
   Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona�

Deacon Glenn Robitaille�

  �

  Mass Schedule � Church�

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm�

  Sunday: 10:00am �

                   �

  DAILY MASS�

  Monday to Friday�

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)  �

       �

  Holy Days of Obligation�

  (Check bulletin for time)�

�

  Reconciliation�

  Saturdays 4:00�4:45pm�

  or by calling the Rectory.�

�

  Anointing of the Sick�

  Call Rectory if family member or �

  friend is in hospital or ill.�

                      �

  Religious Education (Sunday)�

  Grades Kg.� 8......................8:45�9:50am�

              �

  Parish Office Hours�

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday�

           9:00am � 12:30pm�

         Tuesday and Friday�

          10:00am � 1:30pm�

�

  Parish Trustees�

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr.�

  Elizabeth Rifino�

�

                  �

  Parish Staff�

�

  Parish Secretary �

  Jean Tietjen �

 Assistant Parish Secretary�

 Linda Smith�

 (908) 754�8812, ext. 3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com �

  �

  Director of Religious Education�

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754�8812, ext. 5�

  enteman@verizon.net �

�

  Youth Minister�

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591�8397�

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com �

�

  Bulletin Information�

  Rectory Office (908) 754�8812 ext.3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman�Catholic�Diocese�of�Metuchen�

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 

Sacrament of Bap�sm: Bap�sms are celebrated a�er Sunday Mass by 

scheduled appointment. Parents are asked to call the Rectory Office at 

(908) 754�8812 to schedule a date and make arrangements to a)end 

the Bap�smal Instruc�on Program. A)endance at one session is 

required with both the parents and godparents. �

Sacrament of Marriage: Diocesan policy requires that couples 

par�cipate in a marriage prepara�on program prior to their wedding at 

least one year in advance. Call the Rectory Office to make an 

appointment with the Pastor.�

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Consecrated Life: Anyone interested in 

learning more about a life of service to the People of God as a priest, 

deacon, a religious brother or sister, is encouraged to call the Rectory 

for further informa�on.�

RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults): A small group process by 

which a person inquires into becoming a Catholic, and may receive the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on � Bap�sm, First Eucharist, and Confirma�on, 

followed by con�nued growth in the faith. Anyone interested, may 

contact the Rectory.�

Parish Membership: All new families and individuals are welcome to our 

Parish. We  welcome you to our spiritual and social life. Call the Rectory 

to register and become involved in our spiritual and social life.  

Download a Registra�on form from our website, complete and mail to 

address indicated, or call the Rectory.�

300 Clinton Avenue�

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063�1613�

     Phone: (908) 754�8812�

     Fax: (908) 754�0120�

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com�

h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRCChurch/�

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

September 20, 2020 



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

      September was the month when grapes were harvested in 

ancient Israel. Having the harvest come due then sometimes 

created a problem. For September was also the month when 

the rainy season began in Israel.� If the torrential rains came 

before the harvest, the entire crop could be severely damaged. 

So harvesting the grapes often became a race against time.��

      To illustrate, consider a scenario that may or may not have 

been the one Jesus had in mind when he told today's parable. 

In any event, it will give us a better understanding of the 

parable.� Picture a vineyard owner, waiting to the last minute to 

harvest his grapes; for the riper the grape, the better its 

taste.� One morning he wakes up and sees that the sky is 

black with storm clouds.�The torrential rains are coming.� The 

owner rushes to the marketplace to hire workers to pick his 

grapes.� As the day progresses, however, he sees that the 

storm is gaining on the workers.��

      He goes back several more times to hire more workers to 

pick his grapes before the storm begins. The owner's efforts 

payoff, and he gets his grapes picked in time. He's so happy 

that he decides to celebrate and pay all the workers a full day's 

wage, even though some had worked only a few hours.��

      Reading between the lines of the parable, you can get the 

impression that the workers who were hired at the start of the 

day did not work as hard as they could have.� For it's surprising 

that an experienced owner should miscalculate so badly the 

number of workers needed for his harvest.��

      On the other hand, the owner's decision to pay part�time 

workers a full day's wage and to pay them ahead of the other 

workers suggests they had worked extra hard.� So when the 

other workers complained, the vineyard owner said to them: "I 

am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual 

daily wage? ... Are you envious because I am generous?"��

      Why did Jesus tell this parable?� What point was he trying 

to make to the people of his time?� In other words, who were 

the full�time workers and the part�time workers�in Jesus' 

time?� The part�time workers were the sinners and outcasts of 

the day. They were the people who took Jesus' preaching very 

seriously and reformed their lives. They were people like the 

good thief on the cross, who repented at the last minute and 

was saved.� They were people like the prodigal son, who 

repented after leaving home and was welcomed back by his 

father.�

      The full�time workers, on the other hand, were people like 

the Pharisees, who became angry when sinners repented and 

entered God's kingdom at the last minute.� They were people 

like the elder brother of the prodigal son.� He became angry 

when his brother repented and was received by his father with 

open arms.� In effect, Jesus says of these people: "Behold how 

loving your heavenly Father is.� Contrast his great love with 

your own lack of love toward your brothers and sisters."� To 

appreciate even more the lack of love that the full�time workers 

had for the part�time workers, keep in mind a further point 

about Jesus' story.� The part�time workers, who were standing 

idle in the marketplace later on in the day, were not 

loafers.� They were in the marketplace because that was 

where ancient day laborers gathered to seek 

employment.� They would come early in the morning and wait 

around till late in the afternoon, hoping someone would hire 

them.� The life of these workers was hard. Their families lived a 

hand�to�mouth existence. Many of them lived on the brink of 

starvation.��

      If a father of a family failed to get employment one day, his 

family often went hungry the next day. If a worker found work 

in the morning, his family rejoiced all day�and so did he.� It's 

against this background that we can see how lacking in love 

the full�time workers were.� They were begrudging their 

unfortunate brothers and sisters their next day's meal. So, the 

parable of the vineyard owner contrasts the loving attitude of 

Mass Inten�ons and Sanctuary Candles are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754�8812, or by sending an email 

message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Personal visits to arrange inten�ons are always welcomed.�

�

Saturday, September 19 �

  5:00 PM  People of the Parish�

Sunday,   September 20  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

 10:00 AM  Edward Tomczyk r/o Carolyn & John Stallone�

Monday,   September 21 �

   7:30AM  No Intention�

Tuesday,  September 22�

   7:30 AM  People of the Parish�

Wednesday, September 23 �

   7:30 AM  No Intention�

Thursday, September 24�

  7:30AM    No Intention      �

Friday,     September 25�

  7:30 AM Thomas Moran r/o Tanya & Kirt Mills�

Saturday, September 26�

5:00 PM Robert Swank r/o Frank & Kit DeRoner  �

Sunday,   September 27  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

 10:00AM People of the Parish�

�

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. Comfort their 

spirits with your divine presence. Keep them close to You & grant 

them strength, wisdom & grace. In your kindness we ask you to 

remember all the sick members of our parish, as well as those 

who reside in nursing homes & senior care facilities, & those in 

need of our prayers.�

the owner with the unloving attitude of the full�time workers.�

      This brings me to a practical application of the parable to 

our own lives.� The parable of the vineyard owner invites us to 

ask ourselves about our own attitudes toward our needy 

brothers and sisters.� How insensitive are we to their 

plight?� Are we so wrapped up in our own efforts to make a 

living that we forget about them in their desperate need?� Are 

we so insensitive to their plight that we even find ourselves 

begrudging them the extraordinary help they sometimes get 

from people like the vineyard owner?� How different is our 

heavenly Father toward us.           �

      Let me close with a story.� Author Geraldine Marshall says 

that one of her fondest childhood memories of a birthday is 

not one of her own birthdays but one of her father's. On one 

of those days, her father gave her a beautiful stuffed 

tiger.� Geraldine was bubbling over with joy.� Finally, after she 

calmed down, Geraldine said to her father: "But Daddy, it's 

your birthday, not mine.� I'm supposed to give you a birthday 

present!� Why are you giving me one?"� Her father took her in 

his arms and said:� "Sweetheart, you have given me a 

birthday present the most beautiful present a daughter could 

ever give her father. It's seeing the happiness that my gift has 

brought to you." �Geraldine still has that stuffed tiger.� But, she 

says, the greatest gift her father gave her that day was not the 

stuffed tiger but an insight into the joy of giving.��

Winston Churchill, the great prime minister of England 

during the Second World War, was right: "We make a living by 

what we get, but we make a life by what we give."��

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely�visit 

them if you can.� Also, please remember to pray for all who 

have wandered from the Faith and all who have died, 

especially the babies who have been killed through abortion 

this past week.� Pray also for their parents.�

May God always be pleased with us!�

Monsignor Michael��



�

�

Celebrating Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversaries�

You are cordially invited to celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding 

Anniversary by receiving a congratulatory message from Bishop 

James F. Checchio. Registration is required to receive your 

message by mail. Please register online at: 

https:www.diometuchen.org/silver�and�gold�anniversary�

celebration. If you are unable to access, please contact your 

parish secretary or amarshall@diometuchen.org. Registration will 

close on October 15, 2020. Although no fee is required, in the past 

many Jubilarian couples have given a donation of�

gratitude to the Church in memory of this special occasion. 

Donations of Gratitude may be made online or�

emailing amarshall@diometuchen.org.�

�

Due to the�Coronavirus�Pandemic �

Daily Mass will be held in the Parish Center �

Weekend Masses will be held in the church.�

Please reserve your space.�

Social distancing (6 feet) must be adhered to at all times.�

Seating: In order to enable social distancing  pews marked with 

red tape and a sign are not available for seating. There is a limit of 

57 people in the church. Please bring your own masks and hand 

sanitizer. The church is open for private prayer from 10 am to noon 

on Monday, Wednesday & Friday�

�

Religious Education�

Religious Education classes at our Parish reopen on SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER� 20th (8:45�9:50am). Packets have been mailed to 

all of our RE registered Families. We look forward to welcoming 

back all of our children/youth.��God Bless�

�

�

Bingo & all events have been cancelled/postponed  until further notice due to�the covid�19.�

GROCERY CARDS�are available to purchase before & after�

each weekend Mass. Volunteers needed to sell the cards, especially on �

Saturdays. If you are interested, please call the rectory.�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

 Thank you and may God bless you for your continued �

generosity to our Parish.�

�

September 13                                               $2,576.00�

Peter Pence                                                  $   375.00�

On Line Giving                                              $   369.80�

�

St LUKE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who prefer 

to donate�through the convenience of�automatic payments. See  

the parish website: https://stlukenp.weshareonline.org/�

�

Life�Giving Wounds Fall Retreat�

Life�Giving Wounds, a Catholic apostolate dedicated to the �

spiritual healing of adult children of divorce or separation, will host 

an online retreat this Fall. Taking place over seven Thursday eve-

nings, from Oct. 1 to Nov 12, the retreat will include six live 

presentations, guided small group discussions, and an evening of 

live�streamed Eucharistic Adoration with live music. Retreatants 

will also receive a Retreat Guide and Retreat Journal. $75 early�

bird, $100 after Sept. 20, $50 college students. More information 

and registration here: https://www.lifegivingwounds.org/

onlineretreat�

Reflec�ons On Faith�meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 

11:30 am on ZOOM. If you wish to par#cipate�in the 

ZOOM mee#ng,�please contact Jerry Mckenna 

at�gerard1938@verizon.net�or Maria D'Antuono at��

mdantuono23@msn.com for the mee#ng invita#on.�

Please like us on Facebook h�ps://facebook.com.St 

LukesRCChurch/�

Remember to please �

continue supporting our  �

Heart  to Heart contribution basket.�

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Parishioners!! The Heart�to�Heart Ministry is ac-

cepting non�perishable food items ( soups, tuna, 

canned vegetables, fruits, mac & cheese, pasta, 

pasta sauce, rice, dried beans, cereal, cookies, 

juices), diapers, & personal care products, as well 

as food gift cards  for local victims of the covid �19 pandemic. 

We wish to continue to support our local Fish and other com-

munity food banks. We anticipate local food needs will accel-

erate in the wake of unemployment due to the crisis.  Please 

try to be generous as possible.� Thank you. If you know of 

individuals/families in need, please call the rectory.�

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE�

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know someone who was, you 

are encouraged to report that abuse to law enforcement and/or contacting the Diocesan Response Officer at (908)930�4558 �

(24 hrs./7days a week). For more information on how to report abuse, visit our Diocesan website: https://diometuchen.org/report�a�

suspected�abuse�

�

READINGS THIS WEEKEND�

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6�9(133A) God's ways are far beyond 

the ways of human beings.  �

Second Reading: Philippians1:20c�24,27a Paul tells the Philippi-

ans to live for Christ.  �

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1�16a� In the parable of the work-

ers in the vineyard, Jesus teaches about God's generous mercy. �

                          �

                               25th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

“So the last will be first and the first last.” (Matthew 20:16)�

You’ve heard the saying “It’s not where you start, but how you fin-

ish.”�This certainly applies to this Bible passage.�We have a re-

sponsibility not only for our own lives, but for the lives of others as 

well.�We are called to generously share our gifts with others, not 

hoard them for our own use.�Our sincere gratitude�

and cheerful generosity will help us live “God�centered” lives and 

not “self�centered” lives.�

�

“ Pope's Intentions for September �

Respect for the Planet's Resources�

We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but 

shared in a just and respectful manner. �

�

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First Re-

sponders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front lines of 

the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep them all in your 

prayers.�
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