
WWW.PARISHOFTHETRANSFIGURATION.ORG

11 HARNDEN ST, WILMINGTON, CT | 978.658.4665

PARISH OF THE 
TRANSFIGURATION



SUNDAY’S READINGS 
FIRST READING: 
The word of God continued to spread,  
and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased 
greatly. (Acts 6:7a)

PSALM: 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in 
you. (Ps 33) or Alleluia

SECOND READING: 
You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may 
announce the praises” of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Pt 2:9)

GOSPEL: 
Jesus said to him,  
“I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 10, 2020
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day
Tuesday: Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, Martyr 
Wednesday: Our Lady of Fatima
Thursday: St. Matthias, Apostle
Friday: St. Isidore
Saturday: Armed Forces Day
Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter
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REFLECT
FIRST READING
In today’s reading, Luke offers an 
example of the cultural tensions that 
existed in the early Church between 
the Hellenists (Gentiles) and the 
Hebrews (Jews). The resolution 
resided in offering service to the 
other. Why do you think service can 
be a key to resolving community 
conflict?

SECOND READING
Peter emphasizes the importance of 
faith in Christ for building a strong 
spiritual house. How has the gift of 
faith strengthened your home?

GOSPEL READING
In his farewell discourse, Jesus 
encourages the disciples, “Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father.” 
What inspires you in times of 
spiritual doubt?



OUR PRAYER GROUP HAS BEEN 
READING THE LIVES OF SOME SAINTS, 
AND WE WERE STRUCK BY HOW 
SOME OF THEM THOUGHT THEY 
WERE SUCH SINNERS. WHY WOULD 
SOMEONE SO HOLY THINK THEY HAD 
SUCH SERIOUS SIN?

Professional athletes practice the fundamentals of their sport 
over and over again, reaching for better form, consistency, and 
performance. They focus on the basics, review past performances, 
and visualize greater success. Practice makes better, if not perfect!

Spiritual masters such as the saints also looked for perfection. They 
practiced their faith in the search for holiness, grace, and virtue. 
Through sacraments, prayer, study, good works, and penance, they 
raised their level of awareness and their sensitivity to the presence 
of God, the demands of the Gospel, and the workings of the Holy 
Spirit. They examined their consciences daily, reviewing the day 
for moments of failure and times that they could have been more 
virtuous in one way or another. They resolved to do better, be more 
attentive, and alert!

Therefore, anything that would distract them or interfere with 
their relationship with God would be like a small black spot on a 
bright white wall — you can’t miss it! The great saints were aware 
of sin and the presence of evil because they were so tuned into the 
struggle between good and evil that was fought in their own lives, 
hearts, and souls.

WITNESSES FOR JESUS
This journey of faith is not always easy. 
Sometimes the greatest wounds are those 
we suffer when family members and friends 
wander away from God and leave us behind. 
The faith they had when they were younger 
is now strained, or they see the daily walking 
with Jesus to be too difficult. For them, Jesus 
becomes what Peter wrote about when he 
described Jesus as the stone that causes 
people to stumble and the rock that makes 
them fall. Our journey is hard enough, but 
watching a loved one stumble and fall is 
heart-breaking.

What are we to do in such a situation? Most 
importantly, we pray. We must realize that 

God is more powerful than us, and even if we 
can’t make them see the truth, He can. Then 
we witness to the transformative power of 
Jesus by our own lives. We need to serve him 
in word and deed. We should let a joy of being 
a disciple enlighten our faces. Allow Jesus 
to work through us so that others may be 
drawn to him. Lastly, we must never lose hope. 
Many have walked long journeys alone only to 
find God far down the road. What will it take 
to bring someone to Christ? It might be an 
action, a word, or an emotion. We never know 
how certain people will be touched. That loved 
one is a gift from God in your life. Place them 
back in God’s hands, and let Him pick them 
up if they have stumbled and fallen.

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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When earthly lives end, especially 
when the person is younger, we 
tend to focus upon and consider 
what was lost. We think of lost 
opportunities — things they 
won’t be able to see, babies they 
won’t be able to cradle, and 
adventures that now must go 
undiscovered. Our minds create 
this chasm between earth and 
heaven that sees the losses of 
this life as permanent ones, never 
possible to achieve again. This 
perception causes many folks 
to remain stuck in their grief as 
they ponder all of the missed 
opportunities and regrets.

This is not resurrection thinking. 
All of the love that we can 
give and receive, the joy and 
elation that can be experienced, 
the adventures that can be 
undertaken, and the possibilities 
to be discovered are all part of 
a continuous journey. They are 
not ends in and of themselves 
but are all part of the unfolding 
of a relationship we have with 
God, who not only makes all of 
these wonderful things possible 
now but sustains them and 
fulfills them into eternity. The 
perception and experience of 
loss is really an illusion, because 

in God’s eternal kingdom and 
in God’s time, nothing is ever 
lost. Even the most intimate 
and tender of moments we 
can conceive of sharing with 
another human being are only 
part of a journey toward perfect 
intimate and tender moments 
to be shared with God in our 
resurrected life. We become 
like God and see God as He is in 
eternity. What greater joy, love, 
and hope can ever be discovered 
as we walk down our often dimly 
lit paths in this world.

This is an awesome wonder and 
magnificent news to behold. 
Call to mind someone you have 
lost in death. How do you see 
them now? How do you see 
yourself in heaven? Remind 

yourself, again, that God is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. Our 
happiness is not going to be 
fully realized in this world, and 
there is nothing we can find 
here that cannot be found one 
hundred fold in eternity. It’s all 
about relationship, and not solely 
about the relationships we have 
with each other, ourselves, and 
the world in which we live. It’s 
about our relationship with God. 
If we realize how special that one 
relationship really is, then there is 
only one particular of heaven and 
life eternal that really matters: 
namely, that we fall into love 
eternal and discover truth. For 
when we finally close our eyes in 
death, then all will be well as long 
as we are with God. There are no 
losses, only gains.
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GOSPEL  MEDITATION   
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. If you know me, then you will also 

know my Father. From now on you do know him 

and have seen him.” - Jn 14:6-7
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS
Local businesses and 
sponsors that advertise on 
bulletins need you now 
more than ever before. 
Please encourage and 
remind others to show their 
support during this time.
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3 EASY STEPS 
TO KEEPING YOURSELF & OTHERS HEALTHY!
We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus 
outbreak. Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

WASH YOUR HANDS

Wash your hands for at  
least 20 seconds using  
soap and water. If you  

can’t wash  your hands,  
use hand sanitizer 

frequently.

DON’T TOUCH YOUR FACE

Especially around the  
eyes, nose and mouth.  
If you must sneeze, use  

a tissue or your arm.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

Practice social distancing 
during this epidemic 

and stay away from large 
groups. Instead, call, email 
or check up on family and 
friends using social media.
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Compassionate and Loving Father,

In the face of confusion and concern  
impart to us the calm of Your presence.

In You allow us to find hope and healing.

Be with those who serve the sick and 
give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them  
Your spirit of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and 
give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your arms around our world  
and hold us in Your love. 

Allow us at this time of trial to then 
serve as instruments of that love 

to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name. 
Amen

“In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling places. If 
there were not, would I have 
told you that I am going to 

prepare a place for you? And 
if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come back again 
and take you to myself, so 

that where I am you also may 

be.” - Jn 14:2-3

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Zaltman - Fagan
Income Tax Consultation & Preparation
Joseph M. Fagan, Jr. - MBA Taxation

11 Middlesex Ave. Unit #10, Wilmington, MA

Office: (781) 438-1101
Cell: (617) 791-2826
Fax: (781) 438-1102
jfagan67@comcast.net

800-696-SHEA (7432)
 Manufacturer of:
 Concrete Stairs - Bulkheads
 Septic Tanks - Barriers and More...

978-658-2645 | SheaConcrete.com
WILMINGTON & AMESBURY

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442

781-333-1998
General Pest Control

Ticks - Wildlife - Termites - Mosquitoes
Locally Owned

bestknownpest@gmail.com
www.bestknownpest.com

MONKEY’S TREE SERVICE
 “We Don’t Charge An Arm And A Leg 
 To Take A Limb!”

	 Call	Monkey 978-423-0377
 Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed!

LICENSED • INSURED Free Estimates

M O N T E F O R T E  L A W , P . C .
M i c h a e l  M on t e f ort e  J r .  E s q.
y o u r  e sta t e pl a n n e r fo r l if e

1  CHURCH STREET 
SUITE 102
WILMINGTON, MA 01887
WILMINGTONESTATEPLAN.COM

INFO@MONTERFORTELAW.COM

 SCHEDULE YOUR
 STRATEGIC PLANNING
 SESSION TODAY!

 (978) 657-7437
ELDER LAW  ESTATE PLANNING WILLS & TRUSTS ESTATE & PROBATE MEDICAID PLANNING LONG TERM CARE

Farmer & Dee
Funeral Home

Since 1878

978-851-7411
16 Lee St., Tewksbury

The Law Office of
 Gina M. Cummings

Over Twenty Years of Experience Litigating Civil 
Matters Before the State and Federal Courts 

of the Commonwealth
200 Jefferson Road • Suite 201 • Wilmington, MA

978-657-5295 | GMCLaw@aol.com
www.lawofficeofginamcummings.com
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Wills • Trusts • Elder Law • Probate • Estate Planning • Confidential Mediator

Douglas W. Sears, Esq.
Counselor & Attorney-at-law

1445 Main St., Tewksbury
Home Visits by Request

How Can I 
HELP You?

978-376-7390

Professional Interior 
and Exterior Painting

 All Types of Masonry Repairs 
 Including Power Washing 
 & Chimney Cap Installation

 Call Tom King
 978-658-8591
 Free Estimated

Margaret M. McKenna. Type 3
Joseph A. Cavanaugh. Type 3
Kelly J. Cavanaugh. Type 6

187 Middlesex Ave.
Wilmington, MA 01887

Est. 1861
Family Owned & Operated

978.658.4744
www.nicholsfuneralhome.com

Nichols Funeral Home, Inc.

$125 OFF
Complete Pair of Eyeglasses or 

Rx Sunglasses
Valid only at Wilmington, MA

SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM AT
www.pearlevision.com/wilmingtonMA

978-658-8890 • 229 W. Main St., Wilmington


