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of personal growth in faith, and even the time I was sick
turned out to be an experience of being assisted by the 
providential charity of my brothers. As part of the agenda of 
our retreat, we also had some guest speakers. One of them 
was Fr. Stefano Aragno, now director of the Comunita’ 
Cenacolo, a Catholic community of rehab for drug and 
alcohol addicted youths. I’d like to share here something of 
what he shared, due to the profound meaning of his words.

Fr Stefano shared first the history of the community. The 
community has been founded by Sr. Elvira (Rita Petrozzi), 
in Saluzzo, Cuneo, Italy. As a member of the sisters of 
charity, during the hours of Eucharistic Adoration she had
a solid intuition that God called her to minister to the ones
who are in despair. That intuition was rooted in her youth, 
when as the oldest daughter of many in an indigent family, 
she always helped her mum take care of the family, and 
many times of her dad, who was alcoholic. Sr. Elvira shared 
what she understood to be the will of God with her superiors, 
who consented only after several years of wise testing. Even-
tually, in 1983, she opened the house of the Community of 
Cenacolo in 1983, with other few sisters. Now, they are 
present all over the world, bringing many youths back to 
life and to Christ.

From that discrete beginning, a few episodes shared by Fr. 
Stefano struck me particularly. First, the role of prayer. 
Since opening the house for rehab, Sr. Elvira and the other 
sisters defined a rule of the community, and that didn’t 
include prayer. They woke up earlier than the official rule in
order to pray. However, once one of the teenagers woke up 
earlier and entered the chapel where the sisters were 
gathered in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. He asked 
them what they were doing. He was told that they were 
praying. “I want to pray with you!” he replied. What did Sr. 
Elvira infer from that? That she foolishly thought she could 
merely offer to the youths a roof and a bed and food: 
material things. While the thing they absolutely needed the
most was God. For this, she decided to include in the 
proposal of the daily life to any new guest real and concrete 

FR. EMANUELE
FADINI

Dear Parishioners,

During the first week of 
February, I attended the 
retreat for the recently 
ordained priests with my 
Fraternity. Unfortunately, I 
had to skip half of the meet-
ings and assemblies because 
I was knocked out by flu and 
fever. Nonetheless, the time 
I could attend was a great 
moment of communion with 
my friends and brothers and

moments of prayer. When Fr. Stefano later recalled 
his encounter with the community, which he joined as a 
social worker (volunteer), he had a similar experience. One 
night he was awakened by the “youths” who left their bed. 
He followed them so “he could catch them with their hands 
in the cookie jar,” he thought. To his surprise, they were 
going in the chapel for adoration. In this way, he discovered 
God as well, and later on he found his vocation.

The second episode that left a deep impression in me was 
that she decided to reject any government support, in order 
to show the youths to become responsible through work for 
their bread and that God provides for his children. Once, 
during the prayer meeting in the chapel, the one in charge 
of the pantry asked to pray for “the Providence.” Everybody 
understood that milk was over. They had only less than a 
gallon left for the next morning, for about 60 people or so. 
The same afternoon a woman rang the doorbell, asking for 
milk for her children. The one in charge of the pantry 
answered that they didn’t have milk they could give out. Sr. 
Elvira came out and talked with the lady and the youth. She 
ordered him to give her the milk they had, that because of 
her children she needed that milk more than the community
did. The milk was begrudgingly given to her. Later, the 
unexpected: a truck shows up, loaded with milk, as a
donation for the community. Sr Elvira was not surprised. 
But she ordered the one in charge of the pantry to unload 
the whole cargo alone, so that he could learn through that 
sweat of his brow the lavishness of God’s providence.

You can find her whole story in the book: The Embrace of 
God’s Mercy: Mother Elvira and rise of Community 
Cenacolo. I hope you will enjoy hearing more about this 
story of a living saint!

Fr Emanuele
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Mass Times

* Ash 
Wednesday *

2/26: 6:30am; 
8:30am; 12:00pm; 
7:00pm

Confession

Thursday

5:00pm

Saturday

8:30am/3:00pm

Sunday

30 minutes prior
to each mass

Adoration

Thursday

Noon - 6:00pm

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday

7:30am

Saturday/Sunday

7:05am

Location:  
900 W. Midway Blvd
Broomfield, CO 80020

Website:  www.nool.us

Phone: 303-469-5171 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday,
8:00am-5:00pm 

Fax:  303-469-5172 

School:  303-466-4177

Pastor
Fr. Michael Carvill, FSCB
m.carvill@nool.us, ext. 114

Associate Pastor
Fr. Accursio Ciaccio, FSCB
a.ciaccio@nool.us

Associate Pastor
Fr. Emanuele Fadini, FSCB
e.fadini@nool.us, ext. 166

Associate Pastor
Fr. Matteo Invernizzi, FSCB
m.invernizzi@nool.us

Deacons
Huan Nguyen
h.nguyen@nool.us

Steve Vallero
s.vallero@nool.us

David Arling
d.arling@nool.us

Sisters: sisters@nool.us
Srs. Teresa, Marilú, & Arianna

Parish Sacristan
Marylou Sivigliano
m.sivigliano@nool.us, ext. 136

Assistant Sacristan
Ron Kaiser

Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Roberta Hebert
r.hebert@nool.us

School Principal
Holly Peterson
h.peterson@nool.us, ext. 141

Business Manager
Kyle Hubbart
k.hubbart@nool.us, ext. 108

Accounting and HR Manager
Carol Sullivan
c.sullivan@nool.us, ext. 109

Accounting Assistants
Suzie Sloan
s.sloan@nool.us, ext. 140

Candy Gritz
c.gritz@nool.us, ext. 140

Director of Music
Dr. Marcia Marchesi
m.marchesi@nool.us, ext. 123

Faith Alive Direct Number
303-731-0425

Director of Faith Alive
Mark Thomason
m.thomason@nool.us, ext. 104

Parish Registrar
Merrilyn Sikora
m.sikora@nool.us, ext. 110

Director of Religious Education
Diane Irby
d.irby@nool.us, ext. 103

Faith Alive Assistant
Tricia Fankell
t.fankell@nool.us, ext. 103

Stewardship Director
Diane Denfeld
d.denfeld@nool.us, ext. 106

Development Director
Ilene DuBey
i.dubey@nool.us, 303-641-3667

IT Specialist
Jim DuBey
j.dubey@nool.us, ext. 115

Admin. of Parish Reception & Ops
Jen Kuzik
j.kuzik@nool.us, ext. 100

Admin. Assistants - Front Desk
Lindsay Smith
l.smith@nool.us, ext. 112

Debbie Corrigan
d.corrigan@nool.us, ext. 112

Facilities Manager
Mike Hebert
m.hebert@nool.us, ext. 122

Past. Associate, Charity & Outreach
Lynne Gallagher
l.gallagher@nool.us, ext. 101

Director of Communications
Jacquie Fankell
j.fankell@nool.us, ext. 135

Communications Associate
Drake Fontana
d.fontana@nool.us, ext. 135

Saturday | 2/22

1 PT 5:1-4
MT 16:13-19

Sunday | 2/23

LV 19:1-2, 17-18
1 COR 3:16-23
MT 5:38-48

Monday | 2/24

JAS 3:13-18
MK 9:14-29

Tuesday | 2/25

JAS 4:1-10
MK 9:30-3

Ash Wednesday

JL 2:12-18
2 COR 5:20-6:2
MT 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday | 2/27

DT 30:15-20
LK 9:22-25

Friday | 2/28

IS 58:1-9A

MT 9:14-15

Saturday | 2/29

IS 58:9B-14
LK 5:27-32

Sunday | 2/30

GN 2:7-9; 3:1-7
ROM 5:12-19
MT 4:1-11

DAILY READINGS

For all bulletin submi-
ssions, please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is 
every Tuesday at noon. Be 
on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

BULLETIN INFO

PARISH TIMES

PARISH OFFICE

PARISH STAFF

Nativity's main communication tool

Sign up at nool.us or at 
app.flocknote.com/nool

Visit nool.us for our
interactive bulletin,
latest news, and more.
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Rachael Culhane

February 23

Roxane Pecchio
Annette Garcia

Shannon Spinuzzi
Debbie Cashion

March 1

Kenneth Thrower
Veronica Harris
Virginia Sullivan

Jean Hindie

St. Gabriel Of Our Lady Of Sorrows
February 27

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SACRISTRY LAUNDRY

COLLECTION COUNTERS

PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday | 2/22

8:00am | † Fr. Luigi Giussani by FSCB
4:30pm |    Steven Bridges by Mom and Dad

Sunday | 2/23

7:30am | † June Curran by John Curran
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am |    Dcn. Steve Vallero by Susan M. Vallero
5:00pm | † Alford Di Paulo by John and Heather Peters

Monday | 2/24

7:00am | † Deborah Chavez by Bette Dean

Tuesday | 2/25

7:00am | † Fred Kowalewski by The Talamantes Family

Ash Wednesday

6:30am | † Bernadette Bauman by Ron and Roberta Genini
8:30am | † Maria Johnson by Chris Morrison
12:00am | † Rod Kriz by Linda Barta McNeil
7:00pm |    The Fritz Family by Jason Fritz

Thursday | 2/27

7:00am | † Don Mayer by Loretta Mayer

Friday | 2/28

7:00am |    Chris Morrison by Ron Morrison

Saturday | 2/29

8:00am | † Domenic Moschetti by Al and Bette Dean
4:30pm | † Gary Neamon by Laura Kelso

Sunday | 2/30

7:30am | † Clara Paulin by Her Sister
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am | † Drew Hoff by Theresa and Dominic Ruscio
5:00pm | † Thomas Roe by The Allen Family

MASS INTENTIONS

With prayer requests, 
please contact Joanne Farver 
at 303-466-8859 or at
joannefarver@comcast.net.

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

Sunday | 2/23

11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
1:00pm | Families of JPII
3:00pm | CL
4:00pm | 40 Days for Life
6:00pm | High School Youth

Monday | 2/24

9:30am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
6:00pm | SVDP
6:30pm | DC Biblical School
7:00pm | St. Joe's Men Group
8:00pm | CU Aquinas Men's

Tuesday | 2/25

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
1:00pm | CGS Level I
1:00pm | Walking with God
4:00pm | CGS Level I
6:00pm | Venturers
6:30pm | RCIA
6:30pm | Respect Life
7:30pm | In Ipso Part 2

Ash Wednesday

5:30am | St. Joe's Men Group
8:00am | CGS Level I
8:00am | Endow
10:00am | CGS Level I/II
10:30am | SVDP

12:30pm | St. Peter
4:00pm | CGS Level II
4:30pm | RE
6:30pm | CL
7:00pm | St. Peter

Thursday | 2/27

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
7:00pm | Adult Confirmation
7:00pm | Sojourners
7:00pm | Marriage Prep

Friday | 2/28

10:30am | SVDP
5:00pm | GS

Saturday | 2/29

7:30am | Pro-Life Rosary
9:00am | Marian Cenacle
9:00am | Italian Class
9:00am | Spanish Bible Study
11:00am | Baptism

If you're interested in getting
involved with any of the 
ministries hosting events 
in the parish, please see the 
information on the Parish Life
board in the gathering area,
visit our website, or connect
directly via Flocknote.

Calendar Disclaimer:

Times in the parish calendar
are subject to change. Sign up
on Flocknote for updates.

If you have any questions
regarding the events above, 
please contact the front desk.



ASH WEDNESDAY

MUSIC AT NATIVITY:
ASH WEDNESDAY

Mass Time is:

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 26, 2019
AT 7:00PM

Directed by:

MARCIA MARCHESI
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CATHOLIC CHURCH

900 W MIDWAY BLVD
BROOMFIELD, CO 80120

BYRD

MASS for THREE
VOICES
William Byrd's "Mass for 
Three Voices" was written 
at a time when practicing 
Catholicism in England 
was a punishable offense, 
and Masses were held in 
secret. 

The music's quiet and 
intimate character perfect-
ly suits the penitential 
character of an Ash 
Wednesday service. The 
music will be performed 
by the "Nativity Singers."
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Online and Mobile Giving

Nativity offers two avenues that serve as easy, consistent,
and reliable means of making your offering to our parish.
Questions? Contact Suzie at s.sloan@nool.us.

For Mobile Giving:

• Search ‘GivePlus Church’ in the App Store or Google Play

• Download the app for free and search 80020, then choose
Nativity of Our Lord

• Give once or set up an account for recurring donations

For Online Giving:

• Go to nool.us

• Click ‘Give’ on the homepage

• Complete the donation info

TITHING

Please help us ensure the Blessed Sacrament
is always accompanied. Sign-up to adore at:

nativity.weadorehim.com

Nativity's main communication tool

flocknote.com/nool/adoration

Please join our Adoration Flocknote list for
all of the latest updates and information at:

CHAPEL OF THE THREE PATRONS
Nativity’s Adoration Chapel

"To adore is to let oneself be
burned by divine love."

- Robert Cardinal Sarah

The Chapel of the Three 
Patrons is now open to Non-
scheduled adorers on:

Sunday | 2:00-8:00pm
Mon-Wed | 8:00am - 8:00pm
Thursday |  8:00am - 12:00pm
Friday |  8:00am - 1:00pm

Committed adorers are 
urgently needed for the 
following hours:

TUE
1:00pm

SUN
12:00pm
1:00pm

FRI
1:00pm
2:00pm

YOUR STEWARDSHIP AT WORK

A NOTE from BROOMFIELD FISH

Thank you for helping feed families and fuel hope in 
Broomfield!  We cannot tell you how much we appreciate 
your generous donations to Broomfield FISH during the 
month of January, 2019 for a total of 48.5 pounds of food 
and personal care items.  It means the world to us! Please 
know that you are making a difference in the lives of your 
neighbors.
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School Registration 2020-21

Registration for the 2020-21 school 
year is open now! Registration forms, 
as well as financial aid applications are 
available on our website at: 

school.nool.us/enroll 

Want to see for yourself what Catholic 
education is like at Nativity? 

Schedule a school tour any time 
Monday - Friday, betwen 8:00am - 
4:00pm, by contacing Maddie Ernzen 
at m.ernzen@nool.us or at 
303-466-4177 x163. 

Shadow day opportunities are also 
available!

With questions regarding registration 
or financial aid, please contact Mrs.
Spinuzzi at s.spinuzzi@nool.us.

Please turn in all registration materials 
to the school office no later than 
Sunday, March 1.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Our preschoolers spent a morning last 
week doing Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd (CGS) activities. We love 

watching our littlest Knights grow and 
get to know their faith at Nativity!



WOMEN’S GUILD

WOMEN’S GUILD FUNDRAISERS

The next meeting of the Women’s Guild will be Monday, 
April 13, 7:00pm. All ladies of the parish are welcome and 
encouraged to attend to find out what we are about! This
will be the Guild’s annual budget and calendar meeting. 
See you there. For more information, please call Nicki 
Battista at 303-469-0670.

CLICK EACH
FOR MOREFROM THE COMMUNITY

Nativity Annual Men’s Lenten Retreat

March 21 | St Francis of Assisi Parish Center, Longmont

Please join us on Saturday, March 21 for the Nativity Annual 
Men’s Lenten Retreat. Check-in opens at 7:15am and
the day is set to end at 5:00pm. Fr.  Jason Wallace will be 
leading us through the day. Cost is $30 per man, by March 
14, $35.00 per man, after Mar 14, and includes breakfast, 
lunch, snacks, drinks. You will find a paper registration 
form at the front desk. To register and pay online go to: 

nool.us/ministries

With questions, contact catholicmensgroup@nool.us, 
Bob Patton at 720-883-1893, or Mike Heneghan at 
303-280-5255

Nativity Annual Women’s Lenten Retreat

March 6-8 | Walburga Abbey

As Lent begins, consider spending a weekend retreat with 
the Benedictine Sisters at Walburga Abbey. The retreat will 
run from March 6-8. Meals are included. Space is available 
for 17 women. With questions, please contact Joan Bridges 
at 303-410-6575 or at bridges84@msn.com, Mary McGuire 
at 303-918-2043 or at marymcguire53@gmail.com.

AoD Religious Life Discernment Retreat

ADULT WOMEN 18+ | February 29 | Spirit of Christ Parish

Fr. Ryan O’Neill and the Religious Sisters of the Archdiocese
of Denver will be hosting a discernment retreat for women, 
ages 18+, who are interested in a vocational life. The retreat 
will take place on Saturday, February 29 from 9:00am - 
5:00pm. For more information, or to register, please visit:

archden.org/vocations

Denver Seminarians Discernment Retreat

HIGH SCHOOL | March 15 | St. John Vianney, Denver

St. John Vianney Seminary, in Denver, will be hosting a
discernment retreats for high schoolers, grades 9-12, who 
are interested in a vocational life. The retreat will take place 
on Sunday, March 15 from 9:00am - 4:00pm. For more 
information, or to register, please visit:

denverseminarians.org

Theology of the Body Conference

March 14 | Light of the World Parish

This introduction to Pope John Paul II's Theology of the 
Body teachings will engage the audience with a thorough 
understanding of God's plan for humanity - a plan stamped 
right in their own bodies. This event will take place on
March 14, at Light of the World Parish, from 9:00am - 
3:00pm and has an English or Spanish language option. 
It is intended for audiences college age and above. The 
registration fee includes lunch and all workshop materials.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORERESPECT LIFE

SPRING 40 DAYS for LIFE | February 26 - April 5

Tonight, Sunday, February 23 at 4:00pm, all are invited to 
attend the 40 Days for Life kick-off event here at Nativity.
Come learn what 40 Days for Life is all about and how you 
can participate. There will be speakers, including Lynn 
Grandon, the director of the archdiocese Respect Life office. 
Representatives from Marisol health center and Boulder 
Pregnancy Resource Center will be present to speak about 
what they offer and how you can help.

Tuesday, we continue our weekly prayer vigils at the Boulder 
abortion clinic, where late term abortions are performed. 
Please consider joining us as we give witness to God's Mercy 
and love with our presence and prayers. We carpool from 
Nativity, leaving at 8:00am.

If you have any questions please contact:

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156; eegptg@msn.com
Carrie Kudrna: 720-261-7622; ckudrna@ctpower.com
Janet Carpenter: 720-939-7192; janetacarpenter@comcast.net

CLICK EACH
FOR MOREFROM THE COMMUNITY

Holy Family High School Baseball Team

ROCKIES TICKET FUNDRAISER

The Holy Family baseball team is holding their annual
fundraiser selling Rockies tickets to select games through-
out the season. Please contact Madalaine McLaughlin at
303-667-1606 or at madalaine@frontrangeanglers.com.

Women’s Journey Retreat

HIS WILL, HIS WORK | March 13-15 | Estes Park

Msgr. Ken Leone and Fr. John Lager invite all women to 
the 20th annual Women’s Journey retreat at the YMCA of 
the Rockies, Estes Park, the weekend of March 13-15. For 
more information, call Patti Hayes at 720-608-1607. For 
details, scholarships, and carpool requests contact Karen 
Smoody at 303-588-0461 or at ksmoothie56@gmail.com 
no later than March 6. Register at:

coloradocatholicretreats.org



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CHARITY BURRITO SALE

 

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT CATHOLIC RADIO, KRCN 1060AM

MARCH 
7&8

CLICK HERE
FOR MORESt. VINCENT de PAUL

Are You Ready?

“All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all 
return.” - Ecclesiastes 3:20

This week we will mark the beginning of Lent when we come 
forward to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday. When we do, 
we are saying that we are sorry for our sins and that we want 
to use the season of Lent to fill our hearts so we can grow in 
His Holiness as we prepare to celebrate Easter. One way 
people prepare during Lent is to "give up” something that 
they really enjoy. Christians want to replicate the hardship 
felt by Jesus during his 40 days in the desert.

Ash Wednesday should be a reminder that our lives are 
short and we must use them to the fullest. As we reflect on 
the direction of our journey, consider changing directions 
from thinking of ourselves towards thinking of others. One 
way to do that is to use your talents as part of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society here at Nativity. As the needs of our comm-
unity have increased over the years, so has the need for more 
people to assist them. By becoming a part of the SVdP 
Society, you too can help those in need. If you are concerned 
about having the time, current members would like you to 
know that they are also parents, grandparents, and care-
givers; some have full time careers, while others are retired. 
So if you have a desire to be a part of the Society that helps 
your community be a better place to live in, come to one of 
our meetings and see what we are all about and how even a 
modest commitment makes a huge difference.

People who need assistance from the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society often feel that they are always in the Lenten season. 
Giving something up that they enjoy is often an everyday 
event instead of preparation for Easter. They are on a 
journey to try and improve the lives of their families. Here 
at Nativity, we sincerely want to thank you for the contri-
butions of your time and money and we pray that you will 
join our volunteers and help us to help these families.  Our 
next meeting is on Monday, February 24th, 6:30 pm, at 
the church. 

CLICK HERE
FOR MORESTEPHEN MINISTRY

STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING UPDATE

Commissioning and Celebration

On Thursday, February 20, Nativity’s eleven new Stephen 
Ministers were formally commissioned in a ceremony 
attended by, among others, Dcns. Huan, Steve, and Dave.

This rite of commissioning culminates a period of extensive 
training and preparation for caring ministry that has 
provided our new Stephen Ministers with the knowledge 
and skills to offer quality, distinctively Christian one-to-one 
care to people suffering from grief, loss, and other difficult-
ies. The newly commissioned Stephen Ministers are:

Cyndi Beckingham, Vana Duong, Marge Fajardo, Gail 
Geddes, Camille Ibsen, Teresa McGuiness, Chrissi Nappe, 
Beatriz Ocampo, Nadia Thrower, Katie Townrow, and 
Kim Weber.

Also cause for great celebration is the return of Katie 
Borkowski as a new Stephen Leader. Katie will now bring 
her gifts for leadership, vision, and wisdom to aid in super-
vising our Stephen Ministers and making sure our growing 
Stephen Ministry runs smoothly.

Join us in thanking God for these women’s generous
response to His call. A special “Mass of Recognition” for 
our new Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leader will be 
held at later date. Please stay tuned!

If you, or someone you know, might benefit from the listen-
ing ear, caring presence, and Christ-centered support of a 
Stephen Minister, please leave a message on our confidential 
helpline, 303-469-5171 x113, or check us out on Flocknote:

app.flocknote.com/nool/SM

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

LENTEN FISH FRY DINNERS

Coming soon…our new and improved Lenten Fish Fry 
Dinners made in our newly purchased deep fryer! Watch for 
details to come.

KoC MEMBERSHIP

We do it to be better husbands, fathers, sons, neighbors and 
Catholics. We invest our time and our effort in our resources
and our values: Charity. Unity. Fraternity. Patriotism. Come 
join us. Visit:

KofC.org/JoinUs



CLICK HERE
FOR MOREA M E S SAGE F ROM

OU R POPE

POPE FR ANCIS

advice to newlyweds who ask me how to live their marriage 
well, I tell them: “There are three magic words: may I, thank 
you, I am sorry”. They are words that come from poverty in 
spirit. One must not be intrusive but rather say excuse me: 
“Do you think it is good to do this?”, so there can be dialogue
in the family, spouses are in dialogue. “You did this for me, 
thank you I needed it”. We always make mistakes, one slips: 
“I am sorry”. And usually couples, newlyweds those who are 
here and are numerous tell me: “The third one is the 
hardest”, saying sorry, asking for forgiveness. Because proud 
people cannot do this. They cannot say they are sorry: they 
are always right. They are not poor in spirit. The Lord 
instead, never grows tired of forgiving. Unfortunately, it is 
we who get tired of asking for forgiveness (cf. Angelus, 17 
March 2013). The tiredness of asking for forgiveness. This 
is a bad state!

Why is it difficult to ask for forgiveness? Because it humili-
ates our hypocritical image. And yet, constantly seeking to 
hide one’s weaknesses is tiring and distressing. Jesus Christ 
tells us: being poor is an opportunity for grace; and he 
shows us the way out from this difficulty. We are given the 
right to be poor in spirit because this is the path to the 
Kingdom of God.

But a fundamental thing must be mentioned: we do not 
have to transform ourselves to become poor in spirit. We do 
not have to undergo any transformation because we already 
are! We are poor ... or more clearly: we are “wretched” in 
spirit! We are in need of everything. We are all poor in 
spirit, we are beggars. It is the human condition.

The Kingdom of God is of the poor in spirit. There are those 
who have kingdoms in this world: they have goods and 
comforts. But they are kingdoms that end. The power of 
men and women, even of the greatest empires, pass and 
disappear. Often we see on the television news or in news-
papers that that strong, powerful leader or that government
that existed yesterday and no longer exists today, has fallen. 
The wealth of this world fades away and so does money. The 
elderly used to teach us that shrouds have no pockets. It is 
true. I never saw a removal truck behind a funeral 
procession: no one takes anything with them. This wealth 
stays here.

The Kingdom of God belongs to the poor in spirit. There are 
those who have kingdoms in this world, they have goods and 
comforts. But we know how they end. Only those who know 
how to love what is truly good more than themselves, reign. 
And this is the power of God.
...

To read the complete Audience, please visit:

w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences

poverty is a strange condition for beatitude.

We have to ask ourselves: what does he mean here by the 
“poor”? If Matthew had only used this word, then the 
meaning would have been simply economic, that is, it would 
have meant people who have few or no means of sustenance 
and are in need of the help of others.

However, unlike Luke’s, the Gospel of Matthew speaks 
about “poor in spirit”. What does this mean? According to 
the Bible, the spirit is the breath of life that God communi-
cated to Adam: it is our most intimate dimension, let us say 
the spiritual dimension, the most intimate one, the one that 
makes us human beings, the profound core of our being. 
Thus, “the poor in spirit” are those who are and who feel 
poor, mendicants in their intimate being. Jesus proclaims 
them Blessed because the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to them.

How many times have we been told the opposite! You have 
to be something in life, be someone... One must make a 
name for oneself... Loneliness and unhappiness stem from 
this: if I have to be “someone”, then I am in competition 
with others and I worry excessively about my ego. If I do 
not accept being poor, I hate everything that reminds me 
of my fragility. Because this fragility prevents me from 
becoming an important person, someone who is rich, not 
only moneywise, even well-known: everything.

Before oneself, everyone knows well that, as much as one 
does one’s best, he/she remains radically incomplete and 
vulnerable. There is no trick to cover up this vulnerability. 
Each of us is vulnerable inside. One has to see where. But 
how trying life is if one does not accept one’s limitations! 
Life is hard. One lives poorly. One does not digest the 
limitation; [yet] it is there. Proud people do not ask for 
help. They cannot ask for help. It does not come easily to 
them to ask for help because they have to appear self-
sufficient. And how many of them do need help, but their 
pride prevents them from asking for help. And how difficult 
it is to admit a mistake and ask for forgiveness! When I offer 

GENERAL AUDIENCE

Paul VI Audience Hall
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Today we are examining the 
first of the eight Beatitudes of 
the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus 
begins to proclaim his path to 
happiness with a paradoxical 
announcement: “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven” (5:3). 
It is a surprising path and
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