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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                      

Baptisms are scheduled by appointment.                                      

Please call the Parish Office at 570�655�8956.�

ROSARY �

The Fatima Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are recited 

each Friday morning after Mass (except on the First Friday 

of each month). We invite men and women to join us in 

these beautiful acts of charity. �

FIRST FRIDAY�

A Holy Hour with Benediction, Exposition and prayers is 

held the First Friday of every month 8:00AM � 9:00AM. 

Confessions are offered from 8:30AM TO 9:00AM�

WELCOME  �

A warm welcome is extended to all who visit our faith  

community.  We hope you have received a warm greeting 

as you entered our church today for worship.  Carry our 

blessings home with you and be a light to your family.�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION�

Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM; First Friday’s from 

8:30AM  to 9:00AM or anytime by request or appointment. 

Please do not hesitate to approach Father Seth at any time 

concerning your desire for confession.�

ST. MARIA GORETTI NOVENA�

Every Wednesday following the 8:00AM Mass.�

OFFICE HOURS�

Monday through Friday from 9:00AM to 2:00PM�Closed on Holidays�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday: 4:30PM� Sunday: 9:30AM     Weekdays M�W�F (only):  8:00AM�

Holy Days of Obligation:  SEE BULLETIN�

Reverend Seth Wasnock, Pastor 

Reverend Dr. Michael Imbrogno - Deacon  

42 Redwood Drive, Laflin, PA  18702  

Telephone # 570-655-8956   

Fax # 570-655-1746    

email: 42redwood@comcast.net    

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 



September 12, 2021 � 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

PASTORAL NOTES�

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS:  “Who do people say that I am?”  Jesus poses this question to his disciples on his journey 

through Caesarea Philippi.  It elicits Peter’s acknowledgment that Jesus is the Messiah.  For centuries Israel had looked for-

ward to God fulfilling his promise to King David by raising up another great leader to restore Israel’s kingdom (see 2 Samu-

el 7).  These hopes had become clouded in political and earthly expectations.�

� Peter’s response, in unambiguous terms, “You are the Christ [or the Messiah],” gives Jesus the opportunity to offer a 

different understanding.  Jesus says that he has come to establish not an earthly kingdom in power but rather a spiritual king-

dom in weakness.  God’s kingdom will be established through Jesus’ death and Resurrection.�

� The First Reading, from the third of Isaiah’s “Servant Songs,” belongs to another tradition pointing to the Messiah’s 

coming in humiliation and suffering.  Jesus draws on this tradition in referring to his own ministry or suffering and death on 

behalf of God’s people.�

� Peter fails to take this tradition into account when he tells Jesus not to talk about suffering and death.  He is utterly 

perplexed and alarmed, for Peter believed that the Messiah would come in power and glory.  When Jesus says to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan,” he is referring to Satan in the Book of Job, where Satan, as the name actually means, is God’s adversary.  

Jesus reinforces this by saying that Peter’s thoughts reflect human ways of thinking, not God’s way.�

� A further challenge emerges for Jesus’ followers from his revelation that he is going to suffer and die.  His follow-

ers’ lives will embrace the same path of suffering, death, and resurrection.  As true Christians, our lives too will share in Je-

sus’ redemptive suffering.�

LITURGY AND LIFE:  This week’s reading from James’s letter continues to challenge us to live our faith with integrity 

so that what is true in our hearts shows through in our actions.  What “works” will express our faith?  In the Catholic Tradi-

tion, the Corporal Works of Mercy include feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick 

and imprisoned, burying the dead, giving alms to the poor, and caring for creation.�

LIVE THE LITURGY (inspiration for the week):  Rest in the presence of God simply because God is God and you are 

you. This is all that is necessary. Out of this relationship will come inspiration, understanding, courage, constancy, truth, and 

virtues of all kind. We will find ourselves knowing the true meaning of things and developing a depth of insight that is not 

found following purely human venues. It is God who inspires and opens human hearts to see truth and beauty. In God, we 

understand all of our relationships with a richer appreciation and come to know who Jesus, who speaks of God’s kingdom, 

really is. The trust that is fostered from resting with the Divine One allows us to see that God’s ways are not our ways. There 

is something bigger going on in this picture of life. It is something mystical and magical that seeks to surprise us at every 

turn. It is not for us to cling to this world and its limitations. Our adventure is to dream bigger and brighter, realizing that it is 

even in suffering that the radiant light of the dawn will come. God’s ways allow for our paths to be rocky, challenging, diffi-

cult, and even crippling at times. Purely human eyes cannot understand the ‘why’ of such experiences. The eyes and mind of 

God, however, reveal and detail a journey that ends in glorious resurrection joy. When we lose our axis and become too hu-

man in our thinking, Jesus rebukes us and gently reminds us how to see.�

�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION:  Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM or anytime by  request with appointment. Please do 

not hesitate to contact Father Seth at any time concerning your desire for confession. N.B.: Father Seth will also be hearing 

Confessions during the First Friday Holy Hour beginning at 8:30am and ending at 9:00am.�

�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK�YOU ARE INVITED TO REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE�

First Reading:  Despite his suffering, the prophet Isaiah insisted “the Lord God is my help.” In what way do you need the 

Lord’s help today?�

�

Second Reading:  James sees faith alone as insufficient for Christians. He even asserts: “I will demonstrate my faith to you 

from my works.” Could you do the same?�

�

Gospel:  We hear today Jesus’ definition of discipleship: “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 

cross, and follow me.” How well do you measure up to this definition of discipleship?�



September 12, 2021 � 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Can You Walk the Walk?�

I’ve met and talked with enough people to feel confident that if you polled 100 fallen�away Catholics about why they didn’t 

want anything to do with the Church, the term “accountability” would pop up in almost all of their answers.�

And to be fair, a lack of accountability isn’t just a Catholic problem. Talking the talk but not walking the walk has been a 

shortcoming handed down throughout the ages, across all creeds and nationalities.�

Loving our neighbor, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, feeding the poor � it all sounds fantastic, especially when 

we’re the ones saying it. But the doing � well, that’s a different story, isn’t it? We would do well to remember that Christ 

calls one of his best friends “Satan” when Peter tries to convince Jesus to stray from his destiny.�

Have you ever been called Satan by one of your good buddies? I’ll bet it’s not a great feeling. But think about what Peter was 

doing. He had just said, “You are the Christ.” And now, mere moments later, he’s saying: “Don’t say these things. Don’t say 

you’re going to suffer. Don’t say you’ll be killed.”�

He was telling Christ to squander what the Lord had given him. He was telling him that having faith was fine, but being 

faithful? It’s just a little too hard. God has a destiny for you, too, and He’s asking you to be open to it. Maybe it’s not in your 

comfort zone. Maybe you don’t think you can do it.�

Lord, give us faith � but help us, also, to do the work.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  @LPi�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12th, 2021�

Sunday 9/12:� � Is 50:5�9a/Ps 116:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [9]/Jas 2:14�18/Mk 8:27�35�

Monday 9/13: � � 1 Tm 2:1�8/Ps 40:7�8a, 8b�9, 10, 17 [1Cor 11:26b]/Lk 7:1�10�

Tuesday 9/14: � � Nm 21:4b�9/Ps 78:1bc�2, 34�35, 36�37, 38 [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6�11/Jn 3:13�17�

Wednesday 9/15:� 1 Tm 3:14�16/Ps 111:1�2, 3�4, 5�6 [2]/Jn 19:25�27 or Lk 2:33�35�

Thursday 9/16:     � 1 Tm 4:12�16/Ps 111:7�8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36�50�

Friday 9/17: � � 1 Tm 6:2c�12/Ps 49:6�7, 8�10, 17�18, 19�20/Lk 8:1�3�

Saturday 9/18: � 1 Tm 6:13�16/Ps 100:1b�2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4�15�

DUE TO EARLY SUBMISSION OF THE       

BULLETIN, CONTRIBTIONS FOR LAST 

WEEKEND WILL BE REPORTED NEXT 

WEEKEND. �

�

Thank you for your continued generosity                               

in supporting your parish.�

HARVEST TEA�

OCTOBER 13th�

SAVE THE DATE�

SPECIAL COLLECTION  

FOR HAITI 

WEEKEND OF SEPT 25-26 

 

Most Reverend José H. Gomez, President of the Unit-

ed States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has invited 

the bishops of the US to take up an emergency special 

collection on behalf of those devastated in Haiti by an 

earthquake and Tropical Storm Grace.  

 

This emergency collection will be used both to support 

the humanitarian and recovery efforts of Catholic Re-

lief Services and to provide pastoral and rebuilding 

support to impacted dioceses through the USCCB’s 

Emergency Disaster Fund.   

  

Thank you for your cooperation with this effort and 

may we continue to hold in prayer all those affected 

by this natural disaster.   



�

September 5, 2021 � 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Lighter Side�

Parking Ticket�

In a hurry to make an appointment, a busi-

nessman parked his car in a prohibited area, and left 

the following note under the windshield wiper:  “I’ve 

circled the block for 15 minutes.  If I don’t park here, 

I’ll lose my job. ‘Forgive us our trespasses.’”�

Returning later to his car, he found a parking ticket 

and this note under the windshield wiper: “I’ve been 

circling this block for 15 years.  If I don’t give a ticket, 

I’ll lose my job. “Lead us not into temptation.’”�

No Committees In Heaven�

When God was creating animals, a group of angels 

remarked that it looked like fun, so God let them form 

a committee and create one animal.  The committee 

created the platypus�an animal with the bill of a 

duck, the fur of an otter, the tail of a beaver, and the 

feet of a frog.�

“Enough!” said God, and ever since then there have 

been no committees in heaven.�

The Sunday Mass�

Weekly Sunday Mass video available each weekend on 

our website at www.stmariagoretti�laflin.org, our  Fa-

cebook page and YouTube channel.  Feel free to con-

tact the office with questions.�

�

ST. MARIA GORETTI                                    

&                                                                        

ST. MARK                                                 

PRAY FOR  US!�

In Loving Memory                             

John Baran�

Regina Baran�

Eileen Hoban Clancy�

Anthony N. Colonna�

Elizabeth Colonna                                                      

James L. Conlon, Jr.�

James A. Dougherty�

William J. Emmel�

Robert Faber�

Mary & Martin Gallagher Family�

James J. Giamas�

Walter & Celestine Gottlieb�

Stanley Harenza�

Thomas L. Mahle�

Cheta & Mario Malvizzi�

Helen Marykwas�

Leonard & Gen McHale�

Chester & Mary Pietras�

Giuseppe Rinaldis�

Mr. & Mrs. William Shea�

Michael P. Yazurlo                                                                                     �

 ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

FOOD PANTRY�

We are once again accepting non�

perishable food donations for the Food Pantry.   

Donations can be dropped off in the vestibule of our 

church.�

ATTENTION ALTAR SERVERS�

�

There will be a training session for altar servers after 

the weekend masses on September 25

th

 (after the 4:30 

mass) and 26

th

  (after the 9:30 mass).  I am looking for-

ward to training new altar servers for the parish so all 

(who have already received their First Holy Commun-

ion) are welcome.  Existing altar servers who wish to 

have a “refresher” course are also welcome.�

�

Deacon Mike�



SANCTUARY CANDLES                                                              

FOR THE WEEK OF �

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021�

†� Pauline & Ray Verdine by Family�

†� Charles & Helen Cavelle by Family�

Monday, Sept. 13, 2021  �

Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church�

NO MASS�

   �

Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021 �

NO MASS�

�

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021 Our Lady of  Sorrows�

NO MASS�

�

Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021  �

Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian Bishop, Martyrs�

NO MASS�

�

Friday, Sept. 17, 2021  �

Saint Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church�

NO MASS�

�

Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021       �

4:30pm      John Elias by Family�

�

Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021  �

9:30am      Charles D’Sa by Nelson & Michelle Pinto�

Welcome to our �

newest parishioners�

Richard & Gela Griffin �

and their children Audriana & Aniella�

CARE AND CONCERN CLINIC SEEKING HELP�

�

St. John the Evangelist Parish in Pittston is currently seeking the fol-

lowing positions in the hopes of reopening its Care and Concern Free 

Health Clinic.  (Open one evening per week.)�

�

A clinic director to oversee the clinic and volunteer staff, 

schedule medical and general staff, work with St. John's 

Parish, area hospitals, and the community at large, han-

dle publicity, and act as a patient advocate.� Medical 

experience is not required, but helpful. �

Nurses (RNs, LPNs, and aides) to help with�taking infor-

mation and vital signs of patients and assist physicians 

while they are with patients. �

Volunteers to staff the reception area and office and to help 

with the general running of the clinic.� Training will be 

provided.�

�

If you are interested in any of these positions, please call St. John's 

Parish Office at 570�654�0053 no later than Friday, September 17 to 

schedule an interview with Father Joseph Elston, Pastor.�

  St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

825-3435
1-800-GIANT12

1345 Highway 315, Wilkes Barre

“We’ll 
Always Be 
Here To 
Serve You”

Michael S. Imbrogno, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Phone: 570-822-7070

Fax: 570-822-9468
3 Oak Center • P.O. Box 1736
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-1736

FREE DELIVERY
Joe Albert • 570-299-5150

www.albertspharmacy.com



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

PARTY TENTS • TABLES  • CHAIRS • DANCE FLOORS

Al  Forlenza • 383 N. Main St., Pittston
www.agtentrental.com

A&G Tent Rentals / Dente’s Tent & Rentals

570-331-2000 • WWW.GETZMORTGAGE.COM 
480 PIERCE STREET • SUITE 306 • KINGSTON, PA 18704

CORPORATE NMLS# 1624351    INDIVIDUAL NMLS# 147121
LICENSED MORTGAGE BROKER - PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND SECURITIES

The experience, programs 
and great rate your next 
mortgage deserves.

225 Spring Street, Wilkes-Barre

(570) 824-9177   Toll Free: (800)366-0843

Paper • Chemicals • Glassware
China • Smallwares

COLLISION REPAIRS
207 Center Street
Dupont, PA 18641

Phone: (570) 655-6271
FAX: (570) 655-6929

www.JandMautobody.com

J & M AUTOBODY, INC.

Designers & Builders of 
Distinctive Memorials & Mausoleums

570-654-0561
www.dupontmonument.com

273 Main Street • Route 315 • Dupont, PA

A Millenium Home Care Company
341 Wyoming Avenue, Suite 2

West Pittston, PA 18643
570.655.3581 • www.mhomehealth.com

 
 Personal, Professional, Patient-Focused

DRY CLEANING
11 N. River St., Plains, PA

570-822-1180570-822-1180

JOSEPH J. PACIOTTI
Certified Public Accountant
Plaza 315, 1094 Route 315

Wilkes-Barre, PA

823-8855
Fax: 823-9521

ST. MARIA GORETTI
 BANQUET CENTER

Wedding Receptions • Bridal & Baby Showers
Family Reunions & Anniversaries

Business Meetings & Corporate Events
Sports & Club Banquets

Seating For 25 to 250 Guests
Great Rates & Plenty of Parking

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 
570-655-8956 • Laflin Rd., Laflin, PA

Lawncare, Trees, Bushes,  
Asphalt Repairs & Much More.
Senior Citzen & Veteran Discounts!

1-408-690-6831

It’s time to get ready for Spring! 

TRIPLE R
GARDENING  
MAINTENANCE

WE ARE HIRING! 
1st and 2nd Shift Available
767 Sans Souci Pkwy, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706

570-825-3675 
Se Habla Español

Contact Renee Puchalski  
to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6453

20 S. Main Street, Plains, PA
570-823-1358

corcoranfuneralhome.com
John P. Corcoran, Jr, - Supervisor

Established 1935

CORCORAN
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

C


