
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 19, 2020 

Catholic Community 

MAKING  JESUS  KNOWN 

Saint Joseph on the Rio Grande 

                                                        Second Sunday of Easter 

   
                                                                                                            
 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT                                                        

The Catholic Community of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande is a member of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and is in union with the  Roman 

Catholic Church. We believe in and celebrate the presence of Christ in our world through Word and Sacrament.                                                              

We strive to make Jesus known in the local community through ministries of faith, hospitality, liturgy, compassion and justice.|  

www.sjrgcc.org   |  5901 St. Joseph Drive NW  |  Albuquerque, NM 87120  |  505-839-7952  | 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews,  Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace  be with 

you."  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you."  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy 

Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.  Tho-

mas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when  Jesus came.  So the other dis-

ciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe. ‘ Now a week later his disciples were again Inside 

and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the 

doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, 

"Peace  be with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your 

finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and 

put it into my side, and do not be  unbelieving, but be-

lieve." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my 

God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe be-

cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and have believed." Now Jesus did many other signs 

in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 

book.                                       John 20: 19-31    

                      My Lord and my God 

      Sunday of Divine Mercy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 62: “In you alone is my soul at rest. My help 

comes from you.”                                                             

                                                                    

Faith in the resurrection of Jesus is not based on 

the testimony of a bunch of gullible people.                          

Mark tells us what a skeptical reception                       

Mary Magdalene got when she tried to tell                              

the disciples about seeing the Risen Lord.                  

“When they heard that he was alive and had been 

seen by her, they refused to believe it” (16:11).  

Similarly with the disciples who said they had             

met Jesus walking to Emmaus:                                      

“The others put no more faith in them than in 

Mary Magdalene” (13). The resurrection was not 

something psychologically convenient for                      

the disciples, but something forced on them                     

by reality and repeated testimony.  

It is encouraging that all the evidence in the                  

Gospels indicates how slow and                                     

uncomprehending the disciples were                       

during his lifetime about who Jesus was.                       

And, all the more, this should help us in our 

doubts. Some of our prayer should be for                  

a firmer, more genuine faith in the Risen Lord and 

all that this means for human misery and death. 

The joy that echoes in the prayer of the church              

and in the music of the season can be truly ours            

if we recall and ponder the resistance of the                   

disciples to the resurrection and how they came              

to believe. Present disruption will surely give way 

to Alleluias. �

Psalm 27: “I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness / 

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; / be stouthearted, and 

wait for the Lord!” 

Psalm 62: “In you alone is my soul at rest. My help 

comes from you.” 

 

It has dawned on readers, I hope, in the course                

of these reflections, that the writer believes the               

resurrection should have a huge impact on our                 

life and attitude. Yet, it would be too simple to               

believe that the resurrection quickly erases                       

our own Good Fridays. It should be one of those 

obvious truths that we can't run ahead to Easter 

without having walked through Good Friday. 

If Easter faith is too easy it might be false,                            

superficial. Inexperience or extremely odd                       

circumstances might have shielded one or the                 

other of us from Good Friday, from some sort of           

suffering or pain. But Easter and the hope it brings 

only come to full significance after that Friday. 

Even when we are able to come to Easter after a 

particularly deep wound, our joy in Easter may                 

still have a bit of a melancholic edge.                                

To suggest that faith in the resurrection blots out                  

all sorrow, pain, and difficulty, would certainly                    

be to suggest a too-easy answer.                                          

Jesus only came to the resurrection                                     

through the suffering and discouragement                          

of Good Friday; it certainly can't be otherwise              

for us. Easter does not come too easily.                                 

But it does follow Good Friday. We pray                          

and trust that a joyous reunion with friends                                 

will follow coronavirus. 

Psalm 27: “I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness / 

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; / be stouthearted, and 

wait for the Lord!” 
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 Divine Mercy Sunday:   From Creation, God has revealed his nature as love itself, in Sacred             

Scripture and most perfectly in the life, Passion, death and Resurrection of his Son, Jesus. Saints have also 

borne witness to God’s unfathomable love, e.g., in the writings of Augustine, Aquinas, Catherine of Siena, 

Francis of Assisi, Margaret Mary Alacoque and Therese of Lisieux. 

 In his second encyclical,Rich in Mercy, Pope Saint John Paul II offers an extended meditation on the 

mystery of God’s mercy, which he calls “the greatest of the attributes and perfections of God” (Dives in 

Misericordia, 13). He returned to this theme throughout his pontificate: 

As a gift to humanity, which sometimes seems bewildered and overwhelmed by the power of evil, selfishness, 

and fear, the Risen Lord offers His love that pardons, reconciles, and reopens hearts to love. It is a love that 

converts hearts and gives peace. How much the world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy!                

Lord, who reveals the Father’s love by Your death and Resurrection, we believe in You and confidently repeat 

to You today: Jesus, I trust in You, have mercy upon us and upon the whole world. 

    ~ St. Pope John Paul II, Regina Caeli message prepared for Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 2005    

What is mercy if not the boundless love of God, who confronted with human sin, restrains the sentiment of 

severe justice and, allowing Himself to be moved by the wretchedness of His creatures, spurs Himself to the 

total gift of self, in the Son’s cross …?   

Saint Faustina: Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took on dire urgency in the 20th Century, 

when civilization began to experience an “eclipse of the sense of God” and, therefore to lose the understand-

ing of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human life. In the 1930s, Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. 

Maria Faustina Kowalska, to receive private revelations concerning Divine Mercy that were recorded in her 

Diary. St. John Paul II explains:   This was precisely the time when those ideologies of evil, nazism and com-

munism, were taking shape. Sister Faustina became the herald of the one message capable of off-setting the 

evil of those ideologies, that fact that God is mercy—the truth of the merciful Christ. And for this reason, when 

I was called to the See of Peter, I felt impelled to pass on those experiences of a fellow Pole that deserve a 

place in the treasury of the universal Church.    ~ Pope Saint John Paul II, Memory and Identity (2005) 

1– Make the Sign of the Cross             2. Optional Opening Prayer: You expired, Jesus, but the source of 

life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world.  O Fount of Life, un-

fathomable Divine Mercy,   envelope the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.    3– Our Father  

4– Hail Mary  5– Apostles Creed               6– The Eternal Father, I offer 

you the Body and Blood, Soul and   Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son,  Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.         

7– on the 10 small beads of each decade: For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, 

have mercy on us and on the whole world.                    8– Repeat for the re-

maining decades   9– Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times)  Holy God, 

Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world.        10– Optional Closing Prayer: Eternal God, in whom mercy is end-

less and the treasury of compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not de-

spair nor become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves                       

to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.                                                               



 

 

 

 

To the extent we are homebound, and left to our own resources to make our time fruitful, perhaps               

doing our own version of a Jesuit practice could be worth our time.  St. Ignatius designed a retreat             

program that could be completed in four weeks, called the Spiritual Exercises.  This is a broad outline            

of the program:  

First week. The first week of the Exercises is a time of reflection on our lives in light of God’s boundless love 

for us. We see that our response to God’s love has been hindered by patterns of sin. We face these sins 

knowing that God wants to free us of everything that gets in the way of our loving response to him. The first 

week ends with a meditation on Christ’s call to follow him.  

 

Second week. The meditations and prayers of the second week teach us how to follow Christ as his disciples. 

We reflect on Scripture passages: Christ’s birth and baptism, his sermon on the mount, his ministry of healing 

and teaching, his raising Lazarus from the dead. We are brought to decisions to change our lives to do 

Christ’s work in the world and to love him more intimately.  

 

Third week. We meditate on Christ’s Last Supper, passion, and death. We see his suffering and the gift of the 

Eucharist as the ultimate expression of God’s love.  

 

Fourth week. We meditate on Jesus’ resurrection and his apparitions to his disciples. We walk with the risen 

Christ and set out to love and serve him in concrete ways in our lives in the world. 

Meditating on Scripture stories can be fruitful way of disciplining ourselves, getting to know Jesus in more              

intimate and concrete ways, and even discovering more about ourselves than we expected.  This quotation is 

from their website. (IgnatianSpirituality.com): 

Imaginative Prayer  

Among other forms of prayer, the Spiritual Exercises presents an imaginative way of placing yourself within 

the biblical stories.  

"We see the fishermen hauling in their nets on the Sea of 

Galilee, hear the smack of waves against the boat’s hull, 

feel the sunshine on our skins, ..." Santa Clara University 

literature professor Ron Hansen has explained. "With all 

five senses wholly engaged, we become part of the 

scene and can be as shocked and happy as Peter was 

when he recognized that it was the risen Christ who was 

roasting a fish on a charcoal fire on the shore and 

plunged into the sea to wade to him."   (John 21: 1-15 ) 

This, or any of the other Easter stories the bulletin has featured, could be used to match the season and get us 

started in this concrete kind of prayer. The bulletins can be accessed by going to the parish website:  

www.sjrgcc.org 

To explore more Jesuit  aids to prayer, go to  www.ignatianspirituality.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  Income received by the parish during this  emergency: 

   Week of March 18  Total income: 5,602.04   

 

   Week of March 27     5,399.50 

 

   Week of April 3     9,730,68 

 

April 6, 2020 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande Parish, 

On Monday, March 23

rd

, the Finance Council remotely held our monthly Finance 

Council meeting to review the financial position of the parish and understand the 

changes parish staff are making in response to the corona virus social distancing 

requirements.  

I would like to begin by thanking you for your financial stewardship to St. Joseph 

on the Rio Grande Parish. Your past contributions allow us to continue paying the 

office staff who are able to continue working to serve our parish community along 

with ongoing expenses and mortgage for the Nazareth Center.   

The fiscal planning by Monsignor and Finance Council has placed the parish on 

decent financial ground for the near future. We will continue to meet regularly 

and monitor the incoming revenue and outgoing expenses very closely. Necessary 

adjustments will be made moving forward to help ensure the parish remains fi-

nancially sound.  `  

We understand so many of you are facing difficult financial circumstances as the 

pandemic passes. If your stewardship allows, your continued financial support, 

even on a reduced basis, would be very much appreciated. 

I ask you to continue praying and asking St. Joseph for his intercession to help us 

be bold in these difficult times in supporting our parish community and making 

Jesus known through our thoughts and actions.   

You remain in our thoughts and prayers as we continue to serve our parish. 

Sincerely, 

 

Frances Donio 

Chairperson, SJRG Finance Council 



DIRECTORY 

Phone:  505.839.7952 

Website:  www.sjrgcc.org 

E-mail address:  bulletin@sjrgparish.org 

Bulletin deadline:  3 pm Fridays 

Contact  Jeanine Fried at the parish office.  

To view the bulletin, go to www.sjrgcc.org  

Events and News: bulletin 

   

  PASTOR       Monsignor Lambert Joseph Luna 

   

  SACRAMENTAL MINISTER  Father William McNichols 

   

  DEACONS    George Miller    *   Bert Dohle   

                                 

  OFFICE STAFF            Dawn Wenzl   

     Isabel Orosco   *   Jeanine Fried 

                    Jessica Armijo   *    Deborah Bauer 

 

  MAINTENANCE STAFF 

        Lawrence Encinias    

  OFFICE HOURS 

8:30 am   - 12:00 pm   1:00 pm  - 4:30 pm  

 Monday through Friday 

 

  RCIA  Mary Ann Sabie 839-7952    

 

  YOUTH FAITH FORMATION (Religious Education) 

George Miller 244-2154    YFF@sjrgparish.org  

 Stephanie Pickup 

Hours: Monday, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Please pray for: Joseph Laredo, Albert Montano, Sylvia Gutierrez, 

Lorenzo Flores, Amanda Aragon,  Keenan Brosnith, Brantley 

Daugherly,  Melda Moya, Lawrence Saiz, JoAnn Ireland, Albert 

Lovato, Deanna Keezer, Mary Lou Waruszewski, Esther 

Maldonado, Angela Hartfield, Elizabeth Montero, Michael Smith, 

D Chavez, Lupe Tafoya, Wayne Luco, Willie & Josie Vallejos, Mike 

Aragon, Amanda Mora, Sherry McManus,   Rodrigo Pavon, Jessie 

Martinez, Hope Chavez, Josephine Smith, Shelby Wallace, Ray-

mond Romero, Marcus Vigil, Carlene Lopez, Lucia Larez,  Alfonso 

& Mike Uribe, Rick Lucero, Valen Romero, Robert May, Elena 

Baca, Delia Trujillo, Maureen Jett , Harriet B. Smith, Josiah Lujan, 

Ruben Clemens, Angelica Apodaca, Claudette Chavez, Krista Va-

lerio, Jose Alvarado, Brittany Miller, Joseph Lopez, Richard Estrada, 

Linda Weakland, Tommy Trujillo, Andrew Ortiz, Lorenzo 

Gutierrez, Manuel Ortiz, Tina Archuleta, Nate Oiler.  

     

 April 19, 2020           

                Second  Sunday of Easter 

               Mass Intentions  

April 18    �Joe Ben, Simon and Demetrio Barela 

       �Antonio , Delores & Anthony Lopez 

       St. Joseph: thanksgiving for prayers  

    answered 

April 19    

   8:00 am    For the Intention of the People

 10:00 am �April Darling Rose Herrera 

 �Pedro Valdez �Joseph Dohle 

 12:00 pm        �David Urias 

    �Adelina Carabajal 

April 21  �Severino & Steven Trujillo 

April 22   �Ada Bergin 

April 25   �Alicia  Morales 

    �Herb Herrerra,  

April 26  5:00 pm �Amalia & Ernest Fiorentin 

April 27  

 10:00 am  For the Intention of the People 

 12:00 pm  �Raymond Posladek 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 19                      GOSPEL FOR  APRIL 26 

2020 April 19 SUN: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Acts 2: 42-47/ Ps 118 / 1 Peter 1: 3-9/ John 20: 19-31 

 

2020 April 20 MON: EASTER WEEKDAY 

Acts 4: 23-31/ John 3: 1-8 

 

2020 April 21 TUES: EASTER WEEKDAY: St. Anselm 

Acts 4: 32-37/ John 3:7b-15 

 

2020 April 22 WED: EASTER WEEKDAY 

Acts 5: 17-26/ John 3:16-21 

 

2020 April 23 THURS: EASTER WEEKDAY: St. George 

Acts 5: 27-33 / John 3:16-21 

 

2020 April 24 FRI: EASTER WEEKDAY: St. Fidelis 

Acts 5:34-42/ John 6:1-15 

 

2020 April 25 SAT: St. Mark, Evangelist 

1 Peter5:5b-14/ Mark 16: 15-20 

 

2020 April 26  SUN: THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 2:14\, 22--33/1 PETER 1:17-21, Luke 24-13-35 

LUKE 24: 13-35 Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven 

miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the 

things that had occurred. And it happened that while they were conversing and 

debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them,  but their eyes were 

prevented from recognizing him.  He asked them, "What are you discussing as 

you walk along?" They stopped, looking downcast. One of them, named 

Cleopas, said to him in reply, "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does 

not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?" And he           

replied to them, "What sort of things?" They said to him, "The things that             

happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people,  how our chief priests and rulers both handed 

him over to a sentence of death and crucified him.  But we were hoping that he 

would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day 

since this took place. Some women from our group, however, have astounded 

us: they were at the tomb early in the morning  and did not find his body; they 

came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who an-

nounced that he was alive.  Then some of those with us went to the tomb and 

found things just as the women had described, but him they did not see."  And 

he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that 

the prophets spoke!  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer  these 

things and enter into his glory?"  Then beginning with Moses and all the proph-

ets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the scriptures.  As they 

approached the village to which they were going, he gave the impression that he 

was going on farther. But they urged him, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening…                      
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Neighborhood Grill & Bar
Dine With Us Daily & After Mass

2711 Coors Blvd. NW

352-6544

John Chavez
Office: 831-7622
Cell: 315-1302

jchavez@farmersagent.com

Louis R. Rivera, DDS, PA

“Welcoming
patients

as friends.”

4824 McMahon Blvd. NW #105 • Albuquerque, NM
Across the street from the Lovelace Westside Hospital

890-1911

 

6230 Fourth St. NW

345-5339

“Peoples Choice Award - New Mexican Food ”
The Stafford Family Appreciates Your Patronage

ESTATE PLANNING  
WILLS • TRUSTS

John A. Budagher
john@budagherlaw.com
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         Family Dentistry

6911 Taylor Ranch Rd., Ste. C-5

898-8063

Bernard L. Ela,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor

6300 Riverside Plaza Lane NW
Suite 150

Albuquerque, NM 87120

Bus. 505-792-8902
bernard.ela@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC

Considering a Trust
or Will?

Call Attorney

James E. Dory
505-550-0395

10320 Cottonwood Park NW, Ste E
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Near Cottonwood Mall

TRUSTS * WILLS * PROBATE
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897-5962
7911 Lorraine CT-A NE

Sales • Installation • Repair

$15 off Repair
with this ad 
All Makes & Models

Parts Available
Broken Springs, Cables, 

Doors Replaced
Free Estimates     Lic. # 80688
www.garagedoorsbynestor.com

A-1 FIREWOOD
U - Pick up or We Deliver

Cedar - Pinion - Oak - Pecan
Mesquite - Hickory

Landscaping Materials
Gravel (Santa Fe Brown RR Ties - Bark)
242-8181 • 3134 Bridge Blvd SW

Deacon Roger & Debbie Ayers
898-HOLY (4659)

9469 Coors Blvd. NW

Lunch - Dinner
Catering

831-4191
3301 Coors Rd.

mimmo’s  

Ristorante & Pizzeria 

Dine Daily & After Mass!

FOUR STAR 
MECHANICAL SERVICES INC

 

P.O. Box 67348 Office 890-4200
Albuquerque, NM 87193 Fax 897-2073
Lic. # 85705 

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Gas, Sewer & Drains

PERICO’S 
TACOS AND BURRITOS

(505) 839-4762
Sunday Special: 
Buy One, Get One 1/2 OFF!

2810 Coors Blvd. NW, Suite C, Albuquerque

505.243.7861505.243.7861

1000 Old Coors Drive SW1000 Old Coors Drive SW

Albuquerque, NM 87121Albuquerque, NM 87121

www.gabaldonmortuary.netwww.gabaldonmortuary.net

Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404

“The service you have trusted“The service you have trusted
for over 65 years”for over 65 years”

Do you have a question
about Medicare?

Preventive Services, Prescription Drug

Assistance Information, Medicare Fraud,

Open Enrollment and Much More.

For more Information or to apply

for help call 1-800-432-2080

Our Assistance is Non-Biased, Confidential and Free!

Learn about:

Aimee Romero
Coldwell Banker Legacy

Realtor

Email for a FREE Market

Analysis of your home!

iPhone: 505-269-9878

Office: 505-892-1000
Email: aimee.realestate@yahoo.com

717 Stover Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

243-5222
Christina Ornelas

Location Manager
www.garciamortuary.com

20% off20% off
EntireEntire
checkcheck

Excludes whole pies.Excludes whole pies.

Not valid with any otherNot valid with any other
discounts, offers or promotionsdiscounts, offers or promotions

1741 Rio Rancho Blvd • 892-4200

 
Top Quality Windows & Doors 

at a Reasonable Price 

Call today for a FREE Estimate! 

Dan Ballard 
Design Consultant 

505-280-9370

Contact Gabriel Lara to place an ad today!
glara@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5842

Destination specialties include: Catholic Pilgrimages

Blessed Are the Curious For They Will Have Adventures

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
6111 Taylor Ranch Rd. NW

Located behind Taylor Ranch
Community Center in free-standing building
(505) 898-2000 smilesthatwork.com 

2 Locations to Serve You

2912 Eubank NE
(at Candelaria)

Albuquerque, NM
(505) 294-1427

Business Hours | Mon - Sat: 9AM - 7PM
Sunday: 9:30AM - 6PM

6100H Coors Blvd.
(at Montano Plaza)
Albuquerque, NM
(505) 898-6121


