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April 4, 2021 � Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord�

PASTORAL NOTES�

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS:  The Resurrection was too much for the disciples to take in.  They were disoriented by terror, by  

wonder, and by joy.  What could be the same if even death itself is unreliable?  Mary thinks Jesus is the gardener, but when he 

speaks to her she melts.  “The sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice” (John 10:4).  Like the lover of the Song of 

Songs, her joy soon shivers into uncertainty when she moves to embrace him and he is changed.  “Do not hold on to me,” he says.  

What?  Jesus asks Mary to adopt new ways of seeing and touching him, to know him in a new way, in spirit.  But we learn the 

ways of spirit clumsily; like learning to write with the opposite hand, it means unlearning the old way.  This bizarre experience of 

knowing but not knowing emerges in an odd line from the later story of the lakeshore breakfast: “None of the disciples dared to 

ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they realized it was the Lord” (21:12).�

� Resurrection is more than a new phase of the old life.  Jesus invites followers to rise with him into a strange, upside�down 

world where apparent irreversibles are reversed: life defeats death, love trumps evil, weakness means power, humility wins out, 

last come first, and “nothing will be impossible for God” (Luke 1:37).�

� Keeping this focus demands an attitude of prayerful concentration like contemplation.  The Letter to the Colossians      

urges believers to “think of what is above.”  This means not just having an idea but practicing habitual patterns of thinking.  The 

marvelous news of Resurrection announces itself only to those who return repeatedly to question, ponder, and insist on under-

standing such statements as “you have died,” “your life is hidden with Christ in God,” and “you also will be revealed with him in 

glory.”  Members of the Christian community who listen intently and often to this message of Jesus’ life gradually learn to live the 

resurrection as a fact of life,�

� Colossians 3:1�4 also is meant as a guide for community life.  Each “you” is plural.  Reread 3:1�4 from the plural          

perspective.  What might “what is above” and “what is on earth” mean for life in a community of faith?�

�

ABOUT EASTER SUNDAY:  Easter Sunday crowns the Triduum celebration and begins a new period of time within the        

liturgical year.  Easter Sunday is the pattern and purpose for all other Sunday celebrations of the year and begins a time of          

reflecting on how the followers of Jesus came to receive and understand his Resurrection from the dead.�

�

LITURGY AND LIFE:  Being recognized and being named touches us deeply and can lead to mutual affirmation, respect, and 

healing.  We often want to hold on to the moment, but life goes on.  This is revealed in the memorial we celebrate in the Eucharist.  

Reflect on the power of your words.  Relish the memory of people you have loved who have died.  Allow the experience to one 

day free you to bring healing, new life, and good news to others.�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY (Inspiration for the week):  Alleluia! Christ is risen! About today’s feast, St. Augustine writes: “And    

he departed from our sight that we might return to our hearts and find him there. For he left us, and behold, he is here.” Christ’s 

resurrected presence lives not only in the highest heaven but in the fragile human heart. Christ’s life inspires us and moves us to 

see a future for every human being and discover our true purpose and meaning. Every human being has a desire to live, and this 

cry can be heard within. There is a longing for a connection with Someone greater than ourselves that gives an import to our     

existence that we cannot supply. Today, our deepest questions find answers.�

�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION:  Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM or anytime by  request with appointment. Please do not 

hesitate to contact Father Seth at any time concerning your desire for confession. N.B.: Father Seth will also be hearing Confes-

sions during the First Friday Holy Hour beginning at 8:30am and ending at 9:00am.�

�

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  How have I come to believe?  How can I witness to “Resurrection time,” to this era in which our 

lives have a deeper dimension and a greater purpose?�

�

Our Parish Office will be closed on Monday, April 5th.�

�

�



April 4, 2021 � Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF April 4th, 2021�

Sunday 4/4:� Acts 10:34a, 37�43/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 22�23 [24]/Col 3:1�4 or 1 Cor 5:6b�8/Jn 20:1�9 or Mk 16:1�7 or Lk 24:13�35�

Monday 4/5: � Acts 2:14, 22�33/Ps 16:1�2, 5, 7�8, 9�10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8�15�

Tuesday 4/6: � Acts 2:36�41/Ps 33:4�5, 18�19, 20, 22 [5b]/Jn 20:11�18�

Wednesday 4/7:� Acts 3:1�10/Ps 105:1�2, 3�4, 6�7, 8�9 [3b]/Lk 24:13�35�

Thursday 4/8:       �Acts 3:11�26/Ps 8:2, 5, 6�7, 8�9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35�48�

Friday 4/9: � Acts 4:1�12/Ps 118:1�2, 4, 22�24, 25�27 [22]/Jn 21:1�14�

Saturday 4/10: � Acts 4:13�21/Ps 118:1, 14�15, 16�18, 19�21 [21a]/Mk 16:9�15�

  Weekend of March 20�21, 2021 �

Sacrificial Offering� �           �    $5,722.06 �

Easter�                                                         500.00�

Diocesan Collections                                      �

� Care & Education of Priests            42.00 �

�

Due to the early submission of the bulletin, the    

collections for March 27 and 28 will appear in next 

week’s bulletin.�

�

Thank you for your continued generosity                                

in supporting your parish.�

PASTA DINNER �

THANK YOU!!�

Thank you to everyone who purchased 

dinners, volunteered time and supported 

our Pasta Supper and Basket Raffle.  

We could not have done it without you.  

Profits will be reported when all bills have been received.  

You truly are a blessing to this parish.  Thank you.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

“Is there a happy ending?�

When my kids were young, we never made it past the first whiff of any narrative tension before I got this question. As soon as whatever 

princess or furry woodland animal who was the hero of the story got into any small scrape, they wanted that reassurance, “Is there a hap-

py ending?”�

I can’t say I blame them. Don’t we all feel that way sometimes? We enter into a relationship with someone or some situation, and we just 

want to protect ourselves. We want to know it’s not going to go badly � or, if it does, that we will be able to come back from it. It’s a 

human instinct, a reflex. Our inclination to protect ourselves makes it so that we sometimes want to press fast�forward on the bad stuff 

and skip straight ahead to the happily�ever�after.�

Easter is the ultimate happy ending. It’s the day of miracles. The day when all the stones roll away and all the sins are forgiven. It’s the 

day that puts everything right.�

But if we learned anything from this week � from the Passion and death of the Lord � it’s that we can’t press fast�forward on the hard-

ships of life. That tension, that loss, that fear � it’s crucial, isn’t it? As Catholics, we are who we are because of Easter. But Easter 

doesn’t happen without Good Friday.�

So, does the story of salvation have a happy ending? We know it does. But we also remember that the ending isn’t all that matters.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi�

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE�

With Merciful Love�

�

When:    Saturday, June 19, 2021�

Where:   Marywood University �

Cost:       $40 live or $20 Virtual�

�

Outdoor tented seating with social distancing protocols in 

place.   For more information or to sign up visit 

CWCNEPA.COM.�

VIRTUAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP �

This can be a difficult time to navigate grief, particularly 

during this ongoing period of social distancing. Please 

consider joining the virtual grief support group offered by 

Cathedral of Saint Peter Parish in Scranton. Anyone is 

welcome; you do not have to be a member of the parish to 

participate. The group will convene online, Wednesday 

evenings 6:30 to 7:30. The dates of the virtual meetings 

will be April 7, 14, 21 and 28. For more information, 

please contact Deacon Ed Shoener at 570�814�5133 or at 

570�344�7231.�



TREE OF LIFE�

The St. Maria Goretti Tree of Life is              

located on the interior east wall of the 

church, in view of the assembly and very 

near the  Altar of Repost where the Blessed 

Sacrament is reserved.�

A leaf on the tree is an opportunity to remember the              

significant people and important events in your life.                

Dedicate them in a meaningful and lasting way.                

Commemorate a birth, birthday, wedding, anniversary,            

other special events or keep alive the names of your loved 

ones who have passed through death to new life.�

April 4, 2021 � Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord�

Lighter Side�

Cross�Eyed Bear�

A child came home from Sunday School and told 

his mother that he had learned a new song about a cross�eyed 

bear named Gladly. It took his mother a while before she  

realized that the hymn was really "Gladly The Cross I'd 

Bear." �

�

Deliver us From Email�

I had been teaching my three�year old daughter, Caitlin, the 

Lord's Prayer for several evenings at bedtime. She would 

repeat after me the lines from the prayer.� Finally, she            

decided to go solo.� I listened with pride as she carefully 

enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer:�

"Lead us not into temptation," she prayed,�

"but deliver us from E�mail."�

The Sunday Mass�

Weekly Sunday Mass video available each weekend on 

our website at www.stmariagoretti�laflin.org, our  Fa-

cebook page and YouTube channel.  Feel free to con-

tact the office with questions.�

�

ST. MARIA GORETTI                                    

&                                                                        

ST. MARK                                                 

PRAY FOR  US!�

In Loving Memory                             

John Baran�

Regina Baran�

Eileen Hoban Clancy�

Anthony N. Colonna�

Elizabeth Colonna                                                      

James L. Conlon, Jr.�

James A. Dougherty�

William J. Emmel�

Robert Faber�

Mary & Martin Gallagher Family�

James J. Giamas�

Walter & Celestine Gottlieb�

Stanley Harenza�

Thomas L. Mahle�

Cheta & Mario Malvizzi�

Helen Marykwas�

Leonard & Gen McHale�

Chester & Mary Pietras�

Giuseppe Rinaldis�

Mr. & Mrs. William Shea�

Michael P. Yazurlo                                                                                     �

�

MONSIGNOR GRAY MERIT AWARD�

Each year we offer the Monsignor Gray Merit Award 

to our high school seniors.  Letters have been sent out 

to all our students who are seniors this year with an 

application for this award.  If you are a 12th grade   

student from St. Maria Goretti Parish and did not     

receive a letter with the application, please contact the 

parish office at 570�655�8956.  �



ALTAR CANDLES �

FOR THE MONTH OF �

APRIL, 2021�

IN LOVING MEMORY OF�

†� Alberto A. & Ruth Ann Agostini �

by Maria Elena Agostini�

†� Celestine & Walter Gottlieb by Susan & Dan Bechetti�

†� Salvatore Conigliaro                                                               

by Wife, Ann Marie & Sister�in�Law, Addie�

†� Henry Pascucci, Sr. by Family�

†� Mary Ann Hughes by Family�

�

SANCTUARY CANDLES �

FOR THE WEEK OF �

APRIL 4, 2021�

IN LOVING MEMORY OF�

†� Pauline & Ray Verdine by Family�

†� Charles & Helen Cavelle by Family�

Monday, April 5, 2021   �

NO MASS�

�

Tuesday, April 6, 2021             �

NO MASS�

�

Wednesday, April 7, 2021�

8:00am�      William Mulderig by Estate of Mildred Adonizio�

�

Thursday, March 8, 2021�

NO MASS�

�

Friday, April 9, 2021�

8:00am�      Paul & Ann Shovlin by Paul & Sue Shovlin�

�

                                 Saturday, April 10, 2021                                                                      

4:30pm      People of the Parish�

�

Sunday, April 11, 2021�

9:30am    Joseph Ledoretti by Family�

Please welcome �

our newest members�

Anthony & Susan Spatafora�

David & Theresa Sandrowicz�

Frederick & Michelle Orlando�

Rita Moran�

and�

 Kelly Richards�

  St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

825-3435
1-800-GIANT12

1345 Highway 315, Wilkes Barre

“We’ll 
Always Be 
Here To 
Serve You”

Michael S. Imbrogno, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Phone: 570-822-7070

Fax: 570-822-9468
3 Oak Center • P.O. Box 1736
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-1736

FREE DELIVERY
Joe Albert • 570-299-5150

www.albertspharmacy.com

Arcaro & Genell
Restaurant & Catering
- Parish Center Caterer -
www.arcaroandgenell.com

Call Lisa Sutter at
570-457-5555



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

PARTY TENTS • TABLES  • CHAIRS • DANCE FLOORS

Al  Forlenza • 383 N. Main St., Pittston
www.agtentrental.com

A&G Tent Rentals / Dente’s Tent & Rentals

570-331-2000 • WWW.GETZMORTGAGE.COM 
480 PIERCE STREET • SUITE 306 • KINGSTON, PA 18704

CORPORATE NMLS# 1624351    INDIVIDUAL NMLS# 147121
LICENSED MORTGAGE BROKER - PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND SECURITIES

The experience, programs 
and great rate your next 
mortgage deserves.

225 Spring Street, Wilkes-Barre

(570) 824-9177   Toll Free: (800)366-0843

Paper • Chemicals • Glassware
China • Smallwares

COLLISION REPAIRS
207 Center Street
Dupont, PA 18641

Phone: (570) 655-6271
FAX: (570) 655-6929

www.JandMautobody.com

J & M AUTOBODY, INC.CORCORAN
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

20 South Main St., Plains PA
570-823-1358

www.corcoranfuneralhome.com
John P. Corcoran, Jr, Supervisor

Designers & Builders of 
Distinctive Memorials & Mausoleums

570-654-0561
www.dupontmonument.com

273 Main Street • Route 315 • Dupont, PA

A Millenium Home Care Company
341 Wyoming Avenue, Suite 2

West Pittston, PA 18643
570.655.3581 • www.mhomehealth.com

 
 Personal, Professional, Patient-Focused

DRY CLEANING
11 N. River St., Plains, PA

570-822-1180570-822-1180

JOSEPH J. PACIOTTI
Certified Public Accountant
Plaza 315, 1094 Route 315

Wilkes-Barre, PA

823-8855
Fax: 823-9521

ST. MARIA GORETTI
 BANQUET CENTER

Wedding Receptions • Bridal & Baby Showers
Family Reunions & Anniversaries

Business Meetings & Corporate Events
Sports & Club Banquets

Seating For 25 to 250 Guests
Great Rates & Plenty of Parking

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 
570-655-8956 • Laflin Rd., Laflin, PA

Lawncare, Trees, Bushes,  
Asphalt Repairs & Much More.
Senior Citzen & Veteran Discounts!

1-408-690-6831

It’s time to get ready for Spring! 

TRIPLE R
GARDENING  
MAINTENANCE

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


