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our pastor’s message

Answering the Call
a new chapter in church history

Just last month I mentioned that I was 
going on the annual priests’ retreat. I 
have often said that I would hope that 
all take advantage of a retreat often in 
their lives, if not yearly. It can refocus 
us, renew us and fill us with the grace 
and determination to go forth and 
let our lives not only be different but 
make a difference.

Well, by the grace of God, Archbishop 
Aquila has asked that throughout 
the Archdiocese of Denver this year 
we offer a type of retreat experience 
to all the faithful of the Church of 
Denver, whose souls he cares and 
looks out for in the carrying out of his 
pastoral role. 

Whether we are in a large parish 
or small, in the city, the mountains 
or the plains, we are all going to be 
receiving an Advent spiritual gift of a 
retreat nature as every priest is being 
asked to speak on the same things at 
each of the Sunday Masses of Advent. 
The topic . . . the KERYGMA.

That mysterious word is one that we should have all 
actually heard and possess something of an understanding 
of in that it means “message.” 

In particular for Christians it is the message of the good 
news, the Gospel if you will. It is the basis of life, death, 
heaven and hell. And it is the meaning and purpose for 
us to believe in Jesus Christ, to trust Him to carry out the 
mission of redemption for us all, and to give impetus to us 
responding to His call to be disciples.

If perchance you missed a Sunday or were not present 
in the Archdiocese for that weekend’s Mass, I would 
encourage you to look at any of the various parishes 
recorded homilies for that weekend to be up on the full 

message. It will be broken into four specific elements.

The first talks about the beauty and wonder of creation. 
How God is the author of all that is, and why He actually 
did create the marvel of our world and universe, not to 
mention ourselves.

The second element of the message explains how the 
wonder and beauty of God’s creation can seemed to have 
gone so wrong. Why is there sin and death? Why is there 
sorrow and regret? 

What on earth was God thinking that things could go 
so astray from what we would think is a perfect world? 
Is there any way to explain the anger, hatred, division, 
bitterness and despair that seems to fill our world today, if 
not our hearts and homes?

St. Thomas More Statue ready to greet Christmas visitors in 2018. 
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Then we come to the very reason that the second person 
of the Divine Godhead took on our human nature and 
came to live among us. What was He thinking? Why did He 
seem to have lost control in that He ended up being nailed 
to a cross and dying a terrible, agonizing death? Does that 
seem like a Godly thing?

After spending time reviewing and reflecting on these 
three pieces of the kerygma, we are faced with the 
ultimate question. How does this affect me? What am I 
to do with this “GOOD NEWS” and how is it meant to be 
integral to the life I live? 

If you have been on a retreat, you might remember that 
they usually take you through a series of presentations 
that play out a theme and call for a response. We seldom 
leave a retreat comfortable going back to the same daily 
life, interests and activities we came with.

Something has to give. And it is the hope that over the 
Advent season we come to realize that as we approach the 
Christmas event, we cannot just do it as we did for the last 
many years. Our lives should be calling us to think, pray, 
give, receive, talk and reflect in a new and more grace 
filled way.

And part of the change and renewal that we are hoping 
to find in the Advent retreat experience is setting the 
stage for what is coming in the new year. Our archdiocese 

is going to be taking steps to 
enter into a process being 
done throughout the world in 
response to Pope Francis’ call 
to all bishops to involve their 
local Churches in a series of 
events that will be used for an 
international ecclesial process 
that is taking place over the 
next couple years. He is asking 
us to prepare for a worldwide 
synod event by having syndodal 
activities within the local 
Church. 

Now synod, like kerygma, is 
probably not a word you use 
on a daily basis. In brief, it is a 
calling together of individuals or 
groups for a listening to what is 
and what is to be. 

In particular, in this case it is 
meant to be an invitation for 
faithful the world over to enter 
into a deeper experience of 
prayer and reflection and share 
with the local ordinary what is 
being heard from the Holy Spirit 
in those prayers. 

It is directed by guidance as to what particular questions, 
areas, or topics we are calling the Holy Spirit to lead us 
in. And in response to information gathered at the parish, 
then diocesan wide, material will then be sent to a national 
venue in preparation for what the US Bishops will send on 
to Rome in preparation for the 2023 Synod. 

The local parish phase will include sessions during the first 
part of next year, over the course of a few weeks. You will 
be given an opportunity to participate in this part of the 
worldwide process and I cannot emphasize enough the 
importance for us to all be praying for a fruitful, prayerful 
and insightful effort here to help set the stage for what 
follows. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will fill the Church of Denver with 
the fire of God’s love and wisdom. And pray that we have a 
tremendous response from our faith family when given the 
opportunity to be a part of this important chapter in the 
history of God’s Church. 

May God bless us, this Christmas and throughout the 
coming year. u

– Msgr. Tom

A Christmas greeter at Christmas Mass 2014
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Christmas Eve 
4:00pm & 6:30pm  

Midnight Mass 12:00am 

Celebrate Christmas with Us!

Christmas Day
7:00am, 8:30am,  

10:30am & 12:30pm



6          More Informed  

Christmas Mass 2017.

Fr. Fred McCallin celebrating Christmas in the Padre in 
the mid 80s. 

Parish Staff 2009 Christmas Party in the Padre. 

STM Catholic School's 2016 Rockin’ Royal Christmas holiday program. 

Christmas has always been a highlight throughout St. 
Thomas More's 50 year history. It's a time for us to gather 
as a community and make many special memories as we 
celebrate the birth of Christ. 

We are happy to share these photos from parishioners and 
our archives. If you have photos or stories you would like to 
submit, please email moreinformed@sthomasmore.org or 
visit the parish office with your photos. u

memories from our parishioners
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The Rapp Family greet Christmas visitors with song 
in 2014.

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party 2014

St. Nicholas greets young parishioners in 2019.

Conga line at the CRHP Christmas Party in 2013. 

RE 2005 Christmas Pageant.

STM Catholic School Christmas Dress Down Day 2018. 

A young parishioner prepares poinsettias in the 
Sanctuary for Christmas Mass in 2017.



8          More Informed  

By Dick Rapp

The Angel Tree Program has been an 
active prison ministry program here 
at St. Thomas More for the past 34 
years, brought to STM by then new 
parishioners, Dick and Nancy Rapp. 

We were one of the first Colorado 
churches in 1987 to join this national 
program of Prison Fellowship to help 
moms and dads in prison to give 
Christmas gifts for their children. This is 
something that prisoners cannot do on 
their own. So they sign up their children 
for this program and churches have the 
opportunity to collect gifts and deliver 
them to children as if it is coming from 
the mom or dad. 

Having your mom or dad or both in 
prison can be a sad, lonely, shameful 
and hurtful situation for children, 
especially at Christmas time. Angel Tree helps to heal 
the hurt and family relationships because the inmate 
communicates their care for their children through 
Angel Tree.

This program is a real, joyful blessing for our parish 
and parishioners. Over the 34 years our parish 

In Kindness and Love
history of angel tree

has participated in this prison ministry, thousands of 
parishioners have generously purchased gifts on behalf of 
prisoners for their children and hundreds of parishioners 
have volunteered to carry out the program and to deliver 
the gifts to the families of inmates. 

Over the years, 7,000 children have received gifts worth 
$350,000 through our parish.

STM parents have been given an 
opportunity to teach their children to 
be a Good Samaritan by getting a gift for 
another child instead of only expecting 
one for themselves. 

Also, families that deliver the gifts 
have an opportunity to teach their 
children about families and children 
that may not look like their typical white 
suburban neighborhood. 

Personally, I remember taking my 
preschool son to deliver gifts to a poorer 
neighborhood in Denver. He wasn’t too 
sure about going into a home when 
we were invited in but I think that was 
one of the experiences that lead to Fr. 
Mike Rapp becoming a priest that has a 
special love for the poor.

Angel Tree Coordinators Suzy Evans,  Dick Rapp and  Pat Corder distributing gift tags for 
children of prisoners in 2009.

Dick and his daughter Marcia during the first Angel Tree gift drive in 1987.
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Each year we receive letters of appreciation from moms 
and dads in prison who we helped through Angel Tree.

An incarcerated mom named Shannon wrote:  “Words 
alone will never be able to thank the people of Angel Tree. 
You are all truly blessings from God and I will never forget 
how you have blessed my children with very nice gifts that 
brightened their Christmas. Thank you for being there for 
my children when I was not able.”

A dad named David wrote:  “Angel Tree gives those of us in 
prison an old forgotten feeling inside that of knowing that 
some people do not judge us but care enough to dedicate 
their time, kindness and generosity towards us and our 
families. Thank you all for your kindness and love." 

Children prepare to deliver Angel Tree Gifts in 2003. 

Besides helping the children of 
prisoners, our parish expanded the 
Angel Tree program to help local young 
people in children’s homes. 

In 2005, one of our parishioners alerted 
us of a special need at the Denver 
Children’s Home. The corporate sponsor 
who had purchased Christmas gifts for 
the sixty children living there was not 
able to continue their program. 

So we added getting the sixty gifts 
to our Angel Tree program. Again, 
generous parishioners came through and 
purchased the gifts.

Since then we are annually helping 
the Denver Children’s home and other 
children’s homes and organizations that 
mentor needy and troubled children 
such as the Griffin Centers for Children, 
Mount St. Vincent’s and Excelsior Girls. 

Since 2005, our parishioners have provided 5,000 
Christmas gifts worth over $150,000 to these children.

God has blessed us with a very generous parish 
community. I thank God for our faithful parishioners and 
for our four pastors who have supported the Angel Tree 
program. 
 
Also, many thanks to my program co-leaders of twenty 
years, Pat Corder and Suzy Evans and many key volunteers 
such as Jim and Jan Zapapas and Nancy Rapp. u

Parishioners browse Angel Tree tags in the Narthex in 2019.Collecting Angel Tree gifts with St. Nicholas in 2010.
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By Hannah Crites

Over the years, we have 
been so blessed by 
the generosity of our 
parishioners as they offer 
their time, talent and 
treasures to help our local 
community for the better.

Project 600 is one initiative 
by the STM Youth Ministry 
Department that highlights 
this.
 
Every year, about 400 
students from eight Denver 
Public Schools and low 
income Catholic Schools 
leave their school for 
the day and ride a bus to 
St. Thomas More for an 
unforgettable Christmas 
Party. 

There are face painters, 
jugglers, songs, cookies, entertainment, crafts and an 
opportunity to meet Santa Claus. 

At the end of the party, they are given gifts donated by 
STM parishioners from the toy drive the month leading up 
to the party. 

Spreading Christmas Cheer
project 600

“It’s a unique program,” said David Tschumper, Director of 
Youth Ministry, “You have a Catholic Youth Ministry and 
Church serving public schools in a unique way. It’s not a 
religious event. But we are saying ‘Merry Christmas’ and 
bringing them physically to the church building. In today’s 
climate, that’s very rare. We are simply serving them and 
being lights of the world to them.” 

Project 600 in 2013.

Project 600 in 2009 Kelley Contreras singing with children in 2017.
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Project 600 started in 1987 as Project 100 by Bob Rickard 
and Alvina Crouse. Bob was a Youth Minister at STM and 
Alvina was a principal in the Denver Public Schools. 

That first year, 100 children were bussed in from DBS 
to St. Thomas More and were met with cookies, food, a 
chance to meet Santa Clause and gifts to bring home. The 
gifts were donated by parishioners who wanted to offer 
them a wonderful memory of the Christmas season as 
many of the children came from low income, crime ridden 
neighborhoods.  

Bill and Jean Ann Palmer took the reins and brought it to 
a “more professional level” by strategizing the flow and 
organization of the event with stations that the classes 
rotated through. 

Project 600 Christmas Party volunteers in 2018.

Wrangling 400 four and five year old children 
is not easy. David credits the Palmers for 
helping the overall flow of the event. 

Now, 34 years later, children are still visiting 
St. Thomas More from their schools to 
participate in a Christmas Party. The largest 
parties hosted at STM had over 700 students 
at once. 

In all, STM Youth Ministry annually collects 
about $20,000 worth of gifts, has over 
100 volunteers that help whether it’s with 
wrapping presents, planning the event or 
attending the Christmas Party. 

Since the party falls on a school day, high 
school volunteers will take the day off school 
(near the close of the semester) to make the 
children’s Christmas magical.

David was unsure that Youth Ministry would 
be able to do Project 600 in 2020 as a result 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. But parishioners still wanted 
to give. Instead of doing a full Christmas party, gifts were 
wrapped by volunteers then delivered to the schools. 

This year, Project 600 Christmas Party is back with students 
bussing in from around Denver ready to celebrate the joys 
of Christmas. u

Fr. Michael Walsh and Alvina Crouse at Project 600 in the mid 90's. CELEBRATE 
LIFE RALLY 
AND MARCH 
Saturday, 
January 15, 2022
Colorado State Capitol
Rally - 1:00 p.m.
March - 2:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE!

respectlifedenver.org

       •  HO
N

O
RIN

G COURAGEOUS MOTHER
S

   
   

    
CELEBRATE LIFE 2022
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Giving from our Hearts

                                          Amount    % of Total 
Local                           $  352,048                67.4%
National                65,650                 12.6%
International                                 56,000                 10.7% 
State                                                 48,488                   9.3%

                                                      $   522,586            100.0%  

                                          Amount    % of Total 
Poor                         $   230,000                44.0%
Education                                               82,000                15.7%
Mission                                65,300                12.5%
Religious                                62,438                11.9% 
Social Concerns                               44,000                  8.4% 
Outreach, Children & Youth             38,848                  7.4%

                                          $  522,586            100.0%  

general charity fund by cause

fiscal year 2020–2021

 Poor   Education   Mission   Religious    Social Concerns 
 Outreach, Children & Youth

 Local   National  International  State

67.4%

9.3%
10.7%

12.6%

helped the impoverished, 
fed the hungry,  

clothed the needy,
& sheltered the homeless

$230,000

$65,300

photo from Christ in the City

supported the spread of the 
 Good News of the Gospel & the 

love of Jesus Christ

44.0%

15.7%

12.5%

11.9%
8.4% 7.4%

photo from Regina Caeli Hermitage

general charity fund 
by geography
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                                          Amount    % of Total 
International                          $    7,320                51.9%
Local                                                  5,480                38.8% 
National                 1,200                  8.5%                 
State                                      100                  0.7%

                                                      $   14,100             100.0%  

children’s charity fund  
by geography

 International  Local   National  State

                                          Amount    % of Total 
Children & Youth                           $     7,250               51.4%  
Poor                                  5,000                35.5%      
Mission & Outreach                 1,350                  9.6%
Social Concerns                    300                  2.1%
Education                                 200                  1.4% 

                                                      $   14,100            100.0%  

children’s charity fund  
by cause

supported our priests & religious, 
vocations of seminarians, novitiates 

& diaconate candidates

$62,438

51.4%35.5%

9.6%
1.4%2.1%

8.5%
0.7%

38.8% 51.9%

photo from Escuela de Guadalupe

$82,000
assisted schools to facilitate the 

provision of excellent, Christ-
centered education for their 

students

provided support of pro-life 
organizations’ activities to assist in 

the struggle to build a culture 
of life

$44,000

 Children & Youth   Poor   Mission & Outreach   
 Social Concerns    Education
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Total Operating Revenue                     $  8,799,091 
Total Operating Expenses                       (7,852,674) 

  Net Operating Income              $     946,417  
(For additional financial details, contact Dick Rapp at 303.770.1155.)  

*(Charity represents a goal of 10% or a tithe of offertory, which is typically distributed within 
the fiscal year. Children’s offertory is 100% distributed.)

fiscal year 2020–2021

Statement of Revenue & Expenses

revenue

expenses

 Offertory  School Tuition, Fundraiser & Other  
 PPP Loan Forgiveness   All Other Operating Revenue  

 Gifts & Bequests

 School Personnel & Operating  Parish Personnel Costs 
 Archdiocesan Assessments  Charity  

Parish Utilities, Maintenance & Insurance  All Other Expenses

32.6%

11.3%

41.7%

7.8%6.5%

7.2%
6.8%

30.0%

51.8%

3.4% 0.9%

      Amount    % of Total    
School Personnel & Operating $     3,271,852               41.7%
Parish Personnel Costs $     2,355,907               30.0%
Archdiocesan Assessments                          567,228                  7.2% 
Charity*            535,686                 6.8%
Parish Utilities, Maintenance & Insurance     513,388           6.5%
Capital Acquisitions - Operations                     257,699                  3.3%
Other Operating Expense          162,156                 2.1% 
Stewardship & Communications                      115,005                 1.5% 
Religious Education Programs             26,915                 0.3%
Social Concerns & Auxiliary Orgs                        19,858                  0.3%   
Youth Programs              10,635                 0.1%  
Marriage & Family Life               8,588                 0.1% 
Religious Goods Store               7,757                  0.1% 

Total Operating Expenses               $   7,852,674        100.0% 
 
Building Campaign Debt Principal 
  Payments           611,148
Building Campaign Debt Interest 
  Payments             12,572
Investment Expenses                                            11,087
Building Campaign Costs                   813 
Capital Acquisitions - Renovations                               0  
Total Expenses including 
Building Campaign Costs & 
Capital Acquisitions–Renovation    $  8,488,294 

                                   Amount    % of Total 
Offertory                     $     4,561,818               51.8%
School Tuition, Fundraisers & Other           2,896,003               32.6%
PPP Loan Forgiveness               994.900          11.3%
Archbishops’s Catholic Appeal Rebate             99,299                  1.1%
Other Revenue                                   86,463                  1.0%
Gifts & Bequests                                                  76,749                  0.9%
Religious Goods Store (Net of COGS)               44,845                  0.5% 
Religious Education Programs                           42,793                  0.5% 
Marriage & Family Life                  12,246                  0.2% 
Youth Programs                                    9,443                   0.1%
Interest                                      1,532                   0.0% 

Total Operating Revenue                    $  8,799,091            100.0% 

Building Fund Donations                                 185,125
Investment Interest & Gains/(Losses)           384,208      
Total Revenue including 
Investments & Building Fund      $     9,368,424
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finance council
Dave Burlage
Steve Corder

    Vickie Maher
    David Muir

Becky Schmid 
Mathew Schulz                

Msgr. Thomas Fryar*
Gary Hooper*
Dick Rapp*
Steve Bush*
Kendra Wilt*

*Staff members

Statement of Financial Position

Our Parish at a Glance

registered families at our parish

4,065

272
newly registered families

13,387
individual parishioners

88
active ministries & programs
with over 1,800 participants

sacramental ministry – 2020
  79  Baptisms
128  First Communions
182  Confirmations
  15  RCIA (Rite of Initiation)
  10  Marriages
315  Anointing of the Sick
  65  Funerals

Words can not express how much 
we appreciate you, our parishioners. 

You are the heart and soul of 
St. Thomas More.  

May God bless you abundantly!

THANK YOU!

Unrestricted Bank Accounts and Cash      $     3,346,491 
Restricted Bank Accounts                                      75,817 
Receivables, Advances, Deposits                       4,626 
Gift Shop Inventory                                    140,395 
Investments                                                 1,200,184 
Property and Equipment                              37,713,527 
Less: Accumulated Depreciation           (15,029,336)

Total Assets                                                    $  27,451,704         

Payroll Liabilities                    $         127,556 
Accounts and Other Payables               89,760 
Deferred Tuition and Other Income          1,379,640 

Total Liabilities                                       $      1,596,956 
 
Net Assets                                           25,241,431 
Current Period Changes to Net Assets           613,317 

Total Net Assets                                      $    25,854,748 
 
Total Liabilities & Net Assets        $   27,451,704 
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By Yvette Ramos

In the fall of 2022, the Office of Catechisis 
will be introducing a new children's faith 
formation model in addition to current 
programs called Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd (CGS). 

CGS is a catechetical program for children 
ages 3-12  rooted in Sacred Scripture, 
the liturgy and Montessori educational 
philosophy. 

It is an interactive form of catechesis where 
children explore with hands-on materials 
to understand the Bible and the Mass. This 
religious experience fosters the growth 
of the relationship between God and the 
child in a place specially prepared for the 
religious life of children called the atrium.

What is an atrium?

The atrium is a specially prepared 
environment of prayerful space that 
helps to nourish the relationship between 
God and the child. After a catechist has 
presented a theme, the child is free to 
choose materials to work with in which 
an encounter with the Holy Spirit and a 
conversation with God can take place. 

The atrium can be compared to a retreat 
house facilitating contemplation, silence 
and joy. It is a place for religious life, for community and 
worship—not a classroom for instruction. 

The atrium was the place in the early church where the 
catechumens were prepared. For the child, too, the atrium 
is a place of preparation for involvement in the larger 
worship community. 

In the fall of 2020, STM Catholic preschool created a 
level one atrium and have been using it as a part of the 
preschool curriculum.  

How does Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
differ from traditional forms of Faith Formation?

Sr. Mary Handmaid of the Lord and CGS cordinator in  
Corpus Christi, Texas said, “Traditional forms of Faith 
Formation attempt to explain to the child the mysteries 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
new children’s faith formation model at stm

of our faith. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd invites the 
child to enter into and explore the mysteries of our faith 
with Christ, the true Catechist.” 

CGS identifies 32 points of reflection that represent the 
principal aspects of the catechesis as they have emerged 
after more than fifty years of work with children. Some 
points include:
 

• The atrium is a place of prayer, in which work 
and study spontaneously become meditation, 
contemplation and prayer.

• The atrium is a place in which the catechist in not a 
teacher; the only Teacher is Christ. Both children and 
adults place themselves in a listening stance before 
His Word and seek to penetrate the mystery of the 
liturgical celebration.

• The catechist renounces every form of control (such 
as quizzes, tests, exams, etc.) in the spirit of poverty 

A child in a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd atrium. 
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before an experience whose fruits are not her/
his own.

• The only text the child receives is from the 
Bible. When sacred scripture is proclaimed, 
the only aim of the adult’s words is to 
discreetly serve the listening to God’s Word, in 
accordance with Jesus’ own statement in the 
gospel: “My teaching is not mine but his who 
sent me.” (John 7:16)

• The weekly atrium gatherings should last 
approximately two hours. Part of this time is 
dedicated to the catechist’s presentation, and 
most of the time is reserved for the personal 
work of the child.

What is Montessori inspired learning?

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd began in Rome 
in 1954 by Sofia Cavalletti, a Hebrew and biblical 
scholar, and by Gianna Gobbi, a Montessori 
educator. This methodology was constructed over 
years of working with and observing children, and it 
is inspired by the observations of Montessori. 

Dr. Maria Montessori, a devout Catholic, observed 
in children an innate religious potential and the 
capacity to naturally assimilate information from 
their surrounding environment and various stages of 
development characterized by physical, intellectual 
and spiritual growth. 

When placed in an environment conducive to 
growth, the child displayed tendencies towards 
order, concentration, capacity for silence, constancy 
of work and intellectual progress. 

A child receiving The Synthesis of the Mass presentation in a CGS atrium. 

Montessori observed the greatest 
growth when children participated in 
activities of their own choosing that 
mirrored real life events using tangible 
items with which to work that led to 
controlled movement, the ability to 
practice grace and courtesy with the 
environment and those sharing it, and 
the ability to repeat activities until the 
child was satisfied.

In children’s natural drive towards 
independence, they ask of the adults 
around them explicitly or indirectly, 
“Help me do it myself.” 

For more information about Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd, if you are 
interested in helping to make any of 
the materials or how to become a 
trained catechist, please contact Yvette 
Ramos at yvetter@stthomasmore.org 
or 303.770.0531. u

A child pouring water and wine into model cruets to prepare the model chalice 
in a CGS atrium.
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By Claudia Cangilla McAdam

Since the earliest days of the parish, music has 
been a vital part of celebrating liturgies at St. 
Thomas More. Today, nearly a dozen different 
choirs as well as cantors, keyboardists and 
instrumentalists comprise the tapestry that is 
the Music Ministry at STM.

Jeff McGarrity, Director of Music and Audio-
Visual Ministry, a position he has held since 
2007, explained that the role of music in the 
liturgy is “the glorification of God, worshipping 
and praising God the Father,  Son and Spirit, 
and the sanctification of the faithful, drawing 
those who sing or listen to the music to 
become more holy, more like Jesus in our 
thoughts, words and actions.”

Besides directing choirs, among the talents 
Jeff has shared with the parish through the 
years is serving as a pianist, organist, cantor and choir 
member. Jeff is well-positioned to sing the praises of 
those who have faithfully sung and played in the music 
ministry through the years, some of them for decades. 
“There are many individuals who contribute their 
musical gifts to making music ministry at STM vibrant 
and growing,” Jeff stated, “And there would not be 
music ministry were it not for the many hours that they 
joyfully give.” 

“The choir members, instrumentalists, directors, cantors 
and keyboardists love to praise the Lord through music. 

Fifty Years of Making Beautiful Music
music ministry at st. thomas more

CHALICE Christmas party in 1999.

They look forward to the next rehearsal or Mass and miss it 
when they aren’t able to serve together as happened during 
COVID.”

Gerry Cummins: 
A Golden Thread in STM Music Ministry

While many musicians have been part of the music scene at 
STM over its five decades, Gerry Cummins is a golden thread 
that was knotted into place in the earliest days of the parish, 
and fifty years later, she continues to weave her way through 
the church’s fabric of choirs.

Gerry was part of STM’s first Christmas, celebrated 
in 1971, when Roger Grandy brought people 
together to provide music for Mass held in the 
Walnut Hills Elementary School cafeteria. “We 
had rehearsed,” she said, “and got to the gym for 
midnight Mass, but the piano was locked away in a 
closet.” Parishioner and choir member Mary Wood 
lived a block away, and she had her daughter bring 
a guitar for accompaniment. And thus was born 
Caritas, the first choir in STM’s Music Ministry.

Gerry traced the progress of the parish’s physical 
location and the evolution of its music. She recalled 
the move to an office structure, the Hamilton 
Building. In addition to singing, Gerry the music 
instructor began to accompany the choir on an old 
organ she termed “vintage.”

Caritas Choir in 2009
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Magnificat Choir at 2014 parish Christmas concert.

In the post-Vatican II era, Gerry saw a new style of 
music enter into church, “Some was good,” she said, 
“some needed more work.” 

In the coming years, Gerry began to direct a 
children’s choir and she moved from singing in 
Caritas to becoming its accompanist, something 
she continues to do today. She recalled with great 
affection when Fr. Pat Dolan was the parochial vicar 
at STM and director of the choir. “He would arrange 
music, to great effect. He was also a composer, and 
he wrote a Mass for St. Thomas More.”

Today, Gerry also directs the Resurrection Choir at 
funerals. Its members see their ministry as offering 
consolation to bereaved family members and friends 
through music.

Gerry said her greatest joy is being able to play 
for Mass, whether it’s for a small funeral with just 
four people in attendance or a liturgy with a full 
congregation and she loves cranking out “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
on the organ. Is it any wonder that St. Thomas More has 
been through three organs?

Fellowship and Charity through Music: 
The Caritas Choir

Caritas, that first STM choir, has seen almost a dozen 
directors in its 50 years of existence and is currently 
directed by Jeff McGarrity. He described the choir as “a 
‘mixed’ or ‘SATB’ (soprano, alto, tenor and bass) choir that 
sings contemporary and classical choral music.”

“We currently have over 20 men and women in the group,” 
he said, “and what many people do not know about choirs 
is that the bond that grows through the corporate work of 
singing together extends to other areas of life. I see more 
‘senior’ choir members mentoring younger members, 
helping one another outside of rehearsal and growing in 
charity or ‘caritas’ as a result of singing in the choir.”

Something Bigger than Ourselves: 
The Festival Choir

In addition to directing Caritas, Jeff formed a “Festival 
Choir” in 2018 to celebrate Msgr. Tom’s 40th anniversary 
of ordination. The idea worked so well that this choir 
continues to sing at special times, such as at Mass on 
Independence Day, Christmas Day or for celebrations of 
the Sacraments like first communion or confirmation, as 
well as in a “Carolers Choir” on Christmas Eve.

“One of the blessings of this group is that singers from 
different choirs get to meet each other, and singers who 
aren’t part of a choir but who want to sing when they are 
able can have a chance to share their musical gifts,” he 
said. 

The directors of STM’s other choirs are equally admirable in 
their level of skill and depth of devotion. And their stories 
reveal the beauty of relationships that can form and go 
deeper than providing music for Mass.

Inspired by a Saint: 
The John Paul II Choir

One stellar example can be seen in the history of the John 
Paul II Choir, which was an offshoot of the original youth 
choir. Paul Tamburello served as the first director of this 
choir until the late Kelley Contreras took over the reins a 
year later, in about 1983.

Kelley was a member of the youth choir where in 1982, she 
met her husband Ed Contreras, whom she married in 1984. 
For nearly 40 years, Kelly immersed herself in the music 
ministry at the church, with the acoustic guitar as her 
primary instrument, until her untimely death in 2020. “Her 
playing of the guitar was rock-solid and skillful,” said Ed. “I 
still miss playing with her!”

Ed helped Kelley direct the John Paul II Choir, playing drums 
and other percussion instruments. His professional career 
in music has taken him around the world performing and 
teaching. “I believe musical language comes from God—it 
is a gift and should always be used as a gift.”

Ed recalled the “gift” presented to the music program by 
founding pastor Fr. Fred McCallin, who bought a set of 
drums to be used at Mass. “Father McCallin said, ‘If anyone 
gives you a hard time about playing drums at Mass, send 
them to me!’” Ed related.  After the choir’s opening song at 
Mass, Ed said that Fr. McCallin announced, “That ought to 
do it!”
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Throughout the years, the 
members of the JPII Choir 
became like a large family, 
evidenced in part by the 30 
instrumentalists and the 145 
singers present at Kelley’s 
funeral, including one 
former choir member who 
traveled from the UK to play 
at the Mass. 

Ed and Kelley’s son Josiah 
calls himself a “Youth 
Choir Kid.” At one time “I 
was ‘that child,’” he said, 
“running around the choir 
section” at rehearsals and 
Masses. Today, Josiah is a 
professional musician and 
composer who also directs 
the JPII choir, taking on the role after his mother’s death.

Both Ed and Josiah recalled with affection Fr. John Paul 
Leyba, who during his tenure at STM “would process down 
the aisle at a brisk pace after Mass, and thirty seconds 
later, be up in the choir section with his saxophone, 
praising God with us,” Josiah said.

A Life in Christ through Music: 
C.H.A.L.I.C.E.

Another marriage occurred through involvement with 
the choir CHALICE (Christians Having A Life in Christ’s 
Experience). David Dreher joined what was then the youth 
choir at STM in 1980. Since there was yet no youth group, 
this was a way for him “to meet people.”

“At that time, STM had two main choirs—a youth choir 
and an adult choir,” he said. “A group did not exist for 
parishioners in the 21-35 year-old range.” So, as youth 
“aged out” of the youth choir, they had nowhere to 
continue in music ministry; until David started CHALICE. 

The choir began singing at Masses in 1986. Celia, one of 
the first participants in the choir, became David’s wife. 
Today, Celia Dreher is the director of CHALICE. Celia shared 
that one of the roles of music in the liturgy “is to help 
congregants emote—it’s that simple. We are here to help 
folks bring their emotions to the surface so that they can 
reach that part of themselves that will bring them closer to 
God and the Holy Spirit.” 

Celia remembered that “the first time we really delved 
into the importance of the liturgical seasons was with 
[parochial vicar] Fr. Michael Pavlakovik. He really educated 
the whole music department at STM as to how to change 
the music with the seasons.”

Proclaiming the Greatness of the Lord: 
Magnificat Women’s Choir

The Magnificat choir began in 2005, and Marcy Stuhlsatz 
has been with the group since the very first practice. 
“We thought it a little symbolic that we began with 12 
members, symbolic of Jesus’ 12 apostles,” she said.

Sandra Ferraro, Magnificat’s first director, left the choir 
when her husband was ordained a deacon and was 
assigned to a parish, which she now attends with her 
family. Marcy had subbed for Sandra in the past, and she 
assumed the directorship of the choir this past summer.

“While we are a choir,” she explained, “we are first and 
more importantly a community of women. We are here to 
support each other, pray for each other and lift each other 
up. Then we add in the time to make music. Over the last 
16 years, we’ve grown in our ability and confidence and 
have been able to expand our music repertoire.”

“Our choir has been blessed to have worked with three 
wonderful pianists: Mary Dickinson, Karen Burlage, 
and currently, Jack Dinkel. They are extremely talented 
musicians, and we are forever grateful for the time and 
talent they give us.”

Brothers in Song
The Knights of Columbus Choir

The Knights of Columbus choir is comprised solely of men, 
about whom director Jeff Ruud said, “They work very hard 
to make beautiful music and that makes my job so easy.”

“As they say, ‘singing is praying twice.’ If you can get the 
members of the congregation to join you, then you’ve 
done your job. I consider it a privilege every time I cantor 
or sing with a choir. Having the opportunity to direct the 
Knights triples that.”

Kelley Contreras and the Youth Choir during a concert in the mid 1990's. 
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Jeff has participated in a number of the choirs at STM 
for more than two decades and counts among his most 
memorable moments special events such as the Holy 
Week Cantata that was performed for a few years and 
“The Seven Last Words of Christ” with the Caritas choir.

Directing the Knights, he said, brings him special joy 
because of the members’ dedication to the choir.

Heavenly Voices: 
Cherubim and Concordia Choirs

In 2008, Barbara Mervine was hired by then-pastor 
Fr. Andrew Kemberling to develop a children’s choir, 
Cherubim. 

“My music ministry with children is unique,” she said, “in 
that I do not utilize ‘children’s music,’ per se. I use the 
standard liturgical music for worship and augment it with 
music that I consider profound and meaningful to the 
congregation as a whole. I incorporate Gregorian Chant 
through recently-composed music within the liturgical 
year.”

A few years after beginning Cherubim, Barbara selected 
some leaders from that choir to provide music at Mass, 
Holy Hours, and other events in a group known as 
Seraphim. Several years later, that group evolved into an 
inter-generational choir called Concordia.

Barbara sings professionally, and she and her husband 
Ken have given many concerts and recitals throughout the 
country. She has also worked with well-known composers 
of religious music and “Each leader with whom I have 
had the honor of working has brought special gifts to the 
worship experience.” It’s a gift she is perpetuating in her 
work with STM’s Music Ministry.

“Ring a New Song to the Lord”: 
The STM Handchimes Choir

When Fran Roselli moved to Colorado in 2015 and 
began attending STM, she became a cantor and joined 
Magnificat. “Once I discovered the parish had handchimes, 
I suggested the start of a new Handchimes Choir,” she said. 
That choir debuted in 2016.

“The Handchimes Choir added another layer of prayer and 
beauty to the Mass. It was another way to praise God in all 
His glory.”

In addition to playing at Masses, this group plays in the 
narthex on Christmas Eve before Mass. “They play on their 
own without my assistance,” she explained, “because I 
travel to Pennsylvania every year to see my family. They 
always do a great job, and I am so proud they could do 
this.”

Unfortunately, due to health issues, Fran had to resign as 
director of the choir this past summer.  The parish plans to 
start up the Handchimes Choir in the future, so stay tuned!

Extollere

Since 2015, the group Extolerre has played praise and 
worship music at about three STM Masses a month. 
Michael Young heads this ensemble whose roots go back 
to some members playing music for the Sunday evening 
Mass at Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception in the early 2000s.

Michael said that the goal of Extolerre is to help 
parishioners find a deeper experience of Jesus, particularly 
during the Eucharist through contemporary praise music. 
“I hope we can provide a ministry outlet, to move hearts 
to be more open to receive the Risen Lord in the Bread of 
Life, the Holy Eucharist,” Michael said.

Jeff McGarrity frequently gets asked if it’s “too late” to 
join a choir. “It’s never too late,” he said. “The groups are 
actively seeking new members, so if the Holy Spirit inspires 
you to explore the possibility of participating in music 
ministry, please reach out to me or walk up to a choir after 

Handchime Choir performs in the Narthex before Christmas Eve Mass in 
2018. 

Cherubim choir in 2014.
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Mass and ask about sitting in on a rehearsal 
to see if the group is a good fit.”

Keyboardists, Cantors and 
Instrumentalists, Oh My!

In addition to the choirs who serve St. 
Thomas More, a number of pianists, 
organists, cantors and instrumentalists have 
shared their gifts over the past 50 years. 

Emblematic of the family nature of the 
music ministry at STM is Debbie Davies, who 
around age seven became a part of Gerry 
Cummins’ children’s choir. 

Before the church building was constructed, 
Debbie would sing and friend Jim Rosack 
would play the organ at Masses celebrated in 
what is now known as McCallin Hall. “Looking 
back, I am amazed at the trust they put in a 
couple of 13–14-year-olds,” she said.

Debbie also pointed to her experience with CHALICE as 
crucial to her own growth in the communal life of the 
Church. “We have done so much of life together,” she 
said of the choir members. “We started when we were all 
single. We have dated, gotten married and had children 
together. Music ministry and my faith are the very fabric of 
my life.”

Trained as a classical pianist, Karen Burlage explained 
that her “passion for music and desire to share God’s gift 
[of music]” led her to begin playing the piano at the STM 
7:00am Mass and then to serve as the regular pianist for 
several choirs: Magnificat, the Knights of Columbus and 
now CHALICE while also playing for school Masses and 
Christmas programs during her 30 years at STM.

Karen shared that her favorite memories have been when 
“musicians and singers come together at large events 
to praise God – the combined Christmas concerts we've 
done…the Stations of the Cross cantata, Kelley Contreras's 
funeral. I always hope that's what music is like in heaven 
– with so many coming together to make beautiful music 
and praise God!”

Pat Beauchamp, who began playing the organ and piano 
at STM in 1997, shared, “I’ve devoted myself to the music 
ministry at STM because music not only provides an 
integral part of services, it brings me joy to accompany.” 

She, like Gerry Cummins, recalled serving in the Music 
Ministry under Fr. Pat Dolan. “He is such a talented 
musician. It was fun and ‘out-of-the-box’ singing and 
accompanying in Caritas during his assignment at STM.”

While many involved in music ministry at STM have been 
serving for decades, the next generation of music ministers 

has also begun to appear and take their place alongside 
the many “veterans” here.  
A prime example is Jack Dinkel, a 2010 graduate of STM 
Catholic, who began playing at school Masses when he was 
in seventh grade.  His experience serving at Mass illustrates 
the way that liturgical music can touch the heart. 

“I always liked piano,” Jack shared, “but truthfully, I didn't 
come to love it until I began playing liturgical music. It 
opened up to me a whole new style of improvisation, 
expression and deeper meaning to the music.”

New members who become part of the choirs and who 
serve as cantors, keyboardists and instrumentalists are the 
key to seeing that the music ministry at STM thrives for 
another 50 years. 

Through their involvement, those musicians may reap the 
same joy Jeff has experienced through the years, blessings 
he said are summed up in the beginning of the song “O 
God Beyond All Praising”:

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs can not repay…

“Can music help us contemplate or find a deeper prayer 
life?” asked Michael Young. “[All of the music ministers at 
STM are] striving to help provide a backdrop for this during 
the sacred liturgy.”

“Music has a singular power to touch the heart and 
bring about conversion,” said Jeff. For 50 years, music 
ministers have had a unique opportunity to praise God 
and to facilitate and witness such personal transformation 
through the music that they sing and play. u

Knights of Columbus men's choir in 2014.
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By Lauren Muzyka
Sidewalk Advocates for Life

There is a revolution of love happening on the 
sidewalks in front of abortion facilities across 
America — a little shift in how the pro-life 
movement reaches out to abortion-vulnerable 
women and men. Truly, through compassionate 
service, these dark crossroads of life and death 
are gradually being transformed into bridges of 
real resources, help and hope. If you are inspired 
to help abortion-vulnerable women connect with 
life-affirming resources, we at Sidewalk Advocates 
have developed a simple, 5-point method for 
reaching out effectively, peacefully and with love. 

Smile and greet in love. 
Be mindful to present yourself in an approachable way; let 
them know you are referring to the local women’s center. 

Give literature and explain the help. 
While it is good to be prepared with information to help 
in a variety of circumstances, this step can be simple: Just 
provide one to two pieces of modern, attractive literature, 
and highlight the services of the life-affirming alternative. 
You might say something like, “We have free pregnancy 
tests, free sonograms and free options counseling. Are 
you in need of those services?” At this point, they may 
be interested in going right away to the local pregnancy 
resource center. Then you should switch to focusing on a 
comfortable, professional handoff to the center. 

Ask and listen. 
If the woman is still unsure after you have explained the 
help, it may be because you haven’t mentioned something 
that she thinks would solve her perceived problem. Get to 
the crux of why she’s there. You can ask a simple question 
like, “Do you mind if I ask, what brings you here today?” 

Love from the Sidewalk
tips for approaching an abortion minded woman

respect life ministry

Solve the problem. 
She is focused on solving her problem, and therefore, 
we need to be too. We know that abortion isn’t the 
solution, but we must give her hope that there are real, 
life-affirming solutions available to her — and that’s why 
we need to be aware of the pregnancy center’s services, 
among others in the community. After we show concern 
for her situation and offer possible solutions, her heart 
is often more open to talking about her baby and facts in 
fetal development, as well a faith message. 

Empower her to leave. 
We never want to end a conversation without an invitation 
to the local pregnancy resource center. And don’t be 
discouraged if she still goes into the abortion facility; 
remain calm, prayerful and hopeful. Many women 
need to experience the darkness of the facility before 
they will make the decision to leave. If you have been 
peaceful, helpful, and loving on the sidewalk, she will feel 
comfortable coming back to accept your help. u
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By STM Catholic School Faculty & Staff 

STM Catholic is operating full steam ahead as the first 
half of the year comes to a close. We have much to be 
thankful for as we traverse this almost post pandemic 
school year. The students are in person and learning 
tremendous things all over the building. If you come 
through the halls you can hear the hum of learning in 
every square inch of the building. 

The preschool is absolutely brimming with energy and 
excitement. One step into the 
preschool and you can feel the 
abundant joy escaping each room. 
The sounds of learning are all 
around. God’s love is palpable! 

The kindergarteners have most 
recently been learning about letters 
and letter sounds, they have created 
a friendship salad (chalk full of 
love and kindness), and they have 
even experimented with coke and 
mementos to demonstrate the 
power of propulsion. 

First grade traveled to the Denver 
Botanical Gardens where they 
learned about eco systems and 
different plants. Not only are 
they expert observers, they are 
developing writers as they write 
about a Halloween character using 
nouns, verbs and adjectives. If that’s 
not impressive enough, our first 
graders are learning addition and 
subtraction already! In religion the 

The Lion’s  
ROAR

stm catholic school

students are studying saints as role models in preparation 
for All Saints Day. 

If you need some hard working individuals, look no 
farther than our second graders! These kids have been 
learning about rocks and minerals, therefore they have 
been “mining” at recess. Any student in second grade 
can tell you about the minerals in rocks and the breaking 
qualities of our local rocks. A Mad Scientist came to visit 
second grade classes to explore the qualities of rocks and 
minerals with the Mohs scale. Fascinating! Second graders 
can also recite their five and ten times tables. If you catch 

Learning, Building and Growing
fall wrap up

First graders at the Denver Botanical Gardens.
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Jack Lindberg in the hall, ask him, 
he can rattle off any X5 fact you can 
throw at him! 

Third grade is flexing their writing 
muscles by composing monster 
stories, which are all impressive 
(if you don’t get too scared). 
Third grade has also embarked 
on their learning about Native 
Americans, soon they will discover 
the important impact native 
people have on our society today 
and in years past. Most important 
of all, and paramount in our 
Catholic faith, the third graders are 
discussing the fact that all persons 
have dignity. 

Fourth graders continue to grow as writers when they 
create fully developed paragraphs in their informative 
essays about unusual animals. Students are  beginning 
to understand and be able to edit such papers as well. In 
Religion, fourth graders are learning how to problem solve 
in respectful and productive ways as they discuss the 
effects of manipulation and excluding. Finally, our mighty 
fourth grade is learning the 50 states and capitals! Most 
of us can remember similar lessons from childhood….the 
fifty, nifty….

Spelunking anyone? Fifth graders can tell you all about 

Preschool students in the school library. (Photo by Dave Caneda)

Students enjoy recess on the lawn. (Photo by Dave Caneda)Fifth grade and first grade reading buddies. (Photo by Dave Caneda)

spelunking after their visit to Cave of the Winds. Students 
literally returned with dirt smudges and broad smiles on 
their faces. 

As they are explorers themselves, it is no shock that they 
are now studying explorers and their voyages around 
the world. In math, fifth graders are mastering their 
knowledge of fractions and decimals. 

Primary and intermediate continuously give us reasons 
to be thankful. Our parents and students are blessings 
every day and it is an absolute privilege to be a part of the 
families’ lives. 

We truly are one big family at STM Catholic. u
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The SPARK
middle school & high school youth

Breaking From the Chaos
breakaway

By Kara Lyons 
High School Senior

I have been a part of Breakway high school youth 
group for a little while and it definitely has become 
a home away from home for me. The people I 
have met there are now some of my best friends, 
the mentors are really helpful, and the overall 
environment is welcoming and great.

Throughout the last couple years I have faced some 
challenges through sports and school and coming to 
Breakaway has really helped me get through those 
tough times and given me guidance on how to handle 
those situations. 

I have been able to see a growth in my faith from 
attending Breakaway as well as some of the retreats 
they offer like the lenten retreat and going to 
Steubinvelle of the Rockies. The lessons and topics 
they cover each week allows you to dig deep into 
your faith and grow closer to God. They are topics that 

address what high school kids experience like dealing with 
the loss of a loved one and peer pressure. You are able to 

talk and connect with other high school students 
that may be going through the same thing and 
are able to help each other out.

They also talk about the upcoming holidays in 
more detail like Easter, Christmas, All Souls Day, 
and All Saints Day. I have learned a lot more 
about the true significance of each of these 
holidays and it has allowed me to have a better 
understanding of them.
 
If anyone is thinking of joining or stopping by for 
a week, I would highly recommend it because 
it has made a huge impact on my life and faith. 
It’s truly something I look forward to each week 
and allows me to take a break from all the chaos 
from school, homework and sports. u
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By Greg Johnson
Youth Minister

Every year, Middle School Youth Ministry 
holds an annual Fall Retreat, held at 
Stone Canyon Outdoor Edventure (sic), 
in Larkspur Colorado. Due to last years 
COVID-19 restrictions, we were unable to 
attend. This year we were able to go back 
and it was so amazing to be back! This 
years theme was “All Things New” from 
Revelation 21:5. All of our talks from our 
leaders and high school mentors focused 
on that theme. It was a fantastic, fun 
and Holy Spirit filled weekend. Two of 
our youth, who are brothers, wanted to 
share their testimony. u

By Quinn Morgan
Eighth Grader 
 
I was able to be at this year’s fall Middle 
School Retreat. During the retreat I felt 
like I grew in my faith by spending more time closer 
to God. Over the few days away there were several 
times I felt really close to Jesus. Such as, during our 
hikes through the woods, the Mass and receiving 
reconciliation. I spent time with my peers and had a lot 
of fun too. We played capture the flag and were able 
to socialize with the other campers. Overall I found my 
experience to be positive in many ways. u

All Things New
middle school fall retreat

By Shepard Morgan
Eighth Grader 
 
This year I was able to go to Stone Canyon on the 
middle school retreat. Some of the highlights from my 
experience were playing capture the flag, receiving the 
sacrament of reconciliation, going to Mass and sharing 
jokes with peers. Specifically, during the Mass we learned 
about St. Francis of Assisi and St. Claire. We learned how 
they gave up their hobbies, treasures and family to live 
closer to God. This affected me because it made me 
wonder if I would follow that path or what other path 
God has for me. Also, after receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation I really felt forgiven and thankful. Overall, 
it was an amazing trip that helped me to grow closer to 
God. u

Photos by Alphonsus Deodatus 
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Time Sensitive Material

Where is He who 
has been born 
king of the Jews? 
For we saw His star 
when it rose and 
have come to 
worship Him.
           – Matthew 2:2


