PARKING LOT WORK:

Aug 13, 14 - South Parking Lot and Thomas Rd
entrance closed.
Aug 15, 16 - West Parking Lot (St. Clare Hall) closed.
These dates will not effect Sunday masses. Please
plan parking accordingly.

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of August 2018
Universal The Treasure of Families: That any far-reaching decisions of
economists and politicians may protect the family as one of the treasures
of humanity.

AUGUST 15TH, THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION

MASS TIMES

DAILY MASS
RECONCILIATION
PARISH OFFICE

Mass Times on August 15th - Holy Day of Obligation
5:30pm Vigil (August 14); 6:30am; 8:00am STA School; Noon JPII; 7pm Choir
We are still seeking altar servers, ushers, and Extraordinary Ministers to
help. Please contact Heather Porrell if you are available, hporrell@stacc.net.
Explaining the Assumption
In 1950, Pope Pius XII, in his encyclical
Munificentissimus Deus, dogmatically
defined the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. In his teaching he states that "at
the end of her earthly course, Mary was assumed into heavenly glory, body and soul."
He also wrote that it was not new doctrine he
was defining, but rather formalizing the revelation given us through the Apostles. In the
feast of the
Assumption, we celebrate the result of that
reality! Mary's soul and body are not separated at the moment of death, nor does her
body decay. She is brought up, body and
soul, into Heaven.

SCHOOL OFFICE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE

GIFT SHOP

Take and Eat: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Nineteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time - stpaulcenter.com
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want to lie down and die, keenly aware of our failures✙
that we seem to be getting no better at doing what God
wants of us. We can be tempted to despair, as the prophet
was on his forty-day journey in the desert. We can be
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ing their forty years in the desert (see Exodus 16:2, 7, 8; 1
Corinthians 10:10).
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the Lord, the Lord himself (see Exodus 3:1❍2), touches us. He commands us to take and eat His
Flesh given for the life of the world (see Matthew 26:26). This taste of the heavenly gift
(see Hebrews 6:4❍5) comes to us with a renewed command✙to get up and continue on the
journey we began in Baptism, to the mountain of God, the kingdom of heaven. He will give us
the bread of life, the strength and grace we need✙as He fed our spiritual ancestors in the wil✏✄✔✎✄✝✝ ✌✎✏ ☛✠✆☞✌✍ ✆✎ ☎✍✄ ✏✄✝✄✔☎✗ ✁ ✠✄☎ ✜✝ ✝☎✁✚ ✖✔✆✄✭✆✎✖ ☎✍✄ ✚✆✔✆☎ ✁✟ ✣✁✏✤ ✌✝ ❋✌✜✠ ✝✌✑✝ ✆✎ ☎✁✏✌✑✒✝
Epistle, in another reference to Israel in the desert (see Isaiah 63:10).
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ourselves as a sacrificial offering✙loving Him as He has loved us, on the cross and in the Eucharist.

Please join us in welcoming Selena Rivas, our new receptionist at
St. Thomas Aquinas!
Selena Gabriella Rivas is a native to west Phoenix, AZ. The
second born of 5, she attended Copper Canyon High
School. Her grandfather played a tremendous role in her
faith life ❊ answering questions and ultimately the reason she
is a devoted Catholic! For 5 years she volunteered with Saint
Vincent de Paul and found herself wanting to do more for
her community. As she grew in her desire to grow closer to
God, she began attending mass n 2016 at Saint Thomas
Aquinas with her family, and eventually her boyfriend in
2018.
As time progressed she felt called receive her first holy communion and confirmation in May 2018. During RCIA she fell
more in love with the Church and Faith. Wanting to connect
with her peers and other converts, she came one day to volunteer and by the grace of God was presented with an opportunity she could not take for
granted as the new receptionist for St. Thomas Aquinas Parish. She is excited to great parish-

❋●❍■❏❑ ▲❍▼ ◆■❖❏■ P◗▲▼ ❘● ❙▲❚■ ❙■❏ ▲❑ ▲ ❍■◆ ❯▲❱■ ❯●❏ ❲❘❳ ❨❙●❩▲❑ ❬❭❪❋❍▲❑❫

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL

GENEROSITY: liberality in giving; a generous act;
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Your faces, St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners, could
be shown beside this definition. THANK YOU!....for
the extraordinary gifts to St. Vincent de Paul in our
recent Fifth Sunday collection - $13,208.51!
In addition, the Knights of Columbus gifted our
conference with proceeds from their recent
annual Golf Tournament We appreciate their
great assistance each year. We cannot thank you
all enough for your support!
These gifts bring abundant blessings for the hungry
and hurting families among us. Only because of
all of you is it possible to carry out the mission of St.
Vincent de Paul!
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reveals through the symbol of the cross is: selfgiving, sacrificial, healing, forgiving, in solidarity
with the weak, confident in the power of God. This
symbol is shining brightly at St. Thomas!

The Christ Child Society of Phoenix is dedicated to
serving children in need. Please join us as we meet to
sew, serge, make quilts and teddy bears, crochet and
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folding items, and a variety of other things. We meet
at the REI
Distribution Center at Loop 303 &
Camelback from 10:00 a.m.❉2:00 p.m. on the first
and third
Wednesdays of the month.
Everyone brings a sack lunch and sometimes members bring a dessert to share. During the summer, we
meet once a month and will be meeting this summer
on August 15. This summer would be a great time to
find out more about the Christ Child Society, as we
help serve needy
children throughout the
Valley and in particular, the West
Valley.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please call Grace Cooper at 623.266.7277 or
email her at qwer1@cox.net.

FEASTS & MEMORIALS
August marks the month of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12. Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time, Sunday
13. Pontian and Hippolytus,
Opt. Mem.
14. Maximilian Kolbe, Memorial
15. Assumption, Solemnity
16. Stephen of Hungary,
Opt. Mem.
19. Twentieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time, Sunday
20. Bernard, Memorial
21. Pius X, Sunday
22. Queenship of
Mary, Memorial
23. Rose of Lima, Opt. Mem.
24. Bartholomew, Feast
25. Louis of France; Joseph
Calasanz, Opt. Mem.

St. Maximilian Kolbe
Courage and sacrificial love mark
the life of St. Maximilian Kolbe. He
became a priest of the Franciscan
order. Dedicated with evangelization, he published a magazine to
teach the Catholic faith and encourage devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. During the Nazi occupation of Poland, Fr. Kolbe was arrested and sent to Auschwitz. One
day a prisoner escaped from the
camp. The Nazi punishment was
harsh. For one escapee, 10 must
die in his place. The guards picked
10 men at random. One began to
beg for his life on behalf of his family, and another man stepped forward and offered to take his
place. Fr. Kolbe was sentenced,
along with the other nine men, to
death by starvation. For this
"martyr of Auschwitz," a life of devotion culminated in one heroic,
Christlike act.

Are you interested in helping your son
grow in his faith, build relationships
with other boys and develop a
stronger relationship with his dad?
Then we have a group just for you!
The Saint Thomas Aquinas Blue
Knights Catholic Boys Club is aimed
at teaching the truths of the Catholic
Faith to boys through Scripture,
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and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. The club is open to any boy
of the parish between 5-12 years of
age and we encourage dads and
sons to attend together. If you have
questions or would like to see the
schedule of events, please contact
Shawn Snyder
at STABlueKnights@gmail.com
Register for the group here: https://
goo.gl/forms/NphaskBg5rWvQqgE2
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Registration for 2018-2019
Are you interested in your daughter growing
in her Catholic faith? The Little Flowers Girls'
Club may be just what you're looking for!
The club is open to any girl of the parish in 1st
through 6th grade. She will have fun while
learning about Catholic saints and virtues. Moms are encouraged to stay and participate with their daughters. The club will
meet one Saturday of each month from September ✦ May. Join us for service projects,
faith enrichment and fun! Registration will be
open for the 2018-2019 year until August 17,
2018. For more information or a registration
form email stalittleflowers@outlook.com

ADORATION
Wednesday, August 15th,
1:30pm- 5:00pm
Friday, August 17th,
8:30am-2:00pm

