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Monday, Dec 21, 2020�

Advent Weekday (O Radiant Dawn)�

They say it’s darkest just before the dawn, and 

today we’ve reached that moment on the darkest 

day of what has been a very dark year. Our hope in 

the worst of circumstances reaches a crescendo in 

today’s O Antiphon: “O Radiant Dawn,/splendor of 

eternal light, sun of justice:/come and shine on 

those who dwell in darkness and in the/shadow of 

death.” We’ve reached the edge of a dramatic 

precipice in our waiting. Have faith and get ready�

daybreak is coming.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Song	of	Songs	2:8�14	or	�

Zephaniah	3:14�18a;	Luke	1:39�45	�

Tuesday, Dec 22, 2020�

Advent Weekday (O King of all Na"ons)�

Today’s O Antiphon heralds the Messiah’s long�

expected arrival as king. But clearly Jesus is not a 

typical king�because God’s kingdom is not a typical 

earthly kingdom. Jesus will later proclaim, through 

the Beatitudes, that the kingdom of God is the 

inverse of what we humans expect. “Blessed are the 

meek,” he insists�and the poor, the persecuted, 

and those who mourn. In fact, according to Saint 

Matthew’s version of the Final Judgment, Jesus will 

be the king wielding harsh judgment against all 

who’ve neglected the “least of these.” How will you 

serve our expected�but�unexpected king today?�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	1	Samuel	1:24�28;	Luke	1:46�56	�

Wednesday, Dec 23, 2020�

Advent Weekday (O Emmanuel)�

As we the church celebrate Evening Prayer�

whether in monasteries or in our own homes, the 

domestic church�tonight we pray or sing the 

seventh and final O Antiphon of Advent with these 

words: “O Emmanuel, our king and giver of law, 

come to save us, Lord our God.” The name 

Emmanuel means God�with�us. As the season of 

Advent longing comes to a close, in a world that is in 

need of God’s compassionate and saving presence, 

let us pray tonight for eyes to see and hearts to 

embrace the presence of God�with�us in the events 

and conversations of these holy holidays. Indeed, O 

come, O come Emmanuel.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Malachi	3:1�4,	23�24;	Luke	1:57�66	�

Thursday, Dec 24, 2020�

Advent Weekday�

For many Catholics of Mexican heritage, today is the 

final celebration of Las Posadas, nine days of 

reenacting Mary and Joseph’s search for posada, 

shelter. Each day the ritual is the same: Participants 

knock on doors, sing songs begging for shelter, 

while hosts respond with songs denying shelter, and 

finally end with the glorious moment when the door 

is opened wide and the Holy Family is given shelter 

for the night. The repetition drives home the 

desperation of the most famous migrant family and 

migrants of all times and places, including our own. 

Can you take some action in support of migrants 

and refugees this Christmas season?�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Morning:	2	Samuel	7:1�5,	8b12,14a,16;	

Luke	1:67�79�

Friday, Dec 25, 2020�

Solemnity of the Na"vity of the Lord (Christmas)�

Today as we gaze upon a tiny infant born in difficult 

circumstances, we are also gazing upon a powerful 

love that has transformed the world�and us. 

Fragility and strength, new life and enduring love�

these are not mutually exclusive. In the Incarnation, 

we encounter a God who has loved us since before 

the creation of the world and who longs to draw 

close and bring us life. This life is not to be 

“spiritualized” but to be incarnate in our whole life, 

including our places of pain and challenge. Saint 

Athanasius writes, “For the Lord touched all parts of 

creation, and freed and undeceived them all from 

every deceit.” What is the freedom that God has 

begun to unfold within you?�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Vigil:	Isaiah	62:1�5;	Acts	13:16�17,	22�

25;	Matthew	1:1�25	(13);	Night:	Isaiah	9:1�6;	Titus	2:11�14;	

Luke	2:1�14	(14);	Day:	Isaiah	52:7�10;	Hebrews	1:1�6;	�

John	1:1�18	�

Saturday, Dec 26, 2020�

Feast of Stephen, First Martyr�

Even the greatest among us have their darkest 

moment. The great Saint Paul had such a moment 

before his conversion, when he looked on 

approvingly and guarded the cloaks of those who 

stoned the church’s first martyr, the young and 

courageous deacon Stephen. Saul of Tarsus, as Paul 

was known before his conversion, no doubt was 

convinced that righteousness called for such a cruel 

and harsh death sentence. Be on guard for 

misguided righteousness wherever it rears its head, 

especially when that head is on your own shoulders. 

It rarely leads to compassion or mercy, God’s 

signposts. Saint Stephen, pray for us.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Acts	6:8�10;	7:54�59;	�

Matthew	10:17�22	�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Weekend of December 19

th

 & 20

th

�

For the People of St. Steven’s�

��Janice Marie Brown �

��Jim Kiefer�

��Donald Linstrom�

��Diane Brass�

Monday December 21

st

�

��Guadalupe Romero�

Tuesday December 22

nd

�

��Regina Kramer�

Wednesday December 23

rd

�

��Marybeth Campbell�

MASS INTENTIONS 

Christmas Eve�

Thursday December 24

th�

��Marsh West�

��Caroline Campion�

��Dorothy Topel�

�

Christmas Day�

Friday December 25

th

�

��Mar'n & Phyllis Sadler�

��James Rogan�

��Gerald Bollinger�

Weekend of December 26

th

 & 27

th

�

��Steven Lamy�

For the People of St. Steven’s�

��Larry Page�

��Patricia Kaiser�

��Diane Brass�



GOSPEL MEDITATION �

DECEMBER 25, 2020�

The Nativity of the Lord�

“I proclaim to you good news of 

great joy that will be for all of 

the people.” This year 

everything has changed. We, 

too, have waited in darkness, a 

new darkness of quarantine and 

fear. We, too, have felt in the 

desert of the modern world. Our 

hearts miss the candles of 

midnight Mass and sounds of 

everyone singing our favorite 

Christmas hymns. The 

Eucharist�that simple little 

host resting in the stable of our 

hearts�has new meaning. Our 

joy lifts at the sight of long�

unseen family, now via facetime 

or zoom. The wonder of the 

season is here. Glory to God 

indeed!�

But for some of us, perhaps the 

patterns feel too familiar, 

almost grating. Or someone is 

missing from our story this 

year. Unlike Mary and Joseph�

who found refuge in a stable�perhaps we still feel like we are searching for a place to rest. 

This Christmas season let Jesus be that place. �

Let the Christmas story wash over you in all its human relevance. In the Holy Family, we 

see the fear of a first�time father trying to shelter and protect his family, a deeply 

vulnerable moment on a cold, uncomfortable night, and giving birth with little assistance. 

In the shepherds, we see an entirely unexpected encounter with wonder, a divine 

revelation none were expecting. We see the dazzling hope of a promise fulfilled.�

In the celebration of Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation. God becomes man because 

we humans need someone we can touch, see, and feel. Some of us may be especially 

sensitive to a lack of incarnate love in our lives. Whatever our experience, God invites us to 

receive HIM � His story, His presence, His love. And He invites us to give it away, to make 

His love a little more incarnate in the world by our actions. Look for someone to love today 

that they, too, might recognize Emmanuel, God with us! �
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hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

40 Years of Conquering Your Electric Needs

EGAN ELECTRIC 
BOB EGAN

(480) 855-9375
eganelectric@msn.com

Bonded - Insured

Uniformed Technicians

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

 
Susan Chapple  
Preplanning Advisor
(480) 365-8938

susan.chapple@dignitymemorial.com 

Mention This Ad for your  
FREE Personal Planning Guide

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

CHASTON TAXES & ACCOUNTING
Chris J. Scoggin  |  CPA & Parishioner

Maricopa’s first CPA firm since 2004.
Specializing in Real Estate and Cross-Border Tax

(520) 568-3303  |  ChastonCPA.com
info@chastontax.com

Living Trusts • Wills • Probate
Family-Mediation

FREE Initial Consultation
CALL TODAY  (480) 565-8020

www.CLFUSA.com

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 Expires 3/31/21


