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 N“WHY ARE YOU TROUBLED?
AND WHY DO QUESTIONS 
ARISE IN YOUR HEARTS?
LOOK AT MY HANDS AND MY 
FEET, THAT IT IS I MYSELF.

—LUKE 24:38-39



N
A LETTER 
FROM OUR 
PRIESTS

The Restoration of Our Sunday Mass Obligation

Why are we “obliged” to attend Mass on Sunday and other major solemnities of the liturgi-
cal year? We can understand the true nature of the “obligation” if we go through the history 
of its formation in the Church. The moral obligation to participate in the Eucharistic 
sacrifice on Sundays dates from the very beginning of Christianity,  and it became definite 
law of the Church already in the fourth century.3 The first written witness of this practice is 
given by St. Paul, in year 57 A.D., when he writes to the Corinthians, reminding that “the 
first day of the week” is the most appropriate for the collection for the poorer community 
(1 Cor 16, 1-2). About the same year, Luke mentions in Acts the celebration of the Eucharist 
in Troas, that takes place “on the first day of the week.” These written accounts record a 
practice that has been a revolutionary change in the longstanding liturgy of the Jewish 
people, that can be explained only by the true reality of the event of the resurrection of 
Christ. The Jews who became Christians moved the “sabbath” to the first day of the week, 
Sunday, because it was the day when Christ rose from the dead. And because of that, it was 
a moral obligation for them to celebrate the Eucharist that same day, following Christ’s 
commands to “do this in memory of him” (cfr Roman Missal). This new practice, that was 
revolutionary for the Jewish world, was adopted without hesitation by the gentiles. St. Justin 
(2nd century A.D.) attests in his apology to the emperor that “we hold this celebration on 
the ‘Dies Solis’ (i.e. the day of the Sun, the first day of the week and the Sunday for the 
pagan world) because it is the first day, the day in which God created the world, and also 
the day in which Christ, our Saviour, rose from the dead” (Apol. 1, 67, 7). 

Another early document of the Church attests to how this practice was already consolidat-
ed among the Christians. In Didache 14,1 (2nd century A.D.) the Sunday celebration 
seemed obligatory: “On Sunday, get together and break the bread and give thanks, 
confessing your sins in order that your sacrifice may be pure.”4 

The fact that the celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday was a moral obligation for the 
christian was then strongly attested by the martyrs. Already in the year 112 a.D. Pliny the 
Younger, the governor of Bithinya, mentions that the arrested christians “declared the very 
fault they were accused of was gathering together” on a fixed day to sing a hymn to Christ 
who is God (Exist. 10,96). Also, in year 304 a.D. in Carthage, 31 men and 18 women were 
arrested and executed for having being broken the edict of the emperor. The dialogue 
recorded in the o�cial act of martyrdom gives a vivid impression of their “moral obligation” 
to attend the Eucharist despite the persecution:

“Is it true that in your house you celebrated the meeting in spite of the edict of the Emper-
or?”

“Yes, in my house we celebrated the day of the Lord.”

“Why did you allow so many people to participate?”

"Because they are my brothers and sisters and I couldn't refuse them.”

“You should have refused them.”

“No, I couldn't have done that because we had to celebrate the liturgy of the day of the 
Lord.”5

This awareness has accompanied the Church throughout her entire history. The witness of 
the martyrs especially shows clearly why the Church defined the attendance of the Sunday 
Mass and of particular Solemnities a moral obligation for the faithful and how this obliga-
tion is not in opposition with human freedom, unless this is mistaken as licentiousness. In 
fact, “Human freedom is a force for growth and maturity in truth and goodness; it attains its 
perfection when directed toward God, our beatitude.” (CCC 1731). 

Therefore, we can prepare to fulfill the full restoration of this obligation already exercising 
our freedom, discerning if we can truly respond to the call of God to “celebrate the day in 
which our Savior rose from the dead,” every week.

God bless you all.
Fr. Emanuele

Fr. Emanuele Fadini
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1. https://archden.org/colorado-bishops-sunday-and-holy-day-obligation-to-be-restored-on-pentecost-sunday/#.YHW5Ny1h3pA
2. ibid
3. Manuel Garrido, O.S.B. “The Obligation to attend Mass in Sundays” EWTN
4. ibid
5. ibid

Dear Parishioners,

The Bishops of Colorado have 
recently announced that the 
obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days will be 
restored on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 23, 2021.

In the statement the bishops say, 
“Catholics are encouraged to 
use the Easter season to prayer-
fully contemplate why they are 
called to Mass every week, and if 
necessary, educate themselves 
on the Church’s teachings on the 
obligation, including acceptable 
reasons to still stay home”.1

The reason behind the current 
dispensation is to avoid an 
uncontainable spread of the 
virus and an unmanageable 
spike in the number of infected, 
so now the updated guidelines 
ask that “all Catholics who are 
healthy and without significant 
risk factors or other serious 
reasons should resume normal 
Mass attendance in the coming 
weeks.”2   
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Mass Times
*as of April 25 

Monday - Friday
7:00am   |   9:30am

Saturday
9:30am   |   4:00pm
         5:00pm
Sunday
8:00am      11:30am
9:30am       5:00pm
     

Location
900 W. Midway Blvd

Broomfield, CO 80020

Website: www.nool.us

Phone: (303) 469-5171

For all bulletin submissions, 
please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is
every Tuesday at noon. Be

on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

Confession

Thursday
5:00-6:00pm

Saturday
8:00-9:30am
3:00-4:30pm

Sunday
During Mass
when possible

Drive-up
Communion
Sunday 9:30am

Daily Livestream
of Mass
9:30am

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00am-9:00pm

Saturday
8:00am-5:00pm

Fax: (303) 469-5172
School: (303) 466-4177

Parish Sacristan
Marylou Sivigliano
m.sivigliano@nool.us  |  ext. 136

Assistant Sacristan
Ron Kaiser

Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Roberta Hebert
r.hebert@nool.us

School Principal
Holly Peterson
h.peterson@nool.us  |  ext. 141

Business Manager
Kyle Hubbart
k.hubbart@nool.us  |  ext. 108

Accounting and HR Manager
Carol Sullivan
c.sullivan@nool.us  |  ext. 109

Accounting Assistants
Suzie Sloan
s.sloan@nool.us  |  ext. 140
Candy Gritz
c.gritz@nool.us  |  ext. 140

Director of Music
Dr. Marcia Marchesi
m.marchesi@nool.us  |  ext. 123

Faith Alive Direct Number

Director of Faith Alive
Mark Thomason
m.thomason@nool.us  |  ext. 104

Parish Registrar
Merrilyn Sikora
m.sikora@nool.us  |  ext. 110

Faith Alive Assistant
Tricia Fankell
t.fankell@nool.us  |  ext. 103

Director of Stewardship
Diane Denfeld
d.denfeld@nool.us  |  ext. 106

(303) 731-0425

Pastor
Fr. Michael Carvill, FSCB
m.carvill@nool.us  |  ext. 114

Associate Pastor
Fr. Accursio Ciaccio, FSCB
a.ciaccio@nool.us

Associate Pastor
Fr. Emanuele Fadini, FSCB
e.fadini@nool.us  |  ext. 166

Associate Pastor
Fr. Matteo Invernizzi, FSCB
m.invernizzi@nool.us

Deacons

Huan Nguyen
h.nguyen@nool.us

Steve Vallero
s.vallero@nool.us

Sisters
Srs. Teresa and Marilú
sisters@nool.us

Director of Development
Ilene DuBey
i.dubey@nool.us  |  ext. 116

IT Specialist
Jim DuBey
j.dubey@nool.us  |  ext. 115

Admin. of Parish Reception & Ops

Admin. Assistants - Front Desk
Lindsay Smith
l.smith@nool.us  |  ext. 112

Facilities Manager
Mike Hebert
m.hebert@nool.us  |  ext. 122

Past. Associate, Charity & Outreach
Lynne Gallagher
l.gallagher@nool.us  |  ext. 101

Director of Communications
Jacquie Fankell
j.fankell@nool.us  |  ext. 135

j.kuzik@nool.us  |  ext. 100

Communications Associate
Lauren Abeyta
l.abeyta@nool.us  |  ext. 135

Jen Kuzik

Stacy Logay
s.logay@nool.us  |  ext. 112
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David Arling
d.arling@nool.us

Rose Pearson
r.pearson@nool.us  |  ext. 112

Director of Religious Education
Diane Irby
d.irby@nool.us  |  ext. 103



MARGE LAY

SAINT OF THE WEEK

MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH CALENDAR

SACRISTY LAUNDRY

Saturday, April 17
9:30 † Dawn Wilson 
 by The Ocampo Family
4:00 † Rose Roth 
 by Bette and 
 Al Dean
5:00 Albert Leonhardt 
 by Cindy Leonhardt

Third Sunday of Easter
7:30 †The Simunek 
 Deceased Family Members 
 by Maryann Barry
9:30 People of the Parish
11:00 † George Ketchel Sr. 
 by George and 
 Patty Ketchel

(Sunday continued)
12:00 † Joan Tarnawski 
 by The Tarnawski Family
5:00 † Danny Martin 
 by The Martin Family

Monday, April 19
7:00 † Sonny DiFalco 
 by Doris Brown 
 & Jeane Dondelinger
9:30 Damon Eckart 
 by Dennis and 
 Janet Eckart

Tuesday, April 20
7:00 † Sonny DiFalco
9:30 Damon Eckart by 
 Dennis and 
 Janet Eckart

Wednesday, April 21
7:00 Conversion of the 
 Whole World 
 by Mrs. Bruchez
9:30 Marylou and Chuck 
 Evans by Bette 
 and Al Dean

Thursday, April 22
7:00 † Josie Trancoso 
 by David Trancoso
9:30 Iveta Andrasova 
 by Hilda Fejka

Friday, April 23
7:00 Bernie DiFalco
9:30 † Anne Hines 
 by The Hines Family
  

ST. GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA
Monday, April 19

Saturday, April 24
9:30 Mary Danchez, 
 Birthday Blessings 
 by Marita
4:00 † Eleanor Kling 
 by Maryann Barry 
5:00 † Bernadine Forsyth 
 by Maryann Barry

Fourth Sunday of Easter
7:30 Anniversary Blessings 
 for Ed & Vickie Villegas
9:30 People of the Parish
11:00 Cheryl Ice 
 by Lindsay Smith
12:00 † James Martin 
 by The Martin Family 
5:00 † Julia Kriete 
 by Catholic Workers 
 Soup Kitchen

Third Sunday of Easter
7:30am
9:30am
11:00am
12:00pm
5:00pm
6:00pm

Mass 
Drive-Up Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass
HS Youth Group

Monday, April 19
7:00am
9:30am
10:00am
7:00pm
7:30pm

Mass
Livestream Mass
SVdP
Boulder CL
St. Joe’s Men’s Group

Tuesday, April 20
7:00am
9:30am
10:00am
1:00pm
4:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Mass
Livestream Mass
SVdP
Bible Study 
RE
RCIA
RE
Venturers

Wednesday, April 21
St. Joe’s Men’s Group
Mass
ENDOW
Livestream Mass
SVdP
RE
Adult Confirmation
CL
St. Joseph 
Scouts

Please see the website, nool.us, 
for updated parish schedule  
due to changes in COVID-19 
procedures.

5:30am
7:00am
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
4:00pm
6:00
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:15pm
 

Thursday, April 22
Mass
ENDOW
Livestream Mass
SVdP
Confession
Stephen Ministry
TOFF 
Sojourners
CL

Friday, April 23
Mass
Men of Emmaus
ENDOW
Livestream Mass
SVdP
CL
Cub Scouts
Scouts

7:00am
7:30am
9:00am
9:30am
10:00am
3:00pm
4:00pm
6:30pm

Saturday, April 24
7:45am
8:00am
8:50am
9:00am
9:30am
11:00am
3:00pm
4:00pm
5:00pm

Cenacle Prayer Group
Confessions
Pro-Life Rosary
CL
Livestream Mass
Baptisms
Confessions
Mass
Mass

Sign up on Flocknote for 
up-to-date information 
delivered directly into your 
inbox at: 
app.flocknote.com/nool

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

If you have any prayer requests,
please contact Joanne Farver at
303-466-8859 or at
joannefarver@comcast.net.

Prayers for the sick and for 
the deceased:
We pray for all who are sick, and 
for our deceased relatives and 
friends that they may speedily 
attain the blessedness of heaven 
and rejoice in the eternal treasure 
of God’s glory and love.
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ARCHBISHOPʼS PRAYER
All: Come, Holy Spirit.  Fill 
the hearts of your faithful 
and enkindle in them the 
fire of your love. Send forth 
your Spirit and they shall 
be created and you shall 
renew the face of the Earth. 

7:00am
9:30am
9:30am
10:00am
5:00pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Leader: For the Archdiocese of Denver, that 
through the fatherly intercession of St. 
Joseph, patron of the universal Church, the 
Holy Spirit will stir into flame our local 
Church; boldly focused on mission and 
committed to announcing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Together we pray.



SATURDAYS

9:30am Livestream Mass

4:00pm  Sign-up
5:00pm  Masks Required for 
  the Duration of Mass

SUNDAYS

8:00am  Masks Required for the 
  Duration of Mass
9:30am Sign-Up, Livestream + Drive-Up
11:30am* Outdoor, weather permi�ing.  
5:00pm

Nativity Mass Schedule

Beginning Sunday, April 25 — Pentecost, May 23

* Outdoor, weather permi�ing.  If the weather does not allow for an outdoor Mass, 
we will have Masses inside at 11:00am and 12:00pm.

Congratulationsto the men and womenwe welcomed into the Church this year
at Nativity!

New!



FROM THE PARISH
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COLLECTION COUNTERS NEEDED

Our accounting department is in need of men and women 
to volunteer their time to count the collections. If you are 
interested in volunteering in this way, please reach out by 
email or phone to Suzie Sloan, s.sloan@nool.us, 
303-469-5171 ext. 140.

N
HELP US WATER THE CHURCH PLANTS

Easter Volunteers: Daily, Daytime Tending to Easter 
Lilies

Looking for individuals or families who will help water our 
church flora and fauna throughout the year, but especially 
during the Christmas and Easter seasons. For Easter of this 
year, we are looking for daily attention and watering to our 
lilies, which will adorn the church throughout the easter 
season; people or families who can come during the 
daytime each day to help water the lilies.

Contact Marylou with interest and questions,
m.sivigliano@nool.us 

MONDAY APOLOGETICS  

WITH MARK

WE TALK.

ABOUT.

HOT TOPICS.

2:00pm - 3:00pm
weekly in

Cabrini Hall.

Answering questions arising in the hearts of modern 
men and women, we will discuss di�cult topics and 
issues often presented to us in our modern world and 
aim to use philosophy, reason and the depths of our faith 
to find Christian answers and our personal responses to 
our times.

WITH MARK

ARCHBISHOPʼS CATHOLIC APPEAL

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
Second Pocket Collection  |   Sunday, April 18

Don’t miss your chance to see just one of the 
Archbishop’s many talents AND learn more about the
2021 Catholic Appeal in his new video or visit www.arch-
den.org/givetoday or call 303-867-0614, to help lift up your 
neighbors through the missions supported by the Arch-
bishop’s Catholic Appeal.

We are in need of volunteers to take donations from Nativity to the 
Samaritan House in Denver on a regular basis.  If you would be inter-
ested in helping, please contact the front desk at 303-469-5171.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

UGANDA TRIP WITH FR. MICHAEL
Information/Interest Meeting
Thursday, April 22    |     7:00pm, Nativity

We are currently in the early stages of planning a trip for a small group 
of parishioners to go to Uganda for the priestly ordination of Deacon 
Julius Lule. The trip would be from August 13—27, 2021, with the 
ordination on August 21. 

We will have a basic trip information/interest meeting on Thursday, 
April 22, 2021 at 7:00pm at Nativity. With ques- tions, contact Ilene 
DuBey at i.dubey@nool.us.

COFFEE AND DONUTS
We will be re-introducing co�ee and donuts following the 7:30am and 
9:30am Sunday Masses beginning April 25!  We are looking for volun-
teers to help us serve donuts—no experience necessary.  If you are 
interested, please contact Merrilyn at m.sikora@nool.us.
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IN THE PARISH  

THE HOPE CORNER: A MENTAL
HEALTH MINISTRY
By Becky Kusick, MA, LPC

You may have heard that America and the world are in a mental health 
crisis due to the pandemic. A recent poll reports stress has significantly 
increased across all generations including the Greatest Generation, 
Silent Generation, Baby boomers, Gen Z, Millennials and Gen X. I’m 
almost certain that future research will also include Generation Alpha 
(anyone born 2010 and later). Research also shows an increase in 
anxiety, depression and substance abuse from 20% to 48%. Talking 
about any problem in mental health also leads us to talk about solutions! 
The following rescources can assist with solutions to provide hope and 
help.

National Association on Mental Illness (NAMI)—Colorado: 
Peer-to-Peer Support Group: weekly group led by peers with mental 
health conditions in recovery. New group begins March 22. Group 
meets every Monday from 6pm-8pm on Zoom for 8 weeks. Register by 
email to kristin@namicolorado.org or 303-321-3104.

National Association on Mental Illness (NAMI)—Boulder County 
Family Support Group for family members, caregivers &amp; support 
people of those with a mental health condition. Meets every Wednes-
day, 7pm-8:15pm on Zoom. Register at info@namibouldercounty.org. 
Additional days/times from Mon-Fri of Family Support Groups are also 
available virtually. Register at https://namicolorado.org/support-ed-
ucation/virtual-family-support-groups/.

PsychHub The largest online platform for mental health education 
with learning hubs, videos and podcasts. Some of the free videos 
include coping skills, mental health topics, caregiving, resiliency skills, 
stress management skills, mindfulness, improving mental health, 
helping children and parenting topics https://psychhub.com/videos/ 
and https://psychhub.com/podcasts/

National Association on Mental Illness (NAMI)—Colorado 
Support group for Parents and Caregivers of Children and Adolescents 
Support Group, please email outreach@namiadco.org

Depression & Bipolar Support Alliance Provides support and educa-
tion for people living with mood disorders. www.dbsalliance.org

Wellness & Coping Skills, Parenting and Caregiver Information 
webinars, education information and mental health screening tools at 
https://mhanational.org/covid19##WebinarsLiveEventsWorkshops

Crisis Lines: 
Metro Crisis Service  888-885-1222

Emergency Psychiatric Service  303-447-1665
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 1-800-273-TALK (8255), Text HELLO to 

7417, www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/
Veterans Helpline  1-800-273-TALK

National Crisis Text Line,  text “home” to 741741
Substance Abuse and Addiction Hotline  1-800-662-HELP (4357)

The Hope Corner is a free mental health ministry committed to instilling hope and reducing 
stigma. Please contact The Hope Corner with any questions or comments. If you or a family 
member are in need of a referral, information or community-based resources, contact: 
Becky Kusick, MA, LPC at, hopecornerministry@gmail.com or 303-907-6499. If you are 
having a mental health crisis, please call Colorado Crisis Services at 844-493-8255 or text 
“TALK” to 38255.

N
40 DAYS FOR LIFE
Rosary for Life      | Saturdays at 8:50am

Join us every Saturday at 8:50am to pray a rosary for life. 

Sign up to receive our flocknotes for updated information,  
and contact Eloise or Janet for more information or questions.

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156 or eegptg@msn.com                        
Janet Carpenter 720-939-7192 or janetacarpenter@com-
cast.net

Are you or someone you know feeling exhausted 
from the pandemic or struggling with challenges 
like...

• Isolation and loneliness
• Anxiety over health
• Grief due to a loss
• Tension from juggling work,
   childcare and schooling
• Financial strain or job loss
• Uncertainty about the future
• Other unexpected life challenges

If so you don’t have to face it alone. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual 
support.

A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately— by 
phone, by video chat, or, if safely possible, in 
person—to o�er care and support. It’s free and com-
pletely confidential. For more information, call our 
Confidential Helpline, 303-469-5171 ext. 113 or 
email, stephenministry@nool.us.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28



Like in the Gospel today, sometimes our minds need to be 
opened to know what God has done for us, and what he 
wants for us in our marriage. Deepen your communication, 
strengthen your relationship, rekindle your romance and 
renew your sacrament by attending the Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend. 

Upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends:
Space is limited, so reserve your weekend early.

2021 Virtual: 
April 23-25
June 11-13

Durango or Dillon: September 17-19, 2021
Colorado Springs: November 5-7, 2021

For questions, or to find out more about a 
Virtual Encounter Weekend, feel free to contact:
Brenda & Gary Granger: 720-213-8833

For more information about 
World Wide Marriage Encounter, 
please visit www.wwme.org.
Follow us on Instagram! @wwmeColorado

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

HOSTED BY THE PARISH  +

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Roles of the Church 
 
“Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.”  - Joshua 1:9 
 
One of the roles of the church is to combat fear with knowledge 
in order to encourage preparedness and decrease stigma. You 
can maintain safety and continue to worship with live Internet 
streams and provide other material to the congregation during 
this time of quarantine and disruption.  Show God’s compassion 
to those in our community who are a�ected. 
 
Loneliness registers in the body the same way that physical pain 
does. So when a person feels disconnected from their faith 
community, it triggers stress hormones in the body. This, in turn, 
can cause high blood pressure, loss of sleep, and unfortunately, 
can take an emotional toll on us. A lonely person can go in one 
of two directions:  they can lash out and resent the people they 
feel alienated from, or they can go into a depression and just say 
nothing. Christians must actively work to manage by shifting 
perceptions of isolation through creating a new sense of remote 
community during this time of social distancing and quarantine 
—because, ultimately, we need each other.  So where possible, 
reach out to those most vulnerable, remembering it is not only 
the elderly who can have these feelings. A phone call, a card, a 
letter, an email, or even using video conferencing to add a face 
to the voice can go a long way. 
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society wants you to know that we are 
here for you. You may not need financial assistance, perhaps just 
a friendly conversation.  Please do not hesitate to contact us, a 
volunteer will reach out to you for whatever your need may be.  

IN THE
COMMUNITY

Listen to the Weekly Homily

Search for “Nativity Homilies”

NOOL.US/
HOMILIES

O�er a Mass for Someone You Love

New spots will open 
up in May. Visit or 
call the Front Desk to 
reserve a Mass!

303-469-5171



IN THE CLASSROOM
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CATHOLIC CITIZENSHIP ESSAY CONTEST

RESTAURANT KNIGHT

Congratulations to our eighth grader, Katherine 
Philipsen, who won first place in the Colorado State Essay 
Competition sponsored annually by the Knights of 
Columbus. This year's theme was "How trusting in God 
during a di�cult time has helped you or someone you 
know find the strength and hope to endure it." Way to go, 

Our second graders shared their awesome 
African animal reports and posters. They 
worked hard for weeks selecting an animal and 
learning all about its habitat, predators/prey, and 
how to turn their research into a detailed 
five-paragraph essay! Our second graders are 
mini-experts on their animals! 

SECOND GRADE



FR. MICHAEL
CARVILL
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A LETTER FROM OUR POPES

POPE FRANCIS

Divine Mercy Sunday
11 April 2021

The risen Jesus appeared to the disciples on 
several occasions. He patiently soothed their 
troubled hearts. Risen himself, he now brings 
about “the resurrection of the disciples”. He 
raises their spirits and their lives are changed. 
Earlier, the Lord’s words and his example had 
failed to change them. Now, at Easter, some-
thing new happens, and it happens in the 
light of mercy. Jesus raises them up with 
mercy. Having received that mercy, they 
become merciful in turn. It is hard to be 
merciful without the experience of having 
first received mercy.

First, they receive mercy through three gifts. 
First, Jesus offers them peace, then the Spirit 
and finally his wounds. The disciples were 
upset. They were locked away for fear, fear of 
being arrested and ending up like the Master. 
But they were not only huddled together in a 
room; they were also trapped in their own 
remorse. They had abandoned and denied 
Jesus. They felt helpless, discredited, good 
for nothing. Jesus arrives and says to them 
twice, “Peace be with you!” He does not bring 
a peace that removes the problems without, 
but one that infuses trust within. It is no 
outward peace, but peace of heart. He tells 
them “Peace be with you! As the Father has 
sent me, even so I send you” (Jn 20:21). It is as 
if to say, “I am sending you because I believe 
in you”. Those disheartened disciples were 
put at peace with themselves. The peace of 
Jesus made them pass from remorse to 
mission. The peace of Jesus awakens mission. 
It entails not ease and comfort, but the 
challenge to break out of ourselves. The 
peace of Jesus frees from the self-absorption 
that paralyzes; it shatters the bonds that 
keep the heart imprisoned. The disciples 
realized that they had been shown mercy: 
they realized that God did not condemn or 
demean them, but instead believed in them.  
God, in fact, believes in us even more than we 
believe in ourselves. “He loves us better than 
we love ourselves (cf. SAINT JOHN HENRY 
NEWMAN, Meditations and Devotions, III, 12, 
2). As far as God is concerned, no one is 
useless, discredited or a castaway. Today 
Jesus also tells us, “Peace be with you! You 
are precious in my eyes. Peace be with you! 
You are important for me. Peace be with you! 
You have a mission. No one can take your 
place. You are irreplaceable. And I believe in 
you”.

Second, Jesus showed mercy to his disciples 
by granting them the Holy Spirit. He 
bestowed the Spirit for the forgiveness of 
sins (cf. vv. 22-23). The disciples were guilty; 
they had run away, they had abandoned the 
Master. Sin brings torment; evil has its price. 
Our sin, as the Psalmist says (cf. 51:5), is 
always before us. Of ourselves, we cannot 
remove it. Only God takes it away, only he by 
his mercy can make us emerge from the 
depths of our misery. Like those disciples, we 
need to let ourselves be forgiven, to ask 
heartfelt pardon of the Lord. We need to 
open our hearts to being forgiven. Forgive-
ness in the Holy Spirit is the Easter gift that 
enables our interior resurrection. Let us ask 
for the grace to accept that gift, to embrace 

the Sacrament of forgiveness. And to under-
stand that Confession is not about ourselves 
and our sins, but about God and his mercy. 
Let us not confess to abase ourselves, but to 
be raised up. We, all of us, need this badly. 
Like little children who, whenever they fall, 
need to be picked up by their fathers, we 
need this. We too fall frequently. And the 
hand of our Father is ready to set us on our 
feet again and to make us keep walking. That 
sure and trustworthy hand is Confession. 
Confession is the sacrament that lifts us up; it 
does not leave us on the ground, weeping on 
the hard stones where we have fallen.  Con-
fession is the Sacrament of resurrection, pure 
mercy. All those who hear confessions ought 
to convey the sweetness of mercy. This is 
what confessors are meant to do: to convey 
the sweetness of the mercy of Jesus who 
forgives everything. God forgives everything.

Together with the peace that rehabilitates us 
and the forgiveness that lifts us up, Jesus 
gave his disciples a third gift of mercy: he 
showed them his wounds. By those wounds 
we were healed (cf. 1 Pet 2:24; Is 53:5). But 
how can wounds heal us? By mercy. In those 
wounds, like Thomas, we can literally touch 
the fact that God has loved us to the end. He 
has made our wounds his own and borne our 
weaknesses in his own body. His wounds are 
open channels between him and us, shedding 
mercy upon our misery. His wounds are the 
pathways that God has opened up for us to 
enter into his tender love and actually “touch” 
who he is. Let us never again doubt his mercy. 
In adoring and kissing his wounds, we come 
to realize that in his tender love all our weak-
nesses are accepted. This happens at every 
Mass, where Jesus offers us his wounded and 
risen Body. We touch him and he touches our 
lives. He makes heaven come down to us. His 
radiant wounds dispel the darkness we carry 
within. Like Thomas, we discover God; we 
realize how close he is to us and we are 
moved to exclaim, “My Lord and my God!” (Jn 
20:28). Everything comes from this, from the 
grace of receiving mercy. This is the start-
ing-point of our Christian journey. But if we 
trust in our own abilities, in the efficiency of 
our structures and projects, we will not go far. 
Only if we accept the love of God, will we be 
able to offer something new to the world.

And that is what the disciples did: receiving 
mercy, they in turn became merciful. We see 
this in the first reading. The Acts of the Apos-
tles relate that “no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything 
they owned was held in common” (4:32). This 
is not communism, but pure Christianity. It is 
all the more surprising when we think that 
those were the same disciples who had 
earlier argued about prizes and rewards, and 
about who was the greatest among them (cf. 
Mt 10:37; Lk 22:24). Now they share every-
thing; they are “of one heart and soul”” (Acts 
4:32). How did they change like that? They 
now saw in others the same mercy that had 
changed their own lives. They discovered that 
they shared the mission, the forgiveness and 
the Body of Jesus, and so it seemed natural 
to share their earthly possessions. The text 
continues: “There was not a needy person 
among them” (v. 34). Their fears had been 

dispelled by touching the Lord’s 
wounds, and now they are 
unafraid to heal the wounds of 
those in need. Because there 
they see Jesus. Because Jesus 
is there, in the wounds of those 
in need.

Dear sister, dear brother, do you 
want proof that God has 
touched your life? See if you 
can stoop to bind the wounds 
of others. Today is the day to 
ask, “Am I, who so often have 
received God’s peace, his 
mercy, merciful to others? Do I, 
who have so often been fed by 
the Body of Jesus, make any 
effort to relieve the hunger of 
the poor?” Let us not remain 
indifferent. Let us not live a 
one-way faith, a faith that 
receives but does not give, a 
faith that accepts the gift but 
does not give it in return. 
Having received mercy, let us 
now become merciful. For if love 
is only about us, faith becomes 
arid, barren and sentimental. 
Without others, faith becomes 
disembodied. Without works of 
mercy, it dies (cf. Jas 2:17). Dear 
brothers and sisters, let us be 
renewed by the peace, forgive-
ness and wounds of the merci-
ful Jesus. Let us ask for the 
grace to become witnesses of 
mercy. Only in this way will our 
faith be alive and our lives 
unified. Only in this way will we 
proclaim the Gospel of God, 
which is the Gospel of mercy.

Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis
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303-777-3037

www.Braconier.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

COOLING

Save 
Energy 

Conserve 
Water

Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care
Crematory on Site 

Kathleen Everly, Licensed Funeral Director, General Manager | katie@rundus.com | Family Owned & Operated

www.rundus.com | Call 24 Hrs. 303.460.1414 Providing the Excellent Care Your Family Deserves

888.664.4222 WWW.VITALCARE.US

• Music Therapy
• Massage Therapy
• Family & Individual Counseling
• Respite
• Housekeeping
• Personal Care
N a t i v i t y  P a r i s h i o n e r s  S i n c e  2 0 0 0

Contact John Lascor to place an ad today!
jlascor@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5878

Emily Perrotto, Realtor
14697 Delaware Street, Suite 1200 | Broomfield, CO 80023

(303) 920-9202 | Office
(561) 914-1855 | Direct
Emily.Perrotto@gmail.com

Your Nativity Realtor!
Proud Nativity Parishioner and Parent

$150 will be donated to Nativity upon closing transactions from parishioners

HOUSE OF NOODLE, GRILL, & BUBBLE TEA

6765 W 120th Ave, Broomfield, CO 
(Located at 120th Ave. and Main Street) 

303-466-6346  www.pho78.com  Free Wi-Fi 
FREE Kid’s Meal To Any Child Under 5 Years Old

DINE-IN • TAKE-OUT • ONLINE ORDER • CATERING & DELIVERY
@pho78restaurant @pho78restaurant facebook.com/pho78colorado

J & N
Cleaning Service

(720) 982-2564
(720) 385-7930

Schedule a free estimate.

For all your
plumbing service needs

Since 1978
Family Owned

3rd Generation Parish Members

SPECIAL NATIVITY OFFER!
$25 off your invoice *
*Restrictions may apply

(303) 466-3581  www.kerwinplumbing.com
faucets • sinks • toilets • winter heaters • drain lines • shower/tubs

Our renowned team of highly-specialized orthopedic experts are all in-offering a full 
continuum of advanced care option uniquely designed for you.

7 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

7 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS7 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Schedule online at panoramaortho.com or call 303-963-9913
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GM Handyman, LLC
General Contractor

Flooring • Painting • Tiling • Decks • Patios and More
General Exterior & Interior Maintenance & Repairs

Free designs/Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured

Marcelo Noguera • Parishioner
303-437-1062 • mnoguera@ymail.com

SAVE UP TO 40%!
Bill Duggan • Agent/Parishioner

11975 Main Street 
303 465 4000 
bill@billduggan.net

CALL ANYTIME FOR QUOTE • CLAIM • SERVICE

24 Hour Good 
Neighbor Service®

FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

13606 Xavier Ln. #B 
Broomfield, CO

Dr. Alexis M Gerry 
Dr. Lee W. Gerry

303-466-7306
Parishioners

BROOMFIELD ORTHODONTICS
5280 Top Dentist

Preferred Invisalign Provider
Dr. Joseph B. Dankey - Parishioner
303.469.7874 • 10 Garden Center
www.Broomfieldbraces.com

Insurance friendly
Free consultation
Invisalign certified

13605 Xavier Lane, Ste D
Broomfield, CO 80023

Near 136th 
and Sheridan

720-887-8357
BohmanOrtho.com

Cornerstone Pediatric Associates
David M. Miller, MD, FAAP

NOOL Parishioner since 1998

(303) 673-9030

90 Health Park Dr., Ste. 160 • Louisville CO
cornerstonepeds.co

Helping to Grow Healthy Families

ProTech Computer Systems, Inc.ProTech Computer Systems, Inc.
7100 North Broadway Building 3 Suite C 
Denver, Colorado 80221 
Authorized Sales & Service 
For Business Class 
Dell, HP, Lenovo
303-430-0433 
w w w . p r o t s y s . c o m
Parishioner Since 2000

GOT TAXES?
BETTER CALL TOM

Tom Fattor, CPA • Nativity Parishioner
All kinds of tax services!

303-466-2078

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
 will also reap bountifully.” (2 Cor 9:6)

Greg Blanchard, CLU®

Chartered Financial Consultant®, Agent 
New York Life Insurance Company
greg@blanchardfinancialservices.com 
www.blanchardfinancialservices.com

303-427-8100
Call us today to arrange a  

convenient, no obligation interview
Parishioner 
Since 1986 

Holly Stickle
ReMax Hall of Fame

Parishioner Since 1992
303-489-7865 • hollystickle@remax.net

VOTED BEST AUTO REPAIR SHOP
2016 AND 2017

by Broomfielder Magazine
Honest • Reliable • Professional
We welcome all makes and models,

but specialize in Nissan, Infiniti,
Honda, Acura, Toyota, Lexus,

Subaru, Kia, Hyundai, Mitsubishi,
and Mazda!

205 Commerce St • Broomfield, CO

(303) 465-0277
F I N E T U N E D A U T O M O T I V E . C O M

Contact John Lascor to place an ad today!
jlascor@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5878


