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Do you love me?  Keep my Commandments 

                                                           

Pastor 
 Fr. Javier Nieva, DCJM  

 

Parochial Vicars 
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In-Residence 
Fr. Luis Granados, DCJM 

Br. Ignacio Golmayo, DCJM  
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Deacons 
Greg Frank  

 Tim Kilbarger  

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we are a community 

centered in the Eucharist.  We seek to live our 

faith, to grow in holiness, and to proclaim the 

love of Christ through service to all. 

Stay in touch 
Flocknote and Facebook 

As you know, events are 
moving rapidly, and it's hard 

to keep up. We want to stay in 
touch to make sure you have 
the latest information as well 

as resources to help you 
weather the storm. We are 

working on more creative ways 
to keep our parish family 

connected.  
 

In the meantime, keep an eye 
out for more Flocknotes.  

Also, visit our parish website at 
stmarylittleton.org  

and follow our Facebook page 
facebook.com/stmarylittleton.  
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Not Death But Eternal Life 

Are you wondering what to do with your weekly parish offering during this 
time that we are unable to assemble for Mass? We have an answer!  
 

First, this is the perfect time to consider online giving. You can sign up to give 
electronically at Faith Direct www.faithdirect.net.  Our Faith Direct Parish 
code is CO765.  If you are giving via check or cash, you may drop your offer-

ing in the designated box in the church vestibule, or you may bring it by the parish office.  
 

The current health-related crisis is likely to result in considerable financial strain on parishes around the country, including St. 
Mary. Please remember that while our lives and routines are being disrupted, parish expenses and bills continue as normal. We 
assure you that we will be extra careful with our spending during this time of crisis, but please keep in mind that the parish is com-
pletely dependent on your continuing generosity.  Thank you for all you do to support your parish!  

The COVID-19 pandemic outbreak has sure caused a rift in the normal flow of life for people all across the world. Many sectors 
of life have been curtailed by government officials as a way to “flatten the curve” of infection. I have been in contact with my own 
family, and I can sense a subtle fear of death among them as they are quarantined in their homes; perhaps they are not the only 
ones who have this fear. Christian monastic spirituality includes an aspect of preparing for death every day, something that has 
only started to grow on me recently. But how does this thought about death relate to Easter Sunday? 
Mary Magdalen and the others went looking for a dead man. They had heard about the horrific execution of their beloved friend 
and teacher only a few days prior. It’s clear that Jesus was dead, and now isn’t dead. But how can that be? While I can’t explain 
how that miracle happened, I can hopefully try and explain the significance of that event in light of our current COVID-19 situa-
tion. 
 

St. Irenaeus of Lyons (130AD-202AD) says that, “The business of the Christian is nothing else than to be ever preparing for 
death.” Ouch!! So difficult for so many reasons. Nevertheless, monastic spirituality has embraced this preparation in many con-
crete ways because of the understanding that death is not a finality, but rather a passageway into eternal life! It seems that we can 
lean on two examples to explain this: I can think of a couple recent movies that use the theme of death-as-transition as a poignant 
moment in the protagonist’s development … Maleficent 2 (2019), and X-Men 2: United (2003). And nature itself gives us the ex-
ample of the caterpillar-turned-butterfly to explain the same concept. In these examples, death is a necessary component in the 
total transformation, or rebirth, of something that was good into something that was better. 
 

Since the outbreak of the coronavirus, I have been thinking a lot about death: what could it feel like to die, what kind of a death 
would I choose to embrace if I had the opportunity (clearly, I know I don’t have a choice for when death would come), what 
would other people say about me in a eulogy, how would I like to be buried, etc. The saying “death by a thousand paper cuts” 
seems to describe the experience of monastic life in general where, through the day, in various ways, there are a number of oppor-
tunities to voluntarily choose a “death” to my preferences, my availability, my skills, or to my comfort. As inconvenient as these 
opportunities are, I realize ever more painfully that I’ll choose comfort over sacrifice about 90% of the time. But then I am also 
reminded of the beauty of the vocation of marriage, wherein the requirements and demands of self-sacrificial love are ever-
present. Although the circumstances are different, the opportunities for self-sacrificial love are still there in both vocations. 
 

But, in all this thought about death, I discovered one more thing, a subtle distinction 
which makes all the difference for me. This “death” is not about the destruction or 
obliteration of my personhood. Rather, the contrary: it is precisely “walking through 
this valley of death without fear” that is the hidden and largely untrodden road to-
wards the fullness of life, in Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit that is our desire 
and our calling. This is the reason we celebrate Easter … a celebration that we can 
experience throughout the entire year, not just on one Sunday in a church each year! 
Because we have been baptized into Christ, and if Christ rose from the dead, and if 
Christ is preparing a place for us in heaven, then why do we fear death when it is 
merely the passage towards our eternal home? 
 

The monastic practice of remembering death is not a morbid fascination, nor is it 
merely a sentimental intellectual activity of your last day of life (like if you knew you 
were going to die tomorrow); rather, it is a robust perspective shift towards becoming 
as if “another Jesus.” The Good Fridays of our lives always lead to an Easter Sunday. 
What do we think it will feel like when we finally walk out of our caves of fear, anxi-
ety, pain, grudges, unresolved tensions, regrets, etc. because Jesus has just rolled 
away the stone? We’ll probably feel like a completely different person! 
 

Br. John Marmion Villa 
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4251 S. Natches Ct., Unit K

Englewood, CO 80110

P: 303-781-8185
www.atozroofingdenver.com

The Whelan Family - Parishioners

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1992
A+ BBB Accredited Business

“After all, everything you call home...
is under your roof!”

Randy E. Johnson
“Voted Best of the Best”

Highlands Ranch Herald

303-791-8883
www.randyejohnson.com

Serving Metro Denver for over 25 years.

12450 Mead Way, Littleton • 303-791-3122 
24 Hour Board-up Service

Commercial Glazing • Residential • Tenant Finish
Commercial Maintenance • Shop Repairs • Storm Windows

Shower Doors • Tub Enclosures • Mirrors • Screens
Free Estimates • Window Film • Table Tops • Door Repairs

Meurer Law Offices, PC

Michael T. Meurer 
303.991.3544

Estate Planning 
Probate 

Medicaid 
Bankruptcy 
Elder Law 

Wills & Trusts

303.794.0267

1799 W Littleton Blvd
Littleton, CO 80120

littletonwoodlawnfloral.com

Serving the Denver CatholiC Community SinCe 1890.
The heritage behind our mortuaries and cemeteries is one of history and tradition.

Lloyd Swint, Parish Member • Matthew D. Whaley, Director 
Chapel Hill Mortuary (303) 455-3663

Call Lucy Nolan:

303.798.8909

Licensed Non-Medical Home Care

Personal Care & Homemaker Services

Trees by Mr. B
Trimming Specialist

Call Doug Bierzychudek

(303) 932.2514
10% Donated to the Parish

30 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Accept Credit Cards

www.kofc.org
 

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus

MEN, YOU CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Welcoming new members.

www.kofc3340.org 
membership3340@kofc3340.org

Wilkinson Painting Inc.
25 Years In Business

Thomas Wilkinson - Parishioner
Interior & Exterior • Free Estimates

303.730.6187 • wilkinsonpainting@gmail.com

Residential • Commercial
Drywall Repair • Staining & Sealing • Power Washing

protect your
home

from lightning
strikes

Specializing in Lightning
Rod, Lightning Rod

Installation and Lightning
Protection Systems for
homes and buildings

Ed McDonald
Cell: 303-523-5089

edmlp@aol.com
FREE ESTIMATES Hallmarknursingcenterco.com

You Can 
Count OnCare 

Hallmark
Nursing Center

303 .794 .6484

• I am proud to be a brand new St. Mary’s parishioner -  
  as well as YOUR SBA loan officer!
• I offer a wide array of business loan products with 
  varying terms, designed specifically to meet your  
  company’s needs!
• My rates are always competitive, the decision making  
  is locally based, and my service is unparalleled!

Midwest Regional Bank is a premier SBA Loan provider, 
consistently ranking as one of the largest SBA lenders in 
Colorado and climbing the rankings across the country.

I have 25+ years experience making me a SBA lending 

expert and I have the highly-specialized SBA knowledge 

needed to effectively & quickly secure SBA financing. I’ll 

be with you every step of the way and offer tailored SBA 

solutions to grow your business.

Hello St. Mary’s Business Owners!!!

Call me TODAY!
Tracey Tucker | 720-635-1516
ttucker@mwregionalbank.com

Estate Planning • Elder Law • Business • Cyber
Bob Hercher • St. Mary Parishioner

Attorney & Counselor-at-Law

303-257-1321      www.rjhercher.com
Personal service to exceed your expectations...

HigHLands RancH

Town Center • 9288 Dorchester St.
Sundays • 10am-2pm or Sellout

303-887-FARM
www.denverfarmersmarket.com



303.880.8774  

Rich@HomeMarkCO.com

Rich Petrone
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Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery, Air Duct,Tile & Grout Cleaning

303-725-4610
Free Estimate  •  Parishioner  •  10% Parish Discount

GARDEN & LAWN CARE

Landscaping, Lawn care, Trimming, 
sprinkLers, snow removaL & more.

Call John at 
303-875-0996

Free Estimates / Senior Discount

Steven L. Paolucci, ChFC
Parishioner  |  303-797-2305

www.PaolucciFinancial.com

Retirement Planning - Catholic Values Portfolio Screening
(Insurance, IRA Rollovers, 401k Plans and Investment Brokerage Accounts)

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered

Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Paolucci Financial Services are not affiliated.

303-360-0708
academyroofinginc.com

Serving Colorado Since 1980  BBB A+ Rating

Michelle DeCarlo Ins Agency Inc
S/W corner of Bowles and Wadsworth
Bus 303-978-1223
Cell 303-522-6670
Michelle@michelledecarlo.com
Love, Hope, Family, and Security...
That is what life is about

Paul & Virginia Hooper
Parish Member

303-973-8883

STATE FARM INSURANCE
www.virginiahooper.com

Proud Parents of  
St. Mary’s Alumni

PLUMBING • HEATING
DRAIN CLEANING
AIR CONDITIONING
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
303-798-9011  Parishioner
www.corianoandsons.com
24 Hour Emergency Service

MASTER 

PLUMBER

6931 South Pierce Street, Suite 101, Littleton, CO 80128 | 303.978.1104 | www.swpdo.com

James Urbaniak, DDS, MS
Parishioner

Scott Pankratz, DDS
Michael Hong, DDS
Jamon Jensen, DDS, MSD

Bob Lee - 303-916-8979 
Bob@DenverRealEstate.com

Andy Lee - 303-870-4179 
Andy@DenverRealEstate.com

Visit us online at www.Bob-AndyLee.com

We Know Both Sides of the Business!
We’re Your St Mary’s Area Real Estate Experts

Littleton | Centennial | Highlands Ranch | Ken Caryl | Columbine

Paul & Ashley Temaat 
Real Estate Agents 
Trust a successful investor!

303-638-9402
www.paultemaat.com

Proud St Mary’s School Parents

Contact Dan Parker to place an ad today! 
dparker@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2576

- New Fall & Winter Styles Arriving Daily -
Don’t forget to ask about our St Mary’s Discount!

303-388-9535 | www.littlefeetdenver.com 

Mon-Sat 10-6 | Sun 12-4 
In Cherry Creek at 201 University Blvd - #103

Owned by Dan & Erin Rohr - Proud to be Supporters St Mary’s Church & School

Denver’s Premiere Children’s Shoe Store

John N. Pavlakovich  

  720-308-2507  

John.Pavlakovich@PHMloans.com

                                  NMLS 801982                Proud Family Parishioner

  
Mortgage Service with a Purpose!

The Irish Realtor 
www.TheIrishBroker.com

Brendan Moran 
720-291-0805 

Brendan@Realtor.com

IIntegrity   RReliability   IInitiative   SSincerity    HHonesty

LittLeton

Aspen Grove Lifestyle Center

Wednesday • 10am-2pm or Sellout

303-887-FARM
www.denverfarmersmarket.com


