
Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona�

Deacon Glenn Robitaille�

  �

Mass Schedule � Church�

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm�

  Sunday: 10:00am �

                   �

  DAILY MASS�

  Monday to Friday�

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)  �

       �

  Holy Days of Obligation�

  (Check bulletin for time)�

�

  Reconciliation�

  Saturdays 4:00�4:45pm�

  or by calling the Rectory.�

�

  Anointing of the Sick�

  Call Rectory if family member or �

  friend is in hospital or ill.�

                      �

  Religious Education (Sunday)�

  Grades Kg.� 8......................8:45�9:50am�

              �

           Parish Office Hours�

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday�

           9:00am � 12:30pm�

         Tuesday and Friday�

          10:00am � 1:30pm�

�

  Parish Trustees�

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr.�

  Elizabeth Rifino�

�

                  �

                  Parish Staff�

�

  Parish Secretary �

  Jean Tietjen �

 Assistant Parish Secretary�

 Linda Smith�

 (908) 754�8812, ext. 3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com �

  �

  Director of Religious Education�

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754�8812, ext. 5�

  enteman@verizon.net �

�

  Youth Minister�

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591�8397�

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com �

�

  Bulletin Information�

  Rectory Office (9080 754.8812 ext.3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman�Catholic�Diocese�of�Metuchen�

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 

Sacrament of Bap�sm: Bap�sms are celebrated a�er Sunday Mass by 

scheduled appointment. Parents are asked to call the Rectory Office at 

(908) 754�8812 to schedule a date and make arrangements to a)end 

the Bap�smal Instruc�on Program. A)endance at one session is 

required with both the parents and godparents. �

Sacrament of Marriage: Diocesan policy requires that couples 

par�cipate in a marriage prepara�on program prior to their wedding at 

least one year in advance. Call the Rectory Office to make an 

appointment with the Pastor.�

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Consecrated Life: Anyone interested in 

learning more about a life of service to the People of God as a priest, 

deacon, a religious brother or sister, is encouraged to call the Rectory 

for further informa�on.�

RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults): A small group process by 

which a person inquires into becoming a Catholic, and may receive the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on � Bap�sm, First Eucharist, and Confirma�on, 

followed by con�nued growth in the faith. Anyone interested, may 

contact the Rectory.�

Parish Membership: All new families and individuals are welcome to our 

Parish. We  welcome you to our spiritual and social life. Call the Rectory 

to register and become involved in our spiritual and social life.  

Download a Registra�on form from our website, complete and mail to 

address indicated, or call the Rectory.�

300 Clinton Avenue�

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063�1613�

     Phone: (908) 754�8812�

     Fax: (908) 754�0120�

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com�

h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRCChurch/�

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

August 16,2020 



 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,�

   As I read today’s Scripture Lessons preparing to write this Letter, 

I was reminded that faith involves doing everything we can do and 

trusting that God will do the rest. �

   Perhaps a story will assist you in understanding what I mean.  A 

six�year�old girl went to her friend's house for supper. When 

everyone was seated at the table, she bowed her head and waited 

for a prayer. When no one prayed, she smiled sheepishly and 

said, "I see you're like my dog; you start right in." �

   The Jewish people of Jesus’ time felt this way about Gentiles. 

They considered them grossly irreverent when it came to God and 

religion. They regarded Gentiles as "spiritual" dogs. Scripture 

scholars note that the Greek word that Jesus used to refer to the 

woman is the diminutive form for "dogs."                     That means 

it refers to lap dogs or pet dogs, not street dogs. In other words, 

Jesus used the word in an affectionate way, just as we sometimes 

use the word rascal in an affectionate way.  For example, a mother 

hugs her small son and says, "I love you, you little rascal." �

   The Canaanite woman's response to Jesus in our Gospel 

Lesson  shows that she understood the word that way, too.  She 

said to Jesus, probably with a smile, that even dogs eat the 

crumbs "that fall from the table of their masters." �

   In other words, she said to Jesus, "I know your priority must be 

to Jews, but couldn't you sneak a few crumbs to me, just as little 

boys do to their pets when their parents aren't looking?" �

   Jesus answered her, saying, "O woman, great is your faith!" 

With that, he cured her daughter.   The woman's aggressiveness 

illustrates an important truth about faith.  It is this: Faith is not 

something passive; it's something active and aggressive.  It's not 

sitting back and waiting for God to act.  It's not sitting back and 

trusting God will act. It's standing up and urging God to act.  It's 

making a nuisance of ourselves, if necessary, to get God to act. �

   Take the woman in today's Gospel Lesson.  She is a perfect 

picture of a nuisance.  To appreciate what a nuisance she was, 

recall that the Canaanites were the traditional enemies of the 

Jews.  The woman did something no self�respecting Canaanite 

would ever do.  She came to a Jew for help.  She did even more.  

She fell on her knees before that Jew and begged for help.  She 

even got into a friendly argument with Jesus about why he should 

help her.  In other words, today's gospel teaches us that faith 

involves aggressiveness.  It teaches us what the old saying says: 

"God helps those who help themselves." �

   St. Ignatius of Loyola wrote, "Pray as though everything 

depends on God, but act and be aggressive as if everything 

depends on us."  That's a good description of faith. �

   Once again, let me illustrate what I mean by being aggressive.  

There's an old Jewish legend about Moses.  It says that when he 

stretched out his staff across the Red Sea, as God told him to do, 

the sea didn't divide and open up a path for the people to cross 

over.  That great miracle didn't take place until an old Jewish 

couple stepped into the sea and started to walk across it.   The 

point of that story is that faith involves both our trust and our 

action.  It isn't sitting back and waiting for God to act.  It's taking 

the initiative and making things happen, as did the old Jewish 

couple in the legend.       �

   This is such an important truth that I'd like to illustrate it with 

another story that makes the same point, but from a slightly 

different perspective.  It's a story I've used before, but it fits in so 

well with what I’m saying that it deserves repeating.�

   One spring a terrible flood engulfed a rural area.  It stranded an 

old woman in her house.  As the woman stood on the front porch, 

a man in a boat appeared and said, "I've come to save you."  "No 

thanks," said the woman.  "I trust God completely.  If worst comes 

to worst, he'll save me."  The next day the water rose to the 

second floor.  As the woman stood at her bedroom window, again, 

a man in a boat appeared and said, "I've come to save you."  "No 

thanks," said the woman: "I trust God completely.  If worst comes 

to worst, he'll save me."  The next day the water rose to the roof.  

As the woman sat on the roof, a man appeared in a helicopter and 

said, "I've come to save you." "No thanks," said the woman. "I trust 

God completely.  If worst comes to worst, he'll save me."  The next 

day the flood covered the house and the woman drowned. �

   When she got to heaven, she said to St. Peter, "Before I go 

Mass Inten�ons and Sanctuary Candles are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754�8812, or by sending an email 

message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Personal visits to arrange inten�ons are always welcomed.�

inside, I want to register a complaint.  I trusted that God would 

save me from the flood, but he let me down." �

   Peter gave the woman a puzzled look and said, "I don't know 

what more the Lord could have done for you.  He sent you two 

boats and a helicopter." �

   Today's gospel stresses the important truth that God doesn't 

treat us like puppets.  He treats us like partners.  In other words, 

we shouldn't sit idly by and expect God to pull some string to save 

us every time we get into a jam.  Or to put it in yet another way, 

God doesn't want us merely to sit by and trust.  He also wants us 

to roll up our sleeves and work.  He expects us to trust and to 

work.  This is the message of today's Gospel Lesson. �

   So, if peace is to come to our world, if the hungry among us are 

to be fed, if the homeless among us are to be housed, if the naked 

among us are to be clothed, if families are to be places of love, if 

our children are to grow up wholesome, we must do more than turn 

to God in prayer and trust.  We must also roll up our sleeves and 

work.  In other words, God has given us all the ordinary resources 

we need for normal daily living. �

   Only when these ordinary resources fall short should we turn to 

God for a miracle.  Then we must do so with aggressiveness, as 

did the woman in today's Gospel.  In short, the message of today's 

Gospel comes down to this: We should trust as if everything 

depended on God, but work and be aggressive as if everything 

depended on us. �

   In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely�visit them if 

you can.  Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion this past week.  �

May God always be pleased with us!�

                Monsignor Michael �

�

�

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. Comfort 

their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them close to You & 

grant them strength, wisdom & grace. In your kindness we ask you 

to remember all the sick members of our parish , as well as those 

who reside in nursing homes and senior care facilities, & those in 

need of our prayers..�

Saturday, August 15�

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

10 AM Gail Richter r/o Matthew & Lauren Zinsky�

  5:00 PM Robert Swank r/o The Michael Family�

Sunday, August 16� 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

 10:00 AM  People of the Parish�

Monday, August 17 �

   7:30 AM  No Intention�

Tuesday, August 18 �

   7:30 AM  Godwin Ememe r/o Florence Ememe�

Wednesday, August 19 St. John Eudes, Priest�

   7:30 AM  Eunice Ugwuh r/o Florence Ememe�

Thursday, August 20 �

  7:30 AM  No Intention�

Friday, August 21 St. Pius X, Pope ��

  7:30 AM Mary Shea r/o June & Robert Diller�

Saturday, August 22�

  5:00 PM  Robert Swank r/o  St Luke’s Bingo �

 Sunday, August 23 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time �

 10:00 AM People of the Parish�

   

�

The Sanctuary Candle is lit this week in loving memory of            

Jeffrey Willoughby r/o Loretta Willoughby.�



�

 Pope's Intentions for August  

The Maritime World�

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among 

them sailors, fishermen and their families.�

�

Thank you Eleanor�

.Dear Friends,�

I want to take this opportunity to give a special thanks 

to Eleanor Phillips, who for over 30 years has served 

as our bulletin editor. She is retiring from the position. 

Please pray for Eleanor and thank her for her many 

years of service�to�St.Luke's.�

AD multos annos!�

Monsignor Michael�

�

Due to the�coronavirus�pandemic,��

Daily Mass will be held in the Parish Center �

Weekend Masses will be held in the church.�

Social distancing (6 feet) must be adhered to at all times.�

Please bring your own masks and hand sanitizer.�

Call all the rectory office, Monday through Friday between �

10�2:30, to reserve you space  for a weekend Mass. �

The church is open for private prayer from 10 am to noon on 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday.�

 �

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First 

Responders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front 

lines of the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep 

them all in your prayers.�

�

Prevention tips: �

Avoiding close contact with sick individuals; frequently wash 

hands with soap and water; do not touch the eyes, nose, or�

mouth with unwashed hands; and practice good respiratory 

hygiene. Protect yourself & others. If you are sick, stay home, 

get tested, go to the hospital.�

�

Bingo & all events have been cancelled/postponed  until further notice due to�the covid�19.�

GROCERY CARDS�are available to purchase before & after�

each weekend Mass. Volunteers needed to sell the cards. �

If you are interested, please call the rectory.�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

Thank you and may God bless you for your continued �

generosity to our Parish.�

�

August 1st����������������������������������������������������$2,584.00�

ON LINE GIVING …………………………….$   745.85�

Cross Catholic Outreach                            $   298.00�

�

St Luke’s offers ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who prefer 

to donate�through the convenience of�automatic payments. 

Sign up for Online�Giving at our parish website: https://

stlukenp.weshareonline.org/�

Second Collection�

There will be a second collection on August 22/23 for the African 

Missions of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart.�  The Brothers are 

asking for your prayers and financial support.� The Brothers of the 

Sacred Heart are religious educators who staff schools and other 

establishments in over thirty countries. Our contributions will espe-

cially benefit the young men who are preparing to enter religious 

life and needy students in the African Countries of Kenya, Leso-

tho, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Please be generous as you 

can for this special 2

nd

 collection.�

Reflec�ons On Faith�meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 

11:30 am on ZOOM. If you wish to par#cipate�in the 

ZOOM mee#ng,�please contact Jerry Mckenna 

at�gerard1938@verizon.net�or Maria D'Antuono at��

mdantuono23@msn.com for the mee#ng invita#on.�

Please like us on Facebook h�ps://facebook.com.St 

LukesRCChurch/�

Remember to please �

continue supporting our  �

Heart  to Heart contribution basket.�

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Parishioners!! The Heart�to�Heart Ministry is accepting 

non�perishable food items ( soups, tuna, canned vegeta-

bles, fruits, mac & cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, dried 

beans, cereal, cookies, juices), diapers, & personal care 

products, as well as food gift cards  for local victims of the 

covid �19 pandemic. We wish to continue to support our 

local Fish and other community food banks. We anticipate 

local food needs will accelerate in the wake of unemploy-

ment due to the crisis.  Please try to be generous as pos-

sible.� Thank you. If you know of individuals/families in 

need, please call the rectory.�

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE�

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know someone who was, you 

are encouraged to report that abuse to law enforcement and/or contacting the Diocesan Response Officer at (908)930�4558 �

(24 hrs./7days a week). For more information on how to report abuse, visit our Diocesan website: https://diometuchen.org/report�a�

suspected�abuse�

  

 READINGS THIS WEEKEND�

�

First Reading:  Isaiah:56:1, 6�7 The Lord reveals his sal-

vation to all. �

Second Reading: Romans 11:13�15,29�32 God’s favor to 

Israel is irrevocable.�

Gospel Reading: Matthew 15:21�28. Jesus heals the 

daughter of the Canaanite woman because of her great 

faith. �

�

                       20th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevoca-

ble.”�(Romans�11:29) God has a special mission in mind for 

each of us.�He has given us the gifts we need to accom-

plish that mission. We are called to be good stewards by 

using those gifts to do the work that He has planned for 

each of us.�If we deny our gifts or fail to use them as God 

calls us to use them, then some part of His work will be left 

undone.�
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 Plan Ahead Today. Make it
 Easier On Them Tomorrow.
 Let us help you pre-plan in 
 a sensitive, caring way.

 (732) 968-4227 • www.sheenanfh.com
233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Thomas E. Sheenan, CSFP • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 2592

Funerals • Cremations • International Repatriations 
22 Craig Place, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

  908-756-2693 www.scarpalasrosasfh.com

Erin T. Gigoux
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4995

Daniel M. Pellegrino
Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3128

RICHARD A. MELEO, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Jane Ligums, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Restorative, Cosmetic
& Implant Dentistry

176 Cedar Street
North Plainfield

(908) 757-2613
Fax: 908-753-9120

Joseph T. Penyak
908-753-4222
Fax: 908-753-4763
www.penyakroofing.com

3571 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458

www.higginsfuneralhome.com

Stephen D. Szczubelek
Mgr. Watchung Lic. #4446

752 Mountain Blvd.
Watchung, NJ 07069

908-756-0017


