
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

   Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

           Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                       Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

4th Sunday of Lent 

March 22, 2020 

  



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

          A few of years ago, television host David Letterman welcomed actor 

Brad Pitt to his show.  That, in itself, is no remarkable thing given the 

normal parade of movie stars through The Late Show studio to pitch their 

latest movies.  Of course, the combination of the popular actor and the 

popular night show host made for high ratings among adoring fans of both 

stars.  But unnoticed amidst the bright studio lights and the standing 

ovation from the studio audience when Brad Pitt appeared was the secret 

handshake exchanged between Pitt and Letterman.  Only one of their 

fellow brothers from Sigma Chi, a national college fraternity, would have 

recognized the secret grip, for it is known only among brothers of the 

fraternity.  Brad Pitt and David Letterman are not close acquaintances, nor 

are they peers in age, nor are they alumni of the same college.  But they 

do share a common brotherhood, nonetheless, the fellowship of Sigma 

Chi, and so they are both held by a common grip. 

 It is common for secret societies to have passwords, hidden 

signs, obscure handshakes, and private signals.  These help nurture the 

sense of community that makes the society so attractive for its members.  

Such secrets are usually not dangerous, nor do they normally lead to the 

formation of cults or anti-social gangs, but are simply ways of binding the 

fellowship together by separating outsiders from insiders, thereby 

intensifying the feeling of belonging shared by all those on the inside, 

those who know the secret grip or the secret code.   

 In a less formalized way, you can see this phenomenon among 

close friends as well.  Just spend a dinner with friends who are new to you 

but who have known each other over many years and you will see what I 

mean.  They do not mean you any harm or insult, but the long-time friends 

share so many stories and are bound by so many common memories that 

they cannot help but laugh at inside jokes only they “get,” and 

communicate at levels only they could fully understand.  It is, again, a form 

of secret handshake known only among insiders. 

               I am sure you know that the Gospel of Saint John is written from, 

and to, a tightly knit community of believers who share a common Lord, a 

common spiritual heritage in the Beloved Disciple, and common fellowship 

of Christian faith.  They worship together, support each other in a circle of 

Christian love, and share a common language as they retell the Gospel 

story in their own unique way, distinct from the other three gospel 

traditions.  In addition to this, theirs is a unity forged by common suffering 

as well, for it is likely by the time of the writing of the Fourth Gospel that 

the split between Judaism and Christianity was complete, with members of 

the Church who had Jewish ancestry expelled from the local synagogues.  

So, when the writer of Saint John’s Gospel penned this account of Jesus 

life and ministry for his community of faith, it is understandable that he told 

the story with the use of insider language designed to strengthen 

members of the community with their closeness to Jesus, but also to hold 

their enemies at arms length.  Saint John’s gospel is told by and for those 

who are held in the common grip of Christ’s love, who know the secret to 

life is found only in Him. 

              Our Gospel Lesson for today is a classic case in point.  The story 

of the healing of the man born blind is told with an extended use of the 

symbol of light, one of the core images Scripture Scholars tell us is used in 

the Fourth Gospel to illustrate the revelatory mission of Jesus.  From the 

earliest verses of the prologue to this gospel we are told that Jesus was 

the light of the world that came into the world to enlighten everyman.  

Jesus repeats this truth plainly in the opening verses of the reading from 

our Gospel Lesson today.  “I am the light of the world,” he says.  And then 

the story illustrates the truth with the story of the blind man’s healing and 

subsequent conversion to faith.  To John, all of us are born blind, that is, 

without knowing our true identity and direction in Jesus Christ, so we 

stumble along like blind people, groping in the darkness of our own futile 

wisdom and plans, until we are found by the healing grace of Christ.  For 

this blind man in our story, his new sight then leads him to insight to the 

identity of Jesus.  At first he only knows that he was blind and now he 

sees, but when pressed and oppressed by the religious authorities he 

becomes more and more definitive in his convictions about Jesus, a 

conviction that ultimately lands him outside the circle of the Jewish faith, 

evicted from the synagogue.  Surely John’s readers identified with this 

man’s plight at this point!  And that is John’s point.  He wants his readers 

to know that their story is interpreted by the story of Jesus, and that they 

should stand firm even in the face of rejection by the Jewish community.  It 

happened to Jesus and his first followers, so why should they not expect 

the same? 

              But this story intends to illustrate another and more somber truth 

as well.  Not only is this a story of one man coming from the darkness into 

the light, from blindness to sight to the insight of full discipleship; this is 

also the story of how others move from sight to  blindness.  It is a bitter 

irony that dips from John’s pen here.  The religious leaders of the 

synagogue, who claim to know the scriptures  better than anyone else, 

and to know the mind of God better than  everyone else, plunge deeper  

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling 

(908) 754-8812, or by sending an email message to 

stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits to arrange intentions 

are always welcomed. 

and deeper into darkness as this chapter unfolds.  Even as the blind man 

ascends into greater light and belief, the religious leaders descend into 

darker and darker unbelief.  How can this happen?  How can reasonable 

people, religious people, refuse the light when it shines right in front of 

them?  This is one of the chief questions of the New Testament, and every 

writer from the Gospel writers to the apostle Paul wrestled with it.  But 

even if it could not be easily explained, it could easily be seen.  Some 

people came squinting and rejoicing into the light of Christ, while others 

clung to the darkness.  It is not that they could not be healed from their 

blindness of unbelief.  They refused to be healed.  Again John tipped the 

reader off in the opening prologue of his gospel, “Jesus came into the 

world as life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness cannot overcome it (John 1:4-5).  And later 

John has Jesus say, “this is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but 

some men loved darkness instead of light, because their deeds were evil 

(John 3:19). 

            Even if you have lived your whole life in a darkness of your own 

making, you can get used to the light, be set free by it, and live fully in a 

sighted world.  This man born blind is a sign of hope for all of us.  But 

make no mistake about it, you can also get used to the dark, and spend 

your entire life clinging to the recesses of shadows and darkness.  Like 

bats, or soldiers with night vision goggles, you may learn to favour the 

darkness for its covering, its secrets, and its mischief.  John’s telling of 

Jesus life bids us otherwise.  So, come into the light, get used to the warm 

glow of God’s love.  Come on.  Come inside.  There is always a light left 

on for you. 

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely—visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have wandered from 

the Faith and all who have died. Pray, too, for the parents of the babies 

who have been killed through abortion this past week.                               

                                                 May God always be pleased with us! 

                                                             Monsignor Michael 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 21 

  5:00PM  Eric Michael Christie r/o Mary & Robert Sierpinski  

Sunday, March 22 - 4th Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

Monday,  March 23 

   7:30AM JoHannah Szatkowski r/o Carlos & Mary Jo Morales 

Tuesday, March 24 

   7:30AM  No Intention Requested 

Wednesday, March 25 - Annunciation of the Lord 

   7:30AM  Mario Pisani r/o Elvira Pisani  

Thursday, March 26 

  7:30AM  People of the Parish 

Friday, March 27 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested  

Saturday, March 28 

  5:00PM  Joseph Jones r/o Maureen Barry 

Sunday, March 29 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 

 

The Sanctuary Candle may be lit at any time for a 

departed loved one or a living person.  

Call the Rectory for information. 

 



 

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND  

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13ab - Samuel is sent 

to anoint David as king. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 - The Ephesians are told 

to live as children of light. 

Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41 -   Jesus heals the man born 

blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of Man. 

 

 

 

Pope's Intentions for March  

Catholics in China: We pray that the Church in China may 

persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Thanks to all of our parishioners for your continued support to 

our Parish.  

 

So that St. Luke's Parish can be as proactive as possible in 

preventing the spread of illness to our students, staff and 

families, we are temporarily suspending our Rel. Ed. sessions 

on 22 & 29. Sessions will resume on Sunday, April 5th (Palm 

Sunday). If any further change becomes necessary, all 

families will be informed.  

Stay calm and safe! God Bless you all! 

                              Msgr. Michael and Mrs. Enteman, DRE 

 

 

The “24 hours for the Lord” event is closely linked to the 

liturgical season: namely, the Fourth Sunday of Lent. The joy 

celebrated during this Sunday formerly called “Laetare”, stems 

from personal conversion, reconciliation with God and the 

grace received in the Sacraments. Churches in every diocese 

around the world will be open as part of this initiative. See sign 

on board in vestibule. Mark your calendars now.  

 

 

St. Luke's new group, "Bible Study - Sacred Scripture: 

From the Mind to the Heart." will be meeting on the second 

and fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 pm in the Parish 

library. In this group, we will read scripture, explore its 

meaning, share how it relates to our daily lives and how it 

influences each of us spiritually. Light refreshments will be 

provided.  

You can contact Kathy Moncelsi at kcelsi@gmail.com / (848) 

219-2385 for more information or to sign up. Walk-ins are 

always welcome. 

 

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Stepping Forward in Faith: Grace in Action 

By now you have received a letter from Bishop Checchio 

inviting your participation in the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

The diocesan ministries supported by the Appeal directly 

impact many of the parishioners here in [insert name of 

parish]. Your gift provides formation opportunities for our 

catechists, youth and young adults. Among other important 

ministries, your sacrificial gift supports our renewed efforts in 

Evangelization & Communication. 

 If you have yet to make your pledge to this year’s Bishop’s 

Annual Appeal, you will have the opportunity to do so this 

weekend, March 21/22, which has been designated as 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal In-Pew Weekend.  Please prayerfully 

consider a gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal to help our 

parish reach its goal. If we can exceed our goal, 50% of the 

amount collected over goal will be returned to us in the form of 

a parish rebate.  Just as important as our financial goal is our 

goal of reaching 100% participation.  Every gift, no matter the 

size, is important and greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

 

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer  

Eucharistic Hour of Prayer. Participate in the Evening Prayer 

of the Church in a contemplative setting. Includes time for 

Centering Prayer. Each Thursday from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

 

 

New Jersey Safe Haven Law 

Under the New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act a 

person may give up an unwanted infant anonymously. The 

purpose of Safe Haven is to protect unwanted babies from 

being hurt or killed from unsafe abandonment. A distressed 

parent who is unable to care for an infant can give up custody 

of a baby less than 30 days old safely, legally and 

anonymously. All that is required is that the baby be brought to 

any hospital emergency room, police station, fire station, 

ambulance, first aid, and rescue squads in New Jersey that 

are staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. As long as the 

child shows no signs of intentional abuse, no name or other 

information is required. The parent can call the Safe Haven 

Hotline - 1-877-839-2339 - and get the address and directions 

for any hospital emergency room, police station, fire station, 

ambulance, first aid, and rescue squad in the state.    

 

 

AMAZING POSSIBILITIES 

Amazing things happen! Join Matthew Kelly and the team 

for another incredible journey through our BEST LENT 

EVER daily video reflections. 

It is not what you give up. It's who you become! You've got 

40 days. Who will you become? 

Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Amazing 

 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to follow 

Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of the old ways 

that we may have to struggle to leave behind might be 

materialism, selfishness and greed. Yet God promises to show 

us a new land and a better way to live. Remember what St. 

Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call us to be 

successful, God calls us to be faithful.” 

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 
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Bingo has been cancelled until  

further notice due to the Coronavirus.     

 

��������� 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Luke’s, North Plainfield, NJ 04-1086

 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


