity at Easter 1993, referring 

to the story of the Samaritan woman, Mother Teresa wrote:  

“Jesus wants me to tell you again how much is the love he has for 

each one of you---beyond all you can imagine. Not only that he 

loves you; even more---he longs for you.  He misses you when 

you don’t come close.  He thirsts for you.  He loves you always, 

even when you don’t feel worthy.  Why does Jesus say, ‘I thirst’?  

What does it mean?  It is something so hard to explain in words.  

‘I thirst’ is something much deeper than just Jesus saying, ‘I love 

you’.  Until you know deep inside that Jesus thirsts for you, you 

can’t begin to know who he wants to be for you.  Or who he wants 

you to be for him.”  

We don’t know her name, but the Samaritan woman in today’s 

Gospel Lesson has the longest conversation recorded between 

Jesus and any person.  It was noon on a hot day.  Jesus, tired 

from travelling, chose a rest stop---Jacob’s well, outside the town 

of Sychar---while waiting for his disciples to fetch food.  The 

woman who joined him at the well was an outcast, looked down 

upon by her own people.  She came alone to draw water from the 

community well when, during biblical times, drawing water and 

chatting at the well was the social highpoint of many women’s 

day.  But this woman was ostracised and marked as immoral, an 

unmarried woman living openly with the sixth in a series of men. 

When this unnamed woman appeared with clay jar in hand, Jesus 

made a simple request: “Give me a drink.”  But Jews weren’t 

supposed to speak to Samaritans.  Men weren’t permitted to 

address women without their husbands present.  Rabbis had no 

business speaking to shady women such as this one.  Jesus was 

willing to ignore the rules, but the woman reminded him: “You are a 

Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?”  She focused on 

the laws of respectable society; Jesus focused on grace.  Jesus let 

her know he was aware of the suffering in her life.  Then to this 

woman Jesus revealed that he was the Messiah, offering the living 

water.  She forgot about her own need to fetch water, and ran to tell 

others about Jesus.  She became a powerful evangelist.  

Jesus’ ministering to the outcasts of Jewish society reveals that all 

people are valuable to God and that Jesus desires that we 

demonstrate love to everyone, including even our enemies.  Jesus’ 

mission to those who are lost is a radical commission: it means 

leaving our comfort zone and making ourselves vulnerable in order 

to love people who are different from us.  Great insights can come 

from those at the margins of society, who receive God’s message 

with humility, trust and joy.  The story of the woman at the well 

teaches us that God loves every one of us, especially those of us 

who feel ourselves undervalued and even worthless.  God values 

us all enough to actively seek us and engage with us.  The 

Samaritan woman understood what this means---to be wanted, to 

be cared for when no one, not even herself, could see anything of 

value in her. 

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely—visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion this past week.   

 

May God always be pleased with us!      

Monsignor Michael  

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling 

(908) 754-8812, or by sending an email message to 

stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits to arrange intentions 

are always welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 14 

  5:00PM  Thomas Pizza r/o Gloria & Hector Smith  

Sunday, March 15 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

Monday,  March 16 

   7:30AM  Deceased membves of Rosary Society  

                                                               r/o Mary Jo Tyson 

Tuesday, March 17 - St. Patrick 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Wednesday, March 18 

   7:30AM  Edward Moran r/o Peg & John Moran 

Thursday, March 19 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Friday, March 20 

  7:30AM  Michael Pisani er/o Elvera Pisani 

Saturday, March 21 

  5:00PM  Eric Michael Christie r/o Mary & Robert Sierpinski  

Sunday, March 22 - 4th Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 

 

 

The SANCTUARY CANDLE may be lit at any time for 

a departed loved one or a living person. Call the 

Rectory for information.  

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7 - God tells Moses to bring forth 

water from the rock. 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-2,5-8 - Christ died for us while 

we were still sinners. 

Gospel Reading: John 4:5-42 - Jesus reveals himself to the 

Samaritan woman at the well.  

 

Pope's Intentions for March  

Catholics in China: We pray that the Church in China may 

persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

March 8  -  $3,546 

Thanks to all of our parishioners for your continued support to 

our Parish.  

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

We invite our children's participation for this enriching 

experience of Worship.  Our Children's Liturgy of the Word 

takes place during the 10am Mass each Sunday (except the 

second Sunday of the month) in the Church Hall.  The Liturgy 

of the Word is NOT a CCD Class or Sunday School.  The goal 

of this process is to meet the needs of the children by having 

them hear the same Sunday Readings with an explanation 

and an activity so as to understand at their level.  This will 

better bring each child into an active and conscious 

participation of the worship of the entire community.  After the 

General Intercessions, the children return to their families for 

the continuation of the Mass.  Have them join us for this 

LENTEN Season!  (No registration necessary) 

 

 

 

 

St. Luke's new group, "Bible Study - Sacred Scripture: 

From the Mind to the Heart." will be meeting on the second 

and fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 pm in the Parish 

library. In this group, we will read scripture, explore its 

meaning, share how it relates to our daily lives and how it 

influences each of us spiritually. Light refreshments will be 

provided.  

You can contact Kathy Moncelsi at kcelsi@gmail.com / (848) 

219-2385 for more information or to sign up. Walk-ins are 

always welcome. 

 

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Stepping Forward in Faith: Grace in Action 

By now you have received a letter from Bishop Checchio 

inviting your participation in the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

The diocesan ministries supported by the Appeal directly 

impact many of the parishioners here in [insert name of 

parish]. Your gift provides formation opportunities for our 

catechists, youth and young adults. Among other important 

ministries, your sacrificial gift supports our renewed efforts in 

Evangelization & Communication. 

 If you have yet to make your pledge to this year’s Bishop’s 

Annual Appeal, you will have the opportunity to do so 

 next weekend, March 21/22, which has been designated as 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal In-Pew Weekend.  Please prayerfully 

consider a gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal to help our 

parish reach its goal. If we can exceed our goal, 50% of the 

amount collected over goal will be returned to us in the form of 

a parish rebate.  Just as important as our financial goal is our 

goal of reaching 100% participation.  Every gift, no matter the 

size, is important and greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

 

 

The “24 hours for the Lord” event is closely linked to the 

liturgical season: namely, the Fourth Sunday of Lent. The joy 

celebrated during this Sunday formerly called “Laetare”, stems 

from personal conversion, reconciliation with God and the 

grace received in the Sacraments. Churches in every diocese 

around the world will be open as part of this initiative. See sign 

on board in vestibule. Mark your calendars now.  

 

 

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer  

Eucharistic Hour of Prayer. Participate in the Evening Prayer 

of the Church in a contemplative setting. Includes time for 

Centering Prayer. Each Thursday from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

 

 

AMAZING POSSIBILITIES 

Amazing things happen! Join Matthew Kelly and the team 

for another incredible journey through our BEST LENT 

EVER daily video reflections. 

It is not what you give up. It's who you become! You've got 

40 days. Who will you become? 

Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Amazing 

 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to follow 

Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of the old ways 

that we may have to struggle to leave behind might be 

materialism, selfishness and greed. Yet God promises to show 

us a new land and a better way to live. Remember what St. 

Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call us to be 

successful, God calls us to be faithful.” 

 

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE 

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or 

anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know 

someone who was, you are encouraged to report that abuse to 

law enforcement and/or by contacting the Diocesan Response 

Officer at (908) 930-4558 (24 hrs/7days a week). 

For more information on how to report abuse, visit our 

Diocesan website: 

https://diometuchen.org/report-a-suspected-abuse.�

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\\ 

COME PLAY BINGO AND SUPPORT YOUR PARISH!! 

MONDAY GAMES BEGIN AT 7:30PM  

 

 

��������� 

 

 

Monday, (7:30pm) - Team #2:  Judy Finnegan, Barbara & 

Ed Michael, Charlie Giacomarra, Mary Liebau,  June Diller, 

Jacquie Petras, Karen Van Orden 

 

(KITCHEN: Please arrive by 6:00pm - kitchen opens at 

6:30pm 

 

Kitchen Team #2:  Tricia Holub, Lee Lake, Florence Ward 

 

 

��������� 

 

NO FRIDAY BINGO 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Luke’s, North Plainfield, NJ 04-1086

 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


