
   Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona 

Deacon Glenn Robitaille 

   

Mass Schedule - Church 

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 

  Sunday: 10:00am  

                    

  DAILY MASS 

  Monday to Friday 

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)   

        

  Holy Days of Obligation 

  (Check bulletin for time) 

 

  Reconciliation 

  Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

  or by calling the Rectory. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 

  Call Rectory if family member or  

  friend is in hospital or ill. 

                       

  Religious Education (Sunday) 

  Grades Kg.- 8......................8:45-9:50am 

               

           Parish Office Hours 

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

           9:00am - 12:30pm 

         Tuesday and Friday 

          10:00am - 1:30pm 

 

  Parish Trustees 

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr. 

  Elizabeth Rifino 

 

                   

                  Parish Staff 

 

  Parish Secretary  

  Jean Tietjen (908) 754-8812, ext. 3 

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com  

   

  Director of Religious Education 

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754-8812, ext. 5 

  enteman@verizon.net  

 

  Youth Minister 

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591-8397 

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com  

 

  Bulletin Information 

  Eleanora Phillips (908) 510-1053 

  ellyphillips99@yahoo.com 

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen 

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 
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300 Clinton Avenue 

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063-1613 

     Phone: (908) 754-8812 

     Fax: (908) 754-0120 

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com 

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com 

Pentecost Sunday 

May 31, 2020 



 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

 A giant television tower rises above the skyline of East 

Berlin. Just below the tip of the tower is a revolving restaurant.  

The Communist officials of the time intended it to be a showpiece 

to the West. But instead, a fluke in design turned it into a giant 

embarrassment.  

Whenever the sun hits the tower a certain way, the tower turns 

into a huge, shimmering cross. Officials tried to repaint the tower 

to blot out the cross, but to no avail.  

 Something similar happened in Jerusalem after the 

crucifixion of Jesus .  Officials hoped  

that the death of Jesus on the cross would blot out the Christian 

movement. But instead, it did just the opposite.  The Church 

began to spread like a raging forest fire.  It spread so 

spectacularly  

that by the year A.D. 64 it had become a powerful force in faraway 

Rome.  It became so powerful that the Roman emperor, Nero, 

made it the target of an all-out persecution.  

 How did Christianity, in 30 short years, grow from a tiny 

spark into a raging infernal? That amazing story is told to us in the 

New Testament Book of The Acts of the Apostles. The starting 

point for that amazing story is what happened in Gospel Lesson 

for this Sunday’s Mass.  

 The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus had promised to send his 

disciples, descended upon them on Pentecost and transformed 

them.  This confused body of human beings was transformed into 

a courageous body of Christian believers.  This disorganized band 

of human beings was transformed into a single body of witnesses, 

which we now call the Church.  

 But the Church is far, far more that just a body of 

believers sharing the same faith. It is the body of Christ sharing a 

common life. As Saint Paul writes:  "The church is Christ's body." 

Ephesians 1:23.  Again Saint Paul writes: "[Christ] is the head of 

his body, the church; he is the source of the body's life." 

Colossians 1:18.   So Pentecost is rightly called the birthday of the 

Church, the risen body of Christ made visible.  

              Two points about Pentecost need to be underscored.   

First, Pentecost was a major Jewish feast, a thanksgiving 

celebration---combining gratitude for the year's harvest with 

gratitude for the Sinai covenant. Meaning "50th," Pentecost 

occurred 50 days after Passover.  This explains why Jews from all 

over had gathered in Jerusalem. They were celebrating this great 

Jewish feast. This also explains why Jewish people speaking 

many different languages were gathered together at one time.  

 Second, Pentecost must be seen against the background 

of the Tower of Babel story in the Old Testament.  Prior to the 

building of the tower, all the people spoke the same language  

(Genesis 11:1).  But when pride began to take hold of the people 

and they began to build the tower, God "confused the speech of 

all the world" and "scattered them all over the earth."  

(Genesis 11:9).  

              So, the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost reversed 

this situation.  After the Holy Spirit's coming, the people of 

different languages in Jerusalem understood what the disciples 

were saying.  The point is clear. What sin had split apart is now 

united by the Holy Spirit. God was re-creating the world and 

making it new again.  

             This brings us to each one of us the people of God here in 

North Plainfield. What the Holy Spirit began on Pentecost is left to 

us to complete.  Like the disciples of Jesus in today's Gospel 

Lesson, each one of us has received the Holy Spirit in a personal 

way  through the Sacraments of  Baptism and Confirmation.  Like 

the disciples of Jesus’ time, we have received the gift of the Holy 

Spirit for a purpose.  We are to go forth and to preach the good 

news of the Gospel to  all we meet---by all we say and do.  To use 

Saint Paul's words in today's New Testament Lesson, we are to 

bring all peoples into the "one body" of Christ, where all were 

"given to drink of  one Spirit."  What does that mean in the 

practical order? What does that mean for each one of us here?   

 

It means that we take an active role in the Church's work of  

preaching the Gospel to all peoples.  It means that we support the 

missionary work of the Church with both monetary and prayer 

support.   

           But, more importantly, it means that we preach the Gospel 

in our everyday lives.  What we profess on Sunday we must put 

into practice and live out the other six days of the week.  Just 

think, if we all did that, people would be flocking to join us at 

church on Sunday.  

           Let me close with an example of what I have been talking 

about. It's found in Abraham Lincoln's Civil War diary. Lincoln 

writes: "Of all the forms of charity and benevolence seen in the 

crowded wards in the hospitals, those of some Catholic Sisters 

were the most efficient. I never knew whence they came or what 

was the name of their order.  More lovely than anything I have 

ever seen in art---are the pictures of those modest sisters, going 

on their errands of mercy among the suffering and the dying.  

Gentle and womanly, yet with the courage of soldiers ... they went 

from cot to cot .... They were veritable angels of mercy."  

            It is this kind of witness that Pentecost invites each one of 

us to bear in whatever area of life we are working.  It is this kind of 

witness that the Holy Spirit has empowered each one of us to 

give.  It is this kind of witness that you and I are called to by our 

Baptism and Confirmation.  

          In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely—visit 

them if you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion this past week, and 

all those who have lost their lives because of the pandemic.  

   May God always be pleased with us!      Msgr. Corona  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday, May 30 

  5:00 PM  Arthur Kopacz r/o Zeszotarski Family 

Sunday, May 31 - Pentecost Sunday 

 10:00AM  Mothers of the Parish 

 10:00AM  Mothers of the Parish 

Monday, June 1 - Mary, Mother of the Church, St. Justin 

   7:30AM  No Intention 

Tuesday, June 2 

   7:30AM  No Intention  

Wednesday, June 3 - St. Charles Lwanga  & Companions 

   7:30AM  No Intention 

Thursday, June 4  

  7:30AM  People of the Parish 

Friday, June 5 - St. Boniface  

  7:30AM No Intention 

Saturday, June 6 

  5:00 PM  Fathers of the Parish 

Sunday, June 7 -  Most Holy Trinity 

 10:00AM  Jill A. Tognino r/o John & Carolyn Stallone  

 

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You and grant them strength, wisdom and grace. 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and 

those who are  in need of our prayers. 

In your kindness we ask you to remember all the sick 

members of our parish as well as those who reside in 

nursing homes and senior care facilities. 

 

The SANCTUARY CANDLE by the Tabernacle will 

burn this week for Martin & Loretta Flatley at the 

request of Loretta Willoughby.  

Mass Intentions are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754-

8812, or by sending an email message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Rectory Office 

Hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00am-1:30pm. Personal visits 

to arrange intentions are always welcomed. 



 

READINGS THIS WEEKEND 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 - The Holy Spirit 

descends upon the apostles gathered in Jerusalem. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 - We are all 

one in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-23 - Jesus appears to his 

disciples and gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Pope's Intentions for June 

The Way of the Heart: We pray that all those who suffer may 

find their way in life, allowing themselves to be touched by the 

Heart of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

May 17th - $2,314 

Thank you and may God bless you for your continued 

generosity to our Parish. 

St LUKE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who 

prefer to donate through the convenience of automatic 

payments. Sign up for Online Giving at our parish website: 

https://stlukenp.weshareonline.org/. 

 

 

 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Mass continues to he held 

daily without the congregation. 

All events have been cancelled or postponed until further 

notice, following the recommendations from the CDC and the 

mandates by the State of New Jersey. 

   

 

Prayer for an end to the coronavirus crisis: Loving God, we 

come before you in our time of need. We lay before you our 

concerns and fears over the spread of the coronavirus. We 

know that you are mightier than all our fears and that the name 

of Jesus is the name above all other names. We ask, in the 

name of Jesus, that you stop the spread of the coronavirus. In 

your mercy, heal those who are sick and lead those who have 

died into your heavenly kingdom. We ask this in the mighty 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

If you have not yet made a pledge, there is still time to 

participate. Mail your gift to: 

Diocese of Metuchen, Bishop's Appeal. P.O. Box 

4000, Metuchen, NJ 08840-4000 

or give online at www.diometuchen.org/BAA 

Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps keep children safe 

and healthy by offering affordable child care for working parents. 

This is just one of over 100 programs and services of Catholic 

Charities, Diocese of Metuchen serving the poor and vulnerable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A warm welcome is extended to all who come to our Parish to 

join together in this community of worship and praise to 

Almighty God. We are grateful to our faithful parishioners and 

welcome our neighbors and guests who visit us occasionally. 

We want you to know that you are always welcome! 

 

      A thought to consider over  

      during this time of quarantine: 

The late Cistercian monk Thomas Merton wrote, "Happiness is 

not a matter of intensity but of balance and order and rhythm 

and harmony." But during this time, how is that balance 

achieved? For some of us it may be through the right balance 

of food and exercise: five fruits and a glass of red wine each 

day; then a brisk walk for the body and a crossword for the 

mind.  But, what about the spiritual balance in one's life?  

During the Easter season, the Church, in our scripture 

lessons, provides a good balance between the personal and 

the public, the individual and the communal. We find in the 

"farewell discourses" of Saint John's Gospel, Jesus inviting us 

to have a close personal relationship with him. He is the vine, 

we are the branches. He tells us to ask in prayer for what we 

want and he will give it.  

Throughout the Gospels, we are called to, what the great 

spiritual writers of the ages call a "vertical" relationship with 

God in prayer and contemplation.  What this means is that by 

interior prayer, we come close to Jesus and discover that in 

him we see the Father. However, we also discover a God who 

founds a church community, which is called to a "horizontal" 

relationship with God in the world---it has a mission to the 

exterior, the world that God wants to save. Happiness is a 

balance between inward prayer and outward action, always 

directed by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Prevention tips: Avoiding close contact with sick individuals; 

frequently wash hands with soap and water; do not touch the 

eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands; and practice good 

respiratory hygiene 

 

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First 

Responders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front 

lines of the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep 

them all in your prayers. 

 

 St. Mary House of Prayer, Watchung 

Eucharistic Hour of Prayer. Participate in the Evening Prayer of 

the Church in a contemplative setting. Includes time for Centering 

Prayer. Each Thursday from 7:30pm - 8:30pm. 

 

 

Parishioners!! The Heart-to-Heart Ministry is accepting non-

perishable food items for FISH.  We recently found that we 

have a limited amount of food in the storage facility for 

FISH.  FISH distributes food to churches/community 

organizations in the local area.  Please try to be generous 

as possible.  Thank you. 

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Service to the Poor 
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Bingo has been cancelled until  

further notice due to the coronavirus.     

 

��������� 

Remember to please continue supporting our   

Heart  to Heart contribution basket. 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Luke’s, North Plainfield, NJ 04-1086

 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458


