
2801 West E 
Weekend Masses:  
Saturday: 5:15 p.m. & Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Spirit Website: 
holyspiritcatholicchurch.com 

      Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00-4:45 p.m. 

 “‘Rise, take the child and his mother, 
flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell 
you.’” 725 kilometers. That’s the distance 
on modern roads from Bethlehem to Cairo. 
Assuming one covered 40km a day on foot 
— ambitious for two young parents and 
their infant son — the journey would take 
well over two weeks. Of course, the Holy 
Family didn’t have modern roads. They 
would travel through wilderness, fear ban-
dits, run low on water, and cross the vast 
Sinai Peninsula in a reverse of their forefa-
thers in Exodus. Here, in struggle and sac-
rifice, are the beginnings of the forging of 
the Holy Family. 
 
 “Joseph rose and took the child and 
his mother by night and departed for Egypt. 
He stayed there until the death of Herod.” 
Large Jewish communities existed in most 
major cities of the ancient Mediterranean 

world, after the collapse of their kingdoms 
chronicled in the Old Testament, and Jo-
seph could likely find work as a carpenter. 
All the same, today’s Gospel reminds us 
that the first formational years of Jesus as 
a babe-in-arms were spent in a strange 
land. The members of the Holy Family 
were foreigners, outsiders, immigrants. 
 
 The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us. God took on our humanity. He is 
in solidarity with our own trials and difficul-
ties. On the feast of the Holy Family, we 
honor the special place of the family within 
society. We are invited, too, to recall those 
families who share in the struggles of the 
Holy Family in a particular way. We pray for 
immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees. 
We pray for all parents who sacrifice their 
own well-being and comfort so their chil-
dren may have a better life. 

All Are Welcome  

Holy Spirit  
Catholic Church 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY  DECEMBER 29, 2019 

North Platte Catholic Schools: 
God is HERE!   

CHRISTMAS BREAK --The students are enjoying Christmas 
break and classes will resume on Monday, January 6th @ regu-
lar time. Have a Blessed Christmas and Happy New 
Year 

Dear Holy People of God, 
 

“The Light of ‘Love’ has come to 
earth. It’s time for us to pause to 
see this Light and feel its warmth 

and celebrate its cause”. 
 

I am your pastor Fr. Vidya Sagar coming 
to express my joy at Christ’s birth this year and at 
the way you make Christ to be born in our parish 
community each day. I am extremely happy to 
say how grateful I am at the way we all make a 
great family here. It has been over 1 year and 6 
months since my arrival at Holy Spirit and how it 
is so great being around you. As a faith commu-
nity, we have been experiencing great things 
happening in our midst. Let us continue to allow 
the light to shine through us.  

 
During this season we are celebrating 

Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. My prayer would be 
that all of these four gifts abundantly fill our lives 
at this Christmas and beyond. As Immanuel (God 
with us) is born, may we be healed, reconciled 
and made whole.   

 
I would like to take a moment to say a BIG 

THANK you for your generosity in sharing your 
time, talents and treasure. A special word of 
thanks to volunteers in various ministries and 
commissions. I am so grateful for how you have 
served so sacrificially this past year. Whether it’s 
leading groups; shepherding children; serving 
coffee; setting up for worship; decorating altar/
Church for various seasons, playing music or any 
one of the countless other (usually unseen) tasks 
that keep our community running, I am grateful. 
Thank you so much for all you do!   

 
At this Christmas let us make a room for 

our Lord and strangers in our hearts. 
 
Have a very merry Christmas. 
 
The second week of January I will be trav-

elling to India to be with my mom for a month. I 
promise to take your love, prayers and affection 
to her. 

Love, Peace and Joy, 
Fr. Vidya Sagar  
Pastor 

Perfect 36 on ACT Test    
 St. Patrick’s High 
School Superintendent, Kevin 
Dodson, announced that stu-
dent, Keegan R. 
Nitsch, earned a perfect ACT 
score. Keegan, son of Bob 
and Barb Nitsch and a senior 
at St. Pat’s High School, 

earned the highest possible ACT composite 
score of 36. Only around two-tenths of 1 percent 
of students who take the ACT earn a top score.  
 In a letter to the student recognizing this 
exceptional achievement, ACT CEO Marten 
Roorda stated, “Your achievement on the ACT is 
significant and rare. Your exceptional scores will 
pride any college or university with ample evi-
dence of your readiness for the academic rigors 
that lie ahead.” 
 “We’re all extremely proud of Keegan and 
his achievement. It’s exciting to see students suc-
ceed in this manner. He has worked very hard in 
the classroom and serves as a great example to 
our younger students.,” said Dodson. 

Student of the Month 
Seth Engler is the student 
for the month of December. 
Teachers and Student 
Council members vote on a 
student to receive this hon-
or. 
Seth, a freshman, is the son 
of Joe and Renee Engler of 
North Platte.  
His school activities include 

football, golf, basketball, Band, Chorus, elite band 
and is on the honor roll. He’s a member of the Holy 
Spirit Parish. 
He has a twin brother, Kaleb, who is also a fresh-
man at St. Pat’s High School. 



THE HOLY FAMILY DECEMBER 29, 2019 

 

Our food pantry is in need of nonperish-
able food items to restock the shelves. 
Specific needs include boxed cereal, 
spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, macaroni 

and cheese dinners, canned soup, tuna, peanut butter, jel-
ly, corn, and toilet paper. Monetary donations are always 
welcome in order to purchase perishables such as eggs, 
butter, meat, and bread. The North Platte Catholic Food 
Pantry provides food for approximately 75 households (over 
267 people) each month. The need for the pantry increases 
during the holidays and cold weather.  

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Spirit/North Platte 
Parish Goal:                  $50,092.06 
Total Raised:                 $35,568.00       
Total Received:             $29,948.00 
Donor Goal:                 All Parishioners 
Current No. of Donors:  83 

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 Many people will be thinking of year-end-giving 
when donating to many charitable causes. Please consider 
a financial gift to Holy Spirit during this Christmas season 
to off-set some of the larger annual bills that we incur:  
 
Priest Health Insurance    $ 16,585.00 
Facility Insurance:    $ 10,911.00 
Diocesan Priest Pension  $   1,200.00 
 
 Your generous gift toward these larger obligations 
will help us to meet our other monthly bills such as:  
 
North Platte Catholic Schools   $ 22,448.34 
Cathedraticum (tax due to diocese)  
Maintenance of facility  
Liturgy and office supplies 
 
 If you are an EFT giver, and do not use the church         
envelopes, you can give your Christmas offering in the   
collection. Designate your Christmas gift in the memo   
section of your check. If you are not an EFT giver and 
would like to sign-up please contact the Parish Office,    
308-534-6623.  Our EFT giving can now be withdrawn from 
your account twice a month on the 1st and the 15th of the 
month.  
  
Thank you for all your generosity to our parish.  
 
Father Sagar  

Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” 

 
I would like to take this opportunity 

to express our thanks and appreciation to all of our 
catechist here at Holy Spirit.  Thank you so much for 
volunteering your time on Wednesday nights.  
 
Thank you to all who helped prepare food for the 
CCD supper and all who have donated snacks. Our 
program would not be a success without all of your 
help. 
 
Thank you all, for all your time, effort, hard work, and 
prayers, please accept the thanks and appreciation of 
this church, Fr. Sagar and myself . Please let me 
know if you would like to volunteer supper, snack or 
help on Wednesday . You all are a blessing to this 
parish! -Jennifer Prince, DRE  

Thinking about sending your 
teen to Steubenville? What is 
Steubenville? “The Steubenville 

Youth Conferences, is a series of 25 conferences across North 
America that help teens encounter the love of Christ every sum-
mer. Their mission is to build the Church by evangelizing, equip-
ping, and empowering God’s children to become radical and joy-
ful disciples.  
For more information about the Steubenville Conferences, visit 
steubenvilleconferences.com.  
The Grand Island Diocese will be taking youth to Steubenville of 
the Rockies in Denver Colorado June 19-21, 2020. Please con-
sider this faith filled time for your child!  

Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) Retreat 
Calling all H.S. sophomores, juniors and seniors! TEC #110 is 
Jan. 18th-20th, 2020 at Christ the King Church in Gering.  Regis-
trations is open until January 6, 2020.  The cost of the weekend is 
$85 and incudes housing, food and special gifts. To register, visit 
our website at www.gidiocese.org/yya/tec . 
 
* TEC is a 3 day retreat designed for high schoolers to learn more 
about themselves, the Catholic faith, and about being community.  

Holy Innocents Mass of Healing at Cathedral on Dec 27 

The Holy Innocents are the young male children from Bethlehem and its 
vicinity at the time of the birth of Jesus who were put to death by King 
Herod. The Holy Innocents are the patrons of children, babies, and 

Many families struggle with infertility, miscarriage, still birth, infant death 
We welcome you to this Mass of Healing and Hope to 

pray with families who are currently unable to conceive, to celebrate the 
brief lives of these children, and to seek God's mercy and hope in our 

All are invited to attend this Mass, especially those families 
who have suffered the loss of a baby. If you would like your baby re-
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Returning God’s Gifts 
November 30  $37,152.61 
December 1  $ 10,963.82 
December 8  $   7,849.52 
 
December 15 
Adult   $ 6,705.00 
Loose   $ 3,260.00 
Youth   $  74.37 
 
*Due to Christmas the offertory will be behind a week.  

 
   

Minister List For January 4th & 5th                           
The Epiphany of the Lord  
5:15 Mass  
Rosary:  Dcn. Stadler 
Eucharist: Dcn Stadler,  
 
Greeters:   
Lector:  C. Williams  
Servers:    
      
10:30 Mass 
Rosary: Dcn. Davis 
Eucharist: Dcn.Davis,  
Greeters:   
Lector: N.Baluyot  
Servers:  
 
*The 2020 ministry list was not available yet. 
Sorry for any inconvenience.  

THE HOLY FAMILY 

January 5th : Denise Benes  & Anne Jacobson  

Monday December 30 
No Mass No Mass   
Tuesday December 31 
6:00 p.m. New Years Eve  
Wednesday January 1 
7:30 a.m. No Mass 
Thursday January 2 
7:30 a.m. No Mass  
Friday     January 3 (Centennial) 
9:30 a.m. No Mass  
Saturday January 4 
5:15 p.m. For our parish 
Sunday   January 5 
10:30 a.m. Chris & Gisele Barger  
  (Marriage) 
 

 
* Contact the Parish office to have your Mass     

Intentions placed on the calendar  

 

 

Parish Office will be closed:                   
Wednesday January 1st.  

 

During the month of December 2019,  the members of the          
St. Anne group may be called upon to provide food or serve 
for a funeral or other event. Thank you for your time and talent.  

 
 

God’s GPS Never Fails 
 I use GPS wherever I go, and it serves me well 
most of the time. However, sometimes it leads me to 
a place that does not exist. Then there are those 
times when I am about to turn, and the man inside my 
phone shouts out, “GPS signal lost!” or “Rerouting!” 
The problem is, when the area is unfamiliar to me, I 
have no choice but to listen. I could try to get where I 
am going by simple intuition or by pulling over to look 
at a paper map, but I don’t trust my sense of direction. 
And I haven’t bought a paper map in close to a dec-
ade! 
 Many people move through life without any 
direction. They find themselves constantly rerouting 
and wondering when they will ever get to a satisfying 
final destination. What they need is a compass and a 
companion for the journey. Yet they have no idea how 
to get either. 
 Prayer can serve as a compass, and it con-
nects us to a companion for the journey. Stewardship 
living is impossible without prayer. If we count on our 
own will and believe we can become fruitful without 
daily contact with the Divine, we can find ourselves 
looking for directions more than moving toward a des-
tination. God, through prayer, will help us see all we 
have as a gift. God, through prayer, will lead us away 
from materialism and selfishness and toward freedom 
and generosity. Even when we fall to sin, the path 
back is clearer. God’s GPS signal is never really lost. During the month of December 2019,  the members of the          

St. Anne group may be called upon to provide food or serve 
for a funeral or other event. Thank you for your time and talent.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 SOS 
Jan.  - St. Clare, Feb. - St. Martha, Mar. - St. Theresa 
Apr.- St. Cecilia, May - St. Lucy, Jun. - St. Genevieve 

Jul. - St. Agatha, Aug.- St. Felicity, Sep. - St. Bernadette 
Oct. - St. Joan, Nov. - St. Anne, Dec. - - St. Maria 
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For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                Holy Spirit Church, North Platte, NE                A 4C 05-0202

Joe & Gretchen Swift
Parishioner Owned

& Operated

308-221-6079
821 East 4th St. North Platte, NE

www.swiftautocenter.com

Granger Architecture
1120 Sherman Court 

North Platte, NE 69101

Stephen P. Granger, AIA 
(308) 530-0756 

stephen@grangerarc.com

Tim Malmkar
Agency, Inc.

308-534-1080

Contact Andrew Thompson to place an ad today! 
athompson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2632

BONDED ROOFS • FREE ESTIMATES

SIDNEY ROOFING
COMPANY, INC.

1-800-864-8376

John (Jack) Colling • 308-284-8376

Nancy Faulhaber
308-530-1254

nancyfaulhaber@gmail.com
~ Parishioner ~

PREFERRED
GROUP, P.C.

315 E 4th St

Matt & Anna Junker

308-534-2056

Parishioner owned business

201 Platte Oasis Parkway, Suite 1
North Platte, NE

308-221-6140 • Open 5am-8pm daily

Call In 
Orders 

Welcome

Mead Lumber
810 East Front St. • North Platte, NE

308-534-4151
pat@kildarelumber.com

www.meadlumber.com

MDN LLC - OUTDOOR STORAGE
MIKE AND ALI
NOFFSINGER

308-227-2602
149 E. North Lake Rd.

North Platte, NE

CAMPERS - BOATS - TRAILERS

Funeral Director/Owner
Rick Odean

The Only Independently Owned Funeral Home In North Platte
(308) 532-1450 - www.odeanchapel.com

KWIK STOP
Open 24 Hrs

“If it’s not around the house,
it’s just around the corner.”

  Send them the
Warmth of Flowers

WESTFIELD FLORAL

308.532.8050
www.westfieldfloral.com

Bill Snodgrass 308-532-0310 
Registered Pharmacist 0R TOLL-FREE 
 1-800-662-5060

bill@usaverx.com
211 West Leota North Platte, NE 69101

Parishioner owned and operated
North Platte, NE

Lawn Fertilization • Weed Control • Insect Control • Aerations
Call today for your FREE estimate!

(308) 534-1062

321 E. 6th St. • 532-0148
Across from Alco • Open Everyday

First
Nebraska

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
J.W. John Smith, Financial Consultant
Darrel C. Smith, Financial Consultant

202 W. 2nd St., North Platte
Securities offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., Member NASD/SIPC

534-1322

Shrake Body Shop, Inc. 

(308) 532-1053
102 West Front • North Platte

Complete Eye Care
Associates
Dr. Kim Baxter

Dr. Jeffery O’COnnOr
Dr. SCOtt frenCh

111 South Bailey • 534-2000

Compliments of

Carpenter
Memorial Chapel
1616 West B. Street

534-6480

Always around when you kneed us

 

Jim & Nancy Schneider
Heating, Air Conditioning & Electrical
2420 West Front      532-2993

NebraskaLandBank.com 

Local People, Local Decisions, Local Ownership

North Platte Care Center, LLC
is a private nursing home that is 

located in North Platte, NE.

The facility accepts Medicare and Medicaid. 
(308) 534-2200    2900 W E St. 

Roofing, Siding, Gutters & Overhead Door Contractors

Serving North Platte since 1976
(308) 534-3480 / (800) 662-2981

Jim Bain
Appraisal Associates, Inc.

Ethics are a Virtue in this Business

(308) 532-3917
www.jimbainappraisal.com

ServiceMaster of North Platte 
Residential & Commercial Cleaning

Joel & Liz Bennett, Owners 
308-534-4378

Stockman’s Veterinary Clinic
G.V. (Jerry) Thompson, D.V.M.

Kevan Albertson, D.V.M.
Rolland Kramer, D.V.M.
Richard Christen, D.V.M.
Rachelle Christen, D.V.M.

N. Hwy 83, 3666 N. Stockman Rd. (308) 532-7210

ERIC W PETERKA  
Financial Advisor
(308) 532-4886  
601 S. DEWEY STREET, SUITE 5  
NORTH PLATTE, NE 69101 
www.edwardjones.com

 
Parishioner Owned & Operated

Mike & Laura Montgomery

421 West Fourth St. • 308-532-2044

121 West 8th St.    308-532-8774 

A Full Service Sign Company

Sue Miller
Professional Skin Care Consultant

Sales Director    Office: 532-0476
Cell: 308-380-0355 (call or text)

Serving 
West Central Nebraska 

for over 30 years!

Jim Miller, Owner

1920 West 9th 
North Platte, NE 69101

(308) 532-4411
Providing Quality Collision Repair 

with Written Warranty 
for your vehicle repair 

(All Insurance Companies)

STEVEN R. HINZE, D.D.S., P.C
Diplomate, American Board of Oral 

and Maxillofacial Surgery

532-5283 
1-800-658-3112

921 S. Willow

Team Perlinger and Jett
Realtors®/Parishioners
Our “Sell” Phones:

JoAnn 308-530-4085 | Nelson 303-530-8419
Office: 308-550-4015

E-Mail: teamperlingerandjett@gmail.com
www.teamperlingerandjett.com • 511 South Dewey Street, North Platte, NE 69101

Shaun Pagel 
Owner/Contractor 

Parishioner
(308)520-5448
819 E 7th Street 

North Platte, NE 69101
Ask About Holy Spirits Discounts 

pagelelectric@yahoo.com


