
   Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona�

Deacon Glenn Robitaille�

  �

Mass Schedule � Church�

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm�

  Sunday: 10:00am �

                   �

  DAILY MASS�

  Monday to Friday�

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)  �

       �

  Holy Days of Obligation�

  (Check bulletin for time)�

�

  Reconciliation�

  Saturdays 4:00�4:45pm�

  or by calling the Rectory.�

�

  Anointing of the Sick�

  Call Rectory if family member or �

  friend is in hospital or ill.�

                      �

  Religious Education (Sunday)�

  Grades Kg.� 8......................8:45�9:50am�

              �

           Parish Office Hours�

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday�

           9:00am � 12:30pm�

         Tuesday and Friday�

          10:00am � 1:30pm�

�

  Parish Trustees�

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr.�

  Elizabeth Rifino�

�

                  �

                  Parish Staff�

�

  Parish Secretary �

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754�8812, ext. 3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com �

  �

  Director of Religious Education�

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754�8812, ext. 5�

  enteman@verizon.net �

�

  Youth Minister�

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591�8397�

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com �

�

  Bulletin Information�

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510�1053�

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com�

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman�Catholic�Diocese�of�Metuchen�

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 

Sacrament of Bap�sm: Bap�sms are celebrated a�er Sunday Mass by 

scheduled appointment. Parents are asked to call the Rectory Office at 

(908) 754�8812 to schedule a date and make arrangements to a)end 

the Bap�smal Instruc�on Program. A)endance at one session is 

required with both the parents and godparents. �

Sacrament of Marriage: Diocesan policy requires that couples 

par�cipate in a marriage prepara�on program prior to their wedding at 

least one year in advance. Call the Rectory Office to make an 

appointment with the Pastor.�

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Consecrated Life: Anyone interested in 

learning more about a life of service to the People of God as a priest, 

deacon, a religious brother or sister, is encouraged to call the Rectory 

for further informa�on.�

RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults): A small group process by 

which a person inquires into becoming a Catholic, and may receive the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on � Bap�sm, First Eucharist, and Confirma�on, 

followed by con�nued growth in the faith. Anyone interested, may 

contact the Rectory.�

Parish Membership: All new families and individuals are welcome to our 

Parish. We  welcome you to our spiritual and social life. Call the Rectory 

to register and become involved in our spiritual and social life.  

Download a Registra�on form from our website, complete and mail to 

address indicated, or call the Rectory.�

300 Clinton Avenue�

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063�1613�

     Phone: (908) 754�8812�

     Fax: (908) 754�0120�

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com�

h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRCChurch/�

7th Sunday of Easter 

May 24, 2020 

�



�

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  �

� A young woman named Sally had over 700 “friends” 

registered on her Facebook site. On Facebook she posted 

pictures, blogged about her random and current thoughts, and 

generally kept her multitude of friends up to date on subjects as 

varied and personal as her dating life, struggles with a tough 

college math course, and a recent outbreak of acne on her back.  

Okay, her Facebook entries were not great literature or profound 

ponderings, but conversations among friends do not have to 

publishable to be important. Among friends, intimacy trumps 

profundity.  �

Sometimes Sally thought about how amazing it was that 

she would have over 700 people sign up as her Facebook 

“friends.”  Most of them she did not know or recognize.  Perhaps 

they were friends of friends of friends�part of that “six degrees of 

separation” thing that connects all of us, right?  So, on one lonely 

weekend, Sally notified all of her Facebook friends that she was 

throwing a party at her apartment to allow them all to meet in 

person.  Of the 700 on her list, 30 replied that would consider 

coming to the party, and another 15 said that they would come.  A 

little dismayed by the initial response, but encouraged at the 

prospect of partying even with 25 friends on this lonely weekend, 

Sally threw herself into the preparations for the party�music, food 

and drink, alerting the apartment management about the parking 

needs for her guests, cleaning the apartment to make a good first 

impression on these cyber�friends she would meet in person for 

the first time.  It would be a terrific event.  She was nervous with 

anticipation as the big night arrived.  But at the appointed hour no 

one arrived.  An hour later, still no one knocked on her door.  And 

at the end of the night, Sally felt lonelier than ever.  She sat down 

at the computer, opened her Facebook site, and stared with 

disappointment at the computer’s happy announcement that she 

had over 700 “friends.”  It is painful when your friends let you 

down, isn’t it?�

� Why can’t we all have a group of friends like the six 

young adults we watched for a decade on the popular television 

sit�com, a show appropriately called FRIENDS?  Rachel, Ross, 

Joey, Phoebe, Chandler and Monica, where are you?  We want 

friends like you, friends with whom we can laugh, cry, and argue; 

friends who stick with us when we are unlovable or wounded; 

friends who know us as we really are, and yet like us anyway; 

friends�in short�who will not let us down or sell us out, who will 

not betray our trust, who want only the best for us, and believe 

only the best about us.�

              I believe that if you ask almost any teenager, they will tell 

you that their primary attention, and maybe their primary loyalty, 

has shifted from their parents to their friends.  Ask someone who 

has moved to a new town what they miss most about their former 

town; will they mention favorite restaurants, or sports teams, or 

the weather?  Eventually, yes.  But first, near the top of the list, 

just after family, they miss most their friends.  It is friends, along 

with family, that add the color to the gray backdrop of our 

memories.  Are friends important to all of us, at every age?  You 

better believe it!�

� It was never more so than in the account taken from our 

Gospel lesson today.  The paralyzed man in our Gospel story had 

no hope of walking again, few ways of providing for his needs or 

those of his family, and precious little left of his sense of dignity 

and self�worth.  But the one thing he still had was a handful of 

friends.  And those four friends cared enough for him that they 

literally picked him up, perhaps against his will, brushing aside his 

protests and curses, and carried him on his mat to the place 

Jesus was teaching.  But finding the home so full that people were 

spilling out into the street, these persistent friends brushed aside 

social and legal concerns to tear a hole in the roof over the place 

Jesus was teaching in order to lower their paralyzed colleague 

down to Jesus by ropes.  Imagine how the owner of the house felt 

when he saw his roof tearing open!  Imagine the confusion and 

protests from  the packed crowd inside as pieces of roofing fell on 

their heads!  Imagine the social scandal as this scene interrupted �

Jesus in the middle of his teaching!  But no matter, the one 

consuming goal from these friends was to get their paralyzed 

friend in front of Jesus.  Nothing else mattered.  And after all this 

effort, they had no assurance Jesus would, or could, heal their 

stricken friend anyway.  But where their absolute assurance left 

off, their faith kicked in.�

             Saint Mark tells us that it was their faith that Jesus saw.  

Not the trails of sawdust and debris from their un�roofing project, 

Saturday, May 23�

  5:00 PM  Thomas Pizza r/o Carol Marinaro �

Sunday, May 24 � Ascension of the Lord �

(7th Sunday of Easter)  �

10:00 AM  Mothers of the Parish�

Monday, May 25�

   7:30AM  Continued blessing for good family life for Cynthia 

& Marcus Washington �Living Intention r/o Richard & Irene 

Sena�

Tuesday, May 26�

   7:30AM  No Intention �

Wednesday, May 27�

   7:30AM  Romana Aguila r/o The Mamuric Family�

Thursday, May 28 �

  7:30AM  Percia Panganiban r/o The Mamuric Family�

Friday, May 29�

  7:30AM Anthony Pasek r/o The Mamuric Family �

Saturday, May 30�

  5:00 PM Arthur Kopacz r/o The Zeszortarski Family�

Sunday, May 31� � Pentecost Sunday�

 10:00AM  Mothers of the Parish�

�

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our 

country. Comfort their spirits with your divine 

presence. Keep them close to You and grant them 

strength, wisdom and grace. Please also remember 

our homebound parishioners and those who are  in 

need of our prayers.�

Mass Inten�ons and Sanctuary Candles are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754�8812, or by sending an email 

message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Personal visits to arrange inten�ons are always welcomed.�

not the social faux pas of their interruption to his sermon�Jesus 

looked up to the hole in the roof to see four sets of eyes peering 

anxiously and hopefully down at him.  He could see the sweat on 

their faces from the exertion of carrying a paralyzed man all over 

town, then up on a rooftop, and then  lowering him from their 

ceiling window.  He could see their obvious love for a friend, such 

love that makes sacrifice and  risk seem worth it all.  Yes, this 

paralyzed man had friends, but he also had friends with faith�

stubborn, hopeful, loyal faith�which is the best kind of faith, and 

the best kind of friends, to have.  These were the type of friends 

who literally “let him down” in a good way�“letting him down” 

through a roof in front of Jesus.�

            Friends are not the same as acquaintances.  Friends are 

not anonymous names on your Facebook.  Friends are people 

who know you, care for you, and sacrifice for you.  In the end, if 

any of us had a handful of friends like that, we would be rich 

indeed.  Do you have such a friend?  Would anyone list you or me 

as such a friend to them?  I hope so.  In fact, this week might be a 

great week to think of those few friends who have held one of the 

corners of our lives, who have carried us when we could not make 

it on our own.  This would be a good time to write a note of 

thanks, or speak a word of gratitude, to those few friends.  Don’t 

you think this paralyzed man thanked his four friends after Jesus 

healed him that day?  I hope you and I will do the same�

           Jesus valued friendship too.  In fact, in John’s Gospel, on 

the last night of his earthly life, Jesus gathered with his disciples 

around a table, and said, “Greater love has no man than this, that 

a man lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if you 

do what I command you.  No longer do I call you servants . . . but 

I have called you friends” (John 15:13�15).  Imagine that�Jesus 

calls us his friends!  And here we are again, gathered with him 

around a table of Eucharist.  It is a gathering of friends, a party of 

grace, hosted by the Best Friend any of us will ever have.  It 

makes a lame man want to dance, doesn’t it? �

            In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely�visit 

them if you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion this past week, and 

all those who have lost their lives because of the pandemic. �

           May God always be pleased with us!  �

� � � � � Msgr. Corona �



�

�

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick members of 

our parish as well as those who reside in nursing homes and 

senior care facilities. 

We offer out prayers for those who have died, especially  

Jean Mullen, Anneliese Tisdale, Anna Marva, & Lillian Frank 

and for their families who mourn their loss. 

 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND�

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:12�14 � After Jesus’ 

ascension to heaven, the apostles�return�to Jerusalem and 

gather in prayer with Mary, the mother of Jesus.�

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:13�16 � If you suffer for Christ, 

you will be blessed.�

Gospel Reading: John 17:1�11a � Jesus prays for his 

disciples.�

 

 

�

Pope's Intentions for May��

For Deacons: �We pray that deacons, faithful in their 

service to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating 

symbol for the entire Church.�

�

*Due to the�coronavirus�pandemic,��

Mass continues to he held daily�without the congregation.�

*All events have been cancelled or postponed until further 

notice, following�the recommendations from the CDC and the 

mandates by the State of New Jersey. �

*The church is open for private prayer from 10 am to noon, on 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday.�

�

Prayer for an end to the coronavirus crisis: �

Loving God, we come before you in our time of need. We lay 

before you our concerns and fears over the spread of the 

coronavirus. We know that you are mightier than all our fears 

and that the name of Jesus is the name above all other 

names. We ask, in the name of Jesus, that you stop the 

spread of the coronavirus. In your mercy, heal those who are 

sick and lead those who have died into your heavenly 

kingdom. We ask this in the mighty name of Jesus. Amen.�

�

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First 

Responders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front 

lines of the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep 

them all in your prayers.�

�

�

Prevention tips:�

Avoiding close contact with sick individuals; frequently wash 

hands with soap and water; do not touch the eyes, nose, or 

mouth with unwashed hands; and practice good respiratory 

hygiene..�

�

Bingo has been cancelled until further notice due to�the coronavirus.�

GROCERY CARDS�are available to purchase during rectory �

office hours�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

Thank you and may God bless you for your continued �

generosity to our Parish.�

�

May 10����������������������������������������������������������$1,715.00�

ON LINE GIVING �

Week of  May 11���������������������������������������������$784.89�

Mothers Day Remembrance�����������������������$1.215.00�

�

St LUKE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who pre-

fer to donate�through the convenience of�automatic payments. 

Sign up for Online�Giving at our parish website: https://

stlukenp.weshareonline.org/�

Bishop Appeal Status�for St. Luke, as of 5/14/2020�

The Development Office has received pledges totaling 

$35,990.00 & payments totaling $18,653.75 from 70 �

Parishioners. Thank you to all who have given so generously 

towards the $32,000.00 goal.�

If you have not yet made a pledge, there is still time to �

participate.�Mail your gift to: �

�

Diocese of�Metuchen, Bishop's Appeal. �

P.O. Box 4000,�Metuchen, NJ 08840�4000�

or give online at�www.diometuchen.org/BAA�

Reflec�ons On Faith�meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 

11 am on ZOOM. If you wish to par%cipate�in the ZOOM 

mee%ng,�please contact Jerry Mckenna 

at�gerard1938@verizon.net�or Maria D'Antuono at��

mdantuono23@msn.com for the mee%ng invita%on.�

�

St Luke invites you to LIKE our church on Facebook here 

at:h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRCChurch/�

Remember to please �

continue supporting our  �

Heart  to Heart contribution basket.�

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Parishioners!! The Heart�to�Heart Ministry is accepting 

non�perishable food items for local victims of the covid �

19 pandemic. We wish to continue to support our local 

Fish and other community food banks. We anticipate 

local food needs will accelerate in the wake of unemploy-

ment due to the crisis. We will be collecting food dona-

tions every Sunday from 1pm to 3 pm in the back of the 

church parking low. Please try to be generous as possi-

ble.� Thank you. If you know of individuals/families in 

need, please call the rectory.�
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 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


