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OUR MISSION

“We, the Roman Catholic
Community of Our Lady of Good
Counsel Church, endeavor to
create an environment of peace,
joy and hospitality.

We are nurtured by the Word of
God and the Eucharist.

We welcome each and every
person to walk in our mission for
the Father, as Disciples of Christ.

We celebrate God's mercy and
compassion for all and honor His
will as inspired by the Holy Spirit.”

+

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekdays
8:00am

Saturday
8:00am, 5:00pm Vigil
7:00pm Spanish Mass

Sunday
8:00am, 10:00am, 11:30am

Holy Days 5™ SUNDAY OF LENT

8:00am, 12:00pm and 7:00pm

Confession
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm

il 7 EfeTEelinimes Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his

finger. But when they continued asking him, he straightened
CONTACT US up and said to them, “Let the one among you who is

Phone without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” - Jn 8:6b-7

973-839-2447
Web
goodcounsel.org
Address

I;I’(Syfn\é\{c(e)it Pplzr}lr(]\/sva%J 07444 to get the latest news about the parish!

FOLLOW US! goodcounselnj on Facebook or Instagram
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SACRAMENTAL LIFE Saturday, April 5th

Please contact the office at 5:00PM Ed Zahn t Kathleen Sciarrat Grace Manganello T Jeanne Moskal t
973-839-2447 or Special Intentions for Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,

churchoffice@goodcounsel.org and Mary Treuer Delojo
N Sunday, April 6th
Marriage: Arrangements must be

h 8:00AM  Special Intentions for Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
made at least 6 months in advance. and Mary Treuer Delojo
Baptism: Usually celebrated on the 10:00AM  Joan Cronin t
first and third weekends each month. Special Intentions for Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
Saturday at 12 Noon or Sunday at and Mary Treuer Delojo
12:30 pm. Requests for other dates 11:30AM  Plato Stoukas T Kathy Sciarrat Special Intentions for Cadence Dabice,

Mariella Vargas, and Mary Treuer Delojo
Monday, April 7th
8:00AM  Anthony Calamito t Special Intentions for Cadence Dabice,
Mariella Vargas, and Mary Treuer Delojo
Tuesday, April 8th
8:00AM  Megan Bancroft T Special Intentions for Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
Mary Treuer Delojo
Wednesday, April 9th
8:00AM  Special Intentions for Jim Mann, Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
and Mary Treuer Delojo
Thursday, April 10th
8:00AM  Ryhor Ivanets T Special intentions for Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
and Mary Treuer Delojo
Friday, April 11th
8:00AM  Special Intentions for Edward Barbarito, Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
and Mary Treuer Delojo
Saturday, April 12th

and/or times will be honored as
possible. Arrangements should be
made at least three months in
advance.

Anointing of the Sick: Those of
advanced age and those seriously ill
should be prepared to receive this
Sacrament. Please contact the parish
office to make arrangements.

PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Darwin Lastra
frdarwin@goodcounsel.org

Pastor Emeritus

- 8:00AM  Special intentions for Cadence Dabice, Mariella Vargas,
Msgr. Patrick J. Scott and Mary Treuer Delojo
Deacon
Marc Mackin
deaconmarc@goodcounsel.org PRAYER REQUESTS %@M&Q_S:Zaé
Sherid, ph DelL if¢ ft Philip Ribaud
L Ainide™ i hatrs Khory Fankn De;:@mssos
Parish Secretary R 3 el i ko
Jennifer Herd B ZZmer Jlomo %ﬁacP Sver FbiRe aciano Jﬁrénf §’§m1 son
SIUTENEIIE e ECRIEe el Bl Doctcncine P il Edvards Mo A Nl iy S
Parish Sacristan Tony Bertuna Adel;n ek iﬁott Bar ara Marsz ?ewska Rosemane Saviello
> Glac?mo Biancamano ]oyce n%:? ardt Regma oney S(I'ott carafile
Nadine Petryna Carol Brerwas n on1¥ orio McCaftre 1zabeth Scriffignano
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ministryassistant@goodcounsel.org onnie ( ﬁ an % A1 craldine Moore Dona'd.fomgo
bookkeeper@aood | Mgr]lj Ehee of He finf far araOI(\)/fe Jeff Vi (C)irr?)ve
per&goodacounseli.org E/hc ael Casapulla ames orvat esse Or](\’/[ leardrl annell
. t
Spanish Mass Secretar Paty mm off I\/(I)ar aret Ingenito mille Motta pet ril ?
P : y f gaC evitz d%co s & BanNeurouter Mari( 'Wald,
Carolina Guevara ﬁrt glé one ] h antas < harl 1eQ ﬁvolccia _(l:_har ie VYa er
. ) Et
spamShmaSS@QOOdcounsel'Org Ti)cmar mv‘ggnm " Stevee grcl %?cz ar%geinO Nelﬁl earémn V‘/ﬁue
. . Cadence abice DariaJebbja isa Pacosa-Sicillian Jessica Whitehorne
Music Director ragl Dton Maﬁree Karse Karen Palestint fce Woo son
. t
John Zisa Steve lf)mgelllarrllan ) Zeke K1 Egnrge L1sa Pfe1 f S
musicministry@goodcounsel org Mary Treter Delojo ancy Klein win Re er
Parish Maintenance R PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY
Edward Bachorik IN HONOR SSGT Christopher J Bachorik LT Col Makoto Jacobs
maintenance@goodcounsel.org PFC Christian Baxter Pvt James Koller

MAJ Daniel J. Ciccarelli

SGT Andrew Tucker

1st Lieutenant Kevin P. Keaveney
Warrant Officer Megan Cobb

Officer Anthony Saveriano

FC Petty Officer Jake Rothman
PO Russell Bonadonna

SSGT Francis M Duras

HEROES
HEHHHHHH

Coordinator GIFT Ministry
and Youth Protection

Laura Shamber-Coordinator
973-839-5247
youthministry@goodcounsel.org

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?

When requested, names will be included on the “Pray for the Sick” list for 4 weeks.

If you would like the name added again or, if someone’s name can be removed sooner,
please contact us. Also, let us know if you have a loved one serving in the armed forces.
Call 973-839-2447 or email churchoffice@goodcounsel.org.



Gospel Meditation
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been
caught in adultery and made her stand in the middle” (John 8:3).
Why do they make her stand in the middle? Why not expose her on
the periphery? The reason is something that affects us practically
every day.

The center is what stabilizes a community’s identity. We humans
tend to center ourselves around an accused and condemned victim
— though we rarely admit it. This renews our fragile communities
and our power as those who weaponize the accusation. This is
effective because it is often a victim who represents something

truly dangerous for the group. In this case, adultery stands for the
breakdown of a community and those within it, because it forces
questions like: who is my father? Whose child is this? Is this child one
of us, or that of an outsider? The accusers place the adulteress in the
center because their community, like most, is built around turning an
enemy into a victim.

Once you understand this, you'll see it almost anywhere humans
group together (families, politics, workplaces, sports, schools, etc.).
The good news is Jesus exposes this dynamic by deftly pointing out
the sin-infected hearts of everyone besides the woman. They all leave,
symbolizing the breakdown of the old order, and she is “left alone
before him.” A new community has begun, structured around the
merciful love of Christ.

What is in your center? What is in the center of our parish and
family communities? Strive to center on Christ’s forgiveness, and we
experience the new, lasting community we call the Church.

— Father John Muir

Glant you for your gemerodity!

WEEKLY COLLECTION: DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT:
March 30, 2025:

WeShare:

$6,573.00
$1,708.00

$101.00

$17.00

All donations to the Candles and

Pennies for the Poor will be included in
the Good Counsel Cares Fund, used to
assist those in need from our local area.

Total Diocesan Assessment
Collected To Date:

Candle Offerings:

Pennies for the Poor:

Balance Owed to Diocese:

taken up on April 27, 2025.

$73,634.00

$15,867.00

$57,767.00

The next collection for this year will be

PRAYER & WORSHIP
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear Parishioners,

Patrick Brennan, the CFO of the
Diocese of Paterson, was informed
today by the Morris County
Prosecutor, that the alleged
embezzlement of OLGC Funds
occurred in a three month time frame
in 2020 by former employee Melissa
Rivera. Three misappropriated checks
totaled $5,242.00, not the original
amount stated.

The Pastoral Finance Committee,
along with Father Darwin, will work
closely with the Diocese Finance
Team moving forward to update
Financial Policies and Procedures
as needed.

We thank all of your for the continued
support and prayers for peace.

In Him,
Fr. Darwin Lastra

For the Family and Friends of

ELLEN DEL GATTO
May She Rest in Peace.

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN GIVE TO

GOOD COUNSEL THROUGH VENMO?

If you have an account, just scan the code and it
will take you to our page. When giving, please
specify that it is a CONTRIBUTION. Thank you
for your generosity and parish support!
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DATES TO REMEMBER!

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL 4/23

The rehearsal for Confirmation candidates and their
sponsors will begin at 7pm on Wednesday, April 23
in the church. If the sponsor is not available, a parent
should attend in their place.

FINAL GIFT CLASSES:

e Grades K-2 meet Sunday,
4/6 from 8:45-9:45am

e Grades 3-5 meet Monday,
4/7 from 6:15-7:15pm

e Grades 6-8 meet Wednesday,
4/9 from 7-8:1 5pm FIRST COMMUNION REHEARSALS

e Grades 9 and 10 meet Sunday,
4/6 from 7-9pm

Second grade students and at least one parent are
scheduled to attend a rehearsal for First Communion
as follows:

’ CONFIRMATION & e For families signed up for the 10:30am First
‘ Communion Mass on May 3rd, the rehearsal is on
‘ GOOD FRIDAY Tuesday 4/29 at 6:30pm in the church.

th i ra-
:(I)In1 gar?;?j;;osr:;rﬂj e For families signed up for the Tpm First Communion
Mass on May 3rd, the rehearsal is on Wednesday 4/30

sign up to serve at the at 6:30pm in the church.

Good Friday prayer service on . T
April 18 at 3pm. Please bring your child’s banner to the rehearsal.

A HubSpot message was sent out

last week; here’s the link to sign up:
https://goodcounsel.org/
confirmation-2

§E ves

REGISTRATION
OPEN NOW!

Register now for our 2025
Vacation Bible School: True North
the week of August 11-15!

Join us for a week of games, music,

snacks & crafts and of course, Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his
Trusting Jesus in a Wild World! 4 . . ) 5

Register on our website; Campers in finger. But when they continued asking him, he straightened
pre-school through grade 5, up and said to them, “Let the one among you who is without
counselors in grades 6-12: ) : a
https://goodcounsel.org/vacation- sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” — ;. s:6v-7

bible-school-1 Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.


https://goodcounsel.org/vacation-bible-school-1
https://goodcounsel.org/vacation-bible-school-1
https://goodcounsel.org/confirmation-2
https://goodcounsel.org/confirmation-2

LITURGY AND FAITH

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Too often, we don't care about righteousness or
truth. We just care about being right. We have a terrible tendency

to see only decisions, and in doing so we dehumanize the people
behind them. But when God looks at us, he sees more than the worst
decisions we've ever made.

The Allure of Being Right
It wasn't a real question.

“The law of Moses says we should stone her. What do you say?” the
Pharisees asked Jesus as they brought the adulterous woman before
him. But they weren’t really asking. They didn’t care what Jesus’
answer was. They didn't ask his opinion because they wanted to know.
They asked because they wanted to use his words against him.

Righteousness, truth — that wasn’t the goal. The goal was being right.

And in the middle of the whole scene, dragged before Jesus, used as
a literal prop in this staged drama, is a woman. A real flesh-and-blood
woman.

| find myself wanting to know more about her. She had been “caught
in the act,” they claimed, but | wonder what that even means. With
whom was this act committed, and what were the reasons for her
participation in it? Was she coerced? Was she scared? Was she
confused? Was it really a cut-and-dry, black-and-white situation of
adultery, of lust, of making the wrong decision?

We will never know the answers to these questions, and it doesn’t
matter — it's not our business. God knows the answers. God knows
the truth of the matter: what she did, what she chose, what she felt.
Because she wasn't a prop to Him. She was a person.

When God looks at us, he sees more than the worst decisions we've
ever made.

| worry that we use one another as props even today, when we try like
the Pharisees to illustrate “What is Right.” We have a terrible tendency
to see only decisions, and in doing so we dehumanize the people
behind them.

Too often, we don't care about righteousness or truth. We just care
about being right.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT |

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

If someone is interested in
becoming a priest, how does he
go about it?

Answer:

Discerning a vocation can happen
in any number of ways. It might
come as a surprise to the person
called or to family or friends.
Sometimes it is a gradual process,
and other times it is as quick and
bright as lightning. Regardless of
how it starts, a vocation to the
priesthood or religious life requires
a process of discerning, testing,
and preparing. The best place to
begin would be with lots of prayer,
receiving the sacraments, and
attending daily Mass whenever
possible. Then talk to your pastor
or a priest you know and trust.
Your diocese may have a vocation
director who can provide you with
guidance and information. The
Serra Club is also a great resource
for information and contacts to
help you discern if indeed God is
calling you.

Remember that many young
Catholic men have considered the
priesthood. Some are ordained

and others realize this is not

their calling. However, we are all
called to be of service to others

as we practice our faith. These

are extraordinary times in which
we live, and they require an
extraordinary witness to faith and
to God'’s presence in the world. Our
work, our ministry as Catholics, is to
be the body of Christ with and for
others. The Church needs priests. If
God calls you to ordained service
in the church, He will provide the
grace, direction, and support you
need. Just listen and respond with
all your heart, mind, and soul.
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Ll'f:@l What a beautiful choice.
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Walking with Moms in Need Celebrates 5th Anniversary

This year, beginning on March 25, the Solemnity of the
Annunciation of the Lord, we celebrate both the thirtieth
anniversary of Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life), St. John
Paul II’s pro-life encyclical, and the fifth anniversary of
Walking with Moms in Need, which was inspired by that
landmark encyclical.

Since the launch of Walking with Moms in Need, Catholics in
dioceses and parishes across the country have put the Gospel
of Life into action, uniting in a shared mission to surround
pregnant and parenting mothers in need with loving support
and personal accompaniment. Heroic volunteers have
stepped forward to make our parishes places where a
mother can be connected with meaningful resources and
assistance and, most importantly, know that she and her
baby are not alone.

The Annunciation reminds us that our Lord Jesus came to
earth as a vulnerable child in the womb of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Our Catholic faith calls us to value every mother and
child in the name of Christ. Qur faith compels us to be active,
making the needs of others our own. Every parish has
something unique that God is calling them to contribute to
the Church’s efforts to transform our society into a culture of
life and civilization of love.

Please join me in praying that Walking with Moms in Need
will continue to become embedded in the very fabric of
every parish and diocese as a natural expression of Jesus’s
call to serve the most vulnerable. May every mother know
that she can turn to her local Catholic parish for help in her
time of need.

Watch video reflection here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=B1tGr_bz3ns

Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas Bishop of Toledo Chairman,
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

Walking with
a1 4.in Need

May God Richly Bless You!

Heatir

KIDS EASTER
EGG HUNT

005
O (12 AND UNDER)

EASTER SATURDAY

HOP ON OVER TO OL6C'S
0

O APRIL 19TH
@ 1AM
005 e
O IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
THE BLESSING OF THE FOOD

090 MEET ON THE FIELD BEHIND THE CHURCH

RSVP TO CHURCHOFFICE@GOODCOUNSEL.ORG

-
L L A

"‘::%53;‘;7"";.
SPRING INTO®
SAFE FOODS

Girl Scout Troop 96488 is collecting allergy
conscious food items for the Pequannock Food
Pantry to spread awarness for the month of May,
Allergy Awarness Month
Donation Locations
Peq k Library k T hip Our Lady of Good
477 Newark Pompton High School Counsel
Turnpike, Pompton 85 Sunset Rd, Pompton 155 W Parkway, Pompton | COLLECTION
Plains, N] 07444 Plains, N 07444 Plains, N] 07444
Residence BASKET IN THE
3 Hanna Court, Pompton Plains, NJ 07444 VESTIBULE!
Safe Items to Donate
Coffee Jello
Tea Apple Sauce

Instant Mashed

Canned Veg

g
&Y sta
sy Potatoes
Pasta Sauce
/ Canned Beans

Canned Fruit

ock UNICO |

TASTE. OF THE

TOWN 2025

LOCATION: ’ TASTE OVER 25
HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL LOCAL RESTAURANT
PEQUANNOCK, NJ ~dPW  SPECIALTIES!

Tuesday, May 6th

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

For Tickets, call: 201-534-7802
or email: UNICOpeq@gmail.com

e



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1tGr_bz3ns
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LITURGICAL AND PARISH LIFE
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Stalioﬁ%{he Cross

APRIL 11 | 7PM
|N THE CHURCH This Lent, we invite you to join

us for spiritual opportunities to

rekindle your relationship with our
Lord. All are welcome!

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
FRIDAYS DURING LENT
AFTER THE 8AM MASS, IN THE CHURCH

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
MONDAYS DURING LENT

7-8:30PM, IN THE CHURCH,
STARTING MARCH 10

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:
HOPE IN THE CROSS - APRIL 4
7PM, IN THE CHURCH

LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS
APRIL 11
7PM, IN THE CHURCH

PALM SUNDAY

APRIL 13
5PM VIGIL, 7PM SPANISH MASS
SUNDAY AT 8AM, 10AM, 11:30AM

12 HOUR ADORATION
APRIL 17
10PM HOLY THURSDAY - 10AM GOOD FRIDAY

HOLY WEEK TRIDUM 2025
APRIL 17-19

HOLY THURSDAY - APRIL 17TH
MASS AT 7PM

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 18TH
SERVICE AT 3PM  SPANISH SERVICE AT 6PM

EASTER VIGIL - APRIL 19TH
MASS AT 8PM STARTING IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH

EASTER SUNDAY MASSES AT

8AM, 10AM, AND 11:30AM
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR A SHIFT TO HELP MAKE THIS POSSIBLE! 1PM SPANISH MASS

There are volunteers in the gathering area or sign up online!




= MISA EN ESPANOL

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

4° DOMINGO | DE LA CUARESMA

5° DOMINGO DE LA CUARESMA

Jesus se agachd y se puso a escribir en el suelo con el
dedo. Pero como insistian en su pregunta, se incorporé
y les dijo: “Aquel de ustedes que no tenga pecado,
que le tire la primera piedra”. - Jn 8, 6-7

HORARIO DE LAS MISAS
Misa semanal los Miércoles a las 7 pm seguido con la exposicién del Santisimo Sacramento
Sabado Misa en Espafiol a las 7 pm
Confesiones: Sabado 3:30 pm -4:30 pmy 6:15 -6:45 pm
Para las intenciones por favor contactar a Carolina Guevara: spanishmass@goodcounsel.org



mailto:spanishmass@goodcounsel.org

MEDITACION DEL EVANGELIO - ALENTAR UN
ENTENDIMIENTO MAS PROFUNDO DE LA
ESCRITURA

6 de abril de 2025
V Domingo de Cuaresma

Estamos llegando al final de la Cuaresma. Se termina el
Jueves Santo con la Misa de la Cena del Sefior. “En la
Cuaresma, la Iglesia renueva la llamada a la conversion.
El hombre nuevo nace en el Bautismo. Dios nos hace
sus hijos y nos incorpora a Cristo y a su iglesia. Del
corazén del hombre renovado, segin Dios, proceden
los comportamientos buenos. Estamos llamados a
abandonar los comportamientos del pecado y a fijar la
mirada en lo esencial” (Papa Francisco).

¢ Qué seria lo esencial? Lo primero seria buscar dentro
de nosotros mismos para dar respuesta, comenzando
con mis actos y los de los demas. A veces, somos tan
duros para juzgar. Aplicamos la ley de la piedra sin
piedad. Duros de corazén, dificiles para practicar el
perddn. Sin embargo, Tu, Sefor, me perdonas con la
blandura de un Evangelio escrito en el suelo, es decir,
en tierra blanda. Aprovechemos hoy para pedir a Jesus
la ensefanza de la misericordia. Esa misma misericordia
aplicada a la mujer sorprendida en adulterio. ;Qué
debid haber sentido aquella persona acusada a la
pregunta de JesUs? “Mujer, jdénde estan? ;Ninguno
te ha condenado? Ella contesté: Ninguno, Sefior. Y
Jesus le dijo: Tampoco yo te condeno. Vete y en
adelante no vuelvas a pecar” (Juan 8:10-11). Pues bien,
el reto de la conversion es no volver a pecar. Es
aprender dia a dia a ser buenos, con nosotros mismos y
con los demas.

OLPi

ORACION Y ADORACION
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CORONILLA
A LA DIVINA

MISERICORDIA

iDevociones, explicadas! Coronilla
a la Divina Misericordia

Mini Explicacién — Ideal para las redes sociales o
en su boletin: La Coronilla a la Divina Misericordia
se reza con un rosario ordinario de cinco decenas,
es una oracion de intercesion invocando la
misericordia de Dios sobre el mundo entero,
utilizando palabras extraidas de El Diario de Santa
Faustina Maria Kowalska.

Coronilla a la Divina Misericordia, iExplicada!

La Coronilla a la Divina Misericordia es una oracion
de intercesién invocando la misericordia de Dios
sobre el mundo entero, utilizando palabras
extraidas de El Diario de Santa Faustina Maria
Kowalska. Santa Faustina fue una monja polaca
que recibid visiones de Cristo implorandole que
divulgara el mensaje de su Divina Misericordia,
especificamente mediante la recitacion de esta
coronilla.

La coronilla se reza usando un rosario ordinario de
cinco decenas, se comienza recitando el Padre
Nuestro, el Ave Maria y el Credo de los Apdstoles.
Las cuentas que se usan normalmente para rezar el
Padre Nuestro se usan para recitar esta oracién:
“Padre eterno, te ofrezco el Cuerpo y la Sangre, el
Almay la Divinidad de Tu amadisimo Hijo, nuestro
Sefior, Jesucristo, como propiciacion de nuestros
pecados y los del mundo entero”, luego se recita
en las cuentas de las diez Ave Marias: “Por su
dolorosa pasidn, ten misericordia de nosotros y del
mundo entero.” Al finalizar las cinco decenas se
recita tres veces: “Santo Dios, Santo Fuerte, Santo
Inmortal, ten misericordia de nosotros y del
mundo entero”.

©LPi
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(PRACTICANDO) CATOLICA: RECONOCE A
DIOS EN TUS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS

Por Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini Reflexion: Dios no necesita nuestro
arrepentimiento. Nosotros necesitamos nuestro
arrepentimiento.

La Disculpa

Me gusta imaginar al Hijo Prédigo practicando su disculpa
en el espejo.

No lo habria hecho, por supuesto. Los espejos no eran
exactamente una moneda de diez centavos la docena en
ese entonces. Pero me lo imagino de todos modos,
ensayando las palabras mientras contempla su propia
reflexién: "Padre, he pecado contra Dios y contra ti.
Tratame como tratarias a uno de tus trabajadores
contratados."

En otras palabras, he hecho mal. No merezco nada de ti.
Pero por favor, no dejes que me muera de hambre.
Salvame.

La disculpa no era necesaria para conmover el corazén del
padre. Lo sabemos porque antes de que se encuentren,
antes de que se diga nada, el padre se siente abrumado
por la compasién, no porque haya obtenido su satisfaccion,
ese tan esperado "Lo siento, me equivoqué." No,
simplemente estd muy contento de ver a su hijo con vida.
Incluso sin disculpas, sabemos que el padre le rogara a su
hijo que se quede.

Entonces, por qué el hijo se disculpa?

El padre no necesita el "lo siento." No se estd muriendo de
hambre ni perdido. Siempre supo que era una mala idea.
No necesita aprender ninguna leccién.

Pero qué tragedia habria sido si el hijo nunca hubiera dicho
que lo sentia. Sin duda, su padre le habria dejado quedarse
como trabajador asalariado, y habria tenido comida para
comer. Habria sobrevivido. Pero no habria sido lo que
habfa nacido para ser.

A menudo pienso en la disculpa del hijo mientras estoy
arrodillada en el confesionario, recitando torpemente
pecados que Dios ya conoce y esté ansioso por perdonar.
¢ Por qué estas haciendo esto? Algunas personas
preguntarian. Dios no necesita esto.

Es la disculpa, ;ves? La disculpa lo es todo. El hijo prédigo
habia muerto. La disculpa lo devolvié a la vida.

Dios no necesita nuestro arrepentimiento. Nosotros
necesitamos nuestro arrepentimiento.

© LPi

EL SACERDOCIO

Pregunta:
Si alguien esté interesado en convertirse en
sacerdote, ;cémo lo hace?

Respuesta:

El discernimiento de una vocacién puede ocurrir de
diferentes maneras. Puede ser una sorpresa para la
persona que recibe el llamado, asi como para sus
familiares o sus amigos. Algunas veces es un proceso
gradual y en otras ocasiones es tan rapido y brillante
como un rayo. Independientemente de cémo inicie,
una vocacién al sacerdocio o a la vida religiosa,
requiere de un proceso de discernimiento, prueba y
preparacion. La mejor manera para iniciar seria orar
mucho, recibir los sacramentos y asistir a Misa a diario,
siempre que sea posible. Después, conversa con un
pastor o un sacerdote que tu conozcas y en quien
confies. Tu didcesis puede tener un director de
vocaciones quien puede brindarte orientacién e
informacion. El Club Serra también es una importante
fuente de informacién y de contactos para ayudarte a
discernir si en verdad Dios te esta llamando.

Recuerda que muchos jévenes catélicos han
considerado el sacerdocio. Algunos se han ordenado y
otros se dan cuenta de que ésta no es su vocacion. Sin
embargo, todos nosotros somos llamados a servir a los
demas para poner en practica nuestra fe. Hoy en dia,
vivimos tiempos extraordinarios y estos requieren de
un testimonio extraordinario de la fe y de la presencia
de Dios en el mundo. Nuestro trabajo, nuestro
ministerio como catdlicos, es ser el cuerpo de Cristo
con y para los demas. La Iglesia necesita sacerdotes. Si
Dios te hace un llamado al servicio consagrado para la
Iglesia, El te daré la gracia, la direccién y el apoyo que
necesitas. Solo escucha y responde con todo tu
corazén, mente y alma.

OLPi
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olz v ALL-WAYS HANDY
STEVE ROZGONYI Y Ca HOME SERVICES |-
P LUMBING & f{"m’“ BOB VAN GROUW - HANDYMAN
! Plumbing - Electric - Carpentry
H EATI NG Way e Kitchens - Bathrooms o L .
] T Basements - Odd Jobs =
Slel‘Vlglg fhe:omp ton 2075FHl;ngr! ?’urnpike, Cleanouts - YOU NAME IT! RESIDENTIAL &
G Suite #3, Wayne, NJ 07470 908-500-4188 COMMERCIAL
973-800-5979 (973) 616-0660 bobvangrouw@gmail.com Driveways
www.bloomsofwayne.com N Lickaviiosoo760-Furiy nsupep || Parking Areas o Sidewalks

Belgium Blocks
NEVER MISS | gt Work |
DUR BU LLHIN ' 'I\ i Owner Operated

Free Estimates

Fully Insured
SUBSCRIBE Call 7 Days a Week

PediatriCare Associates
Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Scott W. Zucker, M.D., FA.A.P.

Jeffrey M. Bienstock, M.D., FA.A.P.
Melissa A. Chism, M.D., FA.A.P.

Sapna Shah, M.D., FA.A.P. i : - -
Heather Shafi, M.D., FAAP i-iave our bulletlnkemaﬂed 973 \2,\748 1892
901 Route 23 South, Pompton Plains O You every week. ayne
$78) CEHCERE Quality Workmanship &
Also located in: Hackensack, Fair Lawn, G 1
Mahwah, and Woodland Park Visit www.parishesonline.com Proudly Serving Your Areal!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need
MDMedAlert!™ rstours

At HOME and Away!  $1
¢

v’ Ambulance ¢ Police
+ Family ¢ GPS & Fall Alert

CALLNOW! § .
o : 800.808.9294 #md;medalen.com L ,—rj j

CONTACT ME
R%%';Iobfq%\; C EJM’EE&’ S Jim Marcinkiewicz

We Find & Fix Leaks!

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

95

Imo. &

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com

(800) 477-4574 x6417

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING ADT-Monitored o8

Home Securi

. $11000OFF i  20%OFF ty
: Any New Roof Replacement : ,\';:‘s':,,°,;fh2::i':“8f§'§,‘:g§'§ E Get 24-Hour Protection
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" From a Name You Can Trust

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years ® Burglary @ Flood Detection

Serucng AU of New Yencvey ® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide
732-520-9554

www.expertchimneyroofing.com AT | provicer | SafeStreets 833-287-3502
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Want to own
your own business?

Charles T. Wallack, D.P.M.
Family Foot Care

Certified Board of Podiatric Medicine
Ower 500 Franchise

Opportunities

Kevin Doyle

973-694-5632
10 CHAPEL HILL ROAD

LINCOLN PARK, NJ 07035

Melissa Florance-Lynch
! H

encermon nearons: 011 Me For All Of Your Real Estate Needs! §

Manager / Broker Associate
»

=

TONY'SBOULEVARD
SERVICE CENTER

Tony Cangialosi

« Full Service Station
» Computerized Wheel Alignment

W BUs,
ki £
&
a

&
Lisa Perkins, Travel Advisor
THEME PARKS - ALL-INCLUSIVE

CRUISES AND BEYOND

201-506-1380
lisa@dreambuilderstravel.com & E]

FLOORING
PAINTING
CARPENTRY

« Brake Service « Diagnostics
« NJ State Inspections
» Computer / Check Engine
276 Boulevard, Pompton Plains
973-835-2333

547 Newark Pompton Tpk., Pompton Plains
973-835-1217

HanoyMIKE

¢4 cell (973) 809-4401
office (973) 305-5880 x1496

MelissaFlorance-LynchiRealtyExecutives. com

363 Rte 23 8, Pomgpton Plains

& www.realtyexecutives.com/Agent/Melissa-Florance-Lynch

Get out of your
retirement at Cedar Crest.

Get your
free brochure!

Call 1-800-768-3506 or
visit CedarCrest.com today.

i
p—
Cedar Crest Northern New Jersey
CedarCrest.com
BY ERICKSOHN SEHIOR LIVING™

of\ F

SIDING REPAIRS
ROOF REPAIRS
HANDYMAN SERVICES

201-456-2003
Drywall Repairs

L

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Discover the RealVitalizes Program!
We cover upfront costs for repairs and home
improvements to get your home ready to sell!

Stephen gfg;; COLDWELL
Tinney S=» BANKER

Call or text: (973) 476-1728 - 1StopSteve.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, Pompton Plains, NJ  04-1245



