
 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24, 2020 

Catholic Community 

MAKING  JESUS  KNOWN 

Saint Joseph on the Rio Grande 

                      The Ascension of the Lord

   

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT                                                        

The Catholic Community of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande is a member of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and is in union with the  Roman 

Catholic Church. We believe in and celebrate the presence of Christ in our world through Word and Sacrament.                                                              

We strive to make Jesus known in the local community through ministries of faith, hospitality, liturgy, compassion and justice.|  

www.sjrgcc.org   |  5901 St. Joseph Drive NW  |  Albuquerque, NM 87120  |  505-839-7952  | 

   

 

The eleven  disciples went to Galilee, 

to the mountain to which Jesus had 

ordered them.  When they saw him, 

they worshiped, but they doubted. 

Then Jesus approached and said to 

them,  "All power in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.  Go, 

therefore,  and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son   

and of the holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.  And behold,         

I am with you always, until the 

end of the age."                               

 Matthew 28: 16-20     

How will I use the next four 

weeks to consciously and           

deliberately listen to  the voice 

of the Spirit,  celebrate our              

sacred feast days,  and act like         

a disciple of Jesus. 

Jesus has been promising he would return to the Father, telling his 

disciples that he would send the Holy Spirit  and that he would be 

with them always.  Along with those promises  is his desire that these 

disciples of his would go forward and make disciples of all they           

encounter.  By the end of the 40 days after his death on the cross, 

the disciples had had many encounters with him, in which  they 

could perceive physical differences, and the same intense Lord who 

is just beginning the real work of revealing to human beings what 

God intends for humanity, and the ways in which those plans could 

be fulfilled. During this time the dis-

ciples have renewed their complete 

devotion to Jesus, perhaps with 

much anguish about how all that he 

expects could possibly be done by 

these flawed human beings.  Perhaps 

they forgot an important promise he 

made before his death: that the         

Father would send the Spirit to                

instruct, awaken, strengthen and   

confirm them.  So he repeats his 

promise, telling them before he           

departs that they should pray for the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  And they are 

to remember that he himself will be 

with them until the end of time. 

May God give you a Spirit of wisdom, revelation and knowledge  of  him. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Talafous OSB, Saint John’s University/                                                                    

Collegeville, MN. 56321         

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph on the Rio Grande’s                                                 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference                                        

wishes to thank all parishioners who have                                      

continued to support our efforts through                        

your online giving.                                                                 

Clearly dire needs among our neighbors                                    

have increased with the onset of the                                            

Covid-19 virus, and we are grateful                                       

for your continued support.                                         

Please continue to let us know if you                                        

or any of your neighbors are in great need                                 

of assistance. We help all who need help—                             

they need not be Catholic.                                                        

Anyone in need can call the parish office                                    

at 505-839-7952                                                           

or the city-wide SVdP Clearinghouse                                          

at 505-346-1500                                                             

to request help with their bills. 

 

 The reflection set for this day before Covid–19 took over began with words of E. B. White. “I arise in the 

morning, torn between a desire to save the world and a desire to savor (enjoy) the world. That makes it hard to 

plan the day.” Even while living under stay-at-home restrictions, this quotation may still have some relevance. Fac-

ing the sameness of stay-at-home we can understandably be dreaming of the day of liberation from this when we 

can savor life as we knew it in normal times. Going out to dinner, to a play or a ballgame, or simply for a drink or 

coffee with a good friend. Ah-h-h. Or we may be thinking of how to improve the world ahead. As some think/hope 

the end of lock-down is in sight, writers and TV journalists are speculating about what should follow in The New 

Normal. Life and thinking undoubtedly will have been impacted profoundly by this huge and painful interruption. 

What will normality look like? Most seem to think that “better” is part of the answer. Like E.B. White, improving 

the world seems what most imagine; the normal should be more equitable than what we remember as normal. 

One well-known columnist imagines that the slow, often painfully slow life of stay-at-home will have made us 

question the frenzied pace we remember as normal. Consequently,  perhaps we will look for a less frenzied ap-

proach to life. 

As seems appropriate, we should mine the words of one of the most respected spokespersons for the Christian tra-

dition, Francis, the Bishop of Rome. There one finds hope that the compassion we have felt for our unemployed 

brothers and sisters, for the homeless and disabled, that this neighborliness will soften the hard edges of the world's 

economics. While also never forgetting the place of prayer and the inner life, Francis still can't get the poor and the 

weak out of his thoughts. For example: to the leaders of the world's largest economies he has said: “I ask you to 

ensure that humanity is served by wealth                           

not ruled by it.” A good principle for The New               

Normal. Elsewhere, fleshing out that ideal he says: 

“To live charitably means not looking out for our own 

interests, but carrying the burdens of the weakest             

and poorest among us.” The New Normal                          

should give the common good priority in human             

society along with the dignity of every human being. 

And, Francis spells this out in terms of social justice, 

e.g., a living wage for unskilled workers, welcoming   

immigrants and refugees, care for the earth,                        

diminishing wealth inequality, peaceful conflict                

resolution, providing education and                                 

health care for all, etc. 

Let this tentative musing about The New Normal end 

with encouraging words from the head of a                        

metropolitan Catholic Charities: “I have read your          

Reflections faithfully during the Covid-19 pandemic.        

I hope and pray that soon your Reflections will be of 

gratitude for being on the other side of this, with the 

New Normal better than the former.”  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fear of the Lord: Wonder and Awe  Piety is the willingness to  Knowledge is the ability  

in God’s Presence,  Is a healthy respect  worship God and respond  to comprehend the basic 

for the power and majesty of God,   to the Divine Presence.  It  meaning and message of 

who is not a source of fear, but our  gives us a deep sense of  Jesus. 

loving Father.      Respect for God. 

 

Fortitude is the gift that  enables    Counsel is the ability to know      Understanding is knowledge  

us  to take risks and to  overcome     the difference between right       beyond to surface of things  

Fear as we try to live out the      and wrong, and then to choose       in order to grasp their  spiritual 

Gospel of Jesus        what is good.         significance. 

 

       Wisdom Is the comprehension of God and all things divine                                                                     

          as far as humanly possible,                                                                                                

            allowing us to love as God loves.  

We received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in our Baptism 

and most definitely in our Confirmation.    The Gifts are 

always present for us to use.  They are ways the Holy 

Spirit  aids us in our efforts to become more like Christ 

and to live a life that reflects God’s purposes for us and 

our willingness to cooperate with that purpose. 

The Gifts, then, support our efforts in living a life like 

Christ would live it.  This process is one of perceiving 

good and evil and responding to life’s issues with              

wisdom.  The Spirit is always with us to support our   

good intentions, clarify our limited vision, and   

strengthen our will to make the wise choice. 

When we are in situations that test our fidelity to God,  

or seem too dangerous for us to make a choice, the  

Spirit is with us with these Gifts to give us right judgment 

and strength. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sequence for the Feast of Pentecost 

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light, 

From the clear celestial height. 

Thy pure beaming radiance give. 

Come, thou Father of the poor, 

Come, with treasures which endure; 

Come, thou Light of all that live! 

Thou, of all consolers best, 

Thou, the soul's delightful guest, 

Dost refreshing peace bestow. 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet; 

Pleasant coolness in the heat; 

Solace in the midst of woe. 

Light immortal, Light divine, 

Visit thou these hearts of thine, 

And our inmost being fill. 

If thou take thy grace away, 

Nothing pure in man will stay; 

All his good is turned to ill. 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 

On our dryness pour thy dew, 

Wash the stains of guilt away. 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 

Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 

Guide the steps that go astray. 

Thou, on us who evermore 

Thee confess and thee adore, 

With thy sevenfold gifts descend. 

Give us comfort when we die; 

Give us life with thee on high; 

Give us joys that never end. 

Amen. Alleluia. 

Jesus urges his disciples to prepare 

for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

His disciple Paul has articulated 

some of this reality as he                          

describes the effects of the                     

Holy Spirit  on his many                            

communities. 

 

These could also be the root of our 

anticipation of the Spirit, who will 

come to us and grant spiritual              

gifts to our community. 

These letters of Paul detail his hopes 

for these communities: 

1 Corinthians 12: 1-31  

& all of Chapter 13 

Romans 12 

Ephesians 4 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO (May 11, 2020) Catholic Charities Adult Education program 

has moved completely online for the summer semester in light of COVID-19 health precau-

tions. This remote learning model ensures that students can complete courses in High School 

Equivalency, College English Readiness (ACCUPLACER Preparation), Conversational English, 

English as a Second Language and Citizenship Preparation from home.  

Catholic Charities will have a limited supply of Chromebook laptops available for students to 

borrow if they need.  

Online registration for classes is open May 11th through May 24th for all new and return-

ing students.  The only cost to students is a $15.00 registration fee payable by credit/debit 

card or bank transfer. Tuition waivers are available to anyone who needs them. Summer se-

mester classes begin the week of May 27th and end August 13th.  

With this new format of classes, students who were previously unable to attend classes at our 

offices will now be able to take part in our adult education program. This increased access to 

course offerings for students, regardless of their location, allows Catholic Charities to broaden 

its services in the Albuquerque community and beyond.  

Teachers at Catholic Charities have been training in methods for online education. With 

classes going online, not only will all students gain knowledge in their chosen subject area, but 

they will also gain skills in digital literacy. Our team of over 15 teachers is ready to help all 

students and support them in their educational goals. Over 400 students enrolled in classes at 

Catholic Charities last semester.  

To register for classes for the summer term, students should visit: www.ccasfnm.org/edu  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES  

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM 

ALL ONLINE THIS SUMMER! 



DIRECTORY 

Phone:  505.839.7952 

Website:  www.sjrgcc.org 

E-mail address:  bulletin@sjrgparish.org 

Bulletin deadline:  3 pm Fridays 

Contact  Jeanine Fried at the parish office.  

To view the bulletin, go to www.sjrgcc.org  

Events and News: bulletin 

   

  PASTOR       Monsignor Lambert Joseph Luna 

   

  SACRAMENTAL MINISTER  Father William McNichols 

   

  DEACONS    George Miller    *   Bert Dohle   

                                 

  OFFICE STAFF            Dawn Wenzl   

     Isabel Orosco   *   Jeanine Fried 

                    Jessica Armijo   *    Deborah Bauer 

 

  MAINTENANCE STAFF 

        Lawrence Encinias    *    Leo Apodaca  

  OFFICE HOURS 

8:30 am   - 12:00 pm   1:00 pm  - 4:30 pm  

 Monday through Friday 

  RCIA  Mary Ann Sabie 839-7952    

  YOUTH FAITH FORMATION (Religious Education) 

George Miller 244-2154    YFF@sjrgparish.org  

 Stephanie Pickup 

Hours: Monday, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm   

  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL           vbs@sjrgcc.org   

                                           

          May 24, 2020 

The Ascension of the Lord 

Mass Intentions 

May 23       � Maria S.I. Languit  

     Jeanine Fried:  Birthday 

May 24      For the Intention of the People 

                   � Della Gallegos 

         �    Jose Pedro Valdez 

                   � Patty Valdez 

May 27       �    Albino Gallegos 

May 29       �    Hsiaochung Wang 

May 30       � Janice Saavedra 

May 31       � Eli, Rose & Jenny Serracino 

         �    Ruth Cordova Seldridge 

 

 

 

 

Collections Deposited for the Weekend May 10 

  Offertory           $  5,778.00 

  St. Vincent de Paul              1,031.00 

  Special Collections           375.00 

  CRS/ Rice Bowl       184.44 

  Nazareth Center    3,489.00 

  Total            $10,857.44 

Online Collections for  April, 2020 

Offertory        $ 24, 085.57 

St. Vincent de Paul               4, 191.52 

Catholic Relief            1,020. 00 

Nazareth Center          31, 938.01 

Total            61, 235.01 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY  24                      GOSPEL FOR  MAY  31 

 

2020  May 24:  SUN:  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

 Acts 1: 1-11  Ps 47 

 Ephesians 1: 17-23 Matthew 28:  16-20 

2020  May 25:  MON: EASTER WEEKDAY 

            Acts 19: 1-8  Ps 68 

 John 16: 29 - 33:  

2020  May 26:  TUE: EASTER WEEKDAY 

 Acts 20: 17-27  Ps 68 

 John 17: 1– 11a 

2020  May 27:  WED:  EASTER WEEKDAY 

 Acts 27: 28 - 38 Ps 68 

 John 17: 11b - 19 

2020  May 28:  THU:  EASTER WEEKDAY 

 Acts 23: 6-11  Ps 16 

 John 17: 20 - 26 

2020  May 29:  FRI :   EASTER WEEKDAY  

 Acts 25:  13b - 21 Ps 10 

 John 21:  15 -  19 

2020   May 30:  SAT:  EASTER WEEKDAY 

 Acts 28; 16-20, 30-31 Ps 11 

 John 21: 20 - 25 

2020   May 31: SUN:  PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 Acts 2: 1-11 1 Corinthians:12: 3-7, 12-13 

 Ps 104  John: 20: 19-23 

 John 20: 19- 23 

On the evening of that first day of the week, 

when the doors were locked, where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with 

you."  When he had said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side.  The disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,  

so I send you.   And when he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 

holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 

them, and whose sins you retain are retained. 

 

As a disciple, what is my role as a member 

of this Body of Christ? 
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Neighborhood Grill & Bar
Dine With Us Daily & After Mass

2711 Coors Blvd. NW

352-6544

John Chavez
Office: 831-7622
Cell: 315-1302

jchavez@farmersagent.com

Louis R. Rivera, DDS, PA

“Welcoming
patients

as friends.”

4824 McMahon Blvd. NW #105 • Albuquerque, NM
Across the street from the Lovelace Westside Hospital

890-1911

 

6230 Fourth St. NW

345-5339

“Peoples Choice Award - New Mexican Food ”
The Stafford Family Appreciates Your Patronage

ESTATE PLANNING  
WILLS • TRUSTS

John A. Budagher
john@budagherlaw.com

8
8

1
-9

0
6

0

      

         Family Dentistry

6911 Taylor Ranch Rd., Ste. C-5

898-8063

Bernard L. Ela,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor

6300 Riverside Plaza Lane NW
Suite 150

Albuquerque, NM 87120

Bus. 505-792-8902
bernard.ela@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC

Considering a Trust
or Will?

Call Attorney

James E. Dory
505-550-0395

10320 Cottonwood Park NW, Ste E
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Near Cottonwood Mall

TRUSTS * WILLS * PROBATE
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897-5962
7911 Lorraine CT-A NE

Sales • Installation • Repair

$15 off Repair
with this ad 
All Makes & Models

Parts Available
Broken Springs, Cables, 

Doors Replaced
Free Estimates     Lic. # 80688
www.garagedoorsbynestor.com

A-1 FIREWOOD
U - Pick up or We Deliver

Cedar - Pinion - Oak - Pecan
Mesquite - Hickory

Landscaping Materials
Gravel (Santa Fe Brown RR Ties - Bark)
242-8181 • 3134 Bridge Blvd SW

Deacon Roger & Debbie Ayers
898-HOLY (4659)

9469 Coors Blvd. NW

Lunch - Dinner
Catering

831-4191
3301 Coors Rd.

mimmo’s  

Ristorante & Pizzeria 

Dine Daily & After Mass!

FOUR STAR 
MECHANICAL SERVICES INC

 

P.O. Box 67348 Office 890-4200
Albuquerque, NM 87193 Fax 897-2073
Lic. # 85705 

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Gas, Sewer & Drains

PERICO’S 
TACOS AND BURRITOS

(505) 839-4762
Sunday Special: 
Buy One, Get One 1/2 OFF!

2810 Coors Blvd. NW, Suite C, Albuquerque

505.243.7861505.243.7861

1000 Old Coors Drive SW1000 Old Coors Drive SW

Albuquerque, NM 87121Albuquerque, NM 87121

www.gabaldonmortuary.netwww.gabaldonmortuary.net

Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404

“The service you have trusted“The service you have trusted
for over 65 years”for over 65 years”

Do you have a question
about Medicare?

Preventive Services, Prescription Drug

Assistance Information, Medicare Fraud,

Open Enrollment and Much More.

For more Information or to apply

for help call 1-800-432-2080

Our Assistance is Non-Biased, Confidential and Free!

Learn about:

Aimee Romero
Coldwell Banker Legacy

Realtor

Email for a FREE Market

Analysis of your home!

iPhone: 505-269-9878

Office: 505-892-1000
Email: aimee.realestate@yahoo.com

717 Stover Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

243-5222
Christina Ornelas

Location Manager
www.garciamortuary.com

20% off20% off
EntireEntire
checkcheck

Excludes whole pies.Excludes whole pies.

Not valid with any otherNot valid with any other
discounts, offers or promotionsdiscounts, offers or promotions

1741 Rio Rancho Blvd • 892-4200

 
Top Quality Windows & Doors 

at a Reasonable Price 

Call today for a FREE Estimate! 

Dan Ballard 
Design Consultant 

505-280-9370

Contact Gabriel Lara to place an ad today!
glara@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5842

Destination specialties include: Catholic Pilgrimages

Blessed Are the Curious For They Will Have Adventures

2 Locations to Serve You

2912 Eubank NE
(at Candelaria)

Albuquerque, NM
(505) 294-1427

Business Hours | Mon - Sat: 9AM - 7PM
Sunday: 9:30AM - 6PM

6100H Coors Blvd.
(at Montano Plaza)
Albuquerque, NM
(505) 898-6121

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
6111 Taylor Ranch Rd. NW

Located behind Taylor Ranch
Community Center in free-standing building
(505) 898-2000 smilesthatwork.com 


