
   Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona�

Deacon Glenn Robitaille�

  �

Mass Schedule � Church�

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm�

  Sunday: 10:00am �

                   �

  DAILY MASS�

  Monday to Friday�

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)  �

       �

  Holy Days of Obligation�

  (Check bulletin for time)�

�

  Reconciliation�

  Saturdays 4:00�4:45pm�

  or by calling the Rectory.�

�

  Anointing of the Sick�

  Call Rectory if family member or �

  friend is in hospital or ill.�

                      �

  Religious Education (Sunday)�

  Grades Kg.� 8......................8:45�9:50am�

              �

           Parish Office Hours�

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday�

           9:00am � 12:30pm�

         Tuesday and Friday�

          10:00am � 1:30pm�

�

  Parish Trustees�

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr.�

  Elizabeth Rifino�

�

                  �

                  Parish Staff�

�

  Parish Secretary �

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754�8812, ext. 3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com �

  �

  Director of Religious Education�

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754�8812, ext. 5�

  enteman@verizon.net �

�

  Youth Minister�

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591�8397�

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com �

�

  Bulletin Information�

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510�1053�

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com�

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman�Catholic�Diocese�of�Metuchen�

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 

Sacrament of Bap�sm: Bap�sms are celebrated a�er Sunday Mass by 

scheduled appointment. Parents are asked to call the Rectory Office at 

(908) 754�8812 to schedule a date and make arrangements to a)end 

the Bap�smal Instruc�on Program. A)endance at one session is 

required with both the parents and godparents. �

Sacrament of Marriage: Diocesan policy requires that couples 

par�cipate in a marriage prepara�on program prior to their wedding at 

least one year in advance. Call the Rectory Office to make an 

appointment with the Pastor.�

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Consecrated Life: Anyone interested in 

learning more about a life of service to the People of God as a priest, 

deacon, a religious brother or sister, is encouraged to call the Rectory 

for further informa�on.�

RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults): A small group process by 

which a person inquires into becoming a Catholic, and may receive the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on � Bap�sm, First Eucharist, and Confirma�on, 

followed by con�nued growth in the faith. Anyone interested, may 

contact the Rectory.�

Parish Membership: All new families and individuals are welcome to our 

Parish. We  welcome you to our spiritual and social life. Call the Rectory 

to register and become involved in our spiritual and social life.  

Download a Registra�on form from our website, complete and mail to 

address indicated, or call the Rectory.�

300 Clinton Avenue�

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063�1613�

     Phone: (908) 754�8812�

     Fax: (908) 754�0120�

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com�

h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRChurch/�

6th Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2020 

�



�

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  �

� Several years ago I read a moving newspaper article 

about a baby boy born in a Milwaukee hospital. The baby was 

blind, mentally retarded, and had cerebral palsy.  The article said 

that the baby was little more than a vegetable that didn't respond 

to sound or touch. His parents had abandoned him. �

The hospital didn't know what to do with the baby. Then someone 

remembered May Lempke, a 52�year�old nurse who lived nearby.  

She had raised five children of her own. She would know how to 

care for such a baby. They asked May to take the infant, saying, 

"He'll probably die young." �

May responded, "If I take the baby, he won't die young; and I'll be 

happy to take him."  May called the baby Leslie.  It was not easy 

to care for him.  Every day she massaged the baby's entire body. 

She prayed over him; she cried over him; she placed his hands in 

her tears.  One day someone said to her, "Why don't you put that 

child in an institution? You're wasting your life." �

As Leslie grew, so did May's problems. She had to keep him tied 

in a chair to keep him from falling over. The years passed: five, 

ten, fifteen. It wasn't until Leslie was sixteen years old that May 

was able to teach him to stand alone. All this time he didn't 

respond to her.  But all this time May continued to love him and to 

pray over him. She even told him stories of Jesus, even though he 

didn't seem to hear her. �

Then one day May noticed Leslie's finger plucking a taut string on 

a package.  She wondered what this meant. Was it possible Leslie 

was sensitive to music?  May began to surround Leslie with 

music. She played every type of music imaginable, hoping that 

one type might appeal to him.  Eventually May and her husband 

bought an old second�hand piano. They put it in Leslie's bedroom.  

May took Leslie's fingers in hers and showed him how to push the 

keys down, but he didn't seem to understand. �

Then one winter night in 1971, May awoke to the sound of 

someone playing Tchaikovsky's Piano Concerto No. 1.  She 

shook her husband, woke him up, and asked him if he had left the 

radio on. He said he didn't think so, but they decided they'd better 

check.  What they discovered was beyond their wildest dream. 

Leslie was sitting at the piano. He was smiling and playing it by 

ear. �

It was too remarkable to be true.  Leslie had never gotten out of 

bed alone before. He'd never seated himself at the piano before. 

He'd never struck a piano key on his own. Now he was playing 

beautifully.  May dropped to her knees and said, "Thank you, dear 

God. You didn't forget Leslie."  Soon Leslie began to live at the 

piano. He played classical, country western, ragtime, gospel, and 

even rock.  It was absolutely incredible. All the music May had 

played for him was stored in his brain and was now flowing out 

through his hands into the piano.  When Leslie was 28, he began 

to talk.  He didn't carry on extended conversations; but he did ask 

questions, give simple answers, and make brief comments.   For 

example, one night he was watching a comedy on TV.  He got fed 

up with the dialogue and said, "We'd better turn that off. They're 

all crazy." �

As far as I know, Leslie is still alive and continues to play concerts 

for church groups, civic organizations, cerebral palsy victims and 

their parents, and retarded children and their parents. He's even 

appeared on national television. �

Doctors describe Leslie as an autistic savant, a person who is 

mentally retarded from brain damage, but extremely talented. 

They can't explain this unusual phenomenon, although they have 

known about it for nearly 200 years. �

May Lempke who died in 1993, couldn’t explain it either. But she 

knew how the talent can be released�through love. This story of 

May Lempke and what her untiring love did for Leslie needs to be 

told over and over again.  But it's especially appropriate for us 

today as we celebrate the Mass for the 6

th

 Sunday of Easter for 

three reasons. �

First, it dramatizes in a moving way the message in today's 

Gospel Lesson, namely, Jesus' teaching about love for one 

another.  Second, it dramatizes in a moving way why we celebrate�

Mother's Day each year as we did last Sunday.  It's because 

mothers, as a rule, live out Jesus' teaching about love more 

consistently and more faithfully than any other group of people.  

Finally, it dramatizes in a moving way the tremendous power of 

love.  �

 What May's love did for Leslie is nothing short of miraculous.  

That's precisely what I believe Jesus intended love to be.  It's a 

way to work miracles in people's lives in our time, just as Jesus 

worked them in people's lives in his time. �

You see, through love, God has put at our disposal the greatest 

power there is in the world.  It's a power all the money in the world 

doesn't give.  It's a power all the knowledge in the world doesn't 

give.  It's a power all the leaders in the world don't possess.  It's a 

power all the armies in the world can't muster. �

What is more, love is a power that every human being has, no 

matter how young or old we are, no matter what sex, no matter 

what religion, no matter what nationality, no matter what 

educational achievement.  Love isn't reserved for the healthy.  It 

isn't reserved for the wealthy.  It isn't reserved for the wise.  It isn't 

reserved for the famous. �

Love is for everyone.  Love is the one thing that makes all of us 

equal before God and before each other. This is the good news 

contained in today's Gospel Lesson.  This is the good news that 

can transform our world as beautifully as May Lempke's love 

transformed Leslie's world. �

This is the good news that we are called to witness in our lives.  If 

we do, we too will be able to work miracles through our love in our 

lifetimes, just as Jesus worked miracles through his love in his 

lifetime.  �

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely�visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion this past week, and 

all those who have lost their lives because of the pandemic. �

                         May God always be pleased with us!    �

                         Msgr. Corona �

�

�

�

�

�

�

Saturday, May 16�

  7:00 PM  Mothers of the Parish�

Sunday, May 17 � 6th Sunday of Easter�

 10:00AM  Angie & Bill Radano r/o Marilyn & Bob Mayer�

Monday, May 18�

   7:30AM  No Intention�

Tuesday, May 19�

   7:30AM  No Intention �

Wednesday, May 20�

   7:30AM  No Intention�

Thursday, May 21 � Ascension of the Lord (Holy Day)�

  7:30AM  People of the Parish�

Friday, May 22�

  7:30AM No Intention �

Saturday, May 23�

  7:00 PM  Thomas Pizza r/o Carol Marinaro �

Sunday, May 24 � 7th Sunday of Easter�

 10:00AM  Mothers of the Parish�

�

�

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our 

country. Comfort their spirits with your divine 

presence. Keep them close to You and grant them 

strength, wisdom and grace. Please also remember 

our homebound parishioners and those who are  in 

need of our prayers.�

Mass Inten�ons and Sanctuary Candles are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754�8812, or by sending an email 

message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Personal visits to arrange inten�ons are always welcomed.�



�

�

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick members of 

our parish as well as those who reside in nursing homes and 

senior care facilities. 

�

�

The Sanctuary Candle by the Tabernacle burned last 

week for Fillomena Maraia requested by the Maraia Family 

and will also burn this week for the same intention.�

�

�

�READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

�

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 8:5�8,14�17 � The 

people of Samaria accept the Gospel of Jesus proclaimed to 

them by Philip.�

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15�18 � Be ready to give 

explanation for your hope in Christ.�

Gospel Reading: John 14:15�21 � Jesus promises his 

disciples that he will send them another advocate, the Spirit of 

truth.�

 

Pope's Intentions for May��

For Deacons: �We pray that deacons, faithful in their 

service to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating 

symbol for the entire Church.�

�

*Due to the�coronavirus�pandemic,��

Mass continues to he held daily�without the congregation.�

*All events have been cancelled or postponed until further 

notice, following�the recommendations from the CDC and the 

mandates by the State of New Jersey. �

*The church is open for private prayer from 10 am to noon, on 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday.�

�

Prayer for the Sick �

especially those suffering from the coronavirus:�

 Loving God, you sent your son Jesus Christ to heal the sick. 

We ask you to come to our aid in the midst of the coronavirus 

crisis that we too may experience your healing love. We ask 

you to heal those who are sick. Calm those who are living in 

fear. Be with those who have died and comfort their families. 

Inspire health professionals to aid them in their healing work. 

Guide national leaders to lead and make decisions with 

wisdom. Help us to always be aware of your presence as we 

place our trust in you. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen.�

�

Prayer for an end to the coronavirus crisis: �

Loving God, we come before you in our time of need. We lay 

before you our concerns and fears over the spread of the 

coronavirus. We know that you are mightier than all our fears 

and that the name of Jesus is the name above all other 

names. We ask, in the name of Jesus, that you stop the 

spread of the coronavirus. In your mercy, heal those who are 

sick and lead those who have died into your heavenly 

kingdom. We ask this in the mighty name of Jesus. Amen.�

�

Prevention tips:�

Avoiding close contact with sick individuals; frequently wash 

hands with soap and water; do not touch the eyes, nose, or 

mouth with unwashed hands; and practice good respiratory 

hygiene.�

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First 

Responders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front 

lines of the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep 

them all in your prayers.�

�

Reflec�ons On Faith�meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 

11 am on ZOOM. If you wish to par%cipate�in the ZOOM 

mee%ng,�please contact Jerry Mckenna 

at�gerard1938@verizon.net�or Maria D'Antuono at��

mdantuono23@msn.com for the mee%ng invita%on.�

�

St Luke invites you to LIKE our church on Facebook here 

at:h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRChurch/�

�

�

Parishioners!! The Heart�to�Heart Ministry is accepting non�

perishable food items for FISH.� We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.� FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.� Please try to be generous 

as possible.� Thank you.�

���������	
�������������

Bingo has been cancelled until further notice due to�the coronavirus.�

Remember to please continue supporting our  �

Heart  to Heart contribution basket.�

GROCERY CARDS�are available to purchase during rectory �

office hours�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

Thank you and may God bless you for your continued �

generosity to our Parish.�

�

3/15/2020������������������������������������������������������$1,652.00�

3/29/2020������������������������������������������������������$3,314.00�

4/5/2020��������������������������������������������������������$2,712.00�

Clergy Retirement������������������������������������������$600.00�

Good Friday:���������������������������������������������������$615.00�

Easter Flowers��������������������������������������������������$90.00�

Easter���������������������������������������������������������$10,472.00�

4/9/2020 to 4/15/2020�����������������������������������$1,245.00�

4/19/2020������������������������������������������������������$2,185.00�

4/26/2020������������������������������������������������������$2,600.00�

5/3/2020��������������������������������������������������������$2,334.00�

ON LINE GIVING�

Month of April���������������������������������������������$1,307.10��

Week of May 5th���������������������������������������������$313.92�

�

Donations made in��

Memory of �Annalise�Tisdale�������������������������$150.00�

St LUKE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who 

prefer to donate�through the convenience of�automatic pay-

ments. Sign up for Online�Giving at our parish website: 

https://stlukenp.weshareonline.org/.�
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 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


