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September 13, 2020 

Catholic Community 

MAKING  JESUS  KNOWN 

Saint Joseph on the Rio Grande 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  

Peter approaching asked him, "Lord, if my brother sins 

against me, how often must I forgive him? As many as 

seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven 

times but seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of 

heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle 

accounts with his servants.  When he began the account-

ing, a debtor was brought before him who owed him a 

huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, his 

master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his         

children, and all his property, in payment of the debt. 

At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 

'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.' 

Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him 

go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, 

he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

much smaller amount. He seized him and started to 

choke him, demanding, 'Pay back what you owe.'  Falling 

to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 'Be patient 

with me, and I will pay you back.' But he refused. In-

stead, he had him put in prison until he paid back the 

debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what had hap-

pened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their 

master and reported the whole affair. His master sum-

moned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I for-

gave you your entire debt because you begged me to. 

Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I 

had pity on you?' Then in anger his master handed him 

over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole 

debt.  So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each 

of you forgives his brother from your heart."    

 

Today Peter is just curious about an issue of forgiveness of a 

brother who sins against him.  Using the term “sins” tends 

to make this a more serious issue.  Jesus promptly responds 

with an answer Peter probably does not expect.  Jesus         

immediately begins with a parable about a king settling his 

accounts with his servants, one of whom, Debtor B, could 

in no way ever repay him. The parable is first of all about 

mercy. The king believes the promise that, with patience, 

the man would finally pay the entire debt.  And the king 

clearly saw the poor likelihood of ever being paid.  That is a 

beautiful story of mercy.  But it now shifts to plain abuse of 

the neighbor who also 

owes Debtor B a 

much smaller debt 

than he owed the 

king.  Things go from 

bad to worse, as           

the king sends Debtor 

B to prison until his 

debt is paid. He is 

punished because he 

couldn’t respond with 

the same mercy the 

king showed him in 

forgiving his debt. 

    
He pardons all your iniquities.  He redeems your life from destruction.He pardons all your iniquities.  He redeems your life from destruction.He pardons all your iniquities.  He redeems your life from destruction.He pardons all your iniquities.  He redeems your life from destruction.    



Don Talafous OSB, 

 Saint John’s University/Collegeville, MN. 56321         

Daily Reflections by Don Talafous                                         

www.saintjohnsabbey.org/reflection/ 

                             

 

 

Psalm 62: “In you alone is my soul at rest. My help 

comes from you.” 

Most of us are not alarmed to realize we have a day off 

from work, a holiday. We usually find that there are too 

few days off. On the other hand, as we grow up we are 

surprised to find that we're expected to work at least 

five or six of the days of the week and for eight hour 

periods. Eventually we get used to the fact that work is a 

huge element in most lives. Too big an element, in fact, 

in  many. For instance, in the lives of those who must 

work every minute simply to survive and also in the lives 

of those who wear themselves out amassing wealth.                                                           

One basic truth of the first chapters of Genesis is that 

work is necessary; by it we exercise our powers and 

assist in the ongoing creation of the world. Negatively, 

work can be drudgery. Almost any regular work brings 

with it both satisfaction and pain.  

The latter is probably our most genuine sharing in the 

cross; it comes as a byproduct of something we must 

do. Jesus tells us that working simply to pile up wealth is 

to get everything wrong. “Do not be concerned for your 

life, what you are to eat, or for your body, what you are 

to wear. Life is more important than food and the body 

more than clothing” (Luke 12:22,23). And, further, he 

says that our dedicated work does not negate the need 

for trust in God. We are not meant to nail down every 

concern about the future by our work. Covid-19 has 

given us plenty of anxiety, uncertainty and change. No 

matter how important we think our work is, there is 

another more effective worker involved. “Your Father 

knows that you need such things.... Life is more impor-

tant than food and the body more than clothing.”                                                         

 

The Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows 

The day after the celebration of the Finding of the True 

Cross of Jesus in Jerusalem, the Church also honors the 

Seven Sorrows of Mary.  Her whole life was   dedicated 

to supporting and honoring Jesus in his mission from 

the Father, to deal with the sin of our first parents 

which keep us from the life of devotion the Father wills 

for us.  Mary’s sorrows appear in the course of her 

whole life. 

 

First Sorrow:  the Prophecy of Simeon. 

At her purification, Simeon took Jesus into his embrace 

and acknowledged him as the Messiah!  And he tells 

Mary that as she observed Jesus’ sufferings, a Sword will 

also pierce her heart. 

 

Second Sorrow:  the Flight into Egypt 

Joseph has a dream about the danger the Holy Family  

is in in Jerusalem.  The angel tells im to take his family 

immediately to Egypt and stay there until it is safe to 

return to Israel. 

 

Third Sorrow:  The Search for Jesus in Jerusalem 

Mary and Joseph were very upset that Jesus was missing 

when they were staying in Jerusalem.  They searched 

frantically for him, and when they neared the temple, 

happened to see him with the teachers. 

 

Fourth Sorrow:  Mary Meets Jesus on His Way to the 

Cross.  Mary hears news of Jesus teaching and miracles, 

and rejoices that the people respect and love him.  But 

hearing of the tension in Jerusalem means he has oppo-

nents who may cause him harm.  Then she hears,  Jesus 

has been arrested, and she goes to find him.  She meets 

him carrying a cross. 

  

Fifth Sorrow:  Standing at the Foot of the Cross 

Mary reaches Calvary and is with her sister Mary, wife 

of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.  At that time, Jesus 

asks John, the disciple, to take his mother into his care. 

 

Sixth Sorrow:  Crucifixion and Death on the Cross 

Jesus is speaking less, and will soon give up his spirit. 

With the words “It is finished”, Jesus dies and will soon 

be taken down from the cross. 

 

Seventh Sorrow: Jesus is Buried 

Mary observes the care with which his friends prepare 

Jesus’ for burial. 



               Exaltation of the HOLY CROSS 

 
In the Christian liturgical calendar, there are several different Feasts of the CrossFeasts of the CrossFeasts of the CrossFeasts of the Cross, all of 
which commemorate the cross used in the crucifixion of Jesus. While Good Friday is               
dedicated to the Passion of Christ and the Crucifixion, these days celebrate the cross itself, 
as the instrument of salvation. The most common day of commemoration is September 14   
in Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy. 

In English, it is called The Exaltation of the Holy CrossThe Exaltation of the Holy CrossThe Exaltation of the Holy CrossThe Exaltation of the Holy Cross in the official translation                 
of the Roman Missal, while the 1973 translation called it The Triumph of the CrossThe Triumph of the CrossThe Triumph of the CrossThe Triumph of the Cross.                  
In some parts of the Anglican Communion the feast is called Holy Cross DayHoly Cross DayHoly Cross DayHoly Cross Day,                                       

a name also used by Lutherans. The celebration is also 
sometimes called Holy Rood DayHoly Rood DayHoly Rood DayHoly Rood Day. 

                                                                              
           History of the  Feast of the Exaltation History of the  Feast of the Exaltation History of the  Feast of the Exaltation History of the  Feast of the Exaltation     
                                                                                                of the Holy Crossof the Holy Crossof the Holy Crossof the Holy Cross 

 

St. Helena is often depicted holding a cross because tradition                                                                            

maintains she found the true cross in Jerusalem. Before                                                                                         

delving into this matter further, some background                                               

 information is necessary. 

Because of Jewish insurrections, the Roman Emperor                                                                       

Hadrian (reign A.D. 117-38) abolished the name of Judea and 

renamed the area "Syria Palaestina." He also made Jerusalem a 

new capital, named "Aelia Capitolina," and forbade Jews from  

entering the immediate area. While Jerusalem remained mostly                                                                         

in ruins because of the revolt in A.D. 70 (when the Temple itself 

was razed), Hadrian demolished the rest. While regarding Juda-

ism as insurrectionary, Hadrian regarded Christianity the same way. To eradicate the influence of Christianity, 

Hadrian leveled the top of Mount Calvary and erected a temple to the pagan goddess Venus. He also cut 

away and leveled the hillside where Jesus tomb stood and built a temple to the pagan god Jupiter Capitolinus. 

Ironically, this destruction actually preserved the sacred sites. 

The Emperor Constantine seized power in the year 312, and in the following year, legalized Christianity with 

the Edict of Milan. About this time, Constantine’s mother, St. Helena, converted to Christianity. (She died in 

the year 330 at about the age of 80.) According to the early great Church historian Eusebius, she was about 

63 at the time of her conversion. With the authority of her son, St. Helena went to Palestine in search of the 

sacred sites about the year 324. In the following years, St. Helena would build churches marking the place of 

the Nativity in Bethlehem, and the site of the Ascension. 

 

True Christian zeal motivated St. Helena. Eusebius described her as follows: "Especially abundant were the 

gifts she bestowed on the naked and unprotected poor. To some she gave money, to others an ample supply 

of clothing; she liberated some from imprisonment, or from the bitter servitude of the mines;  others she                



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

delivered from unjust oppression, and others again, she restored from exile. While, however, her 

character derived luster from such deeds ... , she was far from neglecting personal piety toward God. 

She might be seen continually frequenting His Church, while at the same time she adorned the 

houses of prayer with splendid offerings, not overlooking the churches of the smallest cities. In short, 

this admirable woman was to be seen, in simple and modest attire, mingling with the crowd of wor-

shipers, and testifying her devotion to God by a uniform course of pious conduct" (The Life of Con-

stantine, XLIV, XLV). 

About the year 326, the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus was demolished, and the workers began to ex-

cavate the area. They discovered the remains of the tomb that was reported to be that of our Lord 

Jesus. They built a new shrine over the tomb, which has been modified over the centuries, but today 

stands in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. 

 

The temple of Venus was also demolished, thereby exposing the site where Christ was crucified. The 

Emperor Constantine himself wrote to St. Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem, ordering him to make a 

search for the cross on Mount Calvary. A learned Jew named Judas seemed to have some knowledge 

of the whereabouts, and was pressed into service. Just east of the site, three crosses were found in a 

rock-cistern as well as the titulus (the wood plaque inscribed with Jesus Nazaranus Rex Iudaeorum). 

(With the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is the Chapel of the Finding of the True Cross, marking the 

cistern.) The question then arose, "Which was the cross of Christ?" 

While the details provided by St. John Chrysostom, St. Ambrose, Rufinus, and Socrates (not the phi-

losopher) are lacking and sometimes contradictory, the essence of the story follows: The three 

crosses and the titulus were removed from the cistern. A woman, dying from a terminal disease, was 

brought to the spot. She touched the crosses, one by one. After she touched the third cross, she was 

cured, thereby identifying the true cross. Other sources also relate the later finding of other instru-

ments of the Passion. Most importantly, St. Ambrose preached that when St. Helena found the true 

cross, "she worshiped not the wood, but the King, Him who hung on the wood. She burned with an 

earnest desire of touching the guarantee of immortality."  

 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem provides some corroboration. In his letter to the Emperor Constantius 

(Constantine’s son and successor), St. Cyril stated, "The saving wood of the cross was found at Jerusa-

lem in the time of Constantine." In his fourth Catechetical Lecture, he wrote, "He was truly crucified 

for our sins. For if you would deny it, the place refutes you visibly, this blessed Golgotha, in which 

we are now assembled for the sake of Him who was here crucified; and the whole world has since 

been filled with pieces of the wood of the Cross." 

 

              The Feast of the Triumph of the Cross was Sept. 14. Let us remember the words of                                  

        St. Francis of Assisi:  

    "We adore Thee, O Christ, and we praise Thee,  

     because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world." 

   

        This article was taken unchanged from  CERC: Catholic Education Resource Center online. 

         Originally published in Arlington Catholic Herald.   

 





DIRECTORY 

Phone:  505.839.7952 

Website:  www.sjrgcc.org 

E-mail address:  bulletin@sjrgparish.org 

Bulletin deadline:  3 pm Fridays 

Contact  Jeanine Fried at the parish office.  

To view the bulletin, go to www.sjrgcc.org  

Events and News: bulletin 

   

  PASTOR       Monsignor Lambert Joseph Luna 

   

  SACRAMENTAL MINISTER  Father William McNichols 

   

  DEACONS    George Miller    *   Bert Dohle   

                                 

  OFFICE STAFF            Dawn Wenzl   

     Isabel Orosco   *   Jeanine Fried 

                    Jessica Armijo   *    Deborah Bauer 

 

  MAINTENANCE STAFF 

      Lawrence Encinias              Leo Apodaca 

  OFFICE HOURS 

8:30 am   - 12:00 pm   1:00 pm  - 4:30 pm  

 Monday through Friday 

 

  RCIA  Mary Ann Sabie 839-7952    

 

  YOUTH FAITH FORMATION (Religious Education) 

George Miller 244-2154    YFF@sjrgparish.org  

 Stephanie Pickup 

Hours: Monday, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

   

  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL           vbs@sjrgcc.org   

                                            

  MASS SCHEDULE      

  SATURDAY     5:00 pm  MDT  

     (4:00 pm  MST) 

  SUNDAY     8:00 am  (Spanish) 

    10:00 am 

    12:00 noon 

  WEEKDAYS:     9:00 am       

  FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH: 

  LADERA NURSING HOME 10:30 am   

 

  RECONCILIATION 

  SATURDAY   3:00 - 4:30 pm MDT 

    or by appointment 

    2:00 -  3:30 pm  MST 

    

  ST. VINCENT DE PAUL     839-7952 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday September 12 

5:00 pm 

            � Janice Saavedra 

            � Hilario & Maria Lopez 

 � Paul Fidel & Frances Tonita Vigil    

Sunday September 13 

8:00 am 

             � The Santistevan Family 

10:00 am 

             For the Intention of the People        

12:00 pm 

              � Paula Wilson            

Monday  

              � Atita Morales Rodriguez               

Tuesday  

   � Paula Wilson 

   � Albert Montaño 

Wednesday  

  � K. K. Bryan 

Thursday 

     � Lupe Tafoya  

Saturday, September 19 

5:00 pm 

               � Joe Ben, Simon & Demetrio Barela 

     � Mildred Esmeralda Mirabel 

      Consolation Ministry members and 

      Families they serve 

Please pray for: Angela Hartfield, Elizabeth Montero, Michael 

Smith, D Chavez, Lupe Tafoya, Wayne Luco, Willie  & Josie 

Vallejos, Mike Aragon, Amanda Mora, Sherry McManus, Rod-

rigo Pavon, Jessie Martinez, Hope Chavez, Josephine Smith, 

Lucia  Larez,  Shelby Wallace, Marcus Vigil, Carlene Lopez,  

Alfonso & Mike Uribe, Rick Lucero, Valen Romero, Robert 

May, Elena Baca, Delia Trujillo,   Maureen Jett , Harriet B. 

Smith, Ruben Clemens, Angelica Apodaca, Claudette Chavez, 

Krista Valerio, Jose Alvarado, Brittany Miller, Josiah Lujan, 

Joseph Lopez, Richard Estrada, Tommy Trujillo, Andrew 

Ortiz, Linda Weakland, Lorenzo Gutierrez, Manuel Ortiz, 

Tina Archuleta, Nate Oiler,  Ursula Torres, Isaiah Rodriguez, 

Angie Gurule, Mary Pauline Benevidez 

COLLECTIONS : SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

      OFFERTORY  9,916.00 

  

       SVDP                617.00 

 

       SPECIAL COLLECTION    430.00 

 

       NAZARETH                   4,670.00 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20                 GOSPEL FOR  SEPTEMBER 20 

2020 Sep 20 SUN: TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 55: 6-9/ Ps 145 / Philippians 1: 20c-24. 27a/ Matthew 20: 1-16a 

 

2020 Sep 21 Mon: Matthew 

Ephesians 4: 1-7. 11-13/ Ps 19 / Matthew 9: 9-13 

 

2020 Sep 22 Tue: Ordinary Weekday 

Proverbs 21: 1-6. 10-13/ Ps 119 / Luke 8: 19-21 

 

2020 Sep 23 Wed: Pio of Pietrelcina 

Proverbs 30: 5-9/ Ps 119 / Luke 9: 1-6 

 

2020 Sep 24 Thu: Ordinary Weekday 

Ecclesiastes 1: 2-11/ Ps 90 / Luke 9: 7-9 

 

2020 Sep 25 Fri: Ordinary Weekday 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11/ Ps 144 / Luke 9: 18-22 

 

2020 Sep 26 Sat: Ordinary Weekday/ BVM/ Cosmas and Damian 

Ecclesiastes 11: 9 12: 8/ Ps 90 / Luke 9: 43b-45 

 

2020 Sep 27 SUN: TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Ezekiel 18: 25-28/ Ps 25 / Philippians 2: 1-11 or Philippians 2: 1-5/                      

Mt 21: 28-32 

Matthew 20:1 "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 

who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After 

agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them 

into his vineyard. Going out about nine o'clock, he saw oth-

ers standing idle in the marketplace,  and he said to them, 

'You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.'  

So they went off. (And) he went out again around noon, and 

around three o'clock, and did likewise.  Going out about five 

o'clock, he found others standing around, and said to them, 

'Why do you stand here idle all day?'   They  answered, 

'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You too go 

into my vineyard.'  When it was evening the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the 

first.'  When those who had started about five o'clock came, 

each received the usual daily wage.  So when the first came, 

they thought that they would receive more, but each of them 

also got the usual wage.  And on receiving it they grumbled 

against the landowner,  saying, 'These last ones worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore 

the day's burden and the heat.'  He said to one of them in 

reply, 'My friend, I am not cheating you.  Did you not agree 

with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. 

What if I wish to give this last one the same as you?   Or am I 

not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you                

envious because I am generous?' Thus, the last will be first, 

and the first will be last." 
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Neighborhood Grill & Bar
Dine With Us Daily & After Mass

2711 Coors Blvd. NW

352-6544

John Chavez
Office: 831-7622
Cell: 315-1302

jchavez@farmersagent.com

Louis R. Rivera, DDS, PA

“Welcoming
patients

as friends.”

4824 McMahon Blvd. NW #105 • Albuquerque, NM
Across the street from the Lovelace Westside Hospital

890-1911

 

6230 Fourth St. NW

345-5339

“Peoples Choice Award - New Mexican Food ”
The Stafford Family Appreciates Your Patronage

ESTATE PLANNING  
WILLS • TRUSTS

John A. Budagher
john@budagherlaw.com

8
8

1
-9

0
6

0

Bernard L. Ela,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor

6300 Riverside Plaza Lane NW
Suite 150

Albuquerque, NM 87120

Bus. 505-792-8902
bernard.ela@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC

Considering a Trust
or Will?

Call Attorney

James E. Dory
505-550-0395

10320 Cottonwood Park NW, Ste E
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Near Cottonwood Mall

TRUSTS * WILLS * PROBATE
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897-5962
7911 Lorraine CT-A NE

Sales • Installation • Repair

$15 off Repair
with this ad 
All Makes & Models

Parts Available
Broken Springs, Cables, 

Doors Replaced
Free Estimates     Lic. # 80688
www.garagedoorsbynestor.com

A-1 FIREWOOD
U - Pick up or We Deliver

Cedar - Pinion - Oak - Pecan
Mesquite - Hickory

Landscaping Materials
Gravel (Santa Fe Brown RR Ties - Bark)
242-8181 • 3134 Bridge Blvd SW

Deacon Roger & Debbie Ayers
898-HOLY (4659)

9469 Coors Blvd. NW

Lunch - Dinner
Catering

831-4191
3301 Coors Rd.

mimmo’s  

Ristorante & Pizzeria 

Dine Daily & After Mass!

FOUR STAR 
MECHANICAL SERVICES INC

 

P.O. Box 67348 Office 890-4200
Albuquerque, NM 87193 Fax 897-2073
Lic. # 85705 

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Gas, Sewer & Drains

PERICO’S 
TACOS AND BURRITOS

(505) 839-4762
Sunday Special: 
Buy One, Get One 1/2 OFF!

2810 Coors Blvd. NW, Suite C, Albuquerque

505.243.7861505.243.7861

1000 Old Coors Drive SW1000 Old Coors Drive SW

Albuquerque, NM 87121Albuquerque, NM 87121

www.gabaldonmortuary.netwww.gabaldonmortuary.net

Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404

“The service you have trusted“The service you have trusted
for over 65 years”for over 65 years”

Do you have a question
about Medicare?

Preventive Services, Prescription Drug

Assistance Information, Medicare Fraud,

Open Enrollment and Much More.

For more Information or to apply

for help call 1-800-432-2080

Our Assistance is Non-Biased, Confidential and Free!

Learn about:

Aimee Romero
Coldwell Banker Legacy

Realtor

Email for a FREE Market

Analysis of your home!

iPhone: 505-269-9878

Office: 505-892-1000
Email: aimee.realestate@yahoo.com

717 Stover Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

243-5222
Christina Ornelas

Location Manager
www.garciamortuary.com

20% off20% off
EntireEntire
checkcheck

Excludes whole pies.Excludes whole pies.

Not valid with any otherNot valid with any other
discounts, offers or promotionsdiscounts, offers or promotions

1741 Rio Rancho Blvd • 892-4200

 
Top Quality Windows & Doors 

at a Reasonable Price 

Call today for a FREE Estimate! 

Dan Ballard 
Design Consultant 

505-280-9370

Contact Gabriel Lara to place an ad today!
glara@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5842

Destination specialties include: Catholic Pilgrimages

Blessed Are the Curious For They Will Have Adventures

2 Locations to Serve You

2912 Eubank NE
(at Candelaria)

Albuquerque, NM
(505) 294-1427

Business Hours | Mon - Sat: 9AM - 7PM
Sunday: 9:30AM - 6PM

6100H Coors Blvd.
(at Montano Plaza)
Albuquerque, NM
(505) 898-6121

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
6111 Taylor Ranch Rd. NW

Located behind Taylor Ranch
Community Center in free-standing building
(505) 898-2000 smilesthatwork.com 


