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Serving  

God’s People  

since 1892. 

The Church of the Visitation  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

1090 Carmalt Street, Dickson City, PA 18519 

Phone: 570-489-2091~ Email: vbvm@comcast.net ~ Website: www.vbvm.org  

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 8:30 a.m., and 

other times by request. 

 

Baptism: Registered parishioners may 

call the parish office to make 

arrangements. 

 

Marriage: Arrangements must be made 

at least six months in advance by 

registered parishioners. 

 

Monthly Visitation of the Sick/

Homebound: Call the parish office to 

be placed on the list.  

 

Care of the Sick: Please notify us at any 

time of the seriously ill, hospitalized or 

those needing anointing.  

PARISH STAFF 

 

Msgr. Patrick J. Pratico, J.C.D., Pastor 

Karen Wallo, Administrative Assistant 

Mary Kay Carpenter, Bookkeeper 

Robert Manento, Director of Liturgical Music 

Linda Skierski, Director of Religious Education 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.,  

Sunday: 8:00 &10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.  

Holy Days: (Vigil 4:00 p.m.), 7:30 a.m., & 5:30 p.m.  

(Please check inside bulletin to confirm Mass Times) 

We, the parish community of The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in union with the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit and the leadership of our bishop and our pastor are called through Baptism to live the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Through the sacramental life of the Church, especially the Eucharist, we are strengthened to 

live as a community committed to share the Word with all those in need with love and compassion, and to 

celebrate the fullness of life in Christ.  

 

This Weeks Cover Photo 

 

The Sixth Station 

 

Veronica wipes the 

Face of Jesus 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

 

 

Monday March 22 

7:30 AM Sophie & John Tomko, Philip & Richard 

  Tomko, and Kyle Locker by Tomko  

  Family 

 

Tuesday March 23 

7:30 AM Peter Srebro (Anniv.) offered by family 

 

Wednesday March 24 

7:30 AM Ronald Thomas offered by Joe & Dolly 

  Michalczyk 

 

Thursday   March 25 

7:30 AM Florence Kunzman offered by Dayle & 

  Jerome Dobroski 

 

Friday  March 26 

7:30 AM Robert M. Chelak Sr. (Anniv.) offered 

  By wife Theresa, children, grandchildren  

  & family 

 

Saturday  March 27 

4:00 PM Alberta Kulas offered by brother-in-law 

  Art Warrick 

 

Sunday March 28 

8:00 AM Living and deceased members of our 

parish    

10:30 AM Thomas W. Koslowski & the Karlavige, 

 Koslowski & Kotcho Families offered 

 By Elaine  

Sanctuary Candle 

Mary & Felix G. Froncek 

offered by daughters 

 

Altar Candles 

Clorinda & Edward J. Gliniecki Sr.,  Eugene Nelson 

offered by Carol, Edward Jr., & Cathy 

 

 Steeple Lights 

Peter & Pearl Srebro 

offered by The Srebro Family 
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The Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence only. 

  

Abstinence:  On a day of abstinence no meat may be 

eaten by anyone obliged by this law. All the faithful 

who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the 

law of abstinence.  

 

Fast:  On a day of fast, those obliged by this law may 

eat one full meal and two partial meals unless 

dispensed or excused.  All the faithful from the age of 

18 up to the beginning of their 60th year are obliged 

by the law to fast.  

Monday Evening Confessions  

  

Each Monday up to and including March 29th, from 

5:00 to 6:00 p.m., we will  offer confessions here at 

Visitation BVM Parish.  This outreach is called “The 

Light Is On For You” and is an effort on the part of the 

Diocese to highlight the importance of the sacrament 

of Reconciliation in the life of Catholics and to make it 

as easy as possible for every Catholic to come or to 

return to this great source of God’s mercy and healing 

love.  You are welcome to come here or to go to any 

other Catholic parish.   

 

The Diocesan website, www.dioceseofscranton.org has 

very helpful materials to help you in preparing to 

make a good confession, prayers you may find helpful, 

and answers to frequently asked questions.   
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www.facebook.com/vbvmc 
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Stations of  the Cross 

Will be available on our  

Facebook Page 

 

Stations will only be held in the church 

On Good Friday at 7:00 PM 

�

�

THE LIGHT IS 

ON FOR YOU 

 

Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

�

�

 

In Memoriam 

�



JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

 

*REGISTRATION TO ATTEND THE HOLY WEEK MASSES (PALM SUNDAY THROUGH EASTER SUNDAY)  

WILL BE REQUIRED DUE TO OUR LIMITED NUMBER OF SEATS DURING THE COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS.  

  

You can register on the parish website at www.vbvm.org .   Please list each person attending by 

name, including children.  Those taking part in our Hospitality and Sanitizing ministries please sign up 

under your ministry heading only.                                                                    

 

ALL MASSES and the Good Friday liturgy will be LIVESTREAMED  

ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE www.facebook.com/vbvmc 

 

Palm Sunday Masses:  Saturday, March 27 at 4:00 PM, Sunday, March 28 at 8:00 and 10:30 AM 

 

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 6:00 PM on April 1, 2021 

(No Night Prayer of the Church/Adoration) 

 

Good Friday Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 2:30 PM on April 2, 2021 

Stations of the Cross in church at 7:00 PM  

(The Church will be open for the liturgy and stations only) 

 

Holy Saturday Blessing of Easter Baskets will take place in front of the school at 11:00 AM. 

In the case of inclement weather the blessing will be cancelled.  A basket blessing will also be 

available in the bulletin and on our parish website www.vbvm.org and facebook page 

www.facebook.com/vbvmc for those who prefer to do their own blessing at home.      

 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass at 8:00 PM on April 3, 2021     

 

EASTER SUNDAY Masses at 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, & 11:30 AM on April 4, 2021 

  

 Christ, The Living Bread, you came down from heaven 

and gave the gift of the Eucharist to the world.  

 

 Bless our bread that recalls both the manna with which 

the Father fed the Israelites as they wandered in the desert, and 

the bread with which you miraculously fed those who followed 

you in the wilderness. 

 

 Lamb of God, you who conquered death and redeemed 

us from our sins, bless the meats, sausages, and all the foods that 

we eat in memory of the Paschal Lamb, who shared the Passover 

meal with His Apostles at the last Supper. 

 

 Bless the salt and, as salt keeps food from spoiling, protect 

us from the corruption of sin.  

 

 Christ, our life and our hope, bless the eggs, a symbol of 

new life, that we will share with family, friends and guests and 

thus, share with them the joy of your presence among us.  

 

 Invite us to your eternal feast, the heavenly banquet, 

where You live and reign forever and ever.  

PRAYER FOR BLESSING OF BASKETS 



ONLINE GIVING 

Go to www.vbvm.org 

Click on the DONATE tab ,Click 

on GIVE NOW 

 

YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY 

APPRECIATED! 

WORSHIP AIDS FOR THE MASS 

Since we have been directed to removed the missals from the pews 

during the Covid 19 crisis we would like to inform you of the 

following sites where you can obtain one for your personal use.  

 

They are: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please remember that if you bring this or any item to church you are to 

make sure you take it home with you.  Thank you!  

Magnificat:  us.magnificat.net 

Give Us This Day:  giveusthisday.org 

The Word Among Us:  wau.org 

Living With Christ:  livingwithchrist.us 

 

KEEP UP with everything 

that is going on in the 

parish by visiting our 

website www.vbvm.org  

 

and our facebook page,  

www.facebook.com/vbvmc 

 

They are both being 

updated as new changes 

take place. 

PARISH OFFICE  

 

Normal Office Hours and Routine Business are temporarily 

Suspended 

 

Please mail or use the drop-box outside the office door for Mass 

requests, offerings, bulletin notices, etc. 

 

FOR EMERGENCIES AND URGENT BUSINESS 

i.e. SICK CALLS, FUNERALS 

 

PLEASE CALL 570-650-5469 

MAUSOLEUM NEWS 

 

The new Columbarium has 

been installed next to the 

mausoleum which has a total 

of 72 niches for cremated 

remains, six of which are 

already sold.   

Spaces are now available for sale. 

 

 If you would like more 

information on crypts/niches or 

graves in the cemetery call the parish 

office at 570-489-2091. 

 

PLEASE remember that masks  

are required in the church.   

 

The proper way to wear the 

mask is to cover your nose and 

mouth. 

 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR MASK ON  

DURING THE MASS.  

MINISTRY SCHEDULE   March 27/28 

 

   4:00 PM   8:00 AM   10:30 AM 

 

 Lector  Lisa Myers   Eleanor Lilik   Pat Borden 

 Lector  Mark Prushinski  Laura Paulus   Jeff Jones 

 EM  Debbie Smith   Rosemary Yankovich Dayle Dobroski 
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building at one me, so please be mindful that there could be a line outside.�
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The library is accepng book donaons during its open hours unl March 31st. Books 

must be in good or excellent condion. If there are quesons about other items, call the 
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Come Be a Part of…….The Wonderful World of LSA!! 

La Salle Academy in Jessup is now accepting registration applications for the 2021-2022 school year for students in 

Preschool 3 through 8th Grade. We invite you to visit us online at www.lsaelementary.org, like us on Facebook or 

call us at (570) 489-2010 to explore and discuss all that La Salle has to offer in a Faith Filled, Safe and Academically 

Excellent family-oriented environment. Tuition Assistance Opportunities are available. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION -  

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

5

th

 Sunday of Lent 

 

Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson is really learned it 

doesn’t need to be taught again. When we internalize things we have learned, 

they become a part of who we are and influence how we perceive and interact with our world. The 

same is true for the law God has written upon our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, we will 

simply know it to be true and act accordingly.  Sometimes, it is hard to get people to learn the lessons 

they need to learn. They are often distracted, disinterested, conflicted, misdirected, or just too stubborn 

and unable or unwilling to see what is right before their eyes. Understanding that God is in a loving and 

committed relationship with those fashioned and formed in God’s own image, seems like such a simple 

lesson to learn. But history and experience has proven that it is not.  

 

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to learn something very particular about 

ourselves. We must, like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because God’s DNA is at the very 

core of who we are, there are specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before we can live a full 

life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not the task of the world to tell us who we are and what has 

meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity for greater life but a permanent ending to the 

life they have known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be fully human because he was! 

He knows the joys, limitations, sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, opportunities, and joys of the 

human experience. Jesus can teach us a wealth of knowledge and life’s lessons from his example, 

especially obedience.  

 

When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we 

learn to listen more attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally flee to our Creator for 

inspiration, consolation, hope, direction, and comfort as we navigate through this time of darkness. We 

will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight it, or be overcome by it because we will know, having 

internalized this profound lesson before, that God will bring new life. God’s law is love and love never 

fails. Even in the moments of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the name of his Father. What he learned 

allowed him to put everything in perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that echoed 

within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn the same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and 

wisdom to help others see what is right before their eyes. 

              ©LPi 
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KOBIERECKI
BODY WORKS

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES

(570) 489-9172

503 DUNDAFF ST.
DICKSON CITY, PA 18519

EMISSION/STATE INSPECTION

FRANK T. MAZUR
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

601 Dundaff St., Dickson City

489-6941
Frank T. Mazur (Deceased)

Thomas F. Mazur, Supervisor •  Steve Mazur • Frank T. Mazur II
“Our Family Serving Your Family”
Since 1957 • www.mazurfuneralhome.com

GibbonsGibbons

704 Martin F Gibbons Blvd.704 Martin F Gibbons Blvd.
Dickson City, PADickson City, PA

 www.gibbonsford.com  www.gibbonsford.com 570.489.4747570.489.4747

CRYSTAL 
AIR INC
Heating • Ventilation

Air Conditioning • Refrigeration  
Design • Sales • Installation 

Service • Welding 
Sheet Metal Fabrication

24 Hour Emergency Service

1-800-549-6528
570-254-4437

288 Green Grove Road, Scott Township

Michael Griffin  
LOCAL AGENT 

Combine & Save 
Ride with the #1 car insurer  

in Pennsylvania.

(570) 489-1021
www.nepainsurance.net

109 N Main Ave, Dickson City

Protect your 
family. 
Prepare for 
their future.

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad 
today! sverbiest@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6630 

October 31st, 2019

Bring in this bulletin for
50% OFF GLASSES*

Expires June 30, 2021

240 Main St. | Peckville
Diocesan member since 1980

489-U-SEE | icare4eyes.com

HELPING YOU
SEE 20/20
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Vladika
Insurance Agency

Home, Auto, Business, Annuities

649 WASHINGTON AVE.
JERMYN, PA 18433

P: 570 876-3940
F: 570 876-5916

E-mail Vladikains@aol.com

GreGory N Vladika
Licensed Representative

FUNERAL HOME

Donna M. Hudak-O’Shea,

Funeral Supervisor

Olyphant

570-383-9033
www.hudak-osheafuneralhome.com

Free Estimates
Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 9-12

Carpet • Vinyl
Laminate • Vinyl Tile
guy & renee calabro

577 Main Street • Eynon PA 18403

570-876-0172
www.YeselavageRug.com

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

Katrina’s 
Pizza & Hoagie

Sun. 6am-12pm Mon closed 

Tue.-Thurs 6am-10pm, Fri & Sat 6am-11pm

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Dine-In~Take-Out~Delivery

Special Event Hosting & 

Catering (on & off premise)

570-489-8955
813 BOULEVARD AVENUE

DICKSON CITY

THE RICCARDO
LAW CENTER PC

Dawn Riccardo Esquire
Parishioner

Exceptional  
Legal Counsel for  

Your Family Matters
570-489-1126

826 MAIN STREET • PECKVILLE

riccardolawcenter.com

(570) 383-0652
1711 MAIN STREET • BLAKELY

Law Offices of
FANUCCI and 

KOLCHARNO
Real Estate, Wills and Estate Matters


