
   Rev. Msgr. Michael Corona�

Deacon Glenn Robitaille�

  �

  Mass Schedule � Church�

  Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm�

  Sunday: 10:00am �

                   �

  DAILY MASS�

  Monday to Friday�

  7:30am (Parish Center Chapel)  �

       �

  Holy Days of Obligation�

  (Check bulletin for time)�

�

  Reconciliation�

  Saturdays 4:00�4:45pm�

  or by calling the Rectory.�

�

  Anointing of the Sick�

  Call Rectory if family member or �

  friend is in hospital or ill.�

                      �

  Religious Education (Sunday)�

  Grades Kg.� 8......................8:45�9:50am�

              �

  Parish Office Hours�

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday�

           9:00am � 12:30pm�

         Tuesday and Friday�

          10:00am � 1:30pm�

�

  Parish Trustees�

  Kenneth E. Phillips, Sr.�

  Elizabeth Rifino�

�

                  �

  Parish Staff�

  Parish Secretary �

  Jean Tietjen �

  Assistant Parish Secretary�

  Linda Smith�

  (908) 754�8812, ext. 3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com �

  �

  Director of Religious Education�

  Jeanne Enteman (908) 754�8812, ext. 5�

  enteman@verizon.net �

�

  Youth Minister�

  Lidia D'Armiento (908) 591�8397�

  stlukesyouthnp@gmail.com �

�

  Bulletin Information�

  Rectory Office (908) 754�8812 ext.3�

  stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

The Church of St. Luke 

Roman�Catholic�Diocese�of�Metuchen�

 

We come together as a community of faith 

to celebrate our life together in Christ. 

Sacrament of Bap�sm: Bap�sms are celebrated a�er Sunday Mass by 

scheduled appointment. Parents are asked to call the Rectory Office at 

(908) 754�8812 to schedule a date and make arrangements to a)end 

the Bap�smal Instruc�on Program. A)endance at one session is 

required with both the parents and godparents. �

Sacrament of Marriage: Diocesan policy requires that couples 

par�cipate in a marriage prepara�on program prior to their wedding at 

least one year in advance. Call the Rectory Office to make an 

appointment with the Pastor.�

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Consecrated Life: Anyone interested in 

learning more about a life of service to the People of God as a priest, 

deacon, a religious brother or sister, is encouraged to call the Rectory 

for further informa�on.�

RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on for Adults): A small group process by 

which a person inquires into becoming a Catholic, and may receive the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on � Bap�sm, First Eucharist, and Confirma�on, 

followed by con�nued growth in the faith. Anyone interested, may 

contact the Rectory.�

Parish Membership: All new families and individuals are welcome to our 

Parish. We  welcome you to our spiritual and social life. Call the Rectory 

to register and become involved in our spiritual and social life.  

Download a Registra�on form from our website, complete and mail to 

address indicated, or call the Rectory.�

300 Clinton Avenue�

     North Plainfield, NJ 07063�1613�

     Phone: (908) 754�8812�

     Fax: (908) 754�0120�

     Email: stlukesinfo@gmail.com�

Website: www.stlukenp.weconnect.com�

h�ps://facebook.com.St LukesRCChurch/�

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

October 11, 2020 



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

       In ancient times, kings announced the approximate time for a 

wedding banquet weeks in advance. The exact day of the banquet 

was given at a later date.� To say yes to the advance invitation and 

no at the later date was an insult.� A modern example will illustrate. 

Suppose your son is returning home after being out of the country 

for five years. He's scheduled to arrive sometime next week, but 

he's not sure whether it will be on Thursday or on Friday.��

You call two of his closest friends and invite them to a welcome�

home dinner. You explain the situation and ask them to hold both 

dates open. They agree enthusiastically.� When news comes that 

your son will arrive on Friday, you call his friends back and say, 

"The dinner will be Friday night." They shock you by saying, 

"Sorry!� We've made other plans for that night."��

       It was this kind of situation, I believe, that Jesus had in mind in 

today's parable.� The audience for whom Jesus intended his 

parable was the Jewish people of his time. Ages before, they had 

accepted God's invitation to be his chosen people�his special 

guests at the banquet of the kingdom of God.� But when Jesus 

came to announce the banquet, they rejected his invitation.� It is 

clear how Jesus' parable applied to the Jewish people of his day. 

But how does it apply to us today?� What message does it contain 

for you and me in 2020? What is Jesus saying to us through it?��

       The Chosen People had accepted God's first invitation. But 

then some of them had a change of heart. The parable says one 

man decided to work on his farm instead.� Another decided to 

attend to other business. These men didn't go off to get drunk. 

They didn't decide to commit a crime.� They simply decided to do 

something else.��

I think here is where the lesson is for us. We, too, have accepted 

God's invitation.� Most of us were baptized as infants, but we have 

made the Faith our own when we accepted the Holy Spirit in 

Confirmation.� We said yes to God's invitation to be his guests at 

the eternal banquet.��

       But saying yes to God's invitation is not a one�time 

commitment.� It's an ongoing process.� Saying yes to God's 

invitation requires constant recommitment and updating. No matter 

how young or how old we are, it's so easy to get distracted by daily 

life and to forget about eternal life.��

       You see, it's so easy to fill ourselves with the junk food of this 

life and forget about the banquet of eternal life.� Accepting God's 

invitation is not a matter of saying yes once and then forgetting all 

about it.� It's like the "I do" of marriage.� The "I do" is not the end of 

a process, but the beginning of one.� Saying yes to God is like 

graduating from high school or college.� Graduation is not the end 

of one's learning, but the launching pad for further learning.��

       Our commitment to God must grow too. If it doesn't grow, it 

can atrophy and die, like an unused muscle.� Take the Eucharist 

we attend each weekend.� Does it mean more to us today than it 

did a year ago?� If not, why not?� Or take the word of God.� Do we 

try to listen to it carefully and apply it to our daily life?� Or do we 

listen to it, file it away in our mind, and forget all about it when we 

leave Mass?��

       Many times ago a priest friend of mine told this story on 

himself.� One night he went over to the church to lock it up for the 

night.� He found a boy asleep in the last pew. He woke the boy 

apologetically, and told him he was going to lock up.� The boy 

explained that he had no place to stay that night and was hoping to 

remain in the church.� The minister said that he hoped the boy 

would understand, but he didn't think that was a good idea.� The 

minister then invited the boy into the church office while he called 

two shelters in town, trying to find a place for the boy to stay. 

Unfortunately, neither had a vacancy that night.��

       The priest apologized to the boy.� The boy said he understood, 

shook hands with him, and disappeared into the night.� When the 

priest returned to the rectory, he told his associate about the 

incident.� He looked at him and said, "Why didn't you bring the boy 

home?� He could have stayed in the guest bedroom."� The priest 

thought momentarily. Then he shook his head sorrowfully and said,          

"Well, it's too late now."� With that, he sat down in an easy 

chair.� He picked up his Bible, opened it, removed the marker, and 

began to read the assigned section for the day.��

       It was the Parable of the Good Samaritan.� Suddenly the 

minister realized that the boy he turned away was like the injured 

Mass Inten�ons and Sanctuary Candles are arranged through the Rectory Office by calling (908) 754�8812, or by sending an email 

message to stlukesinfo@gmail.com. Personal visits to arrange inten�ons are always welcomed.�

Saturday, October 10 �

   5:00 PM  Lorraine Richter r/o Matthew & Lauren Zinsky�

Sunday,   October 11   28th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

  10:00 AM  People of the Parish�

Monday, October 12 �

   7:30AM  No Intention�

Tuesday, October 13�

   7:30 AM  No Intention�

Wednesday, October 14 St. Callistus I, Pope & Martyr�

   7:30 AM  People of the Parish�

Thursday, October 15�

   7:30AM  No Intention      �

Friday, October 16�

   7:30 AM  No Intention�

Saturday, October 17�

   5:00 PM  Ersama & Cosmo Mitrano r/o Elena Gulyas�

Sunday, October 18 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

  10:00AM  People of the Parish�

�

O Lord, be present with all those who serve our country. 

Comfort their spirits with your divine presence. Keep them 

close to You & grant them strength, wisdom & grace. In your 

kindness we ask you to remember all the sick members of our 

parish, as well as those who reside in nursing homes & senior 

care facilities, & those in need of our prayers.�

�

�

�

man in that parable.� He, too, was badly in need of somebody's 

help. He saw, also, that he was like the Jewish priest in the 

parable.� He had passed up the boy without helping him.� He 

closed the Bible.��

       He thought about a story he had heard, years ago, when he 

was a student in the seminary.� An old Jewish man came up to a 

rabbi and said, "Rabbi, I've just read through the entire Bible for 

the fifth time in my life."� The rabbi looked at the old man and said, 

"The important thing, Abraham, is not how many times you've 

been through the Bible, but how many times the Bible has been 

through you."��

       I believe today's Gospel Lesson is an invitation for us to take 

a long, hard look at ourselves and to ask ourselves if perhaps we 

are like my priest friend. � Do we listen attentively to God's word at 

Mass, but fail to apply it to our daily life?� Or are we perhaps like 

the two men in today's Gospel Lesson?� Are we becoming so 

involved in the banquets of this life that we are forgetting about 

the banquet of eternal life?� Only you and I can answer those 

questions. But answer them we must.� Why?� Because how we 

answer them will make an eternity of difference later.��

       May the Lord help us to learn from the two men in today's 

parable.� Like them, we, too, have accepted His invitation to the 

banquet of eternal life.� May the Lord help us avoid making the 

same mistake they did, and keep us from becoming so caught up 

with the affairs of this life that we forget about eternal 

life. � Accepting God's banquet invitation is more than a onetime 

decision.� It's an ongoing commitment.�

       In your charity, please pray for the sick and lonely�visit them 

if you can. Also, please remember to pray for all who have 

wandered from the Faith and all who have died, especially the 

babies who have been killed through abortion this past week and 

their parents.��

�

May God always be pleased with us!�

Monsignor Michael�



�

�

Rosary News: October Month of The Holy Rosary�

The Rosary is being said everyday at 11:30 am on 

Eternal World Television Network (EWTN). Please join 

St Luke’s Rosary Society as we pray the rosary 

together. Hopefully we can resume our monthly meetings soon.  

Please contact Diane with any questions at (732) 529�4184. �

God Bless, Betty Meeker & Diane Dorward.�

�

                               World Mission Sunday�

                   October 18, 2020�

We are called through our Baptism to be part of the 

Church’s missionary efforts, through prayer, self�

sacrifice, & support of the Mission Church through 

material aid. Please Offer financial HELP & 

CHARITY through the collection for vulnerable 

communities throughout Asia, Africa, Latin America & Pacific 

Islands.�

�

  Due to the�Coronavirus�Pandemic �

Daily Mass will be held in the Parish Center �

Weekend Masses will be held in the church.�

Please reserve your space.�

Social distancing (6 feet) must be adhered to at all times.�

Seating: In order to enable social distancing  pews marked with 

red tape and a sign are not available for seating. There is a limit 

of 57 people in the church. Please bring your own masks and 

hand sanitizer. The church is open for private prayer from �

10 to noon on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.�

�

Bingo & all events have been cancelled/postponed  until further notice due to�the covid�19.�

GROCERY CARDS�are available to purchase before & after�

each weekend Mass. Volunteers needed to sell the cards, especially on �

Saturdays. If you are interested, please call the rectory.�

�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

 Thank you and may God bless you for your continued �

generosity to our Parish.�

�

October 4                                                      $2,807.00�

                                                  �

On Line Giving                                              $   321.30�

�

St LUKE OFFERS ONLINE GIVING for parishioners, who prefer 

to donate�through the convenience of�automatic payments. �

Sign up for Online�Giving at our parish website:�

https://stlukenp.weshareonline.org/�

�

Parish Accountant�

Anyone interested and available for the position of Parish �

Accountant, please call the Rectory Office for an appointment with 

Msgr. Corona and an interview�

�

Bishop Appeal Status�as of September  24, 2020�

The Development Office has received pledges totaling $38,597.50 

& payments totaling $32,695.00  from 82 parishioners. Thank you 

to all who have given so generously towards the $32,000.00 goal.�

�

�

Reflec�ons On Faith�meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 11:30 am 

on ZOOM. If you wish to par�cipate�in the ZOOM mee�ng,�please 

contact Jerry Mckenna at�gerard1938@verizon.net�or Maria D'An-

tuono at�mdantuono23@msn.com for the mee�ng invita�on.�

�

**Please provide the Rectory Office with your current email �

address to ensure you will receive all important parish news. **�

Remember to please �

continue supporting our  �

Heart  to Heart contribution basket.�

St. Luke Family Ministry 

Parishioners!! The Heart�to�Heart Ministry is accepting non�

perishable food items ( soups, tuna, canned vegetables, 

fruits, mac & cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, dried beans, 

cereal, cookies, juices), diapers, & personal care products, as 

well as food gift cards  for local victims of the covid �19 pan-

demic. We wish to continue to support our local Fish and oth-

er community food banks. We anticipate local food needs will 

accelerate in the wake of unemployment due to the crisis.  

Please try to be generous as possible.� Thank you. If you 

know of individuals/families in need, please call the rectory.�

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE�

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know someone who was, you 

are encouraged to report that abuse to law enforcement and/or contacting the Diocesan Response Officer at (908)930�4558 �

(24 hrs./7days a week). For more information on how to report abuse, visit our Diocesan website: https://diometuchen.org/report�a�

suspected�abuse�

�

READINGS THIS WEEKEND�

�

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6�10a The Lord will provide richly for his 

people. �

Second Reading: Philippians 4:12�14,19�20 .Paul tells the Phi-

lippians that God provides whatever he needs.  �

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1�14  Jesus compares the kingdom 

of heaven to a wedding feast. �

�

                           28th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

“My God will supply whatever you need…”� � Philippians 4:19�

God really does provide for those who are grateful and gener-

ous.� This is very difficult for people that don’t live a stewardship 

lifestyle to believe.� People are skeptical and say it’s just coinci-

dence.� If you are skeptical, try living a stewardship lifestyle for 

just one month � be generous with your gifts of time in prayer, 

talent in charitable works and treasure and see how God provides 

for your needs.�

Pope's Intentions for October �

The Laity's Mission in the Church: We pray that by the virtue of 

baptism, the laity, especially women, may participate more in 

areas of responsibility in the Church.�

A special thank you to all of the Medical Personnel and First 

Responders who continue to sacrifice for others on the front lines 

of the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue to keep them all in 

your prayers.�
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