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about the cover

The Madonna of the Rosary is a painting finished
in 1607 by the Italian painter Caravaggio, and is
located in @ museum in Vienna. The Madonna is
seated on a throne, and seems to give assent,
with a wave of the hand to Saint Dominic, who Is
dressed in his usual habit and holding a rosary.
The Feast of the Rosary was established on
October 7, 1571 when the Battle of Lepanto saw
an invading Muslim army defeated in Greece
after St. Pius V called the faithful fo pray the
rosary for the protection of Europe. The Memerial
of Our Lady of the Rosary is still celebrated today
on October 7.
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from the pastor's desk

St. Paul once told the Christians of Rome, “Do not
conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) This is a
good reminder for Christians in any time, since we
are in the world but not of the world, (John 17:15-
16) but it seems especially important today when,
as Pope Francis said, “We are not living an era of
change but a change of era.”

This change of era has been building for centuries,
and certainly accelerating in the last several
decades, and today it is distressingly obvious: our
society is changing from one fundamentally
formed and unified around Christian belief, vision,
and values, to one that has left the Christian faith
behind. This is not to say that society in the past
was a perfect embodiment of Christianity, far from
it! Yet, at its best, society measured its actions,
good and bad, and founded its hopes on the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Pope St. John Paul 11
bluntly stated in 2001: “Even in countries
evangelized many centuries ago, the reality of a
‘Christian society’ which... measured itself
explicitly on Gospel values, is now gone.” (Novo
Millenio Ineunte) This Christian society was known
by the name of “Christendom.”

This is a huge cultural shift, long in the making
and widespread in its causes. We cannot control it,
but we, the Church, must respond. We do not
conform our minds to this age, to this new era, but
the entire Church must change its mindset on how
we relate to it.

I recommend an excellent essay that was written
last year, which gives both a sober assessment of
the cultural moment, and the Church’s struggle to
respond, along with a clear and serene description
of what the path going forward can be. It is called
“From Christendom to Apostolic Mission:
Pastoral Strategies for an Apostolic Age,” and
it is published by the University of Mary.

Many people are awakening to this moment and
are deeply troubled. They see friends and family
leaving the faith and the culture becoming alien
and antagonistic. They equate the end of
Christendom (or the end of the USA) with the end
of Christianity, which is most certainly not the
case! It is, however, the end of business as usual.
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culture that online.
Christians have
enjoyed for
centuries was not the
original relationship
between Church and society. In the first few
centuries, the culture was at odds with
Christianity, therefore Christians had to relate to
culture differently. As St. Paul told them: "Do not
conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) The
Church instead approached society through the
mode of Apostolic Mission, which arises from
Jesus Christ’s commissioning of the Apostles to go
and convert the world. He said, “All power in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, until the end of the age.” p
(Matthew 28:18-20)




Relying on the enduring presence of the Risen
Lord and His true power and authority, rather
than worldly power, the disciples of Jesus went
into a world dominated by sin and death, and they
shared the victory and freedom won by Jesus
Christ. The essay envisions a hilarious resource
checklist that the Apostles could have compiled in
Jerusalem at the beginning, which shows how ill-
equipped they were by our standards:

Bishops? Eleven.
Priests? Same number.
Deacons? None.

Trained Theologians? None.
Religious Orders? None.
Seminarians? None.
Seminaries? None.

Christian believers? A few hundred.
Countries with Christians in them? One.
Church buildings? None.
Schools and Universities? None,
Written Gospels? None.

Money? Very little.

‘Experience in foreign mission? None.
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And yet we know the incredible spreading of the
faith that followed. The Risen Lord was indeed
with them in their Apostolic Mission!

What are we to do today? Some are tempted to
simply follow the culture wherever it goesin a
pathetic and futile attempt to stay relevant. But
when the Church marries the age, she orphans her
children! Others want to angrily abandon
everything and head for the hills or retreat to
insular enclaves. But that would abandon the
mission Jesus Christ gave us! This essay, and more
importantly the experience and wisdom of the
Church, offers another way: we need to become
apostles again. The Apostles understood

well the culture they were in, even as they tried
to convert it rather than be converted by it. The
Apostles established authentic and strong church
communities, the true bonds of their lives, even
as they went into the world to make disciples and
build up the Body of Christ. The Apostles lived
this life with virtue and honor, even as they
wisely used it to prepare for a better and eternal
life to come.

Each of us, along with the institutions of the
Church, need to undergo our own conversion to
the mode of Apostolic Mission. In November, |
will unpack more of what Apostolic Mission
means for us today, according to “From
Christendom to Apostolic Mission: Pastoral
Strategies for an Apostolic Age.” Hopefully, by
then you will have already read this excellent
essay! For now, let us continue to renew our
minds with the Gospel we hear at Mass and
encounter in our prayer. The Risen Lord is with
us still and has called us to be His followers in the
world today. We have already seen how powerful
that can be! Remember, what St. Paul told the
Christians in Philippi: “Our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ.” (Phillipians 3:20)

- Fr. Matt

Listen to a podcast interview with
Monsignor James Shea, the president of

University of Mary, who discusses the
essay and offers some great insights.

our mission

Forming disciples to live and share the abundant life of Christ.




living the lord's day

‘Why do |
to forgive you?
Sunday, October 10
9:15-9:45am | Lux Mundi Hall

Speaker: Seminarian Kyle Tannehill &ﬁ"&fﬂ, Q:mg‘;ﬁ: miﬂ&l

Do you have a topic idea for a future second Sunday? Email ideas to Deacon]esse@lotw.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Missionary Ima e

| . Sunday, October 17
= L ' Lux Mundi Hall

ol oniaf Available for prayer: 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

/ !"Z/ e ” Hll{d& \ Presentation about the image: 9:15 - 9:45 am

Two opportunities for service

Before/after all Masses October 23/24
Donate new or lightly used items for the Samaritan Sunday
winter clothing drive: winter coats, sweatshirts, sweaters,
jeans, blankets, hats, gloves, new underwear, socks, boots

Sunday, October 24 A &
9:15-9:45am | Lux Mundi Hall Ye Htthew 25° W
Listen to a presentation about Christ in the City, a Catholic Y M -f { \

ministry serving the homeless in downtown Denver.

Cone § Jose Youo, Prigh Family!

Sunday, November 7
8:00 am - 12:00 pm | Lux Mundi Hall

free crafts | share a meal | belong




