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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                      

Baptisms are scheduled by appointment.                                      

Please call the Parish Office at 570�655�8956.�

ROSARY �

The Fatima Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are recited 

each Friday morning after Mass (except on the First Friday 

of each month). We invite men and women to join us in 

these beautiful acts of charity. �

FIRST FRIDAY�

A Holy Hour with Benediction, Exposition and prayers is 

held the First Friday of every month 8:00AM � 9:00AM. 

Confessions are offered from 8:30AM TO 9:00AM�

WELCOME  �

A warm welcome is extended to all who visit our faith  

community.  We hope you have received a warm greeting 

as you entered our church today for worship.  Carry our 

blessings home with you and be a light to your family.�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION�

Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM; First Friday’s from 

8:30AM  to 9:00AM or anytime by request or appointment. 

Please do not hesitate to approach Father Seth at any time 

concerning your desire for confession.�

ST. MARIA GORETTI NOVENA�

Every Wednesday following the 8:00AM Mass.�

OFFICE HOURS�

Monday through Friday from 9:00AM to 2:00PM�Closed on Holidays�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday: 4:30PM� Sunday: 9:30AM     Weekdays M�W�F (only):  8:00AM�

Holy Days of Obligation:  SEE BULLETIN�

Reverend Seth Wasnock, Pastor 

Reverend Dr. Michael Imbrogno - Deacon  

42 Redwood Drive, Laflin, PA  18702  

Telephone # 570-655-8956   

Fax # 570-655-1746    

email: 42redwood@comcast.net    

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 



September 19, 2021 � 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

PASTORAL NOTES�

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS:  Among biblical texts, the Letter of James is one of the most direct in its description of the causes of war 

and injustice.  James does not blame the devil, unjust authority, or outside forces.  “Where do the wars and where do the conflicts 

among you come from?  Is it not your passions that make war within your members?”  (4:1).  Envy, greed, and ambition are at the 

heart of much of the world’s trouble.  According to James, these are precisely the emotions that bind someone to the world rather than 

to God (see 4:4).  Writing to Christians in the first century, James focuses on Christian conduct�utter devotion to the things of God.�

� James’ identification of the sin in our lives provides a lens through which we might view all three readings.  His manner of 

teaching resembles wisdom literature, from which the first reading comes.  The picture of the wicked sketched in the verses we read 

today is fleshed out in the entire second chapter of Wisdom.  There we are shown wild desire for the things of this world.  When god-

less people realize that someone who is righteous indicts their ambition and greed, they want to torture the righteous one because he 

opposes them.  They want free rein to do whatever they wish.  The last verse of the chapter speaks directly to James’ concern.  “But by 

the envy of the devil, death entered the world, and they who are in his possession experience it” (Wisdom 2:24).�

� In Mark’s account of the Gospel, the disciples argue about who is the greatest among them.  This dispute, set between a 

prophecy about the crucifixion and a teaching about the presence of Christ in the most unimportant of people, underscores the disci-

ples’ ignorance of Jesus’ mission.  Envy demands a better position, greed desires wealth, and ambition seeks power.  Jesus’ life, death, 

and teaching contradict all three.  The Apostles show they are still tied to the values of the world.  To be true disciples of Christ, they 

must set aside envy and ambition and open themselves to the fruits of wisdom and the Spirit.�

LITURGY AND LIFE:  Jesus says that those who receive a child receive him. Today, the scourge of human trafficking continues to 

make the lives of some children a hellish slavery.  They are laborers and often sex objects.  Read Peace, 2015, “Not Longer Slave, but 

Brothers and Sisters.”  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops operates an anti�trafficking program that includes the 

Amistad Movement, named after the Amistad slave ship, site of an 1839 revolt that eventually resulted in freedom for the Africans 

who had been seized.  The movement offers awareness programs and training to immigrants to help them avoid becoming trafficking 

victims. �

LIVE THE LITURGY (inspiration for the week):  What does it mean to be God’s servant? In essence, it means being willing to 

call the world back to its childlike innocence, showing all that a joy�filled playfulness has a place in life. The servant of God serves to 

foster the Kingdom of God. God’s kingdom is not a sterile, unhappy, strict, and rigid reality. It is quite the opposite. It is a kingdom 

devoid of jealousy and selfish ambition where peace, gentleness, mercy, and good works abound. To be a servant of this kingdom 

means that selfish ambition must be set aside so that others can be first, and justice pursued at all cost. The prayer of this kind of serv-

ant is not focused on self�advancement or need. Rather, the servant’s prayer seeks to detach from self�concern in order to be used by 

God. In this way, we who are servants can be inspired, guided, empowered, and led by God. We can then be used to lay the corner-

stones of the kingdom: faith, hope, and love. It is upon these that God’s firm dwelling is built. Accepting this call may place us last in 

the world’s eyes but first in God’s.�

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION:  Every Saturday 3:30PM�4:00PM or any-

time by  request with appointment. Please do not hesitate to contact Father Seth 

at any time concerning your desire for confession. N.B.: Father Seth will also be 

hearing Confessions during the First Friday Holy Hour beginning at 8:30am and 

ending at 9:00am.�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK�YOU ARE INVITED TO REFLECT AND 

RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE�

First Reading:  The Wisdom writer reveals the mentality of the wicked, charac-

terized by revenge and treachery. How best should people of faith respond to 

such behavior?�

Second Reading:  James offers insight into the human condition as it relates to 

how often our ambitions and passions can lead us astray. How do you keep 

yourself grounded in holy intentions?�

Gospel:  We hear today how the disciples were afraid to ask Jesus questions and 

reluctant to share with him some of their tensions. Why do you sometimes hold 

back from opening up to the Lord?�

�



September 19, 2021 � 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19th, 2021�

Sunday 9/19:� � Wis 2:12, 17�20/Ps 54:3�4, 5, 6�8 [6b]/Jas 3:16�4:3/Mk 9:30�37�

Monday 9/20: � � Ezr 1:1�6/Ps 126:1b�2ab, 2cd�3, 4�5, 6 [3]/Lk 8:16�18�

Tuesday 9/21: � � Eph 4:1�7, 11�13/Ps 19:2�3, 4�5 [5]/Mt 9:9�13�

Wednesday 9/22:� Ezr 9:5�9/Tb 13:2, 3�4a, 4befghn, 7�8 [1b]/Lk 9:1�6�

Thursday 9/23:     � Hg 1:1�8/Ps 149:1b�2, 3�4, 5�6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Lk 9:7�9�

Friday 9/24: � � Hg 2:1�9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18�22�

Saturday 9/25: � Zec 2:5�9, 14�15a/Jer 31:10, 11�12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Lk 9:43b�45�

Weekend of September 4�5, 2021�

Sacrificial Offering  �� �    $6,215.00 �

Diocesan Collections                                  �

     Care & Education of Priests               105.00      �

�

Weekend of September 11�12, 2021�

Sacrificial Offering  �� �    $6,016.80 �

Diocesan Collections                                  �

     Care & Education of Priests               10.00      �

�

Thank you for your continued generosity                               

in supporting your parish.�

SPECIAL COLLECTION— ALL NATURAL DISASTERS 

NEXT WEEKEND,  SEPT 25-26 

Next weekend’s special collection will be for those devas-

tated by the natural disasters which are continuing through 

out the U. S. and Haiti. May we continue to hold in prayer 

all those affected by this and other natural disasters.   

 

As we start our work on the Harvest Tea to raise money for this 

award, we are reminded that our parish family may not be aware of 

the significance of this award.  In 1985, our then pastor, Msgr. 

Philip Gray, realized that in order for our church to continue to 

thrive we must openly honor our children.  To do this, the Merit 

Awards were born.  In the first years, only one small award could 

be given.  With the help of Mary Lombardo, the Harvest Tea was 

born.  Because of the success of this fundraiser, we now give sever-

al awards as well as a bible, signed by our pastor, to every senior 

who attends the senior mass.  We hope this bible will go with them 

as the begin their life’s journey.�

We hope all our parents talk to their children about this award and 

encourage them to apply for it when they are seniors.  The list of 

all the awardees is on a plaque in the vestibule of the church.  Have 

your children look at it and think that their name may be there 

some day.  Also, all our parish family are a part of our children’s 

lives.  They are treated with respect and valued from the first day they come to church.  We are asking that all our parish family join in 

this award by sponsoring a table, coming to Harvest Tea, or giving a donation to its success.  All donors will be recognized in our Harvest 

Tea program.�

Thank you and God Bless.  �

Chair persons: Dorothy Shea Yazurlo and Michele Christ �

HARVEST TEA�

OCTOBER 13th�

SAVE THE DATE�

We are grateful to the Estate of Earl Loch for the generous 

contribution to our parish.  This gift will assist us as we 

strive to keep, share and live the teachings of Jesus Christ 

and offer worship to the Creator each and every day.  There 

are many ways Earl could have chosen to share his estate.  

We are especially grateful he considered us.�

ROSARY RALLY 

The 44th Annual Knights of Columbus Rosary Rally will 

take place Sunday, Sept. 26h at St. John the Baptitst, 126 

Nesbitt Street, Larksville.  The Rosary Procession will begin 

outside the church at 2pm.  The Glorious Mysteries of the 

Rosary will be prayed at 3pm in church followed by Mass 

at 3:20pm.  Refreshments will be served following Mass.  

All are welcome. 

OKTOBERFEST�

St. Barbara’s Parish, Exeter, is having an Oktoberfest on Sunday, 

September 26, from 11:30 to 5:30, at their Beirgarten (Pavillion) 

on Erie Street in Exeter. The menu items will include homemade 

German foods such as Bratwurst, Spaetzle (bu%er noodles), 

Schnitzel, Frikadellen (specially made meat pa'es), German 

pretzels, French Fries and Hot Dogs. The menu items will be sold 

as a pla%er and we will have picnic tables setup for your dining 

pleasure. Takeout will be available for those wan*ng to enjoy 

the German fare at home. �



DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION �

Michelle Pinto � 570�905�5713�

CCD classes are held each Sunday from 10:30�11:30 am in 

the learning center of the church.  Registration forms, 

schedule and information are available online on our church 

website www.stmariagoretti�laflin.org.  Any questions 

please contact Michelle Pinto, DRE.�

ATTENTION ALTAR SERVERS�

There will be a training session for altar servers after the 

weekend masses on September 25

th

 (after the 4:30 mass) 

and 26

th

  (after the 9:30 mass).  I am looking forward to 

training new altar servers for the parish so all (who have 

already received their First Holy Communion) are welcome.  

Existing altar servers who wish to have a “refresher” course 

are also welcome.�

�

Deacon Mike�

September 19, 2021 � 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

The Sunday Mass�

Weekly Sunday Mass video available each weekend on 

our website at www.stmariagoretti�laflin.org, our  Fa-

cebook page and YouTube channel.  Feel free to con-

tact the office with questions.�

�

ST. MARIA GORETTI                                    

&                                                                        

ST. MARK                                                 

PRAY FOR  US!�

In Loving Memory                             

John Baran�

Regina Baran�

Eileen Hoban Clancy�

Anthony N. Colonna�

Elizabeth Colonna                                                      

James L. Conlon, Jr.�

James A. Dougherty�

William J. Emmel�

Robert Faber�

Mary & Martin Gallagher Family�

James J. Giamas�

Walter & Celestine Gottlieb�

Stanley Harenza�

Thomas L. Mahle�

Cheta & Mario Malvizzi�

Helen Marykwas�

Leonard & Gen McHale�

Chester & Mary Pietras�

Giuseppe Rinaldis�

Mr. & Mrs. William Shea�

Michael P. Yazurlo                                                                                     �



SANCTUARY CANDLES                                                              

FOR THE WEEK OF �

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021�

†� In Honor of Carol Fisher’s Birthday by Ann Scott & Family�

�

�

†� Josephine Alunni by Carol Fisher & Family�

Monday, Sept. 20, 2021  �

Saints Andrew Kim Tae�gon, Priest, and Paul Chong Ha�sang and 

� Companions, Martyrs�

8:00am      Clyde, Audrey & Gilbert Jacobson, Jr.  �

� By Evelyn Salvatore�

   �

Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021 Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist�

NO MASS�

�

Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021 �

8:00am      People of the Parish�

�

Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021  Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest�

NO MASS�

�

Friday, Sept. 24, 2021  �

8:00am      Robert Sieminski �

� by Dennis, Carol & Brandon McNulty�

�

Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021       �

4:30pm      People of the Parish�

�

Sunday, Sept. 26, 2021  �

9:30am      Sylvester Panatieri by Betty & Bob Jr, Panatieri�

� �

Attention any current choir members or anyone inter-

ested in joining Adult Choir, please call or email Joelle 

at 570�817�6302�or jdeluca924@gmail.com to let her 

know that you are still interested in singing. We are 

accepting anyone over the age of 13.�

��

Choir practices will begin in late October for the 

Christmas Masses.�

Thank you!�

  St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA 04-1093

825-3435
1-800-GIANT12

1345 Highway 315, Wilkes Barre

“We’ll 
Always Be 
Here To 
Serve You”

Michael S. Imbrogno, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Phone: 570-822-7070

Fax: 570-822-9468
3 Oak Center • P.O. Box 1736
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-1736

FREE DELIVERY
Joe Albert • 570-299-5150

www.albertspharmacy.com
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PARTY TENTS • TABLES  • CHAIRS • DANCE FLOORS

Al  Forlenza • 383 N. Main St., Pittston
www.agtentrental.com

A&G Tent Rentals / Dente’s Tent & Rentals

570-331-2000 • WWW.GETZMORTGAGE.COM 
480 PIERCE STREET • SUITE 306 • KINGSTON, PA 18704

CORPORATE NMLS# 1624351    INDIVIDUAL NMLS# 147121
LICENSED MORTGAGE BROKER - PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND SECURITIES

The experience, programs 
and great rate your next 
mortgage deserves.

225 Spring Street, Wilkes-Barre

(570) 824-9177   Toll Free: (800)366-0843

Paper • Chemicals • Glassware
China • Smallwares

COLLISION REPAIRS
207 Center Street
Dupont, PA 18641

Phone: (570) 655-6271
FAX: (570) 655-6929

www.JandMautobody.com

J & M AUTOBODY, INC.

Designers & Builders of 
Distinctive Memorials & Mausoleums

570-654-0561
www.dupontmonument.com

273 Main Street • Route 315 • Dupont, PA

A Millenium Home Care Company
341 Wyoming Avenue, Suite 2

West Pittston, PA 18643
570.655.3581 • www.mhomehealth.com

 
 Personal, Professional, Patient-Focused

DRY CLEANING
11 N. River St., Plains, PA

570-822-1180570-822-1180

JOSEPH J. PACIOTTI
Certified Public Accountant
Plaza 315, 1094 Route 315

Wilkes-Barre, PA

823-8855
Fax: 823-9521

ST. MARIA GORETTI
 BANQUET CENTER

Wedding Receptions • Bridal & Baby Showers
Family Reunions & Anniversaries

Business Meetings & Corporate Events
Sports & Club Banquets

Seating For 25 to 250 Guests
Great Rates & Plenty of Parking

www.stmariagoretti-laflin.org 
570-655-8956 • Laflin Rd., Laflin, PA

Lawncare, Trees, Bushes,  
Asphalt Repairs & Much More.
Senior Citzen & Veteran Discounts!

1-408-690-6831

It’s time to get ready for Spring! 

TRIPLE R
GARDENING  
MAINTENANCE

WE ARE HIRING! 
1st and 2nd Shift Available
767 Sans Souci Pkwy, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706

570-825-3675 
Se Habla Español

Contact Renee Puchalski  
to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6453

20 S. Main Street, Plains, PA
570-823-1358

corcoranfuneralhome.com
John P. Corcoran, Jr, - Supervisor

Established 1935

CORCORAN
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

C


