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The Passion of St. John the Baptist

✻

August 29th

There is no doubt that blessed John suffered
imprisonment and chains as a witness to our Redeemer,
whose forerunner he was, and gave his life for him. His
persecutor had demanded not that he should deny
Christ, but only that he should keep silent about the
truth. Nevertheless, he died for Christ. Does Christ not
say: "I am the truth"? Therefore, because John shed his
blood for the truth, he surely died for Christ. Through
his birth, preaching and baptizing, he bore witness to
the coming birth, preaching and baptism of Christ, and
by his own suffering he showed that Christ also would
suffer. Such was the quality and strength of the man
who accepted the end of this present life by shedding
his blood after the long imprisonment. He preached the
freedom of heavenly peace, yet was thrown into irons by
ungodly men. He was locked away in the darkness of prison, though he came bearing witness to
the Light of life and deserved to be called a bright and shining lamp by that Light itself, which is
Christ. To endure temporal agonies for the sake of the truth was not a heavy burden for such
men as John; rather it was easily borne and even desirable, for he knew eternal joy would be his
reward. Since death was ever near at hand, such men considered it a blessing to embrace it and
thus gain the reward of eternal life by acknowledging Christ's name. Hence the apostle Paul
rightly says: "You have been granted the privilege not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer
for his sake." He tells us why it is Christ's gift that his chosen ones should suffer for him: "The

sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be
revealed in us." ✺ Saint Bede the Venerable
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A Choice to Make: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
✁ ✂✄ ☎✆✝✞✟✠✡✄ ☛✟✄✄ ☞✌✟✞✂✝✍✄ ✎✏✝✎✑✆✞✌ ✟ ✒✏✆☞-week meditation on
✓ ✌ ✔✆✎ ✟☞✂✄✓✕ ✁ ✌ ✁✖✌✑✗✌ ✘✙✏✄✓✑✌✄ ✂✝ ✓✏✞✟✠✡✄ ✚✏✄✙✌✑ ✟☞✌ ✟✄✛✌✞ ✓✏
make a choice✜either to believe and accept the New Covenant He
offers in His Body and Blood, or return to their former ways of life.
Their choice is prefigured by the decision Joshua asks the Twelve
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chem✜where God first appeared to their father Abraham, promising
to make his descendants a great nation in a new land (see Genesis
12:1★9). And he issues a blunt challenge✜either renew their covenant with God or serve the alien gods of the surrounding nations.
We too are being asked today to decide whom we will serve. For
four weeks we have been presented in the liturgy with the mystery
of the Eucharist✜a daily miracle far greater than those performed by
God in bringing the Israelites out of the land of Egypt. He has promised us a new homeland and eternal life, offering us bread from
heaven to strengthen us on our journey. He has told us that unless
we eat His Flesh and drink His Blood we will have no life in us. It is a

The Last Supper, Dieric Bouts, 1464-1467
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the words of eternal life. We must believe, as Peter says today, that
✫✌ ✂✄ ✓ ✌ ✫✏✑✠ ✬✝✌ ✏✒ ✚✏✞✩ ✖ ✏ ✟✝✞✌✞ ✂✣✄✌✑✒ ✏✗✌☞ ✒✏☞ ✆✄✩ ✖ ✏ ✍✟✗✌ ✫✂✄ ✒✑✌✄ ✒✏☞ ✓ ✌ ✑✂✒✌ ✏✒ ✓ ✌ ✖✏☞✑✞✕ ✘✄ ✖✌ ✌✟☞ ✂✝ ✓✏✞✟✠✡ s Epistle, Jesus did this that we might be sanctified, made holy, through the water and word of Baptism by which we enter into His new covenant.
Through the Eucharist, He nourishes and cherishes us, making us His own flesh and blood, as husband and wife become one flesh. Let us
☞✌✝✌✖ ✏✆☞ ✎✏✗✌✝✟✝✓ ✓✏✞✟✠✩ ✟✙✙☞✏✟✎ ✂✝✍ ✓ ✌ ✟✑✓✟☞ ✖✂✓ ✎✏✝✒✂✞✌✝✎✌ ✓ ✟✓✩ ✟✄ ✖✌ ✄✂✝✍ ✂✝ ✓✏✞✟✠✡✄ ✭✄✟✑✣✩ ✓ ✌ ✮✏☞✞ ✖✂✑✑ ☞✌✞✌✌✣ ✓ ✌ ✑ ives of His
servants.
https://stpaulcenter.com/a-choice-to-make-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-twenty-first-sunday-in-ordinary-time/

Want to be Baptized?
Need to be Confirmed?
Classes for adults desiring to convert to the Catholic
Church or needing the sacraments of First Communion and
Confirmation begin in mid-September 2018.
You can apply for classes now.
Please stop by the parish office and complete an
application form. There is no cost for the classes and you
must become an active registered member of the parish.
For questions please contact Deacon Ken at
dcnken@stacc.net (preferred) or leave a message for
him at the parish office.

MASS INTENTIONS
Aug 26th - Sep 1st 2018
Sunday:

7:00 am
9:00 am
10:45 am

Lilia Franco Santarina
Intentions of the Parish

Phyllis Thornton

5:00 pm

Intentions of Alexa Partida

Monday:

8:00 am

Victoria Apeal Okonkwo

Tuesday:

8:00 am

Paula Christina Dickson

Wednesday:

8:00 am

Deforest Frisbie

Thursday:

8:00 am

Intentions of M/M Jouregui

Friday:

8:00 am

Rosalio Medrano

Saturday:

8:00 am
5:00 pm

The Holy Souls of Purgatory
Margaret Yencich

Bible Studies at St. Thomas Aquinas
All studies are 8:45 am - 10:30 am in St. Clare Hall

Mondays The Story of Salvation
Carolyn McFarlane 602-677-7508 or
ctmcfarlane01@gmail.com
Begins September 24th.
Tuesdays Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the
Gospel of John /
Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come
Patty Schoenen 541-645-5533 or pattysch@cox.net
Begins September 18, ends in
December. Revelation begins
January 2019.
Wednesday Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom
Carolyn McFarlane at 602-677-7508 or
ctmcfarlane01@gmail.com
Begins September 12.
Thursday Matthew: The King & His Kingdom
Peggy Dovico at 602-339-7485 or padovico@yahoo.com
Begins September 20th.

There will be 5 different options available for bible study this year. Although you may attend any of the sessions, the
recommended order of the ones being offered this year are: The Bible Timeline-The Story of Salvation, Matthew- The King
and his Kingdom, Acts- The Spread of the Kingdom, St. John's Gospel, and Revelation. Registration is available online at
ascensionpress.com. Once you are on the site, select join a study and follow the instructions from there.

FEASTS & MEMORIALS
August
27. Monica, Memorial
28. Augustine, Memorial
29. Passion of Saint John the
Baptist , Memorial

September
2. Twenty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time, Sunday
3. Gregory the Great, Memorial
8. Birth of Mary, Feast

Are you interested in helping your son grow in his faith, build
relationships with other boys and develop a stronger
relationship with his dad? We have a group just for you! The
Saint Thomas Aquinas Blue Knights Catholic Boys Club is
aimed at teaching the truths of the Catholic Faith to boys
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Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesday, August 29th
12:00pm - 5:00pm
Friday, August 31st
8:30am - 2:00pm
9:30-10:45 (St. Thomas Aquinas School)
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Catechism of the Catholic Church. The club is open to any
boy of the parish between 5-12 years of age and we
encourage dads and sons to attend together.
If you have questions or would like to see the schedule of
events, please contact Shawn Snyder at
STABlueKnights@gmail.com
Register for the group here: https://goo.gl/forms/
NphaskBg5rWvQqgE2

ATTENTION parishioners and visitors!
In order to ensure the safety of those in the
church and to protect the building itself,
please use only the candles in the candle
stands. These candles and the glass
votives are made and ordered specifically
for proper use in the church. Store bought
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requirements, making them a fire hazard;
therefore they are prohibited.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Spots are filling up fast! Fr. Kieran Kleczewski wants to
invite YOU to the Holy Land Pilgrimage Feb 12-22nd.
Register in the parish office.

Present this flyer to your server
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beverage purchases to support your cause.
Thank You!
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Hot, juicy gourmet burgers. Delicious fresh-cut fries. Superior
salads. Family and friends.
All at Islands.
All for a good cause.
www.islandsrestaurants.com

