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The Church of the Visitation  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Serving  

God’s People  

since 1892. 
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MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.,  

Sunday: 8:00 &10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.  

Holy Days: During pandemic not a day of obligation  

OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday through Thursday:  

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 8:30 a.m., and 

other times by request. 

Baptism: Second Sunday of the month 

at 11:30 a.m. Registered parishioners 

may call the parish office to make 

arrangements. 

Marriage: Arrangements must be 

made at least six months in advance 

by registered parishioners. 

Monthly Visitation of the Sick/

Homebound: Call the parish office to 

be placed on the list.  

Care of the Sick: Please notify us at any 

time of the seriously ill, hospitalized or 

those needing anointing.  

NEW MEMBERS/CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

New members are most welcome. Call the Parish 

office at 570-489-2091to register. Parishioners  are 

asked to notify the office of change of address or 

when moving from the parish. 

1090 Carmalt Street, Dickson City, PA 18519 

Phone: 570-489-2091 ~  Email: vbvm@comcast.net  ~  Website: www.vbvm.org  

Serving  

God’s People  

since 1892. 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Msgr. Patrick J. Pratico, J.C.D., Pastor 

Karen Wallo,  

Administrative Assistant 

Mary Kay Carpenter,  

Bookkeeper 

Robert Manento,  

Director of Liturgical Music 

Linda Skierski,  

Director of Religious Education 

We, the parish community of The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in union with the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit and the leadership of our bishop and our pastor are called 

through Baptism to live the gospel of Jesus Christ. Through the sacramental life of the 

Church, especially the Eucharist, we are strengthened to live as a community committed to 

share the Word with all those in need with love and compassion, and to celebrate the 

fullness of life in Christ.  



The Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary                       August 23, 2020 

 

In Memoriam 

 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

 

Monday August 24 

7:30 AM Mr. & Mrs. Ed Macarski and Mr. & Mrs. 

  Ed Bartish offered by Marylin & Ed 

Tuesday August 25 

7:30 AM John Wallinger offered by Rose Marie, 

  Donna, Dion & David 

Wednesday August 26 

7:30 AM Grzenda & Czartoszewski Families 

  Offered by family 

Thursday   August 27 

7:30 AM Rebecca Flannery offered by Joyce 

  Danielewicz 

Friday  August 28 

7:30 AM Felix G. (Anniv.) & Mary Froncek 

  Offered by daughters 

Saturday  August 29 

4:00 PM Jessica Dzwieleski offered by Mom, 

  Dad & Sister 

Sunday August 30 

8:00 AM Living and deceased members of our 

parish   

 

10:30 AM David P., Martin & Phyllis David and 

Elaine Kowalski offered by Cynthia 

 David 

 

Sanctuary Light 

Deceased members of the  

Goyne, Szabo & McCormick Families 

offered by Jerry & Mary Goyne 

 

Altar Candles 

Deceased members of the  

Goyne, Szabo & McCormick Families 

offered by Jerry & Mary Goyne 

 

Bread & Wine 

Deceased members of the  

Goyne, Szabo & McCormick Families 

offered by Jerry & Mary Goyne 

 

 Steeple Lights 

Deceased members of the  

Goyne, Szabo & McCormick Families 

offered by Jerry & Mary Goyne 

The 8:00 AM Sunday Mass  

is now being live streamed on our Facebook page 

 

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
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We are happy to announce that we now offer 

online giving.   

Go to www.vbvm.org 

Click on the DONATE tab  

Click on GIVE NOW 

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED AND GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

LIVE STREAMING THE MASS  

ON OUR  PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE 

ONLINE GIVING 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

GRADES 1,2,7,8    

In school on Sundays from 9:00 to 10:15 AM on:  

September 13 & 27, October 4 & 18, November 1 

& 15, December 6 & 20. 

 

At home virtual Classes on September 20, October 

25, November 8 & 22, December 13. 

 

 

GRADES 3,4,5,6  

At home virtual classes on: 

September 13, 20 & 27, October 4 & 18, 

November 1, 8 & 15, December 6, 13 & 20. 

 

In School sessions on: 

Saturday, October 24 - 9:30 am to 11:30 am 

Saturday, November 21 - 9:30 am to 11:30 am 

 

Pick up dates for textbooks will be announced. 

 

Please be sure you are on Remind and you 

provide an email address on your registration. 

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.VBVM.ORG 

UNDER THE SACRAMENTS TAB.   

 

FORMS WILL BE MAILED OUT. 

 

If registering online please remember to send in 

the $25.00 book fee per registration. 

CCD WILL HAVE A DIFFERENT LOOK  

IN THE FALL 



  

 A few weeks ago I wrote about the young Italian boy, a wiz at 

computers, who used his skills to create an exhibition of Eucharistic 

miracles that has traveled around the world. He died of leukemia at age 

15. His Beatification was postponed because of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic. The Vatican has announced that Carlo Acutis will be beatified 

in Assisi on October 10. With that announcement more information 

about this very normal yet so amazing teen has surfaced. The new 

insights come from an interview given by his mother, Antonia 

 

 Moms often have to drag their teenaged children to Mass and 

that with no little resistance. Carlo’s mom readily confesses that in their 

home it was the other way around. In the interview she said, “I was not the ideal model of a Catholic 

mother.”  She relates that she was very much a cultural Catholic. Growing up in Italy she received her 

sacraments but never really was catechized so that she lacked even an elementary understanding of the 

Catholic Faith. In her own words, “I was quite ignorant in the faith things.” She went to Mass for her 

First Holy Communion, Confirmation and Wedding. This is something not peculiar to Italy but can be 

true anywhere. It is very possible to be a sacramentalized but not catechized Catholic. In my opinion this 

is one of the most common reasons individuals abandon the practice of the Catholic faith. They don’t 

reject the faith, they simply do not know it. Antonia found herself deeply challenged by her young son’s 

example. Antonia realized that Carlo’s holiness was centered in the Eucharist. She recalls that he used to 

say, “The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.” Antonia needed help so a friend connected her with a 

priest. The priest in turn invited her to attend the parish adult formation classes to learn and grow. She 

attended the parish sessions and came to an adult understanding of her baptismal faith. 

 

 After Carlo made his first Holy Communion, Antonia recalls, he never missed daily Mass, even 

when the family traveled. 

 

 Antonia realizes that this spiritual rebirth and fervent sacramental life was all part of God’s plan 

preparing her for the great loss that was to come. Antonia said, “Jesus was preparing me and my 

husband because we got closer to the faith and the sacramental life and he prepared us for this moment 

for the death of Carlo. Without the faith, I don’t know how we could accept the death of a child – an 

only child.” 

 

 What a powerful and consoling grace it was for Carlo’s parents to accept their only child’s passing 

at so young an age without anger and bitterness. This in itself seems to be a miraculous grace they would 

not have had, if they had not grown closer to Christ and the Church. But there was another miraculous 

gift in store for Carlo’s parents. On the fourth anniversary of Carlo’s death, Antonia gave birth to 

twins. She calls this a miracle and credits it to Carlo’s intercession from heaven. The twins came into the 

world on the exact date that Carlo had left it. Each year when the Acutis family sings “Happy 

Birthday” (well actually, “Buon Compleanno”) they celebrate the twins birth and Carlo’s birth to eternal 

glory. 

 

 Carlo’s story is a reminder of how powerful our influence on one another can be – especially 

within our own families - and how crucial the lifelong process of deepening our understanding of the 

faith truly is. 

 

 In Christ, 

 

 Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer 

All Part of God’s Plan 

By Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg 

Story used as part of Monsignor Pratico’s homily at this year’s Confirmation Mass 
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We receive numerous requests from individuals 

wishing to obtain sponsor cards to allow them to be a 

sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation.  According to 

Canon (Church) Law the following requirements must 

be met in order for someone to be a sponsor: 

 

�� Must be registered in our Parish, attending Mass 

regularly, and receiving the Sacraments.  (Please 

note, the Pastor is not allowed to give a sponsor 

card for people who are not registered at the 

parish or who do not attend Mass regularly.) 

 

�� Must have completed their sixteenth (16

th

) year 

(Exceptions can be made in individual cases)  and 

cannot be the father or mother of the one being 

Baptized or Confirmed. 

 

�� Must have received the three Sacraments of 

Initiation:  Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

 

�� If married, the marriage must be recognized as 

valid by the Catholic Church; unmarried couples 

who are cohabiting are not eligible. 

 

�� Those Catholics who have joined another religion 

may not act as a Sponsor or Christian Witness. 

 

�� For Baptism, two sponsors (Godparents) are 

suggested, one of each gender; however, only one 

sponsor is required.  For Confirmation, only one 

sponsor is needed. 

 

 If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact the Parish Office. 

�

BEQUESTS TO THE PARISH 

Our parish is always grateful for your financial 

support.  A bequest in your will, no matter the 

amount, will help the parish continue its mission of 

serving God’s people.  Such a decision could be a 

worthy and personally satisfying deed.  Your 

financial support will go a long way in helping to 

maintain the church and its ministries.   Thank you! 
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FOLLOW THE DIOCESE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 We are pleased to announce a new edition to our 

social media lineup: the Diocese of Scranton Twit-

ter page: www.twitter.com/DioceseOfScr 

 

If you're not already doing so, you can follow 

Bishop Bambera on Twitter by going to: 

www.twitter.com/BishopBambera 

 

Also check out our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/DioceseOfScranton 

 

You are also encouraged to visit the Facebook 

pages of other Diocesan departments. They are 

listed on our website at: http://

www.dioceseofscranton.org/media/social-media/ 
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KEEP UP with everything that is going on 

in the parish by visiting our website 

www.vbvm.org  

 

and our facebook page,  

www.facebook.com/vbvmc 

 

They are both being updated as new 

changes take place. 

WORSHIP AIDS FOR THE MASS 

Since we have been directed to removed the 

missals from the pews during the Covid 19 crisis 

we would like to inform you of the following sites 

where you can obtain one for your personal use.  

They are:  

 Magnificat  -  us.magnificat.net 

 Give Us This Day  -  giveusthisday.org 

 The Word Among US  -  wau.org 

 Living With Christ  -  livingwithchrist.us 

 

Please remember that if you bring this or any item 

to church you are to make sure you take it home 

with you.  Thank you!  



 THE CHURCH OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 

           

                August 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Despite continued concerns and some restrictions, we are now resuming a more normal schedule for Mass 

and the celebration of the sacraments.  Please note that we have been ALLOWED to resume limited, public worship 

PROVIDED we are able to conform to the guidelines of both the commonwealth and the diocese.   

 

Daily Mass is scheduled Monday through Friday at 7:30 a.m.  The church will be open at 7:00 a.m. on 

those days and close at 11:30 a.m.  Seating is available in the main aisle pews only in the front sections and several 

pews in the rear only.   

 

Bishop Bambera has emphasized four basic principles: 

1. The obligation to attend Sunday/Holyday Mass is suspended for the foreseeable future.  Therefore if 

you are sick, have a fever, an underlying health condition, or are at a vulnerable age, DO NOT COME 

TO CHURCH. 

2. Everyone MUST WEAR A MASK in church except to receive communion.   

3.  You must sit in a DESIGNATED SEAT AS DIRECTED to observe social distancing. 

4.  The church must be properly SANITIZED after each Mass. 

 

A livestreamed Sunday Mass is now broadcast from our church at 8:00 a.m.   This can be seen on our 

Facebook page live or watched anytime thereafter.  Beginning on August 8, 2020 we will resume the Saturday vigil 

Mass at 4:00 p.m. provided we have the needed volunteers for hospitality and sanitizing.  Please note that due to 

scheduled weddings and the sanitizing requirements, the Saturday Mass at 4:00 WILL NOT BE CELEBRATED ON 

OCTOBER 10 AND DECEMBER 12, 2020. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR EACH WEEKEND MASS (Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 

10:30 a.m.), one group of sanitizers and one group of hospitality ministers.  Sign-up is done on the parish website.  

You can assist with both groups. 

 

CONFESSIONS will be offered in the vestibule at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday mornings.  I will sit six feet behind 

a screen; a kneeler will be in front of the screen for the penitent.  Enter the church on the rectory side, wait inside 

in the back of the church; to go to confession, enter the vestibule at the door near the restroom, and immediately 

exit the church after making your confession through the Albert St. side door.  I will ring a bell to indicate to the 

next person to come in. 

 

FUNERAL MASSES will be allowed but all the restrictions and requirements must be observed especially 

regarding wearing masks and seating only in designated areas with social distancing maintained.  More detailed 

instructions will be given to funeral directors.   A limitation on the number of those attending the funeral Mass may 

be required.  

 

BAPTISMS are celebrated for one baby and family at a time.  The normal time is at 11:30 a.m. on Sundays.  

We will schedule a baptism for any mutually convenient Sunday.  Limited seating will only be available in the area 

of the baptismal font for those in need, since the pews will have been sanitized following the 10:30 Mass.  Limiting 

attendance to immediate family members or very close friends is most appreciated. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

 

USE HAND SANITIZER AS YOU ENTER THE CHURCH. 

SIT ONLY IN DESIGNATED SEATS AS DIRECTED. 

MASKS MUST BE WORN IN CHURCH; ONLY REMOVED TO RECEIVE COMMUNION. 

RECEIVE COMMUNION ON THE HAND NOT TONGUE. 

DO NOT COME TO MASS IF SICK, HAVE A FEVER, ARE AT RISK OR VULNERABLE BECAUSE OF MEDICAL 

CONDITION OR AGE. 

THE CHURCH MUST BE SANITIZED AFTER EACH MASS AND WILL BE LOCKED. 

 

With thanks for your continued patience, understanding and cooperation, I am, 

 

          Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

          Monsignor Pratico 
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KOBIERECKI
BODY WORKS

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES

(570) 489-9172

503 DUNDAFF ST.
DICKSON CITY, PA 18519

EMISSION/STATE INSPECTION

FRANK T. MAZUR
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

601 Dundaff St., Dickson City

489-6941
Frank T. Mazur (Deceased)

Thomas F. Mazur, Supervisor •  Steve Mazur • Frank T. Mazur II
“Our Family Serving Your Family”
Since 1957 • www.mazurfuneralhome.com

GibbonsGibbons

704 Martin F Gibbons Blvd.704 Martin F Gibbons Blvd.
Dickson City, PADickson City, PA

 www.gibbonsford.com  www.gibbonsford.com 570.489.4747570.489.4747

CRYSTAL 
AIR INC
Heating • Ventilation

Air Conditioning • Refrigeration  
Design • Sales • Installation 

Service • Welding 
Sheet Metal Fabrication

24 Hour Emergency Service

1-800-549-6528
570-254-4437

288 Green Grove Road, Scott Township

1536 Main Street, Peckville

570-489-0380
Gift Baskets, Flowers,  
Balloons & Gourmet  

Chocolates

Lavender Goose

Michael Griffin  
LOCAL AGENT 

Combine & Save 
Ride with the #1 car insurer  

in Pennsylvania.

(570) 489-1021
www.nepainsurance.net

109 N Main Ave, Dickson City

Protect your 
family. 
Prepare for 
their future.

October 31st, 2019

Bring in this bulletin for
BOGO FREE Lenses*

Expires August 31st, 2020

240 Main St. | Peckville

489-U-SEE | icare4eyes.com

HELPING YOU
SEE 20/20

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad 
today! sverbiest@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6630 



570-383-3257
570-654-3441

1630 MAIN ST., BALKELY.
www.FalconOilpa.com

“Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline Fuel Oil”

**Call Today for Lowest Heating Oil Price**

It’s Our Service 
That Makes The Difference

FUEL OIL DEALERS
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Vladika
Insurance Agency

Home, Auto, Business, Annuities

649 WASHINGTON AVE.
JERMYN, PA 18433

P: 570 876-3940
F: 570 876-5916

E-mail Vladikains@aol.com

GreGory N Vladika
Licensed Representative

FUNERAL HOME

Donna M. Hudak-O’Shea,

Funeral Supervisor

Olyphant

570-383-9033
www.hudak-osheafuneralhome.com

Jerry ShalkowSki
home improvementS

383-0180
• Doors, Windows
• Painting - Interior & Exterior
• Remodeling
• Decks, Porches

  PA026595                 Insured

Free Estimates
Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 9-12

Carpet • Vinyl
Laminate • Vinyl Tile
guy & renee calabro

577 Main Street • Eynon PA 18403

570-876-0172
www.YeselavageRug.com

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

(570) 383-0652
1711 MAIN STREET • BLAKELY

FANUCCI and 
KOLCHARNO

Attorneys at Law
WILLS AND ESTATE MATTERS

Katrina’s 
Pizza & Hoagie

Sun. 6am-12pm Mon closed 

Tue.-Thurs 6am-10pm, Fri & Sat 6am-11pm

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Dine-In~Take-Out~Delivery

Special Event Hosting & 

Catering (on & off premise)

570-489-8955
813 BOULEVARD AVENUE

DICKSON CITY

THE RICCARDO
LAW CENTER PC

Dawn Riccardo Esquire
Parishioner

Exceptional  
Legal Counsel for  

Your Family Matters
570-489-1126

826 MAIN STREET • PECKVILLE

riccardolawcenter.com

Hear Better...Live Better!

Dr. Mary Lynn 
Vanston O’Bell

BOARD CERTIFIED 
AUDIOLOGY

Comprehensive Hearing Evaluations
Participating provider for most insurances

Interest Free Financing

For all of your Hearing Healthcare Needs...
              Come to a trusted professional. Call Today!

1330 MAIN STREET
DICKSON CITY

570-489-9900
www.enhancedhearingpa.com


