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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                      

Baptisms are scheduled by appointment.                                      

Please call the Parish Office at 570�655�8956.�

ROSARY �

The Fatima Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are recited 

each Friday morning after Mass (except on the First Friday 

of each month). We invite men and women to join us in 

these beautiful acts of charity. �

FIRST FRIDAY�

A Holy Hour with Benediction, Exposition and prayers is 

held the First Friday of every month 8:00AM � 9:00AM. 

Confessions are offered from 8:30AM TO 9:00AM�

WELCOME  �

A warm welcome is extended to all who visit our faith  

community.  We hope you have received a warm greeting 

as you entered our church today for worship.  Carry our 

blessings home with you and be a light to your family.�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION�

Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM; First Friday’s from 

8:30AM  to 9:00AM or anytime by request or appointment. 

Please do not hesitate to approach Father Seth at any time 

concerning your desire for confession.�

ST. MARIA GORETTI NOVENA�

Every Wednesday following the 8:00AM Mass.�

OFFICE HOURS�

Monday through Friday from 9:00AM to 2:00PM�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday: 4:30PM� Sunday: 9:30AM     Weekdays M�W�F (only):  8:00AM�

Holy Days of Obligation:  SEE BULLETIN�

Saint Maria Goretti Church                                        

Reverend Seth Wasnock, Pastor 

Reverend Dr. Michael Imbrogno - Deacon  

42 Redwood Drive, Laflin, PA  18702  

Telephone # 570-655-8956   

Fax # 570-655-1746    

email: 42redwood@comcast.net    

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 



August 1, 2021 � 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

PASTORAL NOTES�

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS:  Alongside John 6 and the discourse on the bread of life, the Church hears most of the fourth 

and fifth chapters of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.  Known as one of the captivity letters (Colossians, Philippians, and     

Philemon are the others) because it is apparently written from prison (Ephesians 4:1), the Letter to the Ephesians discusses 

the mystery of life in Christ.  Paul’s exhortation to “live in a manner worthy of the call you have received”, which we heard 

last week, strikes at the heart of Christian discipleship.  This week, Paul continues to call the Ephesians to a renewal in 

Christ�to “put away the old self of your former way of life...and be renewed in the spirit of your minds” (4:22�23).  It was 

expected that Baptism into the death and Resurrection of Christ would bring radical life changes for early Christians.  For 

some, this meant giving up jobs and wealth; for others, it meant hospitality or service.  For everyone, life in Christ was life 

lived according to God and not according to the world.  Christians were encouraged to embrace love rather than ambition, 

greed, or power and to focus on the treasure of heaven rather than on earthly wealth.�

� Consequently, this small section of the Letter to the Ephesians provides the perfect prelude to the discourse on the 

bread of life in John’s account of the Gospel.  Jesus warns the crowd that they are thinking wrongly�running to see him for 

perishable bread (6:26).  In Paul’s vocabulary, the crowd sees Jesus with old eyes, with their old selves.  If they saw Jesus 

with spiritual eyes, they would know him as the Bread of Life.  They would seek only the bread of life.  They would hear 

Jesus’ gentle correction to their assertion that Moses gave them manna from heaven.  “My Father gives you the true bread 

from heaven” (6:32). Physical hunger and thirst made the Jews rely on God in the desert.  Jesus shows the crowd that hunger 

has much deeper implications for the soul.  If they believe Christ is food and drink, they will be never be hungry or thirsty.�

LITURGY AND LIFE:  Whether through manna in the desert or Christ, the Bread of Life, God feeds his people what they 

need.  But, there is also and expectation that the People of God will live right.  It’s good for us to know that what sustains us 

comes from God.  One good response is to develop habits toward food sustainability.  You could eat food produced locally 

so that transportation does not create greenhouse gases that harm God’s earth.  Join a community�supported agriculture farm, 

which will sell you local produce.  It’s prime gardening season, with harvest at hand.  Stand in your garden or yard, or over 

your vegetable drawer, and give thanks to God for the fruits of the earth, one of the oldest kinds of prayer known to humans.�

LIVE THE LITURGY (Inspiration for the week):  When we lose our ability to trust, we become afraid. When we are 

afraid, we may begin to grumble and question whether where we are is where we need to be. For us who have faith, we even 

question whether God is who God says He is. Trust is so important to our success on our journey. Often, the road of our 

lives can become a bit treacherous. We may find ourselves feeling more unsettled than comfortable and less fulfilled than we 

would like to be. As much as we try, the pieces of our puzzle don’t quite fit together as they ought. We wonder if we will 

ever experience happiness again. Then, something reminds us that God is very much present in this mess we call life. God is 

still bringing hope out of despair and life out of death. After all, God is the true bread that comes down from heaven to give 

life. All that is necessary is for us to trust in this truth, even when we may be lacking in some of life’s essentials. The God 

who gives life is the same God who sustains it. He is also the same God who assures us that we will not perish.�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION:  Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM or anytime by  request with appointment. Please do 

not hesitate to contact Father Seth at any time concerning your desire for confession. N.B.: Father Seth will also be hearing 

Confessions during the First Friday Holy Hour beginning at 8:30am and ending at 9:00am.�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK�YOU ARE INVITED TO REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE�

First Reading:  Early in their Exodus journey, the Israelites expressed fear and frustration to Moses. God heard and        

responded to their “grumbling” by sending bread from heaven. When have you experienced God answering your                           

plea for help?�

Second Reading:  Paul told the Ephesians that as believers in Christ you should “put away” the bad parts of “your former 

way of life”.  How have you done this in your life as a believer in Christ?�

Gospel:  We hear today the introduction of Jesus’ extended “bread of life” discourse. In referring back to the ancient Israel-

ites who ate “manna” (bread) in the desert, Jesus tells the crowds: “I am the bread of life.”                                                                    

How would you explain to someone how Jesus sustains you?�



August 1, 2021 � 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 1ST, 2021�

Sunday 8/1:� � Ex 16:2�4, 12�15/Ps 78:3�4, 23�24, 25, 54 [24b]/Eph 4:17, 20�24/Jn 6:24�35�

Monday 8/2: � � Nm 11:4b�15/Ps 81:12�13, 14�15, 16�17 [2a]/Mt 14:13�21�

Tuesday 8/3: � � Nm 12:1�13/Ps 51:3�4, 5�6ab, 6cd�7, 12�13 [cf. 3a]/Mt 14:22�36 or Mt 15:1�2, 10�14�

Wednesday 8/4:� � Nm 13:1�2, 25�14:1, 26�29a, 34�35/Ps 106:6�7ab, 13�14, 21�22, 23 [4a]/Mt 15:21�28�

Thursday 8/5:     � Nm 20:1�13/Ps 95:1�2, 6�7, 8�9 [8]/Mt 16:13�23�

Friday 8/6: � � Dn 7:9�10, 13�14/Ps 97:1�2, 5�6, 9 [1a and 9a]/2 Pt 1:16�19/Mk 9:2�10�

Saturday 8/7: � � Saturday: Dn 6:4�13/Ps 18: 28, 3�4. 47 and 51/Mk 17:14�20�

Weekend of July 24�25, 2021�

Sacrificial Offering  �� �       $4,829.00�

Diocesan Collections�

     Care & Education of Priests                  252.00�

Thank you for your continued generosity                               

in supporting your parish.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Practicing Graciousness in the Desert�

Looking back over my journey of parenthood, I know there were days when I traveled the extra mile for my children. I made 

their toast the way they like it, let them play in the park an extra ten minutes, or let them go to the movies with their friends 

and I finished up the chores on my own. And then, it happened: the attitude. The request for the smallest thing from one of 

them is met with disdain or bewilderment.�

Sometimes you can be made breathless with the ingratitude of another person who takes so much and with so little shame, 

only to scoff at the idea that they, too, give even the smallest amount.�

But if we’re being honest with ourselves, we will admit that we do the exact same thing to God. Haven’t we all been the    

Israelites in the desert at one point or another? God has parted our Red Sea in some way. He’s led us out of some great trial, 

given us some great blessings. But then we run into a little resistance somewhere along the way and we throw up our hands. 

How could you do this to us, Lord? How could you ask this of us? No, I can’t go any further. No, I won’t do any more.�

Persisting in the blindness to the many ways God continues to protect us is nothing short of a temper tantrum. It robs our  

everyday Stewardship of its graciousness, of our ability to accept with joy the trials of life because we are also constantly 

aware of its blessings. �Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi�
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IT’S BACK!!!!!  Our Designer Purse Bingo is back 

on the calendar for   Saturday, August 14th.  Doors 

will open at 11:00am. Bingo is from 1:00pm to 

4:00pm. Tickets are on sale now.  Space is limited. 

The cost is $20 pre�sale and $25 at the door (if we 

have room).  We are also holding a Basket  Raffle  

during the Bingo. Call the Parish Office at 570�655�

8956  during regular office hours to purchase tickets 

or if you have any questions.�

                         ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST �

                         FOOD PANTRY�

�

We are once again accepting non�perishable food 

donations for the Food Pantry.  Donations can be 

dropped off in the vestibule of our church.�

Attention Business Owners and �

Generous Parishioners!�

�

Renee’ Puchalski will be working on updating        

the advertising sponsorships for our bulletin. 

 

Please 

consider advertising in our full color bulletin. �

Advertisements can be purchased for a business,    

family, or a sponsor ad can be purchased for thanking 

parishioner patronage, supporting community service 

organizations like emergency pregnancy counseling or 

the battered women’s shelter, etc.                                              

We need and appreciate your help.�

If you are interested or would like more information, 

please call Renee’ Puchalski directly at                               

570�815�0349.�

Thank you in advance for your generous support, and 

please patronize our advertisers!�



August 1, 2021 � 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Lighter Side�

Church Bulletin Bloopers (continued)�

The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the 

delight of the audience.�

The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which the 

choir will sing, “Break Forth Into Joy.”�

During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare   

privilege of hearing a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs       

supplied our pulpit.�

Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s healing services 

will be discontinued until further notice.�

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church 

and community. 

The Sunday Mass�

Weekly Sunday Mass video available each weekend on 

our website at www.stmariagoretti�laflin.org, our  Fa-

cebook page and YouTube channel.  Feel free to con-

tact the office with questions.�

�

ST. MARIA GORETTI                                    

&                                                                        

ST. MARK                                                 

PRAY FOR  US!�

In Loving Memory                             

John Baran�

Regina Baran�

Eileen Hoban Clancy�

Anthony N. Colonna�

Elizabeth Colonna                                                      

James L. Conlon, Jr.�

James A. Dougherty�

William J. Emmel�

Robert Faber�

Mary & Martin Gallagher Family�

James J. Giamas�

Walter & Celestine Gottlieb�

Stanley Harenza�

Thomas L. Mahle�

Cheta & Mario Malvizzi�

Helen Marykwas�

Leonard & Gen McHale�

Chester & Mary Pietras�

Giuseppe Rinaldis�

Mr. & Mrs. William Shea�

Michael P. Yazurlo                                                                                     �

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor  

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexu-

al abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual 

abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volun-

teer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately re-

port the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to 

suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including 

child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. It is 

also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. 

In accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protec-

tive Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be 

made immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline 

(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or  electronically at 

www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, the Diocese is equally com-

mitted to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to uphold-

ing the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and 

Young People, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their 

pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information regard-

ing an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to 

the Victim Assistance Coordinator,  Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-

7551).  

“BE A CATHOLIC MAN” EVENT�

A Catholic Men’s Conference is planned for Saturday,    

October 30, 2021, at Holy Redeemer High School, 159 S. 

Pennsylvania Ave., Wilkes�Barre. The theme is “Called to 

Fatherhood” under the patronage of Saint Joseph and is 

sponsored by Be a Catholic Man. This event (from 8 am to 

3 pm) will be blessed with nationally known Catholic 

Speakers who will challenge all men ��� single, married, and 

clergy, to live virtuous lives in this very secular world. 

There will be Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration, and Sacramen-

tal Confession ��� a lunch break. Mass will be offered by the 

Most Reverend Bishop Joseph Bambera. Interested men, 

please contact Michael Kilmer 570�746�0100 or michaelk-

ilmer71@gmail.com. Detailed information will be publi-

cized in the future. �



Altar Servers�

Anyone interested in becoming an altar 

server is asked to contact Deacon Mike 

at�

smgAltarServers@comcast.net�

We will be training new servers in August for all     

students interested in serving their parish.  Children 

must have already received First Holy Communion to 

become an altar server.  Please email me with the    

student’s name and the parent’s phone number and 

email address.�

I hope to see many of our First Holy Communicants 

from the past 2 years participating in this ministry in 

our parish.�

SANCTUARY CANDLES                                                              

FOR THE WEEK OF �

AUGUST 1, 2021�

†� Earl Lock by Marion Heycock�

†� John Heycock by Wife, Marion�

Monday, Aug. 2, 2021  Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop 

� Saint Peter Julian Eynard, Priest�

NO MASS�

�

Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021 �

NO MASS�

�

Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021 Saint John Vianney, Priest �

8:00am      Mary E. Gallagher �

 � � by Estate of Margaret Gallagher�

�

Thursday, Aug. 5, 2021  The Dedication of the Basilica of 

� Saint Mary Major�

NO MASS�

�

Friday, Aug. 6, 2021  The Transfiguration of the Lord�

8:00am      Charles & Helen Cavelle & � �

� � Pauline & Ray Verdine by Family�

�

Saturday, Aug. 7, 2021       �

4:30pm      Salvatore Conigliaro �

� � by Thomas & Jean Marie Conigliaro�

�

Sunday, August 1, 2021�

9:30am      Lynne Sieminski by Mom, Dad & Rob�

  St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

825-3435
1-800-GIANT12

1345 Highway 315, Wilkes Barre

“We’ll 
Always Be 
Here To 
Serve You”

Michael S. Imbrogno, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Phone: 570-822-7070

Fax: 570-822-9468
3 Oak Center • P.O. Box 1736
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-1736

FREE DELIVERY
Joe Albert • 570-299-5150

www.albertspharmacy.com



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

PARTY TENTS • TABLES  • CHAIRS • DANCE FLOORS

Al  Forlenza • 383 N. Main St., Pittston
www.agtentrental.com

A&G Tent Rentals / Dente’s Tent & Rentals

570-331-2000 • WWW.GETZMORTGAGE.COM 
480 PIERCE STREET • SUITE 306 • KINGSTON, PA 18704

CORPORATE NMLS# 1624351    INDIVIDUAL NMLS# 147121
LICENSED MORTGAGE BROKER - PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND SECURITIES

The experience, programs 
and great rate your next 
mortgage deserves.

225 Spring Street, Wilkes-Barre

(570) 824-9177   Toll Free: (800)366-0843

Paper • Chemicals • Glassware
China • Smallwares

COLLISION REPAIRS
207 Center Street
Dupont, PA 18641

Phone: (570) 655-6271
FAX: (570) 655-6929

www.JandMautobody.com

J & M AUTOBODY, INC.

Designers & Builders of 
Distinctive Memorials & Mausoleums

570-654-0561
www.dupontmonument.com

273 Main Street • Route 315 • Dupont, PA

A Millenium Home Care Company
341 Wyoming Avenue, Suite 2

West Pittston, PA 18643
570.655.3581 • www.mhomehealth.com

 
 Personal, Professional, Patient-Focused

DRY CLEANING
11 N. River St., Plains, PA

570-822-1180570-822-1180

JOSEPH J. PACIOTTI
Certified Public Accountant
Plaza 315, 1094 Route 315

Wilkes-Barre, PA

823-8855
Fax: 823-9521

ST. MARIA GORETTI
 BANQUET CENTER

Wedding Receptions • Bridal & Baby Showers
Family Reunions & Anniversaries

Business Meetings & Corporate Events
Sports & Club Banquets

Seating For 25 to 250 Guests
Great Rates & Plenty of Parking

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 
570-655-8956 • Laflin Rd., Laflin, PA

Lawncare, Trees, Bushes,  
Asphalt Repairs & Much More.
Senior Citzen & Veteran Discounts!

1-408-690-6831

It’s time to get ready for Spring! 

TRIPLE R
GARDENING  
MAINTENANCE

WE ARE HIRING! 
1st and 2nd Shift Available
767 Sans Souci Pkwy, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706

570-825-3675 
Se Habla Español

Contact Renee Puchalski  
to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6453

20 S. Main Street, Plains, PA
570-823-1358

corcoranfuneralhome.com
John P. Corcoran, Jr, - Supervisor

Established 1935

CORCORAN
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

C


