
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

   Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

           Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                       Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

5th Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020 

  



 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

           As you know, Bishop Checchio has asked that we priests continue  

to offer Mass for the intentions requested and for the people of the Parish.  

I have done so and will continue to do so at the usual times in the Chapel.  

God, speaking to us in Psalm 23 says: “Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with 

me”. 

Once again, like a thief in the night, the Corona Virus has caught 

all of us off guard. I think of that terrifying morning of September 11th, our 

taken-for-granted lives had been called into question. With the present 

Pandemic, the neat assumptions that dominate our everyday lives are no 

longer so neat and clean. The routine evaporates and we are forced to 

confront the hour of the unexpected. The best-laid plans are disrupted, 

and we must adjust to what is new, unthinkable and fearful. We are forced 

to confront death. 

We wonder if we will have the resources we will need to meet the 

challenge. We wonder if we will be able to cope, emotionally and 

spiritually.  In this present moment let us realize all too vividly that we are 

utterly and completely caught off guard.  It is at a time such as this that our 

faith ceases to be academic.  It is at a time such as this that our faith 

becomes extremely personal.  It is at a time such as this that only our 

Faith in the unbounded love and infinite mercy of the Lord enables us to 

see through the dark glass of this hour. 

So many questions rush through our minds! Who is to blame? 

What could have been done to prevent the devastation that the Corona 

virus has brought on the world.  Feelings abound: sadness ... loss ... 

guilt ... shock ... anger ... powerlessness.  There is so much to process, 

yet we cannot do or settle everything at once. Part of the mystery of our 

lives is the need to be patient in dealing with our perplexities and 

frustrations. 

True healing will come in time. True healing can only begin when 

we place this moment in the hands of the Good Shepherd. 

Perhaps the circumstances of this terrible pandemic will never be 

fully known to any of us. But this we do know: Jesus encounters us with 

love. This is not just a priest’s pious words. This is not just the comforting 

sentiment of the Church. We know this in faith, because in the Gospels, 

we have the very words and ministry of Jesus to tell us so. 

At this very moment, our Faith challenges us to believe that God’s 

Mercy extends into those human situations wherein we experience 

uncertainty.  At this very moment, our faith moves us to pray and care for 

one another.  Above all, our Faith calls us to look to that life-giving Word of 

God who became flesh in our midst. This invitation comes in the words of 

Jesus Himself: “Come to Me, all you who are weary and find life 

burdensome, and I will refresh you” (Mt. 11:28). 

These words are meant for us. What do they mean for us, really?  

For all of us who are locked in the uncertainness of life cannot easily see 

is that everything can be given over to The Lord for healing.  For the 

answer to our uncertainness, we are offered the Life, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus.  Though totally innocent, Jesus suffered much. And 

He willingly handed everything over to the Father so that all fragments 

would be made whole. In the Garden of His Passion, when His sweat 

became blood, He turned to the Father for strength.  Here and now, let us 

turn to the Father, pleading for strength.  Remember, God does not 

abandon us when we need him the most. 

Our Faith enables us to of Saint Luke’s parish family believe that 

Jesus Christ is our way and our truth and our life. 

Remember, our Blessed Mother Mary had a child who died and 

rose from the dead for us. Yes, Jesus went through His violent death that 

we might have life. And the events of His death and Resurrection are a 

mystery that we enter into through Faith, and only through Faith. 

May we, the people of Saint Luke Parish Family, always lean on 

the love of God and the love of one another, and our prayers for each 

other.  Hard-pressed as our Faith may be in times like this, it will hold us 

together in the hope of everlasting life. 

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely—visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have wandered from 

the Faith and all who have died, especially the babies who have been 

killed through abortion this past week.  hope and pray that we will always 

be safe in the arms of Jesus.  We the people  

                                              

                                          May God always be pleased with us! 

                                                             Monsignor Michael 

 

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling 

(908) 754-8812, or by sending an email message to 

stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits to arrange intentions 

are always welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 28 

  5:00PM  Joseph Jones r/o Maureen Barry 

Sunday, March 29 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

Monday,  March 30 

   7:30AM Zigmund Sebrowski  r/o Wyckoff Family 

Tuesday, March 31 

   7:30AM  JoHannah Szatkowski r/o Doug & Rosanna          

      Herrnann 

Wednesday, April 1 

   7:30AM  People of the Parish 

Thursday, April 2 -  

  7:30AM  People of the Parish 

Friday, March 27 

  7:30AM  No Intention Requested  

Saturday, March 28 

  5:00PM  Joseph Jones r/o Maureen Barry 

Sunday, March 29 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

 10:00AM  People of the Parish 

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 

 

The SANCTUARY CANDLE may be lit at any time for a 

departed loved one or a living person. Call the Rectory 

for information.  

 

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 - God will open the graves 

and restore the people of Israel. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11 - The Spirit of God dwells 

in you. 

Gospel Reading:  John 11:1-45 Jesus raises Lazarus from 

the dead. 

 

Pope's Intentions for April 

Freedom from Addiction: We pray that those suffering from 

addiction may be helped and accom 

 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all events scheduled to 

take place between March 18 and April 3, 2020 have been 

postponed or cancelled, following the recommendations 

from the CDC and the mandates by the State of New 

Jersey. 

 

 

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken 

from the Gospel according to John. The reading from John 

continues the break from Cycle A’s focus on the Gospel of 

Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or 

miracle, found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our 

catechumens move closer to the celebration of their Baptisms  at 

the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon what it 

means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Thank you and may God bless you for your continued 

generosity to our Parish. 

 

So that St. Luke's Parish can be as proactive as possible in 

preventing the spread of illness to our students, staff and 

families, we are temporarily suspending our Rel. Ed. sessions 

on 22 & 29. Sessions will resume on Sunday, April 5th (Palm 

Sunday). If any further change becomes necessary, all 

families will be informed.  

Stay calm and safe! God Bless you all! 

                              Msgr. Michael and Mrs. Enteman, DRE 

 

 

 

St. Luke's new group, "Bible Study - Sacred Scripture: 

From the Mind to the Heart." will be meeting on the second 

and fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 pm in the Parish 

library. In this group, we will read scripture, explore its 

meaning, share how it relates to our daily lives and how it 

influences each of us spiritually. Light refreshments will be 

provided.  

You can contact Kathy Moncelsi at kcelsi@gmail.com / (848) 

219-2385 for more information or to sign up. Walk-ins are 

always welcome. 

 

 

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Stepping Forward in Faith: Grace in Action 

Through your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal you help 

those in our diocese whose needs are the greatest  — the 

poor, the homeless, and those struggling with illness or grief. 

Among other needed pastoral ministries, your gift also 

supports the formation of seminarians and enhances the work 

of campus ministry through the Catholic Center at Rutgers 

University. 

The many pastoral, educational and charitable ministries of the 

Diocese of Metuchen would not be possible without a 

generous contribution from every household.  Please be as 

generous as your means allow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chrism Mass will be celebrated on Monday, April 6th 4:00pm, 

at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi. Bishop James F. 

Checchio will celebrate the mass with the priests of the Diocese. 

At this Mass, the Bishop will bless and consecrate the Holy Oils 

which each parish receives for the rites of anointing. Saint 

Ambrose [340-397] began this custom—which we now call the 

Chrism Mass—in his Cathedral in Milan. These Holy Oils, which 

are used to sanctify the Faithful, have been channels of holiness 

for centuries! The Oil of Catechumens is used to anoint infants 

and adults before their Baptism; the Oil of the Sick is used on the 

forehead and hands of the infirm in the Sacrament of Anointing of 

the Sick; and Sacred Chrism is used to anoint the head of the 

newly baptized, the foreheads of confirmandi, the hands of a 

priest at his ordination, the head of a bishop at his ordination, and 

the altar and walls of new churches. At the Mass, all priests make 

a Renewal of Commitment to Priestly Service, recommitting 

themselves to their Bishop and to their ministry to God and His 

People; the Bishop and all Priests then ask the people for a 

pledge of their prayerful support. All are strongly encouraged to 

join in the ancient, grace-filled Chrism Mass. 

 

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer  

Eucharistic Hour of Prayer. Participate in the Evening Prayer 

of the Church in a contemplative setting. Includes time for 

Centering Prayer. Each Thursday from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

 

 

New Jersey Safe Haven Law 

Under the New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act a 

person may give up an unwanted infant anonymously. The 

purpose of Safe Haven is to protect unwanted babies from 

being hurt or killed from unsafe abandonment. A distressed 

parent who is unable to care for an infant can give up custody 

of a baby less than 30 days old safely, legally and 

anonymously. All that is required is that the baby be brought to 

any hospital emergency room, police station, fire station, 

ambulance, first aid, and rescue squads in New Jersey that 

are staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. As long as the 

child shows no signs of intentional abuse, no name or other 

information is required. The parent can call the Safe Haven 

Hotline - 1-877-839-2339 - and get the address and directions 

for any hospital emergency room, police station, fire station, 

ambulance, first aid, and rescue squad in the state.    

 

 

AMAZING POSSIBILITIES 

Amazing things happen! Join Matthew Kelly and the team 

for another incredible journey through our BEST LENT 

EVER daily video reflections. 

It is not what you give up. It's who you become! You've got 

40 days. Who will you become? 

Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Amazing 

 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to follow 

Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of the old ways 

that we may have to struggle to leave behind might be 

materialism, selfishness and greed. Yet God promises to show 

us a new land and a better way to live. Remember what St. 

Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call us to be 

successful, God calls us to be faithful.” 

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 
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Bingo has been cancelled until  

further notice due to the Coronavirus.     

 

��������� 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 
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 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


