
   Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona�

Deacon Glenn Robitaille�

  �

  Mass Schedule � Church�

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm�

  Sunday: 10:00am �

                   �

  DAILY MASS�

  Monday to Friday�

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)  �

       �

  Holy Days of Obligation�

  (Check bulletin for time)�

�

  Reconciliation�

  Saturdays 4:00�4:45pm�

  or by calling the Rectory.�

�

  Anointing of the Sick�

  Call Rectory if family member or �

  friend is in hospital or ill.�

                      �

  Religious Education (Sunday)�

  Grades Kg.� 8......................8:45�9:50am�

              �

  Parish Office Hours�

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday�

           9:00am � 12:30pm�

         Tuesday and Friday�

          10:00am � 1:30pm�

�

  Parish Trustees�

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr.�

  Elizabeth Rifino�

�

                  �

  Parish Staff�

  Parish Secretary �

  Jean Tietjen �

  Assistant Parish Secretary�

  Linda Smith�

  (908) 754�8812, ext. 3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com �

  �

  Director of Religious Education�

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754�8812, ext. 5�

  enteman@verizon.net �

�

  Youth Minister�

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591�8397�

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com �

�

  Bulletin Information�

  Rectory Office (908) 754�8812 ext.3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman�Catholic�Diocese�of�Metuchen�

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 

Sacrament of Bap�sm: Bap�sms are celebrated a�er Sunday Mass by 

scheduled appointment. Parents are asked to call the Rectory Office at 

(908) 754�8812 to schedule a date and make arrangements to a)end 

the Bap�smal Instruc�on Program. A)endance at one session is 

required with both the parents and godparents. �

Sacrament of Marriage: Diocesan policy requires that couples 

par�cipate in a marriage prepara�on program prior to their wedding at 

least one year in advance. Call the Rectory Office to make an 

appointment with the Pastor.�

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Consecrated Life: Anyone interested in 

learning more about a life of service to the People of God as a priest, 

deacon, a religious brother or sister, is encouraged to call the Rectory 

for further informa�on.�

RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults): A small group process by 

which a person inquires into becoming a Catholic, and may receive the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on � Bap�sm, First Eucharist, and Confirma�on, 

followed by con�nued growth in the faith. Anyone interested, may 

contact the Rectory.�

Parish Membership: All new families and individuals are welcome to our 

Parish. We  welcome you to our spiritual and social life. Call the Rectory 

to register and become involved in our spiritual and social life.  

Download a Registra�on form from our website, complete and mail to 

address indicated, or call the Rectory.�

300 Clinton Avenue�

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063�1613�

     Phone: (908) 754�8812�

     Fax: (908) 754�0120�

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com�

h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRCChurch/�

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

October 4, 2020 



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

I believe that the Parable of the Vineyard Owner in today's 

Gospel Lesson serves as a summary of the history of our 

salvation by God. I don't know whether or not you've ever had the 

opportunity to visit Canada through Niagara Falls. The Melrose 

Suspension Bridge links Canada and the United States. They say 

the bridge was built in this way: First a kite was flown across the 

river. Attached to the kite was a piece of string. Attached to the 

string was a rope. And to the rope was attached a steel cable. 

The steel cable was then used to get the rest of the bridge in 

place. The story of the Melrose Bridge is often used to illustrate 

how great things often have humble beginnings.��

Storytelling has been popular ever since human beings 

learned to put words together to form sentences. Few ancient 

people were able to read or write. Whenever they wanted to 

teach something important, they made up a story about it. This 

made the teaching not only easy to learn but also easy to 

remember.��

Jesus probably told more stories than most teachers. 

His stories are called parables. Someone has cleverly 

described a parable as an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. For all practical purposes, the parables of Jesus fall 

into two categories: window parables and mirror parables.��

A window parable is a simple story that teaches about God 

or God's kingdom. It is a "verbal window" through which we can 

look to get an insight into God or God's kingdom. A window 

parable often begins with the words "The kingdom of God is like." 

An example of a window parable is Jesus' story of the Lost 

Sheep. It compares a shepherd's concern for a lost sheep to his 

Father's concern for a sinner. The shepherd goes out to search 

for the stray. When he finds it, he doesn't tie it to a tree and 

punish it. He carries it home, lovingly, on his shoulders. Jesus' 

point is that his heavenly Father treats sinners the same way. So 

window parables are stories that give us an insight into God or his 

kingdom.��

Mirror parables, on the other hand, are stories that act as 

"verbal mirrors." That is, they give us an insight into ourselves. 

Jesus constructed these parables in such a way that people in 

his parable represented people in his listening audience. In 

other words, people listening to Jesus were able to see 

themselves in one of the characters in the parable.��

Today's Parable of the Vineyard Owner is a good example 

of this. Jesus directed it primarily to the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, that is, the religious leaders of Israel. Let's now look 

more closely at this parable to see how it served as a mirror for 

the chief priests and the Pharisees. Let's look at the parable's 

cast of characters and see who Jesus intended them to represent 

in real life.��

The vineyard owner, of course, is God. The vineyard, as 

today's Old Testament Lesson shows, is the people of Israel. The 

vineyard tenants are the leaders of Israel. The first group of 

slaves, sent by the owner, are the early prophets God sent to 

Israel. The second group of slaves are the later prophets God 

sent to Israel. The owner's son, who was killed, is Jesus. The 

new tenant farmers, to whom the owner leases the vineyard, are 

the apostles of Jesus. They are the new leaders of God's people.��

The parable's conclusion, which isn't included in today's 

reading, says, "The chief priests and the Pharisees ... knew that 

(Jesus) was talking about them." In other words, they looked 

into the mirror parable and saw themselves. But instead of 

changing, they continued in their wrong ways.��

This brings me to an important question. Did Jesus intend 

this parable to have meaning only for the chief priests and the 

Pharisees? I don't think so. I believe He intended it to have 

meaning for us, also. So, what does the parable say to us? Let me 

list just four things.��

First, it summarizes the complete biblical story of 

salvation, even to the point of making clear�cut references to 

the Old Our heavenly Father is infinitely patient. But the time 

Mass Inten�ons and Sanctuary Candles are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754�8812, or by sending an email 

message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Personal visits to arrange inten�ons are always welcomed.�

Saturday, October 3 �

  5:00 PM  Diane Richter r/o St. Luke’s Bingo�

Sunday,   October 4   27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

 10:00 AM  People of the Parish�

Monday,   October 5 �

   7:30AM  No Intention�

Tuesday,  October 6�

   7:30 AM  Daniel Sullivan r/o Claire & John Tucciarone�

Wednesday, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary�

   7:30 AM  People of the Parish�

Thursday,  October 8�

  7:30AM    No Intention      �

Friday,     October 9 �

  7:30 AM  Thomas Morin r/o Tanya & Kirt Mills�

Saturday, October 10�

 5:00 PM   Lorraine Richter r/o Matthew & Lauren Zinsky�

Sunday,   October 11 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

 10:00AM  People of the Parish�

�

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. Comfort their 

spirits with your divine presence. Keep them close to You & grant them 

strength, wisdom & grace. In your kindness we ask you to remember all 

the sick members of our parish, as well as those who reside in nursing 

homes & senior care facilities, & those in need of our prayers.�

�

�

The Sanctuary Candle is lit this week in memory of �

Nancy Danyov r/o Loretta Willoughby�

�

will come when God's patience will give way to judgment. We, 

too, will be held accountable for our actions. So today's 

parable was not intended merely for the chief priests and the 

Pharisees of Jesus' day. It was intended for us, also. It 

summarizes the biblical story of salvation. It teaches that 

Jesus is the Son of God. It teaches that Jesus' apostles are 

the new leaders of God's people.��

Finally, it teaches us about God’s great patience toward 

us, and our own accountability to God. Let me close with this 

prayerful thought. Let me express it in these paraphrased lyrics 

of a song, written years ago by Richard Wilson: "Jesus was the 

storytelling kind. He painted pictures in the mind. It was how he 

showed people, like you and me, the ways things were supposed 

to be. "He used the sky. He used the sea. He used the birds. He 

used the tree. He used whatever he could see." Storyteller? Yes 

Jesus was the storytelling kind. He painted pictures in the mind.�It 

was the way he showed people, like you and me, the way things 

were supposed to be."��

In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely�

visit them if you can. Also, please remember to pray for all 

who have wandered from the Faith and all who have died, 

especially the babies who have been killed through abortion 

this past week and their parents.��

May God always be pleased with us!�

Monsignor Michael�

�

Pope's Intentions for October �

                               The Laity's Mission in the Church�

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may 

participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.�

�



�

�

Celebrating Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversaries�

You are cordially invited to celebrate your 25 or 50 the Wedding 

Anniversary by receiving a congratulatory message from Bishop 

James F. Checchio. Registration is required to receive your 

message by mail. Please register online at: 

https:www.diometuchen.org/silver�and�gold�anniversary�

celebration. If you are unable to access, please contact your 

parish secretary or amarshall@diometuchen.org. Registration will 

close on October 15, 2020. Although no fee is required, in the past 

many Jubilarian couples have given a donation of�

gratitude to the Church in memory of this special occasion. 

Donations of Gratitude may be made online or�

emailing amarshall@diometuchen.org.�

�

Due to the�Coronavirus�Pandemic �

Daily Mass will be held in the Parish Center �

Weekend Masses will be held in the church.�

Please reserve your space.�

Social distancing (6 feet) must be adhered to at all times.�

Seating: In order to enable social distancing  pews marked with 

red tape and a sign are not available for seating. There is a limit of 

57 people in the church. Please bring your own masks and hand 

sanitizer. The church is open for private prayer from 10 am to noon 

on Monday, Wednesday & Friday.�

�

                            Union Catholic High School�

Fall Open House: Wednesday, October 7th at 7PM�

There are two options to attend.�

In�Person Drive�In Format or Virtual Open House Via Zoom�

For additional information or to reserve your spot, visit our website 

www.unioncatholic.org or call 908�889�1600 ext.302�

�

Bingo & all events have been cancelled/postponed  until further notice due to�the covid�19.�

GROCERY CARDS�are available to purchase before & after�

each weekend Mass. Volunteers needed to sell the cards, especially on �

Saturdays. If you are interested, please call the rectory.�

�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

 Thank you and may God bless you for your continued �

generosity to our Parish.�

�

September 27                                               $2,560.00�

                                                  �

On Line Giving                                              $   321.30�

�

St LUKE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who prefer 

to donate�through the convenience of�automatic payments. �

Sign up for Online�Giving at our parish website:�

https://stlukenp.weshareonline.org/�

�

�

Bishop Appeal Status�for St. Luke, as of �

September  24, 2020�

The Development Office has received pledges totaling 

$38,597.50 & payments totaling $32,695.00  from 82�

parishioners. Thank you to all who have given so generously 

towards the $32,000.00 goal.�

�

�

�

Reflec�ons On Faith�meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 11:30 am 

on ZOOM. If you wish to par�cipate�in the ZOOM mee�ng,�please 

contact Jerry Mckenna at�gerard1938@verizon.net�or Maria D'An-

tuono at�mdantuono23@msn.com for the mee�ng invita�on.�

�

**Please provide the Rectory Office with your current email �

address, to ensure you will receive all important parish news. **�

Remember to please �

continue supporting our  �

Heart  to Heart contribution basket.�

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Parishioners!! The Heart�to�Heart Ministry is accepting non�

perishable food items ( soups, tuna, canned vegetables, 

fruits, mac & cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, dried beans, 

cereal, cookies, juices), diapers, & personal care products, as 

well as food gift cards  for local victims of the covid �19 pan-

demic. We wish to continue to support our local Fish and oth-

er community food banks. We anticipate local food needs will 

accelerate in the wake of unemployment due to the crisis.  

Please try to be generous as possible.� Thank you. If you 

know of individuals/families in need, please call the rectory.�

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE�

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know someone who was, you 

are encouraged to report that abuse to law enforcement and/or contacting the Diocesan Response Officer at (908)930�4558 �

(24 hrs./7days a week). For more information on how to report abuse, visit our Diocesan website: https://diometuchen.org/report�a�

suspected�abuse�

�

READINGS THIS WEEKEND�

�

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1�7 The Lord compares the house of �

Israel to a vineyard.  �

Second Reading: Philippians 4:6�9 Paul encourages the Philip-

pians to stay faithful to the teaching they received from him. �

Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:31�43 Jesus tells the parable about 

the wicked tenants. �

FIRST EUCHARIST�

We extend our congratulations to the following youth of our parish 

who celebrated their First Eucharist during the month of �

September: Roxana Cataldo, Giancarlos Perez, Nicholas Pisano, �

Emma Raphel and Jonathan Teutsch. May our children continue 

to grow in the love of Jesus!�

�

                               27th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

“The stone the builders rejected has become the corner 

stone…”� � Matthew 21:42 Jesus was rejected by the religious 

and political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens.� Liv-

ing a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by oth-

ers in today’s society.� For example, saying grace before a meal 

in a restaurant may attract some strange looks from some.� But to 

others it is sign that God is alive and well!�

�

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First Re-

sponders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front lines of 

the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep them all in your 

prayers.�
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