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Catholic Community 

MAKING  JESUS  KNOWN 

Saint Joseph on the Rio Grande 

                              Pentecost Sunday 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT                                                                                                     

The Catholic Community of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande is a member of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and is in union with the   

Roman Catholic Church. We believe in and celebrate the presence of Christ in our world through Word and Sacrament.                                                              

We strive to make Jesus known in the local community through ministries of faith, hospitality, liturgy, compassion and justice.|  

www.sjrgcc.org   |  5901 St. Joseph Drive NW  |  Albuquerque, NM 87120  |  505-839-7952  | 

On the evening of that first day of the 

week, when the doors were locked, 

where the disciples were, for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood in their 

midst and said to them, "Peace be with 

you."  When he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side.  

The disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

"Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me,  so I send you.   And when he 

had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them,    "Receive the holy Spirit.  

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 

them, and whose sins you  retain are 

retained.”                 John 20: 19-23 

As a disciple, what is my role as a 

member of this Body of Christ? 

 

O most blessed light divine, shine within these hearts of thine.O most blessed light divine, shine within these hearts of thine.O most blessed light divine, shine within these hearts of thine.O most blessed light divine, shine within these hearts of thine.    

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were 

all in one place together.  And suddenly there came 

from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it 

filled the entire house in which they were.  Then there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and 

came to rest on each one of them.  And they were all 

filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in differ-

ent tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 



Psalm 62: “In you alone is my soul at rest. My help comes from you.” 

Tales from Two Cities 

A report from Sweden comes via a Zoom conversation with Bardia, a 2020 graduate of a small liberal arts university in 

Minnesota (USA). Lest you think ‘blond hair and blue eyes’, I should tell you that Bardia is a black-haired Persian 

(Iranian) and lives in Gothenburg, a city of 1 million. (There are 70,000 Iranians in Sweden.) 

Bardia’s graduation is marked by distinction for having written 1) the Outstanding Senior Thesis of 2020: Implementa-

tion Considerations for Mitigating Bias in Supervised Machine Learning. 2) And maintaining an A in every course for 4 

years. 

Asked about restrictions in Sweden during the reign of Covid-19, he says confinement has “not meant much.” “The 

government has imposed restrictions on the number of people that can be in one space simultaneously but has chosen 

to avoid Stay-at-Home orders and lockdowns. Staying six feet away from people in public spaces is required, but other-

wise, life has not changed much in Sweden.” Restaurants, businesses, the malls, gyms have all remained open while 

washing hands frequently, not touching one’s face, not having large gatherings, etc., are urged on everyone. 

“Unemployment has definitely not been affected to the same extent as in the U.S. Obviously a pandemic will bring 

about economic repercussions, but since restaurants and small businesses remain open and accessible due to a lack of 

Stay at Home orders, they have found ways to stay alive.” 

“The Swedish universal healthcare system makes testing accessible to the immunocompromised, those with symptoms 

and healthcare workers, but the healthcare demand has been hard to keep up with in Sweden for a long time, even 

before the pandemic.” It is possible that the larger death per equivalent population numbers (as compared to the U.S) 

stem from this inability to handle many cases. 

--------------------------------------- 

Clark is a 34-year-old American studying in Jilin City, a metropolitan area of about 4 million in northeastern 

China. With a good grasp of Mandarin, he now hopes to do graduate work at a Chinese university. 

Clark loves China and seems likely to make a life there. A few weeks ago, Jilin City was joining other parts of China in 

reopening schools, businesses (e.g., Starbucks), etc. 

But now a new outbreak (30 new cases) has the city closing businesses, taking a step back. This second outbreak is  

closing schools in Jilin City and Stay at Home has been reinstituted; Clark is confined to his dorm room on the                     

university campus. Now, all meals are delivered to your door by university personnel robed in protective clothing. 

Clark says the food, while adequate, “is no fair trade for the free lifestyle he enjoyed — climbing mountains, making 

friends, going out to restaurants — before the Covid-19 outbreak.” The Stay-at-Home order will be at least for 14 days. 

Jilin City has distinctions antedating Covid-19. E.g., in Jilin City pheasants are more like sparrows in their ubiquity. The 

birds originate in this part of China. Also, readers in north central USA might be heartened to read that the area of Jilin 

City is colder than Minnesota with summer heat only getting to 85 degrees Fahrenheit as a high and winters often mak-

ing it to -20 Fahrenheit. 

Clark’s social life right now is almost entirely electronic, Zoom, FaceTime, phone, etc. These blessings enable him to 

connect with people from all over the world, from Benin where he was a Peace Corps volunteer, to Beijing where he 

worked for an outdoor sports company. 

“Conversations with my friends from the Muslim village in which I lived for 3.5 years in Benin remind me of the                     

importance of prayer during this epidemic. They offer the solemn comfort that all this is ultimately in God’s hands.” 

Psalm 27: “I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness / in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; / be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord!”          — Don Talafous OSB 

                dtalafous@csbsju.edu 

                     Saint John’s Abbey 

               Saint John’s University 



  

1.For many Catholics, appreciating the role of the        

Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian takes a long 

time to blossom.  Jesus came to earth in the will          

of the Father, to repair the relationship of human 

beings with God.  Most of the religious education  

of children is focused on that truth, and on all the     

ways the Jesus repaired that filial relationship.              

The importance of the Life, Passion, Death and  

Resurrection of Jesus, which we have celebrated for 

the past three months (in an unusual way this year)  

has been expressed in the Liturgy and in personal 

prayer, hopefully strengthening each person’s               

relationship with Jesus.   

For Catholics who prepared for the reception of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, we were told of the role 

of the Holy Spirit in our  ongoing practice of our 

Faith, and reminded of the expectation that we 

were to assume greater responsibility in ways that 

bear  witness  to God’s plan of salvation in our time. 

2.Perhaps we took for granted the role of the Holy 

Spirit in the life Jesus lived on earth.  From his        

conception in Mary’s womb to his  death on the 

cross the Spirit was working with him to accom-

plish the  intention of the Father. 

The Holy Spirit was active in the Incarnation                                       

Luke 1:35 And the angel said to her in reply, "The 

holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the 

child to be born will be called holy, the Son of 

God.                                                                                                

The Holy Spirit anointed Jesus at his baptism                                              

Mark 1: 9  Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 

and was baptized in the Jordan by John.  On com-

ing up out of the water he saw the heavens being 

torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, descending 

upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, 

"You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased." Jesus applies Isaiah’s words to himself                                                

Luke 4:16  He came to Nazareth, and went into 

the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to 

read, unrolled the scroll and found the passage in 

Isaiah where it was written:  "The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me,   because he has anointed me  

to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind,  to let the oppressed go free, and to pro-

claim a year acceptable to the Lord." Rolling up the 

scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat 

down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked 

intently at him.  He said to them, "Today this 

scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing."     

Jesus promised his disciples he would send the 

Spirit    John 7:37 On the last and greatest day of 

the feast, Jesus stood up and exclaimed, “Let any-

one who thirsts come to me and drink. Whoever 

believes in me, as scripture says: ‘Rivers of living 

water will flow from within him.’   He said this in 

reference to the Spirit that those who came to    

believe in him were to  receive.                                                                                             

3. The promise of Jesus was fulfilled on the              

cross & at Pentecost                                                                       

John 19:30  When Jesus had taken the wine, he 

said, “It is finished.” And bowing his head, he 

handed over the spirit. … one soldier thrust his 

lance into his side, and immediately blood and                   

water flowed out.         

 Acts 2:1-4   When the time for Pentecost was           

fulfilled,  they were all in one place together. And 

suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a 

strong  driving wind, and it filled the entire house 

in which they were. Then there appeared to them 

tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest 

on each one of them. And they were all filled with 

the holy Spirit and began to speak in different 

tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.                                                   
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��The Holy Spirit  is the Soul of the Church 

1 Cor12:12   As a body is one though it has many 

parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are 

one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were 

all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink 

of one Spirit.  

Rom 8:14   For those who are led by the Spirit of 

God are children of God. For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you re-

ceived a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, 

“Abba, Father!” The Spirit itself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, and  if chil-

dren, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ. 

5. By reason of this , the Christian Community is 

the Temple of God. 

Eph 2:19 You are fellow citizens with the holy ones 

and members of the household of God,  built upon 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.  Through him 

the whole structure is held together  and grows into a 

temple sacred in the Lord;  in him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place of God in the 

Spirit. 

6. The Spirit gives Charisms for the good of           

the Church .1 Cor 12:4  There are different kinds of 

spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;  there are different 

forms of service but the same Lord;  there are differ-

ent workings but the same God who produces all of 

them in everyone.  To each individual the manifes-

tation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.  To 

one is given through the Spirit the expression of wis-

dom; to another the expression of knowledge ac-

cording to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the 

same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one 

Spirit;  to another mighty deeds….  But one and the 

same Spirit produces all of these, distributing 

them individually to each person as he wishes. 

7. the Liturgy celebrates the mysteries of our faith 

A mystery is a reality that is both visible and hidden. 

Jesus Christ’s death and Resurrection become pre-

sent to us and effective for us in the liturgical life of 

the Church. His death and Resurrection are hidden 

now in the eternity of God, but as Risen Lord and 

Head of the Church, Jesus Christ calls us to share in 

them through the liturgy of the Church, that is, by 

the visible gathering of the community for worship 

and remembrance of what God has done for us. It is 

the Holy Spirit, the source of the Church’s life, who 

draws us together through liturgical actions, the 

chief of which are the Sacraments.  

8. Out of our liturgical experience, we cultivate 

the realities of our faith with the help of the 

Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is the source of our spiritual life                                

John 3:1 A Pharisee named Nicodemus came to 

Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher who has come from God, for no 

one can do these signs that you are doing unless 

God is with him.”... Jesus answered, “Amen, amen, 

I say to you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

without being born of water and Spirit.  What is 

born of flesh is flesh and what is born of spirit is 

spirit.  Do not be amazed that I told you, ‘You must 

be born from above.’  The wind blows where it 

wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes; 

so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

The Holy Spirit is the heart of our prayer                                               

Romans 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit too comes 

to the aid of our      weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself inter-

cedes with inexpressible groanings.  And the one 

who searches hearts knows what is the intention of 

the Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones 

according to God’s will. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            

   

  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

  

                                     

 

 

 

 

            

 

 St Joan of Arc and St Michael the Archangel 

  “Life isn’t about finding yourself. 

    Life is about creating yourself.” 

     George Bernard Shaw 

St Joan of Arc was burned at the stake on the morning of May 30 1431. 

She was nineteen years old. In Mary Gordon’s book on Joan she keeps re-

ferring to her as a teenager and continually makes you aware of how in-

credible her accomplishments were, for a girl or boy of that age. Mark 

Twain claims next to Jesus Christ, Joan is the most extraordinary person 

who ever lived. People have been mystified and have fallen in love with 

Joan for centuries. At this moment Bernard Shaw’s play St Joan is enjoying 

a very successful revival on Broadway with Candola Rashad playing Joan. 

As a child I saw Jean Seaburg on tv in the role, and when I lived in New 

York I saw Lyn Redgrave. Most recently the Parkland School survivor, 

Emma Gonzalez’ strong, beautiful and vulnerable face has been compared 

(in a New Yorker article) to Maria Falconetti who played Joan in Carl 

Dryer’s 1928 silent film classic, “The Passion of Joan of Arc.” This unforgettable film experience is still              

available on dvd in the Criterion Collection of great films. When I first saw the film as a theology student in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, I remember hearing that Maria Falconetti dove so far into her portrayal of Joan 

that she never came back. When you see the film that’s very painfully obvious. When I was 11 years old I  

received a 18 inch plaster statue of Joan that I used to look at with wonder; she was a teenager which to an 

11 year old seemed very mature and her facial expression was sure and strong. All through my life Joan has           

reappeared and it would take me forever to recount all the incidences but I’d like to name just a few. In 

1971 I was a philosophy student in St. Louis about to move to Boston, where I simultaneously attended           

Boston University for art and Boston College for philosophy when I heard on a record, Judy Collins live          

concert in Central Park. The opening song was Leonard Cohen’s song “Joan of Arc.” Collins version from that 

concert is still my favorite. It was so hypnotic and haunting that it “set me onto a finding Joan adventure” 

which has never really ended. When I began painting icons I was commissioned in 1993, to paint Joan and  

St Michael, for St Michael’s Church in Bedford, Massachusetts. This is the icon you see now. Another dra-

matic encounter with Joan was reading Adrienne von Speyr’s intimate portrait of Joan in her “Book Of All 

Saints.” If I could, I’d quote the entire piece, it is so revealing, and like so much of Adrienne’s writings, brings 

you into a prayer and dialogue with Joan. Finally when I had my heart collapse on April 27, 2012, I came out 

of the induced coma on May 11th. I was still fairly delirious from the nine drugs in me but I remember when 

I found out it was May, instead of thinking naturally, it was the month of the Blessed Mother, I thought of 

Joan. My sister Mary was reading to me from the newly published book “The Maid and the Queen” by 

Nancy Goldstone. Then, when I could read myself I re-read “The Trial Of Rehabilitation” published by                    

Ignatius Press. The trial has many of Joan’s childhood friends, who at that time were in their 40’s , reminiscing 

about the strong-willed, holy girl they knew. 

This year, it’s impossible for me to think of Joan without begging her to guide and lead into the future, the 

students like the Parkland Survivors, who are, I believe, are acting with inspired Wisdom. We adults seem to 

have become too numb and too hopeless to do anything but talk or preach “an eye for an eye...” But these 

young children with their valiant attempts to awaken us all to the violence and senseless shootings (which 

now have been occurring nearly once a week) continue to create Holy Hope. 

I began with a witty quote from Bernard Shaw about creating yourself, which has some valuable truth in it. 

What I really believe, is that if we are humble enough to be pliable in God’s hands, letting God continually 

mold and create us, each one of us becomes the absolutely unique beings we were always meant from eter-

nity to be. 

St Joan lead us and our youth, into God, who alone can give us life now and everlasting life to come! 

Fr Bill McNichols  30 May 2018 
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          May 31, 2020 

Pentecost 

Mass Intentions 

May 30         � Janice Saavedra 

           �   Consuelo Guardiola 

May 31     10:00       � Eli, Rose & Jenny Serracino 

                        �    Ruth Cordova Selfridge 

       12:00 For the Intention of the People 

June 2   � Kathy Martinez 

   � Irene M. Sanchez 

June 5   �    Alberto Ortiz 

June 6       5:00 pm   For the Intention of the People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collections Deposited for the Weekend May 18 

  Offertory           $  6,728.00 

  St. Vincent de Paul              1,500.00 

  Special Collections           105.00 

  CRS/ Rice Bowl         80.00 

  Nazareth Center    2,493.00 

  Total            $10,906.00 

The Altar Server Ministry would like to                              

acknowledge our 2020 Graduate Altar Servers. 

          Tony Cooper with 4 years of service 

           Calla Dixon with 6 years of service 

          Ethan Rashap with 8 years of service 

          Dylan Tafoya with 6 years of service 

         Congratulation Graduates!! 

  May God Bless you on this great day and always,  

             as you begin a new chapter in your life. 

            Thank you for all your years of dedicated  

                       and committed service!!! 

       We will miss you!! 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY  31                      GOSPEL FOR  JUNE 7 

2020   May 31: SUN:  PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 Acts 2: 1-11 1 Corinthians:12: 3-7, 12-13 

 Ps 104  John: 20: 19-23 

2020   June 1: MON:  Mary, Mother of the Church 

 Genesis 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1: 12-14 

 John 19:25-34 

2020    June 2: TUE:   Marcellus and Peter 

 2 Peter 3: 12-15a, 17-18 

 Mark 12:13-17 

2020    June 3: WED:   Charles Lwanga & comp. 

 2 Timothy 1:1-3,6-12 

 Mark 12: 18-27 

2020    June 4: THUR:  Weekday 

 2 Timothy 2:8-15   Mark 12:28-34 

2020    June 5: FRI:  St. Boniface 

 2 Timothy 3: 10-17    

2020    June 6:  SAT:  Weekday 

            2 Tim 4:1-8 Mark 12: 38-44 

2020    June 7: SUN:  MOST HOLY TRINITY 

 Exodus 34:4b-6,8-9, 2 Corinthians13: 11-13 

 John 3: 16-18 

  

John 3: 16-18 

God so loved the world that he gave  his only 

Son,  so that everyone who believes in him 

might not  perish but might have eternal life.  

For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world might be 

saved through him.  Whoever believes in him 

will not be condemned,  but whoever does not 

believe has already been  condemned, because 

he has not believed in the name of the                     

only Son of God. 
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Neighborhood Grill & Bar
Dine With Us Daily & After Mass

2711 Coors Blvd. NW

352-6544

John Chavez
Office: 831-7622
Cell: 315-1302

jchavez@farmersagent.com

Louis R. Rivera, DDS, PA

“Welcoming
patients

as friends.”

4824 McMahon Blvd. NW #105 • Albuquerque, NM
Across the street from the Lovelace Westside Hospital

890-1911

 

6230 Fourth St. NW

345-5339

“Peoples Choice Award - New Mexican Food ”
The Stafford Family Appreciates Your Patronage

ESTATE PLANNING  
WILLS • TRUSTS

John A. Budagher
john@budagherlaw.com

8
8

1
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0
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         Family Dentistry

6911 Taylor Ranch Rd., Ste. C-5

898-8063

Bernard L. Ela,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor

6300 Riverside Plaza Lane NW
Suite 150

Albuquerque, NM 87120

Bus. 505-792-8902
bernard.ela@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC

Considering a Trust
or Will?

Call Attorney

James E. Dory
505-550-0395

10320 Cottonwood Park NW, Ste E
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Near Cottonwood Mall

TRUSTS * WILLS * PROBATE
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897-5962
7911 Lorraine CT-A NE

Sales • Installation • Repair

$15 off Repair
with this ad 
All Makes & Models

Parts Available
Broken Springs, Cables, 

Doors Replaced
Free Estimates     Lic. # 80688
www.garagedoorsbynestor.com

A-1 FIREWOOD
U - Pick up or We Deliver

Cedar - Pinion - Oak - Pecan
Mesquite - Hickory

Landscaping Materials
Gravel (Santa Fe Brown RR Ties - Bark)
242-8181 • 3134 Bridge Blvd SW

Deacon Roger & Debbie Ayers
898-HOLY (4659)

9469 Coors Blvd. NW

Lunch - Dinner
Catering

831-4191
3301 Coors Rd.

mimmo’s  

Ristorante & Pizzeria 

Dine Daily & After Mass!

FOUR STAR 
MECHANICAL SERVICES INC

 

P.O. Box 67348 Office 890-4200
Albuquerque, NM 87193 Fax 897-2073
Lic. # 85705 

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Gas, Sewer & Drains

PERICO’S 
TACOS AND BURRITOS

(505) 839-4762
Sunday Special: 
Buy One, Get One 1/2 OFF!

2810 Coors Blvd. NW, Suite C, Albuquerque

505.243.7861505.243.7861

1000 Old Coors Drive SW1000 Old Coors Drive SW

Albuquerque, NM 87121Albuquerque, NM 87121

www.gabaldonmortuary.netwww.gabaldonmortuary.net

Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404

“The service you have trusted“The service you have trusted
for over 65 years”for over 65 years”

Do you have a question
about Medicare?

Preventive Services, Prescription Drug

Assistance Information, Medicare Fraud,

Open Enrollment and Much More.

For more Information or to apply

for help call 1-800-432-2080

Our Assistance is Non-Biased, Confidential and Free!

Learn about:

Aimee Romero
Coldwell Banker Legacy

Realtor

Email for a FREE Market

Analysis of your home!

iPhone: 505-269-9878

Office: 505-892-1000
Email: aimee.realestate@yahoo.com

717 Stover Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

243-5222
Christina Ornelas

Location Manager
www.garciamortuary.com

20% off20% off
EntireEntire
checkcheck

Excludes whole pies.Excludes whole pies.

Not valid with any otherNot valid with any other
discounts, offers or promotionsdiscounts, offers or promotions

1741 Rio Rancho Blvd • 892-4200

 
Top Quality Windows & Doors 

at a Reasonable Price 

Call today for a FREE Estimate! 

Dan Ballard 
Design Consultant 

505-280-9370

Contact Gabriel Lara to place an ad today!
glara@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5842

Destination specialties include: Catholic Pilgrimages

Blessed Are the Curious For They Will Have Adventures

2 Locations to Serve You

2912 Eubank NE
(at Candelaria)

Albuquerque, NM
(505) 294-1427

Business Hours | Mon - Sat: 9AM - 7PM
Sunday: 9:30AM - 6PM

6100H Coors Blvd.
(at Montano Plaza)
Albuquerque, NM
(505) 898-6121

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
6111 Taylor Ranch Rd. NW

Located behind Taylor Ranch
Community Center in free-standing building
(505) 898-2000 smilesthatwork.com 


