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our pastor’s message

Elephant in the Room 
why catholics need to talk about politics

      Woe to us if 
      we think that
      we have no 
right to challenge 
the culture.   “

To say there is an elephant in the room seems obvious. But 
usually the expression refers to something that is staring us 
in the face but nobody is addressing. I am not sure that is 
the case right now. Part of the problem is questioning how 
to best address the concern and what the best solution 
might be for moving forward in light of the evident 
situation. 

I am talking about the fact that our nation is once again 
facing major election issues and questions. And, if you are 
like me, it seems that every time the national and local set 
of candidates, and the platforms of the parties they claim 
to represent appear further and further from the values, 
hopes and desires I profess based upon my faith and 
understanding of what a Christian in today’s world should 
stand for and help make possible. 

It has long been the case that in a country with a two party 
system, neither will fully embrace and/or promote all that 
our Catholic Church professes, teaches and believes. That 
makes it very difficult for an easy “right and wrong” type 
of classification for candidates and/or parties. They never 
seem to fall into a category that fully speaks to what I hold 
as the high standards of a just, compassionate and faith-
filled societal expression. 

What is also frustrating is the fact that there seems to have 
been a lot of shifting in what the parties express, support 
and actually try to make present in our societal culture and 
experience. 

One party that seemed to more closely express ideas 
and mores that were consistent with our Catholic faith, 
beliefs and practices in the past may now seem to embody 
anything but. And another party that seemed to be an 
obvious opponent to the Church and her members, is not 
always seen that way now. 

Give thanks to God that the “know nothing party” is no 
longer around. But make no mistake, the prejudices and 
bigotry they espoused can still be found in today’s policies 
and legislation. And neither the Democratic or Republican 
Party can claim to be free of concerns.

So what is a person to do? That really is the elephant in the 
room. 

First, we need to recognize that our voice and our values 
need to be expressed and heard. They may not appear to 
us to have immediate or appreciable results, but woe to us 
if we think that we have no right to challenge the culture 
and mind-frame that is reflected in our day. 

Four years ago I led a book study prior to election time 
in which we read and discussed the work by Archbishop 
Charles Chaput entitled Render Unto Caesar. I highly 
encourage all to take the time to read through that book 
now, if you haven’t before. It was written to explain that 
we are not to understand that our faith and that which we 
hold dear is to be relegated to the quiet of our homes and 
prayer life. 

We have a right, and indeed a responsibility, to let our 
voices be heard; voices informed and formed by the very 
faith that gives meaning and value to our lives.

I would also encourage you to read Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility, the 
voting guide produced by the U.S. Bishops. They also have 
created some videos to supplement the guide. You can find 
more about these at the Bishop’s website, usccb.org. 

I also recommend you to contact the candidates you are 
going to ask to represent you and inquire about what you 
wish to see them express on your behalf. I have in the past 
sent emails to local candidates and representatives and 
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asked them specific questions about what they hold in 
regards to issues I think should define us. Sometimes they 
respond, sometimes with answers I don’t agree with, but 
sometimes they don’t even show the courtesy to get back 
to me. Perhaps they sense that what I am asking about and 
what they hold are not worthy of dialogue. That in itself is 
telling. 

I also realize that a given individual or party will likely 
never hold to or manifest all that I espouse. That said, it 
comes down to what issues are more imperative and of 
greater consequence in the long run. 

If you are a student of history, you will realize that never in 
our country’s history have we been of one mind and heart. 
Those we look up to in the glow of history were often 
vilified and maligned in their own time. 

Two prime examples of this in my mind are Presidents 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Did you know 
that the press was merciless in its criticism of our first 
president? 

And although he was reelected, Lincoln didn’t know that 
would be the case for some time leading up to the 1864 
election. The nation was tired of four years of Civil War and 
saw him as a major factor in its specter over the country. If 
we think there are out of hand demonstrations nowadays, 
imagine if our president or a governor tried to suspend 
habeas corpus, as Lincoln did in order to put aside dissent 
to his actions. 

There are a list of issues and areas that, often referred to 
as “non-negotiables”, have been presented by our Bishops 
over the years for Catholics to consider when voting for 

people, ballot initiatives, 
constitutional amendments 
and the like. 

They are abortion, human 
cloning, euthanasia (assisted 
suicide), stem cell research 
on embryonic stem cells and 
homosexual marriages. 

As if to say that we have 
been asleep at the wheel, 
four of these are currently 
not foreign to our nation 
and its legislation making 
them legal and acceptable. 
Only human cloning is at 
present against the law in our 
country. The others may have 
some restrictions, but for all 
practical purposes are fairly 
common. 

In their most recent document 
the Bishops also mention 

areas that are reflective of the fact that Pope Francis has 
brought heightened awareness to several issues, including 
migration, xenophobia, racism, abortion, global conflict 
and care for creation.

The fact that something is legal and accepted doesn’t 
mean it cannot be challenged and have the tide turned 
back. Look at the Dred Scott decision of the Supreme 
Court and slavery’s legitimacy then and where we are 
now. Look at the fact that we get larger gatherings at the 
March for Life in Washington, D.C. every year than there 
are gatherings for those supporting abortion. And we are 
seeing a succession of legislation striving to limit and/or 
restrict it all the more.

We seem to gain ground on certain values, and lose ground 
on others. Thus the need to be ever vigilant. I have often 
used the expression, “just because something is legal, 
doesn’t mean it is morally correct.” 

This is true for things such as abortion to be sure, but what 
about our state of Colorado that this year decided that 
the availability of marijuana is an “essential industry” that 
people needed access to even while being limited to things 
like religious experience. 

We need to let our voices be heard and not step down 
from helping others to see the light. After all, one of the 
great Spiritual Works of Mercy is to instruct the ignorant.

That brings me back to the issues of our national, state 
and local elections that will be happening this coming 
November. 

Boy Scouts prepare to raise the flag during STM’s 2020 Independence Day celebrations.
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What should guide us? Our informed conscience. Will the 
Bishops or priests say flat out, vote for “A” or “B” when it 
comes to candidates? No, they cannot. They can in regards 
to issues, initiatives and the like, but not to candidates or 
parties as a whole. 

I know from past experiences that folks will ask me what I 
think. I have answered much of that question in this piece. 

I will not tell you to vote for any particular individual. You 
are wholly responsible for your decision, to the Lord and 

to our 
country. I will let you know that a lot of what 
underlies my making my decision is realizing 
what history has shown us. 

In the scriptures we see that the chosen people 
often face the consequences of their having 
turned a deaf ear to the Lord’s commands. 
They didn’t listen to the prophets and were 
content with assuring their safety and 
economic stability, often by adapting to the 
surrounding cultural norms. 

Their decisions and actions, seemingly 
insignificant at the time, were at the root of the 
punishment that befell the whole country for 
the sins of their fathers. 

We have seen this year anger, pent up 
frustrations, demands for change in justice, 
social patterns and laws, and the resultant 
discord to our society, our cities and our 
relationships. And in a way, a lot of what is 
coming out is related to a country whose 
history allowed the injustice and horror of 
slavery for over two hundred years. 

I am rightly concerned about what future 
history will write about our age and lives when 
they reflect back on the fact that we have 
intentionally allowed and even encouraged the 
killing of the most vulnerable of our society, 
the infant in the womb, to the tune around 50 
million now since it became legal in 1973. Far 
more than the numbers lost in the Holocaust of 
World War II, which still horrifies the senses. 

      You are wholly 
      responsible for 
      your decision, 
to the Lord and to 
our country.   “

ARE YOU 
REGISTERED 
TO VOTE?

So, for me the whole matter of who is given the chance for 
life, which in our Creed we proclaim that the Holy Spirit is 
the Lord and giver of, is of paramount importance. I may 
not be able to single handedly change a society, but just as 
St. Teresa of Calcutta taught, to think that my doing what I 
can is meaningless is to not understand what God is calling 
me to. 

I will also be praying for our faithful and our country. May 
the wisdom of God underlie our decisions and actions. 
May the grace of the Holy Spirit give us the courage to not 
be afraid to share what we truly believe and cherish. And 
may the words of our Blessed Mother, at the first miracle 
her Son performed, ring in our ears as we strive to discern 
what we should do. She said then, and now: “Do whatever 
He tells you.”

May God guide and bless the electorate of our nation. And 
may we always do all we can to make the presence of our 
Lord and His will for our lives known and manifest. God 
bless you. God bless the United States of America. u 

– Msgr. Tom

REGISTER 
TO VOTE 
OR UPDATE 
YOUR VOTER 
REGISTRATION

WWW.GOVOTECOLORADO.COM

REGISTER BY MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 
TO RECEIVE A MAIL-IN BALLOT
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Power of Catholic Social Teaching
truth known by God through revelation

By Dcn. Bob Cropp

In deaconate formation we had a 
class on Catholic Social Teaching. 
I had heard a lot of it, piecemeal, 
during the years but it had never 
been put together along with the 
underlying rationale.

I remembered that Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the last Secretary-
General of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union, had stated that 
the single person most responsible 
for the fall of the Soviet Bloc was 
Pope John Paul II. 

I began to see the power of 
Catholic Social teaching. It isn’t 
the power of force or military 
dominance. It is based on the God-
given dignity of mankind. 

When Stalin was destroying Catholic Churches and 
executing Catholic priests during the ‘20’s and 30’s, one 
of his advisors said to him, ‘What do you think the Pope 
will do?’ Stalin replied, “How many divisions does the 
Pope have?” 

Stalin’s belief in the power of materialism and force 
turned out to be foolish. That a person of the stature 
and background of Gorbachev would ascribe the 
collapse of Soviet Communism to the power of faith was 
extraordinary. 
 
Overcoming Fear

President Reagan, Prime Minister Thatcher and Pope 
John Paul II shared information with each other that 
enabled them to confront the centers of power in 
the socialist states and allowed the people in them to 
develop their own civil societies including, and especially, 
religious societies. 

With a strong belief in a “higher authority” the 
people no longer feared the rule of force. The socialist 
governments, one by one, collapsed. 

Here is a paradox of Christianity: it is only when a 
person believes that life has meaning and a purpose, 
that person is willing to sacrifice his life for the good
 of others.

 
As Jesus taught, “Greater love 
has no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends.” 
(John 15: 13) 

It is said that the collapse of 
the Soviet Bloc was a bloodless 
coup. The fact is that many 
people died opposing tyranny in 
Russia and its captive countries. 

One of the most prominent was 
Fr. Jerzy Popieluszko. Fr. Jerzy 
was an ordinary parish priest 
who became involved in the 
Solidarity movement in Poland. 
He inspired courage among 
those involved in creating a free 
trade union. In his own words:

“Overcoming fear is a key 
element in the process of setting 

Man free. Fear springs from threat. We fear suffering; we 
fear the loss of some goods, the loss of freedom, health 
or job. This fear makes us act against our conscience 
and it is by means of conscience that we measure 
Truth. We overcome fear the moment we agree to lose 
something for the sake of higher values. If Truth becomes 
a value worth suffering for, worth taking a risk, then we 
will overcome fear that keeps us in slavery. On many 
occasions Christ said to His apostles: ‘Do not fear. Do not 
fear those who kill the body and after that have no more 
that they can do’(Luke 12:4).”

Fr. Jerzy didn’t fear death. He became a marked man. He 
didn’t waver. He had a sense of humor and one day went 
out to offer coffee to the agents who were trailing him. 
He was eventually beaten to death by the communist 
state police. When his body was found it was discovered 
that practically every bone had been broken. 

This created a public uproar so intense that the 
government had to stage a trial and send to prison the 
men who had committed the crime. They were able to 
kill his body, but not the truth.

What is Truth?

The Church’s social teaching is based on immutable truth. 
Some might think that’s an arrogant statement, but most 
likely those folks would also deny that there is such a 
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thing as truth. So what is the truth? How does it form 
Catholic Social Teaching and how should that affect what 
we do?

In Philosophy, truth is conformance to reality. Some 
philosophers dispute the reality of reality, but I think 
those guys should have their PhD’s taken away from 
them. 

In the Catholic Bible Dictionary, edited by Dr. Scott Hahn, 
truth is reality as correctly perceived by man or made 
known by God through revelation. 

Frank Sheed, in his book Theology and Sanity, observes 
that the universe is a reality but that reality depends 
on the will of God for its continued existence. God is 
existence itself. Therefore the only true reality is God and 
God is truth. From this truth flow other truths. 

In John’s gospel Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (John 14:6) 

Here Jesus affirms that He is God and that there is God 
the Father. Later in this same chapter He describes 
another person in the Godhead, the Advocate or Holy 
Spirit. Jesus is not saying there are three Gods. 

In the same chapter He tells Philip that if he has seen 
Jesus, he has seen the Father. Jesus explicitly reaffirms 
that God is one when He says, “Now this is eternal life, 
that they should know you, the only true God, and the 
one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3)

This is the mystery of the Trinity, that God is a 
communion of three divine persons in one divine nature; 
one in being. St. John also tells us that God is Love. (1 
John 4:8) God is a trinity of persons in a relationship of 
love. We are created in the image and likeness of God. 
(Genesis 1: 26-27) 

Therefore, we are also created to be in a relationship of 
love. Our destiny is to be in union with the Trinity. Then 
we will have complete happiness. Belief in the Trinity is 
basic to Christianity. 

The truth that happiness is our common goal is reflected 
in our Declaration of Independence, “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Truth and Catholic Social Teaching

We are created in the image and likeness of God with 
intelligence and free will. This life and the inherent dignity 
it confers on us is the basis of Catholic Social Teaching. 

Without the right to life, all other social teachings are 
irrelevant. We know the difference between right and 
wrong and can choose to do the right or choose poorly. 
We are given free will to be able to love. 

True love must be freely given. This is the basis of our 
freedom; the freedom to do the right. In this we were 
created equal and possess the rights that flow from this 
equality. 

We are also created to live in relationships; first 
relationships with other human beings and then in 
relationship with God. The first relationship, the natural 
relationship, is the family defined and supported by 
marriage between a man and a woman. It is the only 
essential human relationship. 

This is so because it is the relationship that brings forth 
children; it perpetuates the human race. Families and 
individuals must relate to one another. To support these 
relationships we have created various civic organizations. 

Serve the Common Good

The first principle of any civic organization is that it must 
serve the common good. Examples of these would be 
the Red Cross, the Knights of Columbus and Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Because some choose poorly, there is a need for another 
type of organization to protect life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, namely, government. 

Government serves the people, not the reverse. Another 
role of government is to support civic organizations, not 
replace them. This is the principle of subsidiarity. 

“A community of a higher order should not interfere in the 
internal life of a community of a lower order, depriving 
the latter of its functions, but rather should support it in 
case of need and help to coordinate its activity with the 
activities of the rest of society, always with a view to the 
common good.” (Encyclical “Quadragesimo Anno” para. 
184) 

The Declaration of Independence says, “That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.”

      The Church’s
      social teaching 
      is based on 
immutable truth.“
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 Human experience has seen that while government is 
necessary, it can also be oppressive. An individual or 
group can control the state and use that power for their 
own agenda or ideology, but not for the common good. 

When this occurs, and the oppression becomes 
unbearable, the people have a right to remove the 
offending individual or group. 

St. Thomas Aquinas affirms this in his work, “On 
Kingship” (chapter 6: 40.) It is also stated in the 
Declaration of Independence. In our American Republic 
we accomplish this, peaceably, through elections. 

The English Lord Acton (a Catholic!) said, “Power corrupts 
and absolute power corrupts absolutely”, thus, the 
importance of subsidiarity. The power of government 
must be limited. 

Solidarity

Human organizations, civic or political, need a principle 
of unity that goes beyond simple self-interest. This is 
the principle of Solidarity. The basis is the truth that the 
human race is created in the image and likeness of God 
and, therefore, has basic human rights and is expected to 
perform certain responsibilities in pursuit of the common 
good. 

Solidarity is manifested in justice. “Socioeconomic 
problems can be resolved only with the help of all forms 
of solidarity: solidarity of the poor among themselves, 
between rich and poor, of workers among themselves, 
between employers and employees in a business, 
solidarity among nations and peoples.” (CCC 1941) 

An aspect of solidarity is the responsibility of employers 
to pay a living wage to their employees. “Everyone 
should be able to draw from work the means of providing 
for his life and that of his family, and of serving the 
human community.” (CCC 2428) 

The State promotes economic activity by providing “sure 
guarantees of individual freedom and private property, 
as well as a stable currency and efficient public services. 
Hence the principle task of the state is to guarantee this 
security so that those who work and produce can enjoy 
the fruits of their labor and thus feel encouraged to work 
efficiently and honestly.” (Centisimus Annus, para 48) 

Another aspect of solidarity is the obligation to treat 
immigrants with respect and compassion. “The foreigner 
residing among you must be treated as your native-born. 
Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I 
am the LORD your God.” (Leviticus 19:34) 

However, the state must have enforceable borders. 
The state is responsible for internal law and order. No 
borders equal anarchy. The proximate cause for the fall 

of the Western Roman Empire was the freezing of the 
Rhine River (due to climate change!) and the surge of 
barbarians across the river, destroying the Roman Wall. 

After the fall “All the king’s horses and all the king’s men” 
weren’t able to restore order and Europe entered “The 
Dark Ages.” (Humpty dumpty sat on a wall . . . ) The 
Eastern Empire continued on for another thousand years. 

What Should We Do?

Lies only need a slogan, but truth requires an essay. 
Unfortunately, this essay only scratches the surface of the 
truth of Catholic Social Teaching. The truth here is that 
we must become involved. 

The first step is prayer. Prayer enriches us with God’s 
grace. Grace is our participation in God’s power and love. 
“We are saved by grace through faith.” (Ephesians 2:8) 

This means that grace is active in us to the extent that we 
are open to it. Grace gives us the strength to witness to 
God’s truth. And that is what we must do. 

Witnessing to God’s truth takes on many forms and the 
first is evangelization. If the hearts of the people are 
turned to God, we will naturally have a just society. This 
won’t happen if we sit back and watch. We must start 
with a return to Jesus Christ, the Gospel and the Church. 

The Church’s social teaching has no power if it is not 
rooted in a Christ-centered faith. “Whoever does not love 
a brother or sister whom he has seen cannot love God 
whom he has not seen.” (1 John 4:20) 

Archbishop Chaput wrote a great book called Render 
Unto Caesar. In it he expresses, much better than I can, 
what we must do to bring the truth of God’s revelation 
and justice into our “Post-Christian world.” 

We must become involved, especially lay people. We 
must be “in the world; not of the world.”

Some suggestions could include becoming an election 
judge. With the Coronavirus induced need for physical 
distancing, we are anticipating an increase in mail-in 
ballots. 

Obviously, this means a greater opportunity for fraud, so 
honest election judges and lots of them are needed. If 
you are registered in either major party, call your precinct 
leader to learn what else you can do. 

Letters to the editor and letters to our representatives 
are useful. Your imagination is the limit. In any case, to 
borrow a famous slogan, “Just do it!” u
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Elections Have Consequences
catholics role in the public square

By Kelly Dore
Executive Director of Katalyst

Unless you have been living under a rock, it is hard to 
miss many of the issues that are going on in the United 
States today. Many of these issues are deeply rooted 
in political ideologies and agendas, many of them are 
focused on promoting one group over another and rarely, 
do they come together to promote the Common Good. 

One only must look at the state of our culture today to 
understand that many of these issues we are facing today 
are symptoms of a greater issue. I am increasingly seeing 
many Catholic politicians and talking heads use parts 
of their faith to justify their belief systems and political 
ideologies, to justify the belief that abortion is okay, 
while condemning the death penalty. 

Catholicism and the political sphere are two intersecting 
entities that are not discussed or taught within the 
modern-day Church in manners that allow for Catholics 
to engage the public square with confidence in their 
faith. 

One can be authentically Catholic and be a “politician”, 
but the politics cannot define one’s Catholicism. 

Catholicism is also not 
inherently a Democrat or 
Republican only faith; it is not 
mutually exclusive. Too often 
Catholics get elected to office, 
but do not put that faith first, 
many times because they 
do not understand the basic 
formation of the Church’s 
social teaching. 

This lack of knowledge and 
formation has led many 
politicians to believe they are 
acting Catholic while allowing 
their ego to direct their public 
policy actions. 

It is the laity who must direct 
and influence and assist 
every Catholic that enters 
into the public square and in 
that, we have a responsibility 
to educate and support 
those who wish to be public 
servants, giving them tools 
and knowledge to be authentic 

       in their faith. 

There has been glaring void when it comes to formation, 
support, and promotion of the faithful engagement in 
public policy. We can absolutely utilize our Catholic faith 
to understand how things like the budget, preferential 
treatment of the poor and vulnerable and the choices we 
make while voting, are all moral issues. 

To solve each issue, we must fundamentally understand 
how we got here and what the root of the problem is. 
The issues of today are all rooted in basic human dignity. 
The idea that every single person has the right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

How we get there is subject to debate, but many of the 
answers lie within our own social teachings, which is the 
basic foundation of changing the culture of death to one 
rooted in the belief that all lives have a value. u

Katalyst is a 501 ©3 in Denver, Colorado, designed to 
identify and help promote Catholics to serve in the public 
square. Learn more at www.katalyst.today

STM Parishioners pray at Planned Parenthood during the Fall 2019 40 Days for Life campaign.
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Doing Your Duty
voting as a christian and citizen

By Barb Monarch
Parishioner 

Have you given much thought to the general election 
that will be held nationwide in a couple of months?  

Do you plan to vote? What governs your choice of 
candidates and ballot issues?  Does your faith take 
priority over your party affiliation? 

Are there different priorities when looking at a 
candidate’s or party platforms that could assist you in 
making the correct (not necessarily the easiest) choice?

Colorado will be sending out ballots the week of October 
12. Now is the time to begin forming your conscience to 
vote reflecting your faith.

The Catechism of the Catholic Faith instructs us to be 
active participants in the public square.

“As far as possible citizens should take an active part in 
public life. One must pay tribute to those nations whose 
systems permit the largest possible number of the 
citizens to take part in public life in a climate of genuine 
freedom.” (CCC1915) 

“The Duties of Citizens - Submission to authority and 
co-responsibility for the common good make it morally 
obligatory to pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote and 
to defend one’s country. (CCC2240)  

“It is part of the Church’s mission “to pass moral 
judgements even in matters related to politics, whenever 
the fundamental rights of man or the salvation of souls 
require it.” (CCC 2246)

Although the task might seem daunting, it is important to 
be informed and aware of what and whom you are voting 
for. We hope this brief guide can be a sort of checklist as 
you prepare to exercise your right to vote this November. 

This year we, the citizens of Colorado age 18 or older as of November 3, have the 
opportunity and obligation to vote for:

Our President and Vice President for the next 4 years 
 President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence are being challenged by former 
    Vice President Joe Biden and Senator Kamala Harris

One of our two US Senators 
 Sentator Cory Gardner is being challenged by Former Governor John Hickenlooper and 
    Raymon Anthony Doane

All six of our US Congressmen/woman seats are up for grabs 
Those representing districts closest to St. Thomas More are:

 � 1st Congressional District (including Denver as well as parts of Arapahoe and Jefferson counties)
  Incumbent Diane DeGette challenged by Shane Bolling, Kyle Furey, Paul Fiorino and Joseph Camp

 � District 4 (The district includes portions of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Douglas, and Weld counties). 
 Incumbent Ken Buck challenged by Ike McCorkle, Bruce Griffith and Laura Ireland

 � District 6 (The district includes portions of Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas counties) 
 Incumbent Jason Crow challenged by Steve House, Norm Olsen and Jaime Kulikowski

 � District 7 (The district includes parts of Jefferson and Adams counties) 
 Incumbent Ed Perlmutter challenged by Casper Stockham, Ken Biles, David Olczta and Anthony Malgieri 
Additional positions in Colorado up for election:

 � 3 State Board of Education Member
 � 3 CU Regents
 � 18 State Senators 
 � All 65 State House Representatives 
 � 22 District Attorneys 

Offices Up for Election
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Our ballots will also contain statewide proposals to amend our state Constitution or create 
new laws. The state will provide a Blue Book analysis of the pro and con positions on all of 
these issues. Brief explanations are provided for some of the ballot issues below.

National Popular Vote 
Shall the following Act of the General Assembly be approved: An Act concerning adoption 
of an agreement among the states to elect the President of the United States by national 
popular vote, being Senate Bill No. 19-042? The US Constitution requires our President 
to be elected by the Electoral College to ensure that all states have a say in our national 
leader. The national popular vote would give the highest populated states an unfair 
advantage in choosing the president.

Cigarette Tobacco and Nicotine Products Tax

Bingo Raffles Allow Paid Help and Repeal 5 Year Minimum

Repeal Property Tax Assessment Rates

Citizenship Qualification of Electors 
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution requiring that to be qualified to vote at any election an 
individual must be a United States citizen?

Restoration of Grey Wolves

Proposition 115 (Initiative 120)
Prohibition on Late Term Abortions Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes concerning prohibiting an 
abortion when the probable gestational age of the fetus is at least twenty-two weeks, and, in connection therewith, 
making it a misdemeanor punishable by a fine to perform or attempt to perform a prohibited abortion, except when the 
abortion is immediately required to save the life of the pregnant woman when her life is physically threatened, but not 
solely by a psychological or emotional condition; defining terms related to the measure including “probable gestational 
age” and “abortion,” and excepting from the definition of “abortion” medical procedures relating to miscarriage or 
ectopic pregnancy; specifying that a woman on whom an abortion is performed may not be charged with a crime in 
relation to a prohibited abortion; and requiring the Colorado medical board to suspend for at least three years the 
license of a licensee whom the board finds performed or attempted to perform a prohibited abortion?

Statewide Amendments and Propositions

With this many races, ballot amendments and propositions, making informed decisions 
when voting can be daunting.  Help is just a click away.  

If you have not voted recently or have moved, it is important to check to see what your 
status is with the Secretary of State. www.GoVoteColorado.gov will give you access to your 
voter registration or walk you through the steps to register.

The USCCB (US Conference of Catholic Bishops) has updated their Faithful Citizenship 
document for the 2020 election cycle. This 53 page dissertation covers the responsibilities 
of participation at many levels of public life. Download it at usccb.org/resources/forming-
consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf.

The Colorado Catholic Conference has historically provided resources on elections. We attempted to contact CCC’s new 
Executive Director to find out what the CCC will provide this year, however we did not receive a response before our 
publishing deadline. Resources have previously been available at cocatholicconference.org.

Catholic Vote provides a comparison of the presidential candidates and an analysis on the two major party platforms 
(catholicvote.org). 

I Voter Guide evaluates candidates running for national and state offices (ivoterguide.com/values).

My Faith Vote also evaluates all the candidates running for office in Colorado and provide a summary of all the party 
platforms involved in the election cycle (myfaithvotes.org).

Resources to Help You Make an Informed Decision
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Hundreds Unite at STM
how proposition 115 made the ballot

By Julie Filby
Parishioner

For more than a year, volunteers throughout 
the state worked to collect the 124,632 
signatures required to get legislation banning 
abortion after 22 weeks on the November 
ballot. Colorado is one of only seven states 
that allows abortion up until the moment of 
birth, with no restrictions. When tallied in 
April, valid signatures for Initiative 120 (now 
called Proposition 115) fell short by 10,000.
Supporters were heartbroken. But they quickly 
turned that heartbreak into action. They got 
the word out. They circulated petitions. They 
organized public signing events. 

“When the state showed we were short on 
signatures, we only had two weeks to collect 
them,” explained Dr. Barbara Jenkins Glesener, 
coordinator of Catholic parishes for Due Date 
Too Late (the hub for Proposition 115). “They 
had to be collected in person, and the state didn’t allow 
for gatherings of more than 10 people! Within 10 days, 
hundreds of volunteers came out. It was truly the most 
grassroots endeavor the state has known.”  

They mobilized to collect 48,000 new signatures. Next 
step: validate the signatures. McCallin Hall at St. Thomas 
More became ground zero for the initiative when 
hundreds of volunteers—men, women, young, old, 
Catholic, non-Catholic—worked up to 12 hours a day, four 
straight days, in masks and socially distanced, to validate 
the signatures online. On May 29, they delivered 48,329 
additional signatures to the Colorado Secretary of State—
well over the 10,000 needed. 

“People came together: Republicans, Democrats, 
Catholics, non-Catholic Christians, even some atheists,” 
Jenkins Glesener said. “When innocent lives are at stake, 
we can work together to protect the innocent.”

The fight isn’t over, she added.

“Planned Parenthood and their supporters have millions 
to spend to convince the public that saving the lives of 
babies after 22 weeks is wrong,” she said. “Pro-lifers need 
to come together, one more time.”

Margarita Nelson, president of STMs’ Respect Life 
Committee, who helped lead the validation efforts, was 
inspired by the volunteer turnout.

“I was so impressed by how many people showed up,” 
Nelson said. “We came together from across the state, 
as well as from all faiths, ages and backgrounds to 
accomplish this major goal.”

Curious about those gathered, many from outside the 
parish, Nelson spoke with several of the volunteers 
about their story, their pro-life passion and their 
reasons for showing up to support Proposition 115. 

Brooke Rizuto, 
Founder for Students for Life 
at Skyview Academy, 
Class of 2020

“Our group has been 
following the Due Date Too 
Late campaign for a while. 
The problem was that a lot 
of us couldn’t get involved 
in collecting signatures 
since most of us aren’t 

18 yet. We found out about this volunteer opportunity 
to verify signatures from the Students for Life regional 
coordinator for Colorado. 

I am a Christian and I think students can make a huge 
difference, especially since we know what works when 
getting the message across. We are the future of the 
pro-life movement and a lot of us are willing to rise to 

Volunteers take a quick break from verifying signatures.
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Students and John Ebel, Petition Circulator Trainer, with boxes of verified petitions. 

the challenge and use our youth and ability to reach new 
audiences to start conversations.” 

Martin Claus, 
Hebrew Por-Life, 
Chiropractor (retired)

“I heard about a signing 
event in Aurora on the 
radio. That day I drove from 
Highlands Ranch, signed and 
asked how I could help. How 
could I not? 

Life and the ability to 
provide the next generation is a commandment and an 
incredible gift that Our Father gives us. Life is a miracle 
not an accident. How can this be? How is it that we have 
allowed future generations to accept this? Do we not see 
this today in the daily news: kids killing kids. I had to get 
involved in verifying dignatures. Due Date Too Late is the 
start of a process to change this. In this increasing age of 
secularism, I want to declare what side of this issue I stand 
on.”

John & Keri Ebel, 
Petition Circulator Trainer 
and Petition Coordinator

“With the tide turning 
nationally, and many other 
states restricting abortion 
successfully, we felt the time 
was now to do something 
to protect innocent life 
under law in Colorado. We 
both have backgrounds 

in political work, and thankfully our state has a citizen’s 
initiative process where any registered voter can run a 
ballot initiative. 

We met with a group of like-minded citizens back in 
February of 2019, and the late-term abortion ban effort 
was born. Momentum built over the last year, and amazing 
volunteers stepped up to get it done in spite of many 
challenges such as COVID-19. God sustained the effort, and 
against all odds, Colorado voters now have an opportunity 
to change the law on November 3.” u
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Root Out Sin
sin and sanctity incompatible

By Dcn. Peter Srsich
Seminarian 

Over the past few months we have  
experienced a dramatic call for 
racial equality and an increased 
awareness of racism that is still 
present in the United States of 
America, despite the advances that 
have been made in this area over 
the past centuries. 

One idea that has come to the 
forefront of the discussion is 
institutional or systemic racism. 
Institutional racism has been 
defined as “the systematic 
distribution of resources, power 
and opportunity in our society 
to the benefit of people who are 
white and the exclusion of people 
of color.”  

One institution that has been accused of this racism 
over the past months is the Catholic Church.

The sentence: “The Catholic Church is racist” should 
sound troubling to our ears. This is because we 
profess in the Apostles Creed that we believe in “one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic Church”.  

The Church cannot be both racist and holy. Sin and 
sanctity are incompatible and yet we have seen that 
racism does exist within the Church. 

However, this is not the first time that we have seen 
the apparent contradiction between the Holy Church 
and her sinful members. 

In very recent memory we came to know about a 
plague of abuse and cover-up from Church leaders. 
How can we claim to believe in a holy Church when 
her priests and bishops are committing such heinous 
sins? 

This question of a Holy Church made up of sinful 
members has been around since the very beginning. 
Even St. Paul addresses the sinfulness of Christian 
communities saying: “It is actually reported that 
there is immorality among you, and of a kind that is 
not found even among pagans” (1 Corinthians 5:1). 

In addressing this paradox in 
the fourth century, St. Ambrose 
coined the phrase that the Church 
is immaculate, though made of 
sinners (ex maculatis immaculata). 

Although the members of the 
Church are sinners, the Church 
herself is not a sinful institution. 
This is because the Church is not 
an institution like any other. 

The Church is in fact the People 
of God and the Mystical Body of 
Christ. She has God as her source 
and God is her ultimate end. 

The sinfulness of her members 
does not take away from the 
holiness of her essence, but rather 
elevates those sinful members 
through the inexhaustible fount of 
mercy and grace to the holiness of 

her head, Jesus Christ. 

We members of the Church are the members of the Body 
of Christ, and our sinfulness does not take away from the 
sinlessness of Jesus who suffered and died on the Cross for 
the remission of sin. 

So, what does this mean for us practically at this time in 
our history? Since we believe in a Holy Church, does that 
mean that we can ignore calls for justice and racial equality 
because it isn’t our problem? 

In fact, St. Paul addresses this question as well: “What 
shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live 
in it?” (Romans 6:1-2). 

We are the members of the Body of Christ, and so we must 
work always and everywhere to root out sin, and racism is 
certainly a sin. It is a sin against the virtue of justice that 
cannot be permitted to persist. 

Like all sins, it is personal in nature. While it is true that 
certain institutions and systems in our culture are inherently 
racist, we must recognize that these systems were put into 
place by individuals, and it is individuals who make use 
of them to prosper at the expense of their brothers and 
sisters. 
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We cannot allow the idea of institutional racism become 
a shield that we hide behind to avoid coming face to face 
with personal racism and examining our consciences to 
find our own hidden faults and sins. 

The color of your skin does not determine your value or 
dignity, nor does it determine the value and dignity of 
anyone else. 

The fact that you and your neighbor are children of God, 
made in His own image and likeness, is what determines 
your dignity. Nothing can take that away from you or 
anyone else. 

Therefore, we must work daily to root out the sin of 
racism and we must start with ourselves. For, “how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye?” (Matt. 
7:4) 

We must remove the logs from our own eyes first in the 
same way that we fight other sins. We must honestly 
examine our consciences and confess our sins. This can 
be a very uncomfortable process and it requires the grace 
of God. 

Spend time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and 
ask the difficult questions about whether you have ever 
judged someone, or taken advantage of someone, or 
profited at the expense of someone merely because of 
the color of their skin. 

If you answer yes to these questions or the countless 
others that the Holy Spirit may prompt you to ask, it is 
time to confess and amend your life. 

Then, when you have taken the log out of your own 
eye, “you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

brother’s eye” (Matt. 7:5), because it is not enough to 
merely avoid sin yourself when you know others are 
committing it. 

If you are aware of systemic racism, then it is your 
responsibility to do what is in your power to end it. 
This can include just and peaceful protests, voting for 
politicians and policies that actively seek to end racism, 
or many other opportunities to remove sin from our 
midst. 

Pray for the grace to know what you can do, and the 
courage to do it.

Jesus Christ told His disciples, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19). 

From her foundation, the Church has been Catholic, 
meaning universal. Following the command of our Lord, 
the apostles and their followers went into every corner 
of the world spreading the good news of Jesus Christ and 
welcoming children from every part of the world into her 
faith. 

Although certain members have certainly been guilty 
of racism, the Church herself, following her head Jesus 
Christ, never has been. Those of us who make up the 
people of God and the Mystical Body of Christ must 
imitate Jesus and work everywhere to make sure that we 
never take advantage of our brothers and sisters in Christ 
for any reason. We must demand true justice in Christ for 
everyone in every corner of the world. 

And above all, we must not lose sight of God who is the 
source of the holiness of the Church, and who created 
every human being in His own image and likeness with an 
individual soul of inestimable value. u  

A ministry of Catholic Charities

HOPE AND 
HEALING:
A Gathering for 
Mental Health Awareness

Providing  education and tangible resources 
to improve mental and emotional health

 Who: Adults and young people, 
  ages 13+

 When: Saturday, September 26th

 Where: St. Thomas More 
  McCallin Hall; 
  8035 S. Quebec St. 
  Englewood, CO 80112

 Time: 7:30am -2pm

WE ARE HERE TO HELP. 
St. Raphael Counseling offers quality clinical care grounded 

in Catholic teaching. For a no-risk consultation in 
one of our convenient locations throughout the metro area call us 

at 720-777-1359 or visit our website at www.straphaelcounseling.com

Bethany Doss, MA
School Counselor

bdoss@ccdenver.org
720-377-1359

straphaelcounseling.com

 

“The Glory of God is man, fully alive.”  – St. Irenaeus

FREE

Join Dr. Michelle Connor Harris & therapists 

from St. Raphael Counseling as we partner with 

St. Thomas More Parish in our inaugural event to 

explore everyday mental health, reduce the stigma 

and provide practical tools for stress reduction for 

teens, parents and adults. With a special talk by 

St. Thomas More staff member Jo Holt, and her 

daughter, who will bravely share their experiences 

with depression and suicidal ideation. We will also

remember and pray for those we know who have 

died by suicide.

Saturday, September 26
7:30AM―2:30PM in the STM School Gym

Join Dr. Michelle Connor Harris & 
therapists from St. Raphael 

Counseling in a FREE inaugural event 
to explore everyday mental health, 
reduce stigma and provide practical 
tools for stress reduction for teens, 

parents and adults.
To register: straphaelcounseling.com
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Trust in the Lord
surrendering control, even when it’s hard

By Kevin Kasel
Seminarian

Trust in the Lord…. That is the 
message that constantly comes 
to me when I am about to do 
something that I really don’t want 
to do. 

It is a simple message and I have 
heard it before from my parents 
and Catholic friends, but I have yet 
to reach the depths of its meaning 
especially when I encounter 
resistance of my heart at times to 
simply trust God.

When the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, I thought it would be a 
simple exercise of trust in all of 
the worry and anxiety that spread 
around my friends and brother 
seminarians as more details and 
concerns developed. 

I thought that this was not much different than any other 
thing that we have encountered and that it would soon 
be over and the media would be on to the next story… 
and then the toilet paper ran out at the store, then the 
frozen meals section emptied and finally even the raw 
meats at the store were limited if they were even on the 
shelves.

I was coming to grasp that things were not normal and 
that this was different when the announcement came 
out that all public Masses had been canceled in the state.

“Trust in the Lord…” but my mind was racing about 
what was happening, if I was at risk, if I needed to leave 
Denver for a safer less crowded place, if I would loose 
anyone in my family to this. 

How could I trust in God? 

But this is the commandment, the 
encouragement, the reality when 
you are in relationship and love 
with God, that you trust His will, 
trust His providence, trust in his 
holiness and care. 

Why is it hard for us to trust God?

When we trust in God, we 
surrender control because we 
don’t see the pain and suffering 
as God sees it. Not as something 
that we avoid, but something that 
perfects the Catholic experience 
and purges us from our 
attachments and pleasures. 

When you trust in God, you are 
in a dialogue constantly and 
continually because things happen 

that you don’t understand regardless if they are good or 
bad. 

“Jesus, I don’t understand what is going on with this… 
so I surrender it to you and I rely upon your will being 
done…”

You can’t really surrender and continue being upset 
at the same time. You can’t surrender and be angry 
and furious at people around you. You can’t hold onto 
grudges if you have surrendered to God’s mercy and love. 

In surrendering, you obtain peace, you obtain satisfaction 
although not in worldly things but in the spiritual life. 
How much have we heard peace and justice talked about 
lately?

But peace outside of God doesn’t allow a person to rest. 
Justice without God has no understanding of mercy and 
forgiveness, but becomes about holding grudges or score 
against someone.

Today, tomorrow and everyday ask God for the specific 
grace to trust in Him. Ask God to help you surrender to 
His ill. Ask God to give you rest for your soul, to place 
your heart in the wounds of Jesus’s most sacred heart, 
even if you are in pain, suffering and confusion. 

Trust in God and not in yourself and you will live. u

       Jesus, I don’t 
       understand what 
       is going on with 
this… so I surrender it 
to you and I rely upon 
your will being done. “
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Wednesday, September 23 – Sunday, November 1
All STM parishioners are invited to participate in these ways:

 � Pray for an hour on Wednesday September 23 or Saturday, September 26 
from 7:00am–5:00pm outside the local Planned Parenthood abortion facility 
(7155 E. 38th Avenue, Denver 80207).

      Sign up now at 40DaysforLife.com/Denver (then “Sign Up for Vigil Hours”)
      or contact respectlife@stthomasmore.org.

 � Attend Mass with Fr. John Ludanha at 1:00pm on Wednesday, September 23  
across the street from Planned Parenthood.

 � Pray and fast for an end to abortion any day during 40 Days for Life  
(September 23 – November 1). To sign up for a day, contact respectlife@stthomasmore.org.

An Election Prayer to Mary
O Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, at this most 
critical time, we entrust the United States of America to your 
loving care.

Most Holy Mother, we beg you to reclaim this land for the 
glory of your Son. Overwhelmed with the burden of the sins 
of our nation, we cry to you from the depths of our hearts 
and seek refuge in your motherly protection.

Look down with mercy upon us and touch the hearts of our 
people. Open our minds to the great worth of human life and 
to the responsibilities that accompany human freedom.

Free us from the falsehoods that lead to the evil of abortion 
and threaten the sanctity of family life. Grant our country 
the wisdom to proclaim that God’ s law is the foundation on 
which this nation was founded, and that He alone is the True 
Source of our cherished rights to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.

O Merciful Mother, give us the courage to reject the culture of 
death and the strength to build a new Culture of Life. Amen
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His Love Endures Forever
planning for religious education this fall

By John Cox 
Director, Office of Catechesis

Okay so let’s start off with some good news. Despite all 
the circumstances people are going through due to the 
Coronavirus, the Gospel hasn’t changed at all. That is one 
thing we can still bank on. 

Like many families right now, our family has undergone 
a lot of changes at home and in our daily life. With two 
parents that have full time jobs and five children (3 in 
high school) we are trying to educate, things seem to be 
overwhelming for us, as I am sure they are for many of 
you reading this. 

Furthermore, with COVID-19 seeming to stick around for 
a while, many people have grown anxious, depressed 
and disheartened, especially for those who live alone or 
for those families with children.

But again, here is the good news, yes the Gospel, which 
literally means “the good news.” The “good news” is that 
God’s love for us has not changed despite everything 
happening right now. 

His desire and thirst for us will always be present, no 
matter how hard things get. In Psalm 136, the writer 
goes through salvation history of what the Israelites had 
to endure as they became a nation and in each trial. 
However, “God’s love endured forever.” 

Please take a moment to read about it, and at the end, 
add the following prayer verses, “through COVID-19, His 
love will endure forever; despite financial hardship, His 
steadfast love will endure forever, etc.” 

Add whatever trial you may be going through right 
now and add the words “His steadfast love will endure 
forever”. 

The reason why I bring this up, is because this has been 
my prayer for the Religious Education Department for the 
past several months. 

Anytime new rules, policies, procedures or anything 
changed, due to COVID-19. My thought was, “For his 
love endures forever,” which has brought me some peace 
during this tumultuous time.

The question now is: where do things lie for the fall for 
Religious Education? 

The short answer is this: For those parents who want to 
bring their children to Religious Education classes, or for 
Restored Order Classes in person, we will be following 
the same polices and procedures as St. Thomas More 
School. 

The procedures include the following:
• Parents will check in their children outside of the 

building, most likely through a car line.
• Students, volunteers, staff, etc. will have 

temperatures checked before coming into the 
building.

• All catechists, teachers, staff, etc. will be wearing face 
masks.

• Students fourth grade or up will need to wear masks 
throughout class (Please note this may change based 
on state mandates)

• Students will be social distanced from each other
• Each desk with a student will have its own Plexiglas 

shield.
• Chairs and desks will be wiped down after class.

Now here is the really good news. With so many changes 
happening on a regular basis, we have decided to have 
all of our children’s Religious Education classes online, 
specifically using the curriculum “Alive in Christ.” This also 
includes online Sacramental Preparation classes for both 
parents and children. 

Any child who is registered for Religious Education this 
year, will receive a web link along with an ID number 
emailed to their parents. The student, for any reason, can 
simply take the classes online at home. 

Attendance will be evaluated based upon either in 
person attendance or completing the online modules. 
This means if a parent decides to switch from in person 
to online classes for his/her child (or vise versa), the 
parent can easily do so at a moments notice. 

In the event everything shuts down again, Religious 
Education classes can continue for the rest of the year 
online with little disruption. 

For Sacramental Preparation classes, the same will apply. 
We will be using “Signs of Grace” through formed.org. 
Parents will also be expected to do classes online since 
they would miss the normal parent classes we have for 
Sacramental Preparation. 

Please note, there will be no online parent classes for 
Faith and Family, just online classes for the children. 
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The goal for Religious Education department, is to 
provide quality catechesis that will have some sense 
of consistency, with minimal stress for the parents to 
complete all the schoolwork necessary. 

However, in order to accomplish this we need your 
support and patience. We are still needing volunteers 
who would like to teach in person, for there is something 
sacramental about being in physical presence of a 
catechist who is called to be a mirror of Christ. 

Parents with all the responsibilities you have going on, 
please take a deep breath, relax, and remember, the 
Catholic Faith is the most important gift you can give your 
child.  

As many people feel that society is crumbling around 
them, the good news is that “His love will endure 
forever” (Psalm 136) and COVID-19 can never take that 
away from your children. So, “Praise the God of heaven, 
for God’s love endures forever” (Psalm 136: 26) especially 
in these difficult times. u

RECIPE from the RECTORY 
By Renee Heinemeyer, 
Rectory Chef

Perfect Pork Shoulder

This homemade Pork Shoulder is a real family favorite. I 
first learned to make this from my mother who learned 
from her mother.  So, it has truly been in the family 
for a long time. Originally, I learned to cook this recipe 
on the stove top. But as life got busier, I experimented 
with using a Crock-Pot and have never returned to the 
stove top! 

Pork Shoulder usually comes as a full roast and may 
contain large bones. If possible, purchase already sliced 
blade steaks (or ask the butcher to slice up a roast for 
you). Blade steaks are easier to braise and produce a 
wonderful juicy gravy you can use in the Crock-Pot. Slow 
cooking and much patience is required for this recipe, 
yet it’s truly worth the wait.

Sauté sliced onions in butter for about 20-25 minutes until golden brown and flavorful. In a hot skillet, add 1-2 
tbs. butter and begin to braise pork steaks. Allow each side of the steak to brown for 3-4 minutes per side. Then 
transfer to plate. Once all steaks are braised, transfer all into a crock pot. Retain all the juices from the braising 
and pour the juice over the top of the meat. Add two to three cups of hot water, enough to sufficiently cover the 
meat. Season with the above spices. Cover and set to high, cook for 4-6 hours. When the meat easily breaks apart 
and falls away from the bone … it is ready! After plating, be sure to add a dash of salt and pepper to each plated 
serving. Serve over your homemade mashed potatoes. Retain all juices from crock pot and use as your gravy. 
Freezes nicely for up to 6 months. Serves 4-6 (depending on how hungry they are!) 

Ingredients
• 3 – 5lbs. Pork Shoulder Blade Steaks (~ 1” thick with 

bone-in) untrimmed. Good marbling is key here!
• 1 – 2 medium Vidalia Sweet Onions – sliced
• 2 – 3 tbs. Butter  or EVOO
• 2 cups Hot Water
• 1 – 2 tsp. Salt
• ½  – 1 tsp. Pepper

• Onion Powder
• Garlic Powder

2020-2021
 Religious Registration

Online Registration available  
 at stthomasmore.org.

Call the Office of Catechesis 
303.770.0531 for more information. 

“The Catholic Faith is the most important gift 
you can give your child.” – John Cox
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Mane Event Guardian Angels

By Catherine Winter, 
STM Catholic School Parent

The Mane Event is our parish school’s annual 
fundraiser. Typically, the fundraising efforts 
culminate in a festive evening of socializing and 
fellowship. Like so many things this year, the 2020 
Mane Event will look and feel different, but that 
doesn’t mean the fundraiser is any less crucial to the 
success of our school. In fact, the school is relying on 
your generosity even more than ever! 

Each year, students raise thousands of dollars by 
bringing in spare change from around the house 
or by hosting neighborhood lemonade stands. 
The students also get involved by creating unique 
artwork and mementos for the auction and by 
creating class projects, such as Advent calendars and 
custom wood puzzles that are included in our silent 
auction.
     
Proceeds from the Mane Event are used to fund programs 
and much-needed equipment that directly benefit STM 
Catholic students, enhancing their learning opportunities. 
In past years, specific purchases from Mane Event 
proceeds have included a new Lego Robotics lab, mobile 
Mac and iPad carts, textbooks, sound equipment for the 
gym and stage area, and security system improvements 
such as biometric identification software, enhanced 
cameras and security doors at the school’s main entrance. 

keeping stm catholic first rate

The school also tithes 10% of the Mane Event proceeds 
to the Church. The students choose charities to receive 
donations from the Children’s Charity Account. This 
provides students with an example of faithful stewardship 
of treasure and an opportunity to take part in it.

The proceeds of this year’s Mane Event will go to support 
the school’s operations. With the financial and health 
challenges facing our entire community at this time, STM 

STM Catholic Students at the 2019 Main Event.

Mane Event 2020

Be a Guardian Angel for our School!
All donations are tax-deductible and can be made online at www.aesbid.org/elm/stm20 or delivered to the School 
Main Office. Visit the Mane Event page on the School Website stmcatholic.org for more information on how you 
can support our parish school! 
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Catholic has already undertaken extraordinary measures 
to protect the health and safety of our staff, teachers, 
students and their families, while making in-person 
instruction possible in these unprecedented times. The 
administration, faculty and staff at STM Catholic have 
worked tirelessly to help our students return to the 
classroom. 

We are so blessed by the creativity and enthusiasm of 
our school personnel, but they cannot do it alone. They 
need your help to keep our school operating by raising 
funds required for things like upgrading our WiFi network, 
re-stocking copy paper and toner, art room supplies, and 
science lab supplies.

If we are fortunate enough to exceed our fundraising goal 
of $150,000, the excess funds will go to the St. Thomas 
More School and Parish Financial Assistance program. 

The STM community values Catholic education and 
aims to ensure that every family who desires a Catholic 
education for their children can make that a reality. For the 
2020-2021 school year, STM Catholic has paid out nearly 
$180,000 in tuition assistance, ensuring that 88 additional 
children can attend our wonderful school. The demand 
for tuition assistance has increased nearly 50% since last 
year, and we expect the need for financial assistance to 

continue. With your generosity, we can keep STM Catholic 
a first-rate Catholic school and welcome families who 
otherwise would be unable to afford a Catholic education.
 
We are so grateful to all who have attended and supported 
the Mane Event over the years, enabling wonderful things 
to happen at our school every day. While we will be unable 
to gather at a gala this year, you will still see STM Catholic 
students selling raffle tickets at Mass and participating in 
other fun events at school, all in the name of school spirit 
and charity. 

In addition, we will host a silent auction on line, where 
you can purchase some of the most popular Mane Event 
items, such as front row at Christmas Mass, Principal for a 
Day, and a reserved parking spot at church for Mass every 
weekend for a year! And for anyone who enjoys a game 
of golf, we are happy to announce a round of golf with 
Archbishop Aquila will be included in the silent auction. 
We hope we can count on Guardian Angels like you to 
contribute just as generously this year, when the events 
may feel different but the need is just as great. 

Donations are tax-deductible and can be made online at 
www.aesbid.org/elm/stm20 or delivered to the school 
office. Stay tuned for more information about the silent 
auction and other ways to support the Mane Event. u

You and your family are invited to join us on a Pilgrimage of Mercy 
beginning this September through January, 2021!

To begin your Pilgrimage of Mercy, pick up your passport from the Information Cove 
or call the parish office to request one to be sent to you. Details on how to participate 
are available on our website and in the Information Cove. You will keep track of your 
acts of mercy using a “Works of Mercy” card and then have your passport stamped 
each month for all five months. A grand prize drawing will be held for those with all 
five months stamped. The grand prize winner will join Monsignor Tom on a pilgrimage 
to Chimayo, NM and other sites in Colorado and New Mexico in April 2021. A separate 
drawing and prize will be held for our 17 year old and younger youth.
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The Lion’s Roar
News From Around the School

stm catholic school

News From Around the School
By STM Catholic School Faculty & Staff 

Goodbye Mrs. Cincilla

After fourteen years with STM Catholic, Mrs. Cheryl 
Cincilla is retiring from STM Catholic. Mrs. Cincilla spent 
seven years teaching Kindergarten before spending 
seven years teaching First Grade. Prior to joining the STM 
Catholic staff, Mrs. Cincilla was active in the Parent’s Day 
Out program when her daughter attended. 

Mrs. Cincilla has been so influential in the lives of her 
students. She is a light to all who entered her classroom. 
Students flocked to her, knowing they were loved and 
respected. Parents continually expressed their respect for 
her time and devotion to helping students who needed 
extra time and attention. Mrs. Cincilla will be greatly 
missed this year. u

Familiar Faces Join STM Catholic’s 
Faculty

This fall, STM Catholic is pleased to announce the addition 
of two new faculty members. Mrs. Annelie Herrera joins 
the First Grade team and Mr. Mike Jackson has been 
added to the Middle School Math team. 

Both Mrs. Herrera and Mr. Jackson have long roots with 
STM Catholic and a strong commitment to Catholic 
education. Mrs. Herrera sons graduated from STM 
Catholic before attending Regis Jesuit. 

Mrs. Herrera joins the Elementary School team after 
teaching nine years in the Parent’s Day Out and Preschool 
Programs. 

Prior to moving to Preschool, Mrs. Herrera taught 
bilingual Kindergarten for five years. She received 

Mrs. Cincilla with Ms. Wolf at STM Catholic.

her Education degrees and certifications through the 
California State University school system before relocating 
to Colorado. STM Catholic is thrilled Mrs. Herrera’s in 
depth experience with both STM Catholic and Preschool/
Elementary Education will enhance our team. 

Mr. Jackson is not only a veteran STM parent, he was with 
us a majority of last year as a long-term Math substitute 
teacher. He resumes this role full time in the fall. Mr. 
Jackson comes to STM Catholic with 19 years’ experience 
in insurance and logistics. 

His knowledge of intricate formulas, timelines and 
resource allocation, make him a phenomenal asset to 
our Middle School Math Department. He has a BA in 
Psychology and is pursuing his Master’s in Education with 
an additional BA in Math. 

Please join us in warmly welcoming Mrs. Herrera and Mr. 
Jackson to their new positions. u
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As we work our way through the 2020 elections and its 
impact on our Catholic lives and values, it is important to 
remember children are also interested in the election. 

Some children will be very interested in learning about 
the candidates and issues. Other will express concern over 
what they are hearing in their community. 

Still other children may not be vocal on their opinions, but 
will still be listening to the conversations around them. It 
is important we help our children process and discern the 
information they are hearing. 

World Vision offers the following suggestions in talking 
with children on the election:

Make your information age appropriate. 

Do not overwhelm your child with information they are 
not old enough to process.

Teach your children about the role of elections 
and government. 

There are several books and videos written for younger 
children available at your public library or on the Internet.

Help your child express how they feel. 

Be aware if media coverage or discussions with family and 
friends induce stress in your child. Help them understand 
and validate their feelings.

Help your child form their own opinions. 

For older children and teens, ask why they feel this way. 
Or ask what they think about this or that situation. For 
younger children, take larger community issues and discuss 

Kids and Politics

them in situations that are relevant to them. Ask them 
about rules at school or home and what their opinions are. 

Show children how to get involved. 

Explain that just because they are not old enough to 
vote, does not mean they cannot get involved. Find an 
age appropriate issue and have your child write to the 
city council, governor or their principal explaining their 
position.

Explain why people get upset during election 
time. 

Emotions run high during election season and children are 
acutely aware of tensions in their social circles. Help them 
understand why Mom and Grandpa got upset with each 
other when they talked about the elections. 

Explain that people can disagree over political issues and 
still love each other.

Instill values and ethics in your children and teach 
them how to use them in making decisions. 

As Catholics, we are blessed with strong values. Show your 
children how you use your Catholic values to make election 
decisions.

Find a balance between protecting your children 
and empowering them to express their opinions. 

Be careful not to over shield your children from election 
coverage. They will be exposed to aspects of the election 
wherever they go. 

Inform them using age appropriate means and empower 
them to form their own opinions. 

Teach kindness. 

Teach your child to not listen to the unkind words they will 
hear from campaigns. Teach them to talk with respect and 
dignity. 

Help them focus on the issues and candidate platforms 
(in age appropriate ways), instead of expressing unkind 
thoughts on individual people.

For more information and other ideas, please see 
worldvision.org “Ten Tips for How to Talk With Your Kids 
About the 2020 Election.” u

how to help make sense of the 2020 elections

      It is important
      we help our 
children process 
and discern the 
information they 
are hearing.
“
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The Spark

middle school & high school youth

Missed Traditions Bring New Grace 
summer 2020 with stm youth ministry

Note from Greg Johnson: This summer STM Youth 
Ministry has looked and felt much different than the 
typical summer. 

Normally the summer ministry is filled with large events 
including a pool party, beach bash at Cherry Creek 
Reservoir, a week long Life with a Mission Retreat, field 
trips to Elitches, Water World and Rockies Faith Day and 
a mission trip to Winter Park to help lead a Bible Sports 
Camp. 

All these amazing opportunities that usually see 
anywhere from 50-100 youth attending have been 
canceled due to circumstances we are all tired of speaking 
of co.. cov.. cough cough..(pun intended) fine lets say it, 
COVID-19. We have been forced to adjust the way we do  
ministry and what to offer. 

One of the blessings that has come out of this summer 
are the on campus campouts. We held campouts outside 

on the fields, behind the school gym with a limit of 25. It 
was an amazing time for youth, myself and our leaders to 
come together and enjoy the community we long for during 
this time! 

Two siblings who have attended campouts this summer 
wanted to share their experiences. u

By Izzy Davies
7th Grade Student

The youth group campouts this summer have been great. I 
enjoy them because I can see all my friends that I couldn’t 
see over quarantine. 

During the campout you can participate in many fun games 
like kickball, wall ball, volleyball and other fun games. 
Later in the night it is great fun to talk with my friends and 
have s’mores and candy. When everyone wakes up in the 
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morning, we get an amazing 
breakfast that includes donuts, 
oatmeal, cinnamon rolls, and 
poptarts. 

Overall, the youth group 
campouts have been a 
highlight of my summer. u

By Ryder Davies
8th Grade Student

I have really liked the campouts 
through STM’s Youth Group 
this summer.  

The campouts have allowed 
me to see my friends and hang 
out this summer. I have really 
appreciated that. 

We play games, spend some 
time in prayer, and hang out 
with our friends in the tents at 
night.  

We always grill and have 
s’mores later in the night. I 
have also gotten really good at 
setting up tents this summer!  

I am really happy we have been 
able to camp together over the 
summer. u
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By Sabrina Vizurraga
High School Student

When I look back on the 
past year of my life, I see 
growth. I see growth in 
my actions and words. I 
see it in my prayer life. 

I know that this is 
because of my Alternative 
Summer Break to Peru in 
2019. There’s a lot I can 
say about my trip. 

It was life-changing 
in every single way 
possible. I will do my 
best to not make this an 
autobiography. 

“You are only confined 
by the walls you build 
yourself.” 

The irony of this quote 
is that I was pushed far 
outside of my comfort 
zone while building a 
wall. 

Last summer I was given the incredible opportunity 
of traveling to Peru for a mission trip with one catch: I 
couldn’t bring my phone. 

Meaning, no escapes from talking with David Tschumper. 
I won’t deny it; I thought about how no one would get to 
“like” and “view” my selfies at the top of Machu Picchu. 
This was definitely going to be an alternative summer 
break. “FOMO” or “fear of missing out” set in.
 
Then I realized the relationship I had with my phone. In 
elementary school, I remember being jealous of my lucky 
friends who received their phones first. 

But after I had been gifted mine, I wanted to throw it 
out the window. Even though I was getting that rush of 
adrenaline every time someone liked my post, it never 
was enough. 

I would continue to crave more and more of it. I felt so 
wasted away waiting for my life to happen on a screen. 

I knew that leaving my 
phone behind would do 
me far much more good 
than bad. 
 
Not only did I have to 
leave my phone behind, 
but I also left my 
personal space, comfort 
zone and privacy. I also 
left  99% of my makeup 
collection and was 
limited to only  two 
items of makeup (Shout 
out to former youth 
minister Sue Lythgoe for 
that one). 

I knew I’d be working 
with some chicos 
guapos, so this honestly 
was more upsetting 
than leaving my phone 
at home. 

However, the thought 
of not having to take 
the extra baggage 
of followers and 
likes based on my 

appearance was purifying. 
 
As Christians, we don’t get to take the easy route in life. 
In fact, we are promised great sufferings. We are called to 
sacrifice. We are called to love as God has loved us. 

I learned so much about love and what it means to be a 
Christen on my trip. My sacrifices, giving up my phone 
and makeup, were just the start to that journey. They 
may have only been mere physical items, but no sacrifice 
is too small for God. 

On the morning of my flight, I was ready to drop the 
2,000-pound load my 129-gram phone had given me. 
I said goodbye to my phone with zero tears. For over 12 

Trading FOMO for Mission
reflecting on asb peru one year later

Sabrina Vizurraga in Peru.

       No sacrifice is 
       too small for 
       God. “
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days, I would not touch it. 
That temptation to get on 
my phone was 3,899 miles 
away from me. 

The second I set foot 
outside of the airplane, 
I felt at home. The 
humidity, the language – 
you name it – everything 
felt so welcoming and so 
perfect. Almost like I had 
visited this pais extranjero 
before.

Without my phone, I 
was forced to just be in 
the present moment. 
No Snapchats. No texts. 
No distractions. I felt so 
liberated.

Normally I am a very shy 
and quiet person, but 
in Peru I was pushed far 
outside of my comfort 
zone by having to greet 
all the Peruvian neighbors 
with a hug and kiss on the cheek. 

To be honest, I rarely ever greeted my own neighbors 
(and they speak the same language as me). Rather 
than using my phone to avoid those initially awkward 
moments of small talk, I found myself speaking with my 
peers. 

When it was in Spanish, I definitely embarrassed myself 
when I said anos instead of años. When it was in English, 
I definitely embarrassed myself. 

No matter the language, the conversations were fruitful. 
They were joyful and carried out laughter. 
 
I truly loved every minute of my time in Peru. I loved 
the heavy traffic, the disorderly driving and the rowdy 
honking. (However, I would not be able to say the same if 
I were the one driving.)  

In Pamplona, the scent of mud and gosh-knows-what  
greeted me and my hard day of work ahead. I looked 
forward to the 150 steps we had to climb. 

I looked forward to the heavy jugs of water I had to carry. 
I even looked forward to the tedious cleaning out of 
buckets filled with cement. I was eager to help in any way 
I could. 
 
At the end of our work days when I got back to the 
convent I was staying in, I could only reflect on what had 

happened throughout my day. 

Instead of wasting time on my phone looking at other 
people’s lives, I was looking at my own. I no longer had 
“FOMO” because I was absorbing every minute. 

I spent my time writing in my journal or talking to my 
best friend and roommate, Ashlyn. 

Our relationship became so much more vulnerable 
and open. Having a meaningful conversation in person 
will always beat a conversation over text, however 
meaningful.
  
In essence, I had never experienced such joy and peace. 
Being away from a superficial world gave a deeper 
meaning to life. 

Removing myself from my phone cultivated my 
relationships with myself, strangers, friends and God.

To those of you considering ditching  your phone or 
social media, remember that you might miss texts and 
Snapchats, but the alternative is missing your life.

If you are considering going on a mission trip, take this 
as a sign. Reach out to David Tschumper at 303.220.3388 
x1 or youth@stthomasmore.org or Cheyenne Secor at 
303.220.3388 x5 or cheyennes@stthomasmore.org for 
more information on these life-changing trips. u

STM Youth at work while on mission trip to Peru. 
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MORAL PRINCIPLES DO NOT 
DEPEND ON A MAJORITY VOTE.
WRONG IS WRONG
EVEN IF EVERYBODY IS WRONG.

RIGHT IS RIGHT 
EVEN IF NOBODY IS RIGHT.

– Ven. Fulton Sheen

ST. THOMAS MORE
8035 S Quebec St | Centennial, CO 80112
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