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T HE EPIPH A N Y
OF T HE LOR D

Arise! Shine, for 
your light has come,
the glory of the Lord 
has dawned upon you.”

- Isaiah 60:1
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POPE FR ANCIS tempting to confuse God’s light with the lights of the world. 
How many times have we pursued the seductive lights of 
power and celebrity, convinced that we are rendering good 
service to the Gospel! But by doing so, have we not turned 
the spotlight on the wrong place, because God was not there. 
His kindly light shines forth in humble love. How many 
times too, have we, as a Church, attempted to shine with our 
own light! Yet we are not the sun of humanity. We are the 
moon that, despite its shadows, reflects the true light, which 
is the Lord. The Church is the mysterium lunae and the 
Lord is the light of the world (cf. Jn 9:5). Him, not us.

The light of God shines on those who receive it. Isaiah, in 
the first reading (cf. 60:2), tells us that that light does not 
prevent the darkness and the thick clouds from covering the 
earth, but shines forth on those prepared to accept it. And 
so, the prophet addresses a challenging summons to every-
one: “Arise, shine” (60:1). We need to arise, to get up from 
our sedentary lives and prepare for a journey. Otherwise, we 
stand still, like the scribes that Herod consulted; they knew 
very well where the Messiah was born, but they did not 
move. We also need to shine, to be clothed in God who is 
light, day by day, until we are fully clothed in Jesus. Yet to 
be clothed in God, who like the light is simple, we must first 
put aside our pretentious robes. Otherwise, we will be like 
Herod, who preferred the earthly lights of success and 
power to the divine light. The Magi, instead, fulfil the 
prophecy. They arise and shine, and are clothed in light. 
They alone see the star in the heavens: not the scribes, nor 
Herod, nor any of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

In order to find Jesus, we also need to take a different route, 
to follow a different path, his path, the path of humble love. 
And we have to persevere. Today’s Gospel ends by saying 
that the Magi, after encountering Jesus, “left for their own 
country by another road” (Mt 2:12). Another road, different 
from that of Herod. An alternative route than that of the 
world, like the road taken by those who surround Jesus at 
Christmas: Mary and Joseph, the shepherds. Like the Magi, 
they left home and became pilgrims on the paths of God. 
For only those who leave behind their worldly attachments 
and undertake a journey find the mystery of God.

all the nations, today represented by the Magi. In this way, 
we see revealed the glory of a God who has come for every-
one: every nation, language and people is welcomed and 
loved by him. It is symbolized by the light, which penetrates 
and illumines all things.

Yet if our God makes himself known for everyone, it is even 
more surprising how he does so. The Gospel speaks of a hum 
of activity around the palace of King Herod once Jesus
appears as a king. The Magi ask: “Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews?” (Mt 2:2). They will find 
him, but not where they thought: not in the royal palace of 
Jerusalem, but in a humble abode in Bethlehem. We saw 
this same paradox at Christmas. The Gospel spoke of the 
census of the entire world taken in the days of the Emperor 
Augustus, when Quirinius was governor (cf. Lk 2:2). But 
none of the great men of that time realized that the King of 
history was being born in their own time. Again, when 
Jesus, some thirty years of age, made himself known 
publicly, preceded by John the Baptist, the Gospel once 
more solemnly situates the event, listing all the “magnates” 
of the time, the great secular and spiritual powers: Tiberius 
Caesar, Pontius Pilate, Herod, Philip, Lysanias, the high 
priests Annas and Caiaphas. And it concludes by saying 
that, at that time, “the word of God came to John, the son of 
Zechariah, in the wilderness” (Lk 3:2). To none of the 
magnates, but to a man who had withdrawn to the desert. 
Here is the surprise: God does not need the spotlights of the 
world to make himself known.

When we listen to that list of distinguished personages, we 
might be tempted to turn the spotlight on them. We might 
think that it would have been better had the star of Jesus 
appeared in Rome, on the Palatine Hill, where Augustus 
ruled over the world; then the whole empire would imme-
diately have become Christian. Or if it had shone on the 
palace of Herod, he might have done good rather than evil. 
But God’s light does not shine on those who shine with their 
own light. God “proposes” himself; he does not “impose” 
himself. He illumines; he does not blind. It is always a very 

HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Vatican Basilica
Sunday, 6 January 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Epiphany: this word indicates 
the manifestation of the Lord, 
who, as Saint Paul tells us in 
the second reading (cf. Eph 
3:6), makes himself known to
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Confession

Thursday

5:00pm

Saturday

8:30am/3:00pm

Sunday

30 minutes prior
to each mass

Adoration

Thursday

Noon - 6:00pm

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday

7:30am

Saturday/Sunday

7:05am

Location:  
900 W. Midway Blvd
Broomfield, CO 80020

Website:  www.nool.us

Phone: 303-469-5171 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday,
8:00am-5:00pm 

Fax:  303-469-5172 

School:  303-466-4177

Pastor
Fr. Michael Carvill, FSCB
m.carvill@nool.us, ext. 114

Associate Pastor
Fr. Accursio Ciaccio, FSCB
a.ciaccio@nool.us

Associate Pastor
Fr. Emanuele Fadini, FSCB
e.fadini@nool.us, ext. 166

Associate Pastor
Fr. Matteo Invernizzi, FSCB
m.invernizzi@nool.us

Deacons
Huan Nguyen
h.nguyen@nool.us

Steve Vallero
s.vallero@nool.us

David Arling
d.arling@nool.us

Sisters: sisters@nool.us
Srs. Teresa, Marilú, & Arianna

Parish Sacristan
Marylou Sivigliano
m.sivigliano@nool.us, ext. 136

Assistant Sacristan
Ron Kaiser

Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Roberta Hebert
r.hebert@nool.us

School Principal
Holly Peterson
h.peterson@nool.us, ext. 141

Business Manager
Kyle Hubbart
k.hubbart@nool.us, ext. 108

Accounting and HR Manager
Carol Sullivan
c.sullivan@nool.us, ext. 109

Accounting Assistants
Suzie Sloan
s.sloan@nool.us, ext. 140

Candy Gritz
c.gritz@nool.us, ext. 140

Director of Music
Dr. Marcia Marchesi
m.marchesi@nool.us, ext. 123

Faith Alive Direct Number
303-731-0425

Director of Faith Alive
Mark Thomason
m.thomason@nool.us, ext. 104

Parish Registrar
Merrilyn Sikora
m.sikora@nool.us, ext. 110

Director of Religious Education
Diane Irby
d.irby@nool.us, ext. 103

Faith Alive Assistant
Tricia Fankell
t.fankell@nool.us, ext. 103

Stewardship Director
Diane Denfeld
d.denfeld@nool.us, ext. 106

Development Director
Ilene DuBey
i.dubey@nool.us, 303-641-3667

IT Specialist
Jim DuBey
j.dubey@nool.us, ext. 115

Admin. of Parish Reception & Ops
Jen Kuzik
j.kuzik@nool.us, ext. 100

Admin. Assistants - Front Desk
Lindsay Smith
l.smith@nool.us, ext. 112

Debbie Corrigan
d.corrigan@nool.us, ext. 112

Facilities Manager
Mike Hebert
m.hebert@nool.us, ext. 122

Past. Associate, Charity & Outreach
Lynne Gallagher
l.gallagher@nool.us, ext. 101

Director of Communications
Jacquie Fankell
j.fankell@nool.us, ext. 135

Communications Associate
Drake Fontana
d.fontana@nool.us, ext. 135

Saturday | 1/4

1 JN 3:7-10
JN 1:35-42

Sunday | 1/5

IS 60:1-6
EPH 3:2-3A, 5-6
MT 2:1-12

Monday | 1/6

1 JN 3:22-4:6
MT 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday | 1/7

1 JN 4:7-10
MK 6:34-44

Wednesday | 1/8

1 JN 4:11-18
MK 6:45-52

Thursday | 1/9

1 JN 4:19-5:4
LK 4:14-22

Friday | 1/10

1 JN 5:5-13
LK 5:12-16

Saturday | 1/11

1 JN 5:14-21
JN 3:22-30

Sunday | 1/12

IS 42:1-4, 6-7
ACTS 10:34-38
MT 3:13-17

DAILY READINGS

For all bulletin submi-
ssions, please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is 
every Tuesday at noon. Be 
on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

BULLETIN INFO

PARISH TIMES

PARISH OFFICE

PARISH STAFF

Nativity's main communication tool

Sign up at nool.us or at 
app.flocknote.com/nool

Visit nool.us for our
interactive bulletin,
latest news, and more.

Mass Times

Monday - Friday

7:00am

Saturday

8:00am/4:30pm

Sunday

7:30am/9:30am
11:30am/5:00pm
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Catherine Weller

January 5

Ginny Garreau
Al Garreau
Pat Fonio

Annette Garcia

January 12

Shannon Spinuzzi
Roxane Pecchio

Jean Hindie
Virginia Sullivan

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact Joanne 
Farver at 303-466-8859 or at
joannefarver@comcast.net.

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

Prayers for the sick and for 
the deceased:

We pray for all who are sick, and 
for our deceased relatives and 
friends that they may speedily 
attain the blessedness of heaven 
and rejoice in the eternal trea-
sure of God’s glory and love.

St. André Bessette
January 6

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SACRISTRY LAUNDRY

COLLECTION COUNTERS

PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday | 1/4

8:00am | † Cheryl Monachino by The Ermisch Family
4:30pm | † Pat Noyce by Frank Passard

Sunday | 1/5

7:30am | † Pat Noyce by Frank Hillenbrand
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am | † John Paul Karls by Mary C. Baylie
5:00pm |    Karen Moreira by The Family

Monday | 1/6

7:00am | † Mary Kaiser by Ron Kaiser

Tuesday | 1/7

7:00am | † Erica Brunson by Patsy Desselle

Wednesday | 1/8

7:00am | † Stan and Josephine Logay by Sandra Deedon

Thursday | 1/9

7:00am | † Michael Thomason by Diane Irby and Tricia Fankell

Friday | 1/10

7:00am | † Josephine Logay by Sandra Deedon

Saturday | 1/11

8:00am | † John Hulwager by Jill Kountz
4:30pm |    Linda Bajada by Melinda and Scott Tewksbury

Sunday | 1/12

7:30am | † Bill Werner by Hal and Glee Lunka
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am | † Sagaya Mary Padmavathy by The Jayachandran Family
5:00pm |    Sebastian Martinez-Canedo by The Spinuzzi Family

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday | 1/5

11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
3:00pm | CL 
6:00pm | High School Youth

Monday | 1/6

8:00am | Gala Meeting
9:30am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
6:30pm | DC Biblical School
7:00pm | St. Joe's Men Group

Tuesday | 1/7

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
1:00pm | CGS Level I
1:00pm | Walking with God
4:00pm | CGS Level I
4:30pm | RE
6:00pm | Venturers
6:30pm | RCIA
6:30pm | RE
6:30pm | Respect Life
7:30pm | In Ipso Part 2

Wednesday | 1/8

5:30am | St. Joe's Men Group
8:00am | CGS Level I
8:00am | Endow
10:00am | CGS Level I/II
10:30am | SVDP
12:30pm | St. Peter

4:30pm | RE
6:00pm | Stephen Ministry
6:30pm | CL

Thursday | 1/9

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
2:00pm | Deanery Meeting
6:00pm | Stephen Ministry
6:30pm | Corinthians
7:00pm | Sojourners
7:00pm | Baptism Class

Friday | 1/10

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
5:00pm | GS
6:00pm | Trivia Knight

Saturday | 1/11

7:30am | Pro-Life Rosary
9:00am | Marian Pray Cenacles
9:00am | Italian Class
9:30am | March for Life Begins
11:00am | Baptism
3:30pm | Parishioner Welcome

If you're interested in getting
involved with any of the 
ministries hosting events 
in the parish, please see the 
information on the Parish Life
board in the gathering area,
visit our website, or connect
directly via Flocknote.

Calendar Disclaimer:

Times in the parish calendar
are subject to change. Sign up
on Flocknote for updates.

If you have any questions
regarding the events above, 
please contact the front desk.



C
el

eb
ra

te
 L

ife
 M

arch

FROM CONCEPTION TO NATURAL DEATH

MASS: CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION | 11:30 a.m.
MASS OFFERED AT SIX OTHER LOCATIONS | 11:00 A.M.

RALLY: COLORADO STATE CAPITOL | 1:00 p.m.

RESPECTLIFEDENVER.ORG

AN EVENT CELEBRATING EVERY LIFE

Every Life 
is a Gift !
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SATURDAY

1.11.20
 RALLY 1:00 P.M.
 MARCH 2:00 P.M.

COLORADO STATE CAPITOL

RESPECTLIFEDENVER.ORG

CLICK HERE
FOR MORERESPECT LIFE

MORE DETAILS in the RESPECT LIFE
SECTION of THIS BULLETIN
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Online and Mobile Giving

Nativity offers two avenues that serve as easy, consistent, 
and reliable means of making your offering to our parish. 
Questions? Contact Suzie at s.sloan@nool.us.

For Mobile Giving: 

• Search ‘GivePlus Church’ in the App Store or Google Play

• Download the app for free and search 80020, then choose 
Nativity of Our Lord

• Give once or set up an account for recurring donations

For Online Giving: 

• Go to nool.us

• Click ‘Give’ on the homepage

• Complete the donation info

TITHING

YOUR STEWARDSHIP AT WORK

We Have a New Giving App!

We are excited to share with you a new way to give. GivePlus 
is a mobile giving app that enables you to make one-time or 
recurring gifts from your smartphone. Visit the App Store or
Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church” to download 
the app for free. 

Search 80020, choose Nativity of Our Lord, and start 
donating today. It’s that easy! We hope you’ll try it! Thank
you for your continued generosity to our thriving parish 
community.

Please help us ensure the Blessed Sacrament
is always accompanied. Sign-up to adore at:

nativity.weadorehim.com

Nativity's main communication tool

flocknote.com/nool/adoration

Please join our Adoration Flocknote list for
all of the latest updates and information at:

CHAPEL OF THE THREE PATRONS
Nativity’s Adoration Chapel

"To adore is to let oneself be
burned by divine love."

- Robert Cardinal Sarah

The Chapel of the Three 
Patrons is now open to Non-
scheduled adorers on:

Sunday | 2:00-8:00pm
Mon-Wed | 8:00am - 8:00pm
Thursday |  8:00am - 12:00pm

Committed adorers are 
urgently needed for the 
following hours:

THU
9:00am

SUN
12:00pm
1:00pm

THU
7:00am

10:00am
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NATIVITY TRIVIA KNIGHT

January 10 | 6:30pm

For all you trivia buffs and non-trivia buffs alike, this is an 
event you do not want to miss! Here’s the skinny on this
incredibly fun event:

· Get your team of 4-10 players together

· Come up with a team name and if you are so inclined, a
decoration for your team’s table!

· BYOFABF: Bring Your Own Favorite Adult 
Beverage & Food

The knight begins at 6:30pm for setup of team tables with 
your own team theme! Eat, drink, and mingle until 7:00pm, 
when the first round of trivia will begin. After each round, 
while tallying the scores, there will be more time for 
mingling. The cost is nothing.

With questions, please contact IleneDuBey at 
i.dubey@nool.us or at 303-641-3667. 

Register online at:

school.nool.us/trivia-knight

HISTORYHISTORY

RELIGIONRELIGION
SPORTSSPORTS

POP CULTUREPOP CULTURE



NATIVITY WIDOWS

NATIVITY WIDOWS LUNCHEON | January 8

The Nativity Widows Luncheon, at noon on January 8, has
been moved to Delvickio’s on US 287 next to Noodles & Co.
All Nativity widows are welcome to attend. With questions,
call Mary Baylie at 303-466-1125 or Genny Lane at
303-466-9377.

WOMEN’S GUILD

CHURCH CLEANING

Did you know, during the week after masses, the vigil candle 
areas are cleaned by dedicated parishioners? Metal clips, old 
wax and debris are removed from the glass containers. Then, 
these are replenished with new candles furnished by the 
parish. The candle stands and the floors in those areas are 
also cleaned. Explicit instructions are furnished to each 
committee member. Any parishioner is welcome to join in 
this important task. To sign up or for more information, 
please call Evette Shileny at 303-887-6922.

Please do not use your own candles for votive lights. These 
burn incorrectly and break the glass votive holder. The 
parish furnishes the proper special candles for use at the 
votive light stand, and there is always an abundant supply of 
unlit candles available for your use. Thank you.

COUNSELING SERVICES

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES

Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII, offers Christian Counseling 
services. Becky has a Master’s Degree in Clinical Psychology 
and is a Licensed Professional Counselor. She has worked in 
the field for over 25 years with couples, adults, families and 
children. For more information or for an appointment, call 
303-907-6499 or email her at bkusick@yahoo.com

CLICK HERE
FOR MORERESPECT LIFE

CELEBRATE LIFE RALLY & MARCH | January 11

Please join us! Speakers will include Archbishop Aquila, 
Ramona Trevino, a former Planned Parenthood director, 
and David Bereit, founder of 40 Days for Life, and more.

We will have a bus for the rally and march. You may sign up 
now to ride at the front desk. Fr. Michael will celebrate Mass 
at 10:15am at Nativity that day. Following the Mass we will 
have light refreshments before boarding the bus. The rally 
will begin at 1:00pm, followed by the march at 2:00pm. We 
will return to Nativity by 3:45pm.

If you have any questions please contact:

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156; eegptg@msn.com
Carrie Kudrna: 720-261-7622; ckudrna@ctpower.com
Janet Carpenter: 720-939-7192; janetacarpenter@comcast.net

CLICK HERE
FOR MOREVIDEO BIBLE STUDIES

PETER: CORNERSTONE of CATHOLICISM | January 8

New Bible Study, Peter: Cornerstone of Catholicism, will be
offered from 1:00-2:30pm beginning on January 8. This
course, produced by the Augustine Institute and Tim Gray,
offers a fascinating, in-depth study on the life and meaning
of St. Peter, bringing together biblical stories, historical
knowledge, Church teaching, and personal insights, to give 
you a fresh perspective on whom Jesus entrusted His 
Church. Register for this 11-week study by visiting:

nool.us/bible-study

CLICK EACH
FOR MOREFROM THE COMMUNITY

Denver Seminarians Discernment Retreat

HIGH SCHOOL | January 12 | St. John Vianney, Denver

St. John Vianney Seminary, in Denver, will be hosting a
discernment retreat for high schoolers, grades 9-12, who are 
interested in a vocational life. The retreat will take place on
Sunday, January 12 from 9:00am - 4:00pm. For more 
information, or to register, please visit:

denverseminarians.org

TIME OUT FOR FRIENDS

CHRISTMAS BREAK

TOFF will not be meeting on the usual January 7 scheduled
date because of the Christmas break. For more information, 
contact Anne Gray at 303-910-4521or at abcgray@
hotmail.com or Ashley Suppes at Ashley.suppes@gmail.com 
or at 816-288-2068.

HOPE CORNER

NEXT HOPE CORNER MEETING | January 6

The next Hope Corner will be January 6 from 5:30-7:30pm. 
For information, contact Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII at 
303-907-6499 or at hopecornerministry@gmail.com. If you 
are having a mental health crisis, please call Colorado Crisis 
Services at 844-493-8255 or text “TALK” to 38255.

HISTORYHISTORY

RELIGIONRELIGION
SPORTSSPORTS

POP CULTUREPOP CULTURE
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Reflecting on Nativity SVdP’s Fiscal Year

“This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of 
stewards that they be found trustworthy.” 

- 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

As we reflect on this holy season and prepare for a new year, 
the SVdP Society would like to share this information with 
our parishioners. 

This fiscal year we spent $124,000 assisting people in our 
community. This number speaks to the generosity of our 
parishioners. Without your constant support and belief in 
the work of the SVdP Society, this would not be possible. 

To break down this number a little further, $81,000 went to 
rent which represents 65% of all monies spent.  As you can 
see, there is a great need for us to help keep families in their 
homes.  Without your generous spirit of giving, we might 
consider what might have happened to these families if we 
were not here to help. The remaining $43,000, or 35%, 
went towards other ways the community was assisted. These 
include help towards utilities, car repairs, food, gas, and gift 
cards for other essentials. The most important number we 
can share with you is, that with your continued support, we 
have assisted 300 men, women and children. 

None of this would be possible without our dedicated group 
of volunteers who have spent thousands of hours making 
sure we use the money given to us wisely; after all, we are the 
stewards of all monies that the Society receives. Our 
volunteers realize what an important ministry the SVdP 
Society is and as a result, never tire of their work.  If you 
have a desire to help those in need, please consider giving 
your time and talent to the SVdP Society. As a society, we 
aspire to live the message of the gospel by serving Christ in 
the poor with love, respect, justice, hope, and joy. By 
offering “a hand up” to people in need, they get to keep their 
respect and dignity and we encourage them to take control 
of their own destiny. If this message resonates with you, we 
encourage you to reach out to us to become part of this most 
important ministry.

Our first meeting of the new year will be on Monday, 
January 13, 6:30pm, at the church. All are welcome!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

CLICK HERE
FOR MORESTEPHEN MINISTRY

STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING UPDATE | Week 14

Dealing with Depression:

Happy New Year! After a nice two-week break our trainees 
will be hitting the books again with this week’s module 
covering depression. While thankfully becoming more wide-
ly understood and accepted, many people are still unable to 
recognize symptoms of depression, especially within 
themselves. Depression is one of the most shared common 
denominators among those requesting help from a Stephen 
Minister. Hence the importance of this module for all 
Stephen Minister trainees.

Among the many elements of this topic, trainees will learn 
the characteristics and symptoms of mild, moderate, and 
severe depression. They will practice caregiving skills for 
those experiencing mild to moderate depression and learn 
when and how to refer an individual to a mental health 
professional - a fundamental principle of this effective,
caring ministry.

Please continue to pray for our trainees as they near the 
completion of their initial training.For more information
on Stephen Ministry or to request a Stephen Minister, 
please call 303-469-5171 x113 or check us out on 
Flocknote:

app.flocknote.com/nool/SM

CLICK EACH
FOR MOREFROM THE COMMUNITY

Denver Nuggets Catholic Families Nights

BENEFIT the ST. SEBASTIAN PROJECT

Purchase your tickets today for the Catholic Families Nights 
with the Denver Nuggets. Tickets are available starting at 
$18 and can be purchased online at the following link:  

groupmatics.events/group/Catholicfamilies7

A portion of every ticket will benefit the St. Sebastion 
Project, an organization that works to provide assistance 
to Denver Catholic schools to support sports programs.

Colorado Avalanche Catholic Schools Night

CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK with HOCKEY

Save the Date for Catholic Schools Night with the Colorado 
Avalanche on Thursday, January 2 at 7:30pm at the Pepsi 
Center. Each ticket purchase includes $10 in loaded value 
for food and drink, and a $5 donation to the Catholic school 
of your choice. Purchase your tickets by visiting: 

avalanche.teamkse.com/CatholicSchoolsNight

and use discount code:

AVSCATHOLICSCHOOLS

KoC FREE THROW COMPETITION | January 25

Knights of Columbus District Basketball Free Throw 
Competition open to all Boys and Girls from ages 9-14. The 
competition will take place on Saturday January 25 in the 
gymnasium at Frassati Catholic Academy, 3951 Cottonwood 
Lakes Blvd, Thornton. Registration opens at 8:00am. The 
competition starts at 10:00am. 
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This holds true for us too. It is not enough to know where 
Jesus was born, as the scribes did, if we do not go there. It is 
not enough to know that Jesus was born, like Herod, if we 
do not encounter him. When his place becomes our place, 
when his time becomes our time, when his person becomes 
our life, then the prophecies come to fulfilment in us. Then 
Jesus is born within us. He becomes the living God for me. 
Today we are asked to imitate the Magi. They do not debate; 
they set out. They do not stop to look, but enter the house of 
Jesus. They do not put themselves at the centre, but bow 
down before the One who is the centre. They do not remain 
glued to their plans, but are prepared to take other routes. 
Their actions reveal a close contact with the Lord, a radical 
openness to him, a total engagement with him. With him, 
they use the language of love, the same language that Jesus, 
though an infant, already speaks. Indeed, the Magi go to the 
Lord not to receive, but to give. Let us ask ourselves this 
question: at Christmas did we bring gifts to Jesus for his 
party, or did we only exchange gifts among ourselves?

If we went to the Lord empty-handed, today we can remedy 
that. The Gospel, in some sense, gives us a little “gift list”: 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gold, the most precious of 

metals, reminds us God has to be granted first place; he has 
to be worshiped. But do that, we need to remove ourselves 
from the first place and to recognize our neediness, the fact 
that we are not self-sufficient. Then there is frankincense, 
which symbolizes a relationship with the Lord, prayer, 
which like incense rises up to God (cf. Ps 141:2). Just as 
incense must burn in order to yield its fragrance, so too, in 
prayer, we need to “burn” a little of our time, to spend it with
the Lord. Not just in words, but also by our actions. We see 
this in the myrrh, the ointment that would be lovingly used 
to wrap the body of Jesus taken down from the cross (cf. 
Jn 19:39). The Lord is pleased when we care for bodies 
racked by suffering, the flesh of the vulnerable, of those left 
behind, of those who can only receive without being able to 
give anything material in return. Precious in the eyes of God 
is mercy shown to those who have nothing to give back. 
Gratuitousness! Gratuitousness is precious in God’s eyes.

In this Christmas season now drawing to its close, let us not 
miss the opportunity to offer a precious gift to our King, who 
came to us not in worldly pomp, but in the luminous poverty 
of Bethlehem. If we can do this, his light will shine upon us.
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