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MAKING JESUS KNOWN 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

The Catholic Community of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande is a member of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe                                                    
and is in union with the Roman Catholic Church. We believe in and celebrate the presence of Christ in our world through 

Word and Sacrament. We strive to make Jesus known in the local community through ministries of faith, hospitality,                          
liturgy, compassion and justice.|   

www.sjrgcc.org   |  5901 St. Joseph Drive NW  |  Albuquerque, NM 87120  |  505-839-7952  | 

  Rejoice in the Lord always.  Indeed, the Lord is near.             
A man named John was sent from God.  He came 
for  testimony, to testify to the light.  He was not 
the light, but came to testify to the light.  And this 
is the testimony of John.   When the Jews from  
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to 
ask him, “Who are You?”, he admitted, “I am 
not the Christ.”  So they asked him, “What 
are you them?  Are you Elijah?”  And he said,              
“I am not.”  “Are  you the prophet?”  He         
answered, “No.” So they  said to him, “Who 
are you, so we can give an answer to those 
who sent us?  What do you have  to say for 
yourself?”  He said, “I am the voice of the 
one crying in the desert, ‘Make straight the  
way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the  prophet 
said.”  Some Pharisees were also sent.  They 
asked him,  “Why then do you baptize if you 
are not the Christ or Elijah or  the Prophet?”  
John answered them, “I baptize with water; 
but there is one among you whom you do  
not recognize, the one who is coming after 
me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 
untie.  This happened in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

The first readings during this Advent season have 
been from the Prophet Isaiah, who pleads with the 
Lord to restore  his people. He complains, he begs 
the Lord to make them whole.  He also expresses 

gratitude, and  hopes for the 
comfort their God can give.  

Today’s first reading from                       
Isaiah prepares us for the                 
role of John the Baptist in                
the fulfillment of Isaiah’s                          

prophesies. He will encourage 
the people to repent                                

and to be ready to accept                     
the One who is to come.       

This reading even points to the 
fact that John will, in the 

course of baptizing                                
his hearers in the Jordan,                     

will also baptize Jesus                      
as he begins his                                         

ministry of salvation. 



   Fr. Don’s Daily Reflection 
Psalm 39 is full of poetic expressions of the          
shortness of life: 
You have given me a short span of days; my life is 
nothing in your sight.  
A mere breath, the one who stood so firm; a mere 
shadow, the one who passes by; a mere breath, the 
hoarded riches—and who will take them , no one 
knows… 
In your house I am a passing guest—a pilgrim, like all 
my forebears. 
We remember happy times that we enjoyed so much 
before COVID-19. 
Will we ever have a chance to enjoy them again?  
“Those were the days, my friend, we thought they’d 
never end. 
The obituary for a much-loved physician offers guid-
ance for us who are enduring this time of  change, of 
necessary restrictions on our lives            and actions 
as social beings. 
His obituary makes us ask this question: will we ever 
have a chance to do so much good? 
Will we ever be so helpfully positive to our              
fellow human beings , to others oppressed by  the 
present restriction on human relations? 
We can encourage each other’s spirits by not pushing 
our bad moods, anger or boredom            onto oth-
ers. 
We can keep up the spiritus of those around us by our 
own positive and hopeful spirit. 
What positive can we do? 
How about phone calls (Face Time,etc.) to the isolat-
ed, lonely and forgotten.  Even letters off the printer 
or handwritten (in ink on paper! 
(The latter will lklnock their socks off!) 
The physician often worked7 days a week.  Given how 
overworked, drained, and burnt out so many health 
works are, we can’t suggest that. 
Possibly though giventhe severe limitations of COVID-
19, there may be some way in which we can still do a 
bit beyond our ordinary service, our ordinary custom. 
We hear frequently of how accommodating an helpful 
this man or woman at the supermarket is. What a 
ministry!  What a blessing for the tired and exasperat-
ed customer! 
What about an extra phone call or a more patient one 
with someone alone who has no one else to talk to. 
                             ?   ?   ?   ?   ?   ? 

 

 

     New Restrictions & Protocols 

Archbishop Wester has directed that Churches cease 
regular Mass schedules after October 25.  This proactive 
step is being taken to protect the faithful at this time 
that COVID-19 cases are increasing in New Mexico cou-
pled with the influenza season soon to begin. 

This means that attendance at Mass is not permitted for 
the time being.  The obligation to attend Mass on Sun-
day continues to be dispensed for all and the faithful are 
reminded that HOME IS THE HOLY PLACE.  Keep holy 
the Lord’s Day by your prayer at home.  

Sunday Mass will be live streamed on Saturday after-
noon at 4:00 pm beginning November 7th.  The Mass 
may be viewed on Sundays—usually beginning about 
10:00 am—on your computer or mobile device.  Also, 
Mass will be celebrated live in the church on Sunday at 
10:00 am. 

Communion will be distributed following the Saturday 
afternoon Mass from 5:00 – 5:30 pm and following the 
Sunday morning Mass from 11:00 – 11:30 am.  Com-
munion will be given in the Gathering Space. 

Line up outside and keep the social distance as indicated 
on the sidewalks by the blue hash marks.  Enter the 
church by the far, right door and exit by the middle 
door.  There will be two communion stations inside. 

Daily Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 am and will be live 
streamed.  Communion will be given after Mass at 9:30 
am for 10 minutes. 

Confessions will be heard on Saturdays from 2:00 – 
3:30 pm with the same protocols that are in place.  Line 
up outside the church keeping social distance. Only one 
person enters the church at a time.  Dress warmly. 



         

 In a normal year, we would be in the midst of collecting funds for Christmas Baskets 
and getting gifts for children on the Angel Tree.  But, because of the pandemic, we are unable 
to do either this year, so we wanted to offer two other good opportunities to fulfill our parish 
mission in the Advent season by making Jesus known in the local community with acts of 
compassion! 

Special Collection for Good Shepherd Center 
Good Shepherd Center helps the poor and homeless in Albuquerque, but they need our help 
during these trying times.  Normally there is a special collection at Mass in April to collect do-
nations, but because of the pandemic, this was not done this year.  

But the need is still great, so we are asking you to make donations now to support the work of 
Good Shepherd Center.  You can do so in any of the following ways: 

Drop off an envelope (You can use one of your collection envelopes, but any envelope 
will do) with your donation at the church office.  Please note on the envelope (and on 
the memo line if you are using a check), that the donation is for Good Shepherd 
Center.  Also note your normal collection envelope number on the envelope (and 
check) 

On-line Giving.  Go to https://sjrgcc.org/online-giving-1 and hit the Blue Give button.  
Brothers of the Good Shepherd is one of the Fund options available.  (Info on how to 
give by text, if you prefer to do so, is also on this page.) 

More information on Good Shepherd Center is available at https://www.gscnm.org/ 

Support St. Vincent de Paul Society 
St. Vincent de Paul helps the poor having trouble paying rent or utilities or needing food or fur-
nishings.  To perform this mission in these trying times, they also need our financial support. 

You can support them by donating in any of the following ways: 

Drop off an envelope (You can use one of your St Vincent de Paul collection enve-
lopes, but any envelope will do) with your donation at the church office.  Please note 
on the envelope (and on the memo line if you are using a check), that the donation 
is for St. Vincent de Paul.  Also note your normal collection envelope number on the 
envelope (and check) 

On-line Giving.  Go to https://sjrgcc.org/online-giving-1 and hit the Blue Give button.  St 
Vincent de Paul is one of the Fund options available.  (Info on how to give by text, if 
you prefer to do so, is also on this page.) 

Help us fulfill our mission of making Jesus known in the local community with this act of com-
passion in the Advent season! 



 

 

In this time of need, Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of                              
Los Angeles,. President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) invites all the faithful to seek together 
the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe.   

 

 

 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe for  the Protection from 
Coronavirus 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels                                      
and Mother of the Americas.  We fly to you today                                      
as your beloved children.                                                                                   
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,                                        
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother,                                                                
and gain for our nation and world,                                                     
and for all our families and loved ones,                                                    
the protection of your holy angels,                                                                      
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

For those already afflicted,  we ask you                                                     
to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.                                 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,  
Wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the 
Church to love one another and to be patient and kind.  
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land                                   
and to our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly 
are our compassionate mother, health of the sick and 
cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,                        
keep us in the embrace  of your arms,                                   
help us always to know the love                                                      
of your Son, Jesus.   Amen. 

 



   

 

 

 

 

Please pray for: Angela Hartfield, Elizabeth Montero, Michael 
Smith, D Chavez, Wayne Luco, Willie  & Josie Vallejos, Mike 
Aragon, Amanda Mora, Sherry McManus, Rodrigo Pavon, 
Jessie Martinez, Hope Chavez, Josephine Smith, Lucia  Larez,  
Shelby Wallace,  Marcus Vigil, Carlene Lopez,  Alfonso & Mike 
Uribe, Rick Lucero, Valen Romero, Robert May, Elena Baca, 
Delia Trujillo, Maureen Jett ,  Harriet B. Smith, Ruben Clemens,  
Angelica Apodaca, Claudette Chavez, Krista Valerio, Jose Al-
varado, Brittany Miller, Josiah Lujan, Joseph Lopez, Richard 
Estrada, Tommy Trujillo, Andrew Ortiz, Linda Weakland, Lo-
renzo Gutierrez, Manuel Ortiz, Tina Archuleta, Nate Oiler,  
Ursula Torres, Isaiah Rodriguez, Angie Gurule, Mary Pauline 
Benavidez, Rigo Peña, David Aern, Angelina Romero, Steve 
Montoya, Tommy Orosco, Shirley Eddingfield, Alexander Sus-

COLLECTIONS DEPOSITED NOVEMBER 11 

 OFFERTORY   5,825.50 

 SVDP               1,665.00

 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS            138.00 

 NAZARETH CENTER   1,347.00 

 TOTAL                8,628.50

 



DIRECTORY                             
Phone:  505.839.7952 

Website:  www.sjrgcc.org 

E-mail address:  bulletin@sjrgparish.org                                       
Bulletin deadline:  3 pm Fridays                                              

Contact  Jeanine Fried at the parish office.  

To view the bulletin, go to www.sjrgcc.org  

Events and News: bulletin   

  PASTOR       Monsignor Lambert Joseph Luna 

  SACRAMENTAL MINISTER  Father William McNichols 

  DEACONS    George Miller    *   Bert Dohle   

  OFFICE STAFF            Dawn Wenzl   

     Isabel Orosco   *   Jeanine Fried 

                   Jessica Armijo   *    Deborah Bauer 

  MAINTENANCE STAFF 

        Lawrence Encinias    *    Leo Apodaca  

  OFFICE HOURS    
 8:30 am   - 12:00 pm   1:00 pm  - 4:30 pm   
        Monday through Friday 

  RCIA  Mary Ann Sabie 839-7952    

  YOUTH FAITH FORMATION (Religious Education) 

George Miller 244-2154    YFF@sjrgparish.org                        
Stephanie Pickup                                                                       

Hours: Monday, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm                                                  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm   

  Mass SCHEDULE      

  SATURDAY     5:00 pm  MDT  
      (4:00 pm  MST)         

     Mass Intentions for the week of                                       
                   December 6    
                                                                             
Saturday, December 5                                                 
5:00 pm    U Guillermo Almaraz                                          
              U Rosalie  Maestas                                             
              UMike Aragon   
Sunday, December 6                                         
8:00 am         Frank & Tillie Luna:                             
          60th wedding anniversary 

    Gru Vigil: Health                                    
10:00 am    For the Intention of the People 

12:00 pm     UEduardo & Sally Martinez 
   Kenneth & Christopher Romero: 
   Birthdays   `` 
           Consolation Ministry and families  
               they serve                                            

Monday, December 7   
9:00 am        Lawrence Encinias: Birthday                              
             Dawn Wenzl: Birthday                                          
                                                                          
Tuesday, December 8                                           
7:00 pm   For the Intention of the People     

Wednesday, December 9                                           
9:00 am 

Thursday, December 10   
9:00 am 

Friday, December 11   
9:00 am 

Saturday, December 12   
9:00 am Mass in honor of  Our Lady of 
Guadalupe                                          
4:00 pm 

 

  

 

 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  DECEMBER                      GOSPEL FOR  DECEMBER 6 
2020 Dec 6 SUN: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Isaiah40: 1-5. 9-11/ Ps 85 / 2 Peter 3: 8-14/ Mark 1: 1-8 
                                                                                                                     
2020 Dec 7 Mon: Ambrose, 
Isaiah 35: 1-10/ Ps 85 / Luke 5: 17-26                                                                                          
                                                                                                                
2020 Dec 8 Tue: IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY S. Holy Day of Obliga!on. 
Genesis 3: 9-15. 20/ Ps 98 / Ephesians 1: 3-6. 11-12/ Luke 1: 26-38 
                                                                                                                      
2020 Dec 9 Wed: Advent Weekday/ Juan Diego 
Isaiah 40: 25-31/ Ps 103 / Ma!hew 11: 28-30 
                                                                                                                                   
2020 Dec 10 Thu: Advent Weekday/ Our Lady of Loreto 
Isaiah 41: 13-20/ Ps 145 / Ma!hew 11: 11-15 
                                                                                                                             
2020 Dec 11 Fri: Advent Weekday/ Damasus I 
Isaiah 48: 17-19/ Ps 1 / Ma!hew 11: 16-19 
                                                                                                                                           
2020 Dec 12 Sat: Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Zechariah 2: 14-17 or Revela"on 11: 19a; 12: 1-6a, 10ab/ Jdt 13: 
18bcde, 19/ Lk 1: 26-38 or Lk 1: 39-47  

2020 Dec 13 Sun: Third Sunday of Advent/                                                                           
Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11/ Luke 1: 46-54/ 1 Thessalonians 126-24/ 
John 1: 6-8,19-28 

Mark 1:1-8  

Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the 
time will come.   It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, 
each with his work, and orders the gatekeeper to     
be on the watch.  Watch, therefore; you do not 
know when the lord of the house is coming, wheth-
er in the evening, or at  midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or in the morning.  May he not come suddenly and 
find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: 
'Watch!'" 
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Neighborhood Grill & Bar
Dine With Us Daily & After Mass

2711 Coors Blvd. NW

352-6544

John Chavez
Office: 831-7622
Cell: 315-1302

jchavez@farmersagent.com

Louis R. Rivera, DDS, PA

“Welcoming
patients

as friends.”

4824 McMahon Blvd. NW #105 • Albuquerque, NM
Across the street from the Lovelace Westside Hospital

890-1911

 

6230 Fourth St. NW

345-5339

“Peoples Choice Award - New Mexican Food ”
The Stafford Family Appreciates Your Patronage

ESTATE PLANNING  
WILLS • TRUSTS

John A. Budagher
john@budagherlaw.com

8
8

1
-9

0
6

0

Bernard L. Ela,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor

6300 Riverside Plaza Lane NW
Suite 150

Albuquerque, NM 87120

Bus. 505-792-8902
bernard.ela@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com 

Member SIPC

Considering a Trust
or Will?

Call Attorney

James E. Dory
505-550-0395

10320 Cottonwood Park NW, Ste E
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Near Cottonwood Mall

TRUSTS * WILLS * PROBATE
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897-5962
7911 Lorraine CT-A NE

Sales • Installation • Repair

$15 off Repair
with this ad 
All Makes & Models

Parts Available
Broken Springs, Cables, 

Doors Replaced
Free Estimates     Lic. # 80688
www.garagedoorsbynestor.com

A-1 FIREWOOD
U - Pick up or We Deliver

Cedar - Pinion - Oak - Pecan
Mesquite - Hickory

Landscaping Materials
Gravel (Santa Fe Brown RR Ties - Bark)
242-8181 • 3134 Bridge Blvd SW

Deacon Roger & Debbie Ayers
898-HOLY (4659)

9469 Coors Blvd. NW

FOUR STAR 
MECHANICAL SERVICES INC

 

P.O. Box 67348 Office 890-4200
Albuquerque, NM 87193 Fax 897-2073
Lic. # 85705 

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Gas, Sewer & Drains

PERICO’S 
TACOS AND BURRITOS

(505) 839-4762
Sunday Special: 
Buy One, Get One 1/2 OFF!

2810 Coors Blvd. NW, Suite C, Albuquerque

505.243.7861505.243.7861

1000 Old Coors Drive SW1000 Old Coors Drive SW

Albuquerque, NM 87121Albuquerque, NM 87121

www.gabaldonmortuary.netwww.gabaldonmortuary.net

Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404Pre-need Insurance 505.243.7404

“The service you have trusted“The service you have trusted
for over 65 years”for over 65 years”

Do you have a question
about Medicare?

Preventive Services, Prescription Drug

Assistance Information, Medicare Fraud,

Open Enrollment and Much More.

For more Information or to apply

for help call 1-800-432-2080

Our Assistance is Non-Biased, Confidential and Free!

Learn about:

717 Stover Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

243-5222
Christina Ornelas

Location Manager
www.garciamortuary.com

20% off20% off
EntireEntire
checkcheck

Excludes whole pies.Excludes whole pies.

Not valid with any otherNot valid with any other
discounts, offers or promotionsdiscounts, offers or promotions

1741 Rio Rancho Blvd • 892-4200

 
Top Quality Windows & Doors 

at a Reasonable Price 

Call today for a FREE Estimate! 

Dan Ballard 
Design Consultant 

505-280-9370

Contact Gabriel Lara to place an ad today!
glara@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5842

Destination specialties include: Catholic Pilgrimages

Blessed Are the Curious For They Will Have Adventures

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
6111 Taylor Ranch Rd. NW

Located behind Taylor Ranch
Community Center in free-standing building
(505) 898-2000 smilesthatwork.com 

An Angel’s Presence
Home Health Care, LLC

If you, your spouse, parent or grandparent have 

worked for the Department of Energy facility or 

the Atomic Weapons Employer (AWE) facility, have 

suffered from a condition related to exposure to 

radiation or a toxic substance. Then you are eligible 

to receive Free home health care services (if you got 

approved to receive medical benefits).

If you are looking for “GOLD STANDARD CARE”,
You have just found that opportunity!

Contact us to start receiving Gold Standard Care:

505-429-5750

$20 OFF
FOR 1ST TIME

CUSTOMERS

505.243.1227
rocketmanplumbing


