
RCIA JOURNEY�

If you are interested in becoming a 

Catholic we’d love to share more 

about what we believe  with you!�

BAPTISMS: Infant/Children�

 Contact Parish Office.�

 Forma�on Session Required.�

ANOINTING OF THE SICK�

 It is best to call at the beginning of 

a serious illness or when surgery is 

first scheduled.�

MARRIAGE�

 Contact Parish Office at least 9 

months prior to an�cipated 

wedding date.�

PENANCE�

 1

st

 Saturday of every month �

3:30�4pm or by appointment.�

COMMUNION to HOMEBOUND�

 Ministers of Care will bring 

Communion to you when you are 

ill & unable to join us in Sunday 

worship. �

We are a Catholic community 

welcoming all, consciously 

celebra�ng the Eucharist with �

joy, together personifying the 

compassion of God to the world.�

OFFICE ON LIMITED HOURS �

Due to limited hours, please email 

staff with any ques�ons. We will 

get back to you as quickly as possi-

ble.  Thank you for your pa�ence. �

WEEKEND MASS �ONLINE �

Saturday� �

Sunday� �

� � 9:00 am�

� � �

WEEKDAY MASS�

Mon�Wed�Fri� 8am�

CENTERING PRAYER �CANCELED�

Wednesdays��

� 9:00am Spirituality Center 

� 6:30pm chapel�

Centering prayer is contempla�ve 

prayer that is centered en�rely on 

the presence of God.�

ST. BRIDGET ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

�

THE FLAME

�

ST. BRIDGET ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

�

THE FLAME

�

Sacramental Life�

Liturgy and Prayer�

Our Mission�

Week at a glance...�

�

�

Monday  8:00am Mass, church�

�

�

Tuesday�

�

�

Wednesday  8:00am Mass, church�

�

�

�

Thursday�

�

�

Friday  8:00am Mass, church�

�

�

Saturday  �

     

2213 N Lindsay Road • Mesa, Arizona 85213�2317  •  (480) 924�9111 • (480) 924�5255 fax • www.stbridget.org�

   July 19, 2020� � � � � � � �     16

th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time�



Dear Parishioners,�

There has hardly been time for me to respond here to several of 

the other major events these days. I’m going to start by sharing a 

passage from the great spiritual writer, Thomas Merton, from his 

book, “Seasons of Celebration” (p174). It seems that keeping 

ourselves growing in an understanding and experience of �

Christian love would be the best place to proceed with deciding 

who to help heal division and wounds as Christians, Merton 

states:  If a person has to be pleasing to me, comforting, �

reassuring, before I can love him, then I cannot truly love him. 

Not that love cannot console or reassure! But if I demand first to 

be reassured, I will never dare to begin loving. If a person has to 

be a Jew or a Christian before I can love him, then I cannot love 

him. If he has to be black or white before I can love him, then I 

cannot love him. If he has to belong to my political party or social 

group before I can love him, then I cannot love him. If he has to 

wear my kind of uniform, then my love is no longer love because it is not free:  it is dictated by �

something outside itself. It is dominated by an appetite other than love. I love not the person but his 

classification, and in that I love him not as person but as a thing. I love his label which confirms me in 

my attachment to my own label. But in that case I don not even love myself. I value myself not for what 

I am, but for my label, my classification.  In this way I remain at the mercy of forces outside myself, and 

those who seem to me to be neighbors are indeed strangers for I am first of all a stranger to myself.  �

� �

We pray in conclusion:  Holy Spirit God, save us from our enclosed communities of faith. Save us from 

our churches of meanest. Save us from our blindness to your great commandment that we love one 

another as we experience You who are love itself.�

Pax Christi,�

Let us pray for those in our parish in need of                    

healing and strength. �

�

�

 God our Healer, support for our human weakness, look with compassion 

on those suffering; relieve the pain of the sick and bring them to full �

recovery;�give strength to all caregivers and medical personnel who care 

for them; and comfort their families during this time of deep stress. �

Welcome into the peace of your kingdom those who have died,�and �

console the loved ones of those who we have lost.  Give us wisdom and 

help us all to persevere in faith throughout this time of tribulation. �

Keep us all in your merciful love. �

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.�



Common Good � Faithful Citizenship �

�

Candidate’s signs adjacent to our roadways, political advertisements on our televisions, messages on our mobile �

devices and in our “real” mailboxes indicate that the election season is upon us in full force.  For those of us who are 

signed up for permanent early voting in Arizona, we have received our ballots and can �

cast our votes in the primary election. �

  �

As Catholics, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral obligation.  �

“People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their lives by acting as committed and responsible �

citizens” (Evangelii Gaudium, no 220).  The obligation to participate in political life is rooted in our baptismal �

commitment to follow Jesus Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do.  As the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church reminds us, “It is necessary that all participate, each according to his position and role, in promoting 

the common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the human person… As far as possible citizens 

should take an active part in public life” (nos 1913�1915).  �

 �

Throughout this election season, St Bridget Common Good Ministry will provide important dates, on�line resources 

and the Catholic Church’s teachings on being faithful citizens. �

  �

Fri, July 24

th

 � Last day for registered voters to request mail�in ballots for AZ Primary Election �

Wed, July 29

th

 � Recommended last day to mail ballot so it arrives in time for AZ Primary Election �

Tues, Aug 4

th

� All AZ Primary ballots must be received by 7pm. �

Mon, Oct 5

th

 � Last day to register for the General Election �

Wed, Oct 7

th

 � Early voting begins.  General Election ballots mailed. �

Tues, Nov 3

rd

 � Election Day!   All ballots must be received by 7pm. �

�

Best website for Statewide Election Information:  https://azsos.gov/elections�

Best website for Maricopa County election information:  https://recorder.maricopa.gov/elections/�

To register to vote and to vote by mail:  https://servicearizona.com/content.jsp?docName=SAZHomeEZVoter1�

For election information in Maricopa County and to track your mailed�in ballot:                                            

https://recorder.maricopa.gov/beballotready�

Weeds�

My wife Teri is a great gardener. We don’t get much of a chance to garden here in the 

hot desert, although we’ve had some respectable flower pots over the years, and she is 

desperately trying to keep some pepper plants alive right now.  But when we lived in 

California, Teri and our neighbor Ernie shared a garden that offered a rich bounty of 

veggies!  �

�

They sure had to work at it though, and I admired the dedication it took, especially 

when it came to weeds. Because if the weeds came up early, it was easy to get them 

out of the garden, but once the vegetables started to mature, they had to let the weeds 

grow too, because as we hear in today’s Gospel � pulling them out would often �

uproot a good plant.�

�

There seem to be a lot of weeds in our world these days. From war, to greed, to racism, to injustice, to the negativity 

that is constantly spewing from our TVs and the internet. Why doesn’t God just uproot all those weeds? For the 

same reason Teri and Ernie were patient: by pulling up a weed, you might inadvertently uproot something good. If 

God were to remove all the evil in the world, he would also have to uproot one of the greatest gifts he gave to us �

humans: the gift of free will. We are able to choose good or evil. Unfortunately, some choose the evil path.�

�

It’s easy to see the weeds that sprout up around us, but what about the times we are the weeds in someone else’s �

garden? We can make poor choices as well, but God loves us enough to let us keep growing, patiently waiting for 

us to grow.  Those may be the times God leaves us alone in hopes we will make better choices. As we hear in the �

parable about the weeds: at the end of time, God will gather up the weeds and burn them, while harvesting the good 

crops and take them in to his barn..  �

�

Some of the weeds in our life may actually be fertilizer tossed on us to help us grow. Some of the most difficult people 

in our lives may really be doing us some good. They may train us to be stronger in our own commitments, to speak up 

for our values, to be patient with those who are struggling and be humble about our own weaknesses.  �

�

Let us pray for the gift of discernment, for the proper use of our free will, to make good choices so that we may one 

day be gathered up in to the love of God’s barn!� � � Steve Raml � Liturgical Ministries Coordinator�



�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

High School Teen Ministry�

 Registration Begins Sunday, August 9th after all 

masses.�

$10�tee shirt fee�

We invite all high school students 9th�12th grade to 

join us twice a month for �

fun, spirituality and friendship!�

BAPTISMS�baptism@stbridget.org�

�

Looking forward:��

We are now accepting registrations              

for infant Baptism.  �

Faith Formation Registration for Fall �

classes begins online August 1�

�

We are working on establishing safe sanitation practices 

and social distancing for everyone’s safety �

for the coming year.�

�

Check your email for upcoming information or news!�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

St. Bridget Spirituality Center�

�

�

Making a Pilgrimage to the beautiful environs�

 of St. Bridget. ��

�

These times are offering opportunities for Christians as 

faith communities to be creative and to explore our 

roots to find old practices that might be relevant and 

accessible for these times.� �

�

The cathedrals of Europe were built with the idea in 

mind for people to come from afar and do                

pilgrimage.� The interior of the buildings added 

'ambulatories', walkways around the nave, "the place 

of assembly".� This allowed people to walk and circle 

the church stopping at side chapels to pray and see  

relics while mass was going on.� �

�

We are fortunate with our plaza to have a beautiful 

walkway that surrounds it.� We hope you come for a 

prayer walk while enjoying the gardens, the health of 

the being outdoors, the prayer and peace of our place, 

memories of times gathered and growing hope for 

times to come. All wonderful ways to stay nourished 

and connected to our parish community during these 

challenging times. �

Check social media: 

@stbteens  (Snapchat, Twitter, Instagram)�

@StBridgetTeens  (Facebook) �

Teen Minister: Thomas Rosales�

�



Knights of Columbus Council #9800�

�

Men of St. Bridget’s Parish, are you interest-

ed in supporting our priests, our parish and 

your family, as well as all of our community? �

�

The K.O.C. and their families have been  doing just that 

since 1882, and you can be part of it all. Come join the 

largest Lay Catholic Men’s organization in the world 

and see how fantastic it is to be with your  fellow          

Catholic men serving our parish and our  community.�

    Just stop and ask any Brother Knight about the      

benefits and the fraternity available to you and your fam-

ily or contact GK James Moore at jmoore237@cox.net 

or call me at 480�415�8713. Meetings are held in Collins 

Hall the first Thursday of every month at 7:30 P.M.       �

Charity�Unity� Fraternity�Patriotism�

      COMMON GOOD MINISTRY 

�

I would like to make an appeal to those in  

possession of greater resources, to public          

authorities and to all people of good will who are     

working for social justice: never tire of working for a 

more just world, marked by solidarity.                         �

� � � � � Pope Francis�

�

URGENT: Thousands of tenants in Arizona are facing 

eviction in just a few days. Governor Ducey’s executive 

order, E.O. 2020�14, delaying eviction for renters         

impacted by COVID�19 is set to expire on July 22nd.  

Not only is Arizona in the middle of the pandemic, but 

we’re currently experiencing the hottest temperatures of 

the year. �

�

TAKE ACTION:  We ask that you join housing         

advocates in sending letters to our governor’s office    

asking 1) to extend the eviction moratorium until the end 

of the year and 2) to provide faster assistance to both 

renters and landlords.  Time is of essence.  Please take a 

few minutes to make your voice heard. As Christians,   

we must take care of the poor.�

�

Email to engage@az.gov.  Write to Office of Governor 

Doug Ducey, 1700 West Washington, Phoenix, Arizona 

85007.  If unable to write, you may call at 602.542.4331. �

�

We regret that the Common Good Ministry will not be 

making calls to our parishioners after all. If you have any 

concerns or ideas for our group, please reach out to   

Alina at 602�369�6016 or AlinaMeraz@aol.com.�

Constant Contact e�mails from St. Bridget?�

�

If you would like to receive Constant Contact emails from 

the parish, please be sure we have your updated �

Email address.�

If you would like to be removed from the list, please let us 

know.  Finance@stbridget.org�

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING (SET) �

�

CMG is incorrect.  Per the diocese, there have been�NO 

CHANGES�to the Diocese of Phoenix Safe Environ-

ment Training program.� The safe environment year re-

mains July 1 ��  June 30, AND volunteers still need to 

renew ANNUALLY between July 1 � Dec. 31.�

�

EVEN if a person completed their SET Foundation on 

June 30, 2020, they still have to complete their SET �

renewal training to comply with the annual require-

ments.� Everyone resets and training is consid-

ered�expired by July 1st of every year.�

�

Last week, you should have received 2 emails from 

me and 1 from Dr. Vargas�Leveriza, OCYP Director at 

the Diocese.  If you didn’t, please check:  �

�

1�is the email account in your volunteer profile correct?�

2�do you have multiple email accounts?  (did you look in             

the one in your profile?)�

3�did you check your Spam/Junk folder? (your Safe 

Sender List should include Safe@stbridget.org)�

4�do you share an email account with another volunteer?  

(only one of you gets these emails)�

Then contact me.�

�

While you’re reviewing your profile . . . there are still 

177 (out of 202) volunteers who have not contacted me 

to change their UserName from the one ending in“.dop”.�

�

�� If you want to use the email address in your profile, 

tell me that in an email�

�� If you want to use something else, call me�

�

Questions/Problems:  Jean McCarthy, 

Safe@stbridget.org OR 602�300�8293 cell, 9�9 daily�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Good news!�AmazonSmile is now available in 

the�Amazon�Shopping app on iOS and Android phones.�

AmazonSmile customers can now support                                    

St Bridget Roman Catholic Parish Mesa�

in the�Amazon�shopping app on iOS and Android phones �

Simply follow these instructions to turn�on AmazonSmile 

and start generating donations.�

�

1.� Open the�Amazon�Shopping app on your device�

2.� Go into the main menu of the�Amazon�Shopping app 

and tap into 'Settings'�

3.� Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on�screen                    

� instructions to complete the process.�



BULLETIN DUE DATES:�

�

Bulletin is due 9:00am on the Monday before 

publication date. (LPI guidelines)�

       ST. VINCENT DEPAUL 

480-807-1493  

Spiritual�

Hearing this Gospel, we can trust that God knows 

our love and good deeds, and that he will mercifully 

gather us into his kingdom.�This week, please say a 

special prayer each day for the poor and forgotten 

in our parish.�

Are you or a family you know in need of food or 

rent/utility assistance? Please contact SVDP to 

confidentially discuss the situation.� �

Pantry Needs �

At this time, our pantry could use the following:�

baby wipes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, jelly, 

spaghetti sauce,�canned soup, and other 

nonperishables.�Please drop pantry items in the 

cart outside the SVDP office between 9 a.m. � 12 

noon. Thank you for your generosity!!�

Membership�

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) is open 

to all those who seek to live their faith, loving and 

committing themselves to their neighbors in 

need.�Membership in the St. Bridget Conference of 

the Society of the SVDP is open to individuals who 

seek to answer the call to service. �

For more information please contact the office 

at 480�807�1493. �

�

Readings for the week �

of July 19, 2020�

�

Monday:� Mi 6:1�4, 6�8/Ps 50:5�6, 8�9, 16bc�17, 21  

� � and 23 [23b]/Mt 12:38�42�

Tuesday:� Mi 7:14�15, 18�20/Ps 85:2�4, 5�6, 7�8 �

� � [8a]/Mt 12:46�50�

Wednesday:� Sg 3:1�4b or 2 Cor 5:14�17/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 

� � 5�6, 8�9 [2]/Jn 20:1�2, 11�18�

Thursday:� Jer 2:1�3, 7�8, 12�13/Ps 36:6�7ab, 8�9, 10

� � �11 [10a]/Mt 13:10�17�

Friday:�� Jer 3:14�17/Jer 31:10, 11�12abcd, 13 [cf. 

� � 10d]/Mt 13:18�23�

Saturday:� 2 Cor 4:7�15/Ps 126:1bc�2ab, 2cd�3, 4�5, 

� � 6 [5]/Mt 20:20�28�

Next Sunday:� 1 Kgs 3:5, 7�12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76�77, �

� � 127�128, 129�130 [97a]/Rom 8:28�30/Mt 

� � 13:44�52 or 13:44�46�

Monday 8:00am      Pro Populo 

Tuesday 8:00am      Special Intentions 

Wednesday 8:00am      Special Intentions 

Thursday 8:00am      Special Intentions 

Friday             8:00am      Special Intentions 

Saturday        4:30pm      Special Intentions 

Sunday 7:30am      Special Intentions 

            9:15am      Special Intentions 

            11:00am     Special Intentions 

July 20�July 26, 2020�

For all in our parish �

community who are in need of 

our prayers: �

Please pray for all the deceased of 

our parish, their family and friends. �

�

Weekend of July 12, 2020�

�

�

Plate� � � $                0�

Tithely On�line� $    2,827.64�

ACH Checks� � $       500.00�

Mail in�� � $    3,308.08 � � �  

� � � $    6,635.72�

�

POPE� � � $     480.00�

Summer Deficit� $     300.00�

Reduction �

�

For your convenience we have installed a secured         

lock box  by the elevator. The box is checked daily 

for any donations that are dropped off.�

For more information about online giving, please     

contact Pat Shaneyfelt at finance@stbridget.org or call 

the office.�

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER CHAIN�

During front office closure, prayer chain requests for 

the bulletin can be emailed to Char Prado 

char.prado@yahoo.com�

�

�� Rev Scott Ritchey &  

his wife Laura�

�� Bill Zarek�

�� Richard Fritz�

�� Fran Hernandez &   

family�

�

�

�

�� All caregivers, �

�� First Responders, �

�� Nurses, Doctors and all 

health personnel, �

�� All those who have lost 

their jobs�
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Assisted 
Living
Referral Service

I will help you find the best 

assisted living home or 

apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER 

(480) 688-6954
NO 

CHARGE

hough 
l aw  o f f i c e s ,  pl l c

Michael H. Hough- Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94 

Jacqueline D. Hough - USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949 
2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209 

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
ESTATE PLANNING

Contact Jaime Martinez Arvizu to place an ad today! 
jarvizu@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5831

Arizona

CatholicMatch.com/AZ
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More Than A Great Pizza Place 

CHICAGO STYLE

FREE Appetizer  
or Dessert

with the purchase of $25 or more 
Not valid with any other discounts

Lunch & Dinner - Open 7 Days A Week
Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering

480-832-3311 • 1947 North Linsay Road

www.vitospizza.com

Lic. #160194 

Bonded/Insured/Member BBB

Roofs-Repairs-Reroofs 
New Construction

Integrity-Reliability 
Professionalism

480-756-9527

COSMETIC AND
FAMILY DENTISTRY

I have been practicing in the area since 1989

and would love to be your dentist.

Accepting new patients: please call our
office for complimentary exam and x-rays.

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED.

1244 N. Greenfield Rd., Ste. 105  Mesa, Arizona 85205

(480) 981-0094 T |                   | www.drkindt.com

THE BRIGHT SMILE.   THE RIGHT SMILE.   FOR LIFE.

• REFRIGERATION

• AIR CONDITIONING

• RESIDENTIAL

• COMMERCIAL

602-957-3745
service@AccuTempAZ.com

HomeSmart Northeast Mesa 
Joseph M Szabo 

2913 North Power Road, Suite 101 • Mesa, AZ 85215 
O 480.739.2223 • C 480.203.6069 • F 480.739.2007 
A Contemporary Realtor with Traditional Values!  

                              REALTOR* SA653832000 

Parishioner

Providing tax and accounting services to individuals, 
small business and non-profit organizations. 

Please visit our website for more information.

421 E. University Drive, Mesa, Arizona 85203

480-649-9550  •  www.tccpa.com

Parishioner Discount with this ad


