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Monday, Jan 11, 2021�

FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME�

Today is the first weekday of Ordinary Time�that 

period in the church’s liturgical year after the close 

of the Christmas season that stretches until Ash 

Wednesday (and then picks up after Pentecost until 

Advent begins again). This time after the holidays 

can indeed seem “ordinary,” when all the 

commotion dies down and all the decorations are 

put away. Some people, especially those who live 

with long, cold winters, might even feel a little blue. 

But while sacred seasons are important, getting 

down to business is too. After all, there’s a reign of 

God to help build. Think about everything Jesus did 

between the bookends of his life that we 

celebrate�and roll up your sleeves for some 

extraordinary work.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	1:1�6;	Mark	1:14�20�

Tuesday, Jan 12, 2021�

The Holy Name of Jesus is a devotion that was 

championed by Saint Bernardino of Siena in the 

1400s�with the Holy Name Society dating to the 

1200s. As a feast day, it’s been celebrated during 

the first week of January by various Christian 

denominations and by Catholic religious orders, 

most notably the Jesuits, who use a monogram of 

the name (IHS) as their emblem. For Catholics, the 

entire month of January is dedicated to the Holy 

Name of Jesus. Pray the of the Holy Name of Jesus 

today, recalling how even the unclean spirits of 

Jesus’ day recognized his name.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	2:5�12;	Mark	1:21�28�

Wednesday, Jan 13, 2021�

OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF HILARY, BISHOP, �

DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH�

Catholics of the 21st century profess the belief that 

Jesus is both human and divine every time we recite 

the Nicene Creed at Mass. However, that profession 

of faith was challenged mightily in the fourth 

century when followers of Arius argued that Jesus 

was a great man�but not God. The conflict 

involved bishops and emperors on both sides and it 

went on for years. Hilary of Poitiers converted to 

Christianity at the age of 35 and was elected a 

bishop three years later. Hilary was a friendly and 

courteous man who persistently championed belief 

in Jesus’ divinity. Even exile did not silence his voice. 

In our own times of conflict and division, Saint 

Hilary, guide us to God’s grace.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	2:14�18;	Mark	1:29�39�

Thursday, Jan 14, 2021�

Jesus heals a leper in today’s gospel. Leprosy is 

relatively rare now in most regions of the world, so 

it’s hard to understand the fear and revulsion that 

people with this disease triggered at one time. Even 

someone as close to God as Saint Francis struggled 

to be comfortable with touching a leper. Every age 

has its outcasts, and the Christian challenge has 

always been to learn to accept those others find 

unacceptable, love those others find unlovable. 

Prisoners, poor people, those with dark skin or 

foreign accents, the homeless�the list of modern 

lepers is long. Who do you avoid? Acknowledging 

your aversion is a step toward acceptance.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	3:7�14;	Mark	1:40�45�

Friday, Jan 15, 2021�

Today in Guatemala, a major religious procession 

honors an image of Christ on the cross carved from 

dark wood and renowned throughout the region as 

the “Black Christ of Esquipulas.” The statue was 

commissioned by Spanish colonial leaders looking to 

convert the indigenous people who worshipped a 

dark�skinned deity. Today the image affirms the fact 

that in Latin America there has been a certain 

“fluidity between races through inter�marriage and 

more blending of cultures and religions when 

compared to the experience of Native Americans 

and African Americans,” as El Paso Bishop Mark J. 

Seitz wrote in a remarkable pastoral letter on the 

history of racism, Night Will Be No More. Today 

would be a good day to dip into this document for 

insights into the history and persistence of racism, 

regionwide. May the Black Christ be a symbol of 

hope!�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Hebrews	4:1�5,	11;	Mark	2:1�12�

Saturday, Jan 16, 2021�

OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF �

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY�

The great paradox of God’s kingdom is often 

expressed in the teachings of Jesus: The blind see, 

the lame walk, the deaf hear, the last are first, the 

dead live. The first and most profound paradox is 

that the Virgin conceives. Our Blessed Mother 

experienced the coming Kingdom in her own body. 

She shares that experience with us in our 

communion with the Lord. We carry the Real 

Presence of the Savior in our own bodies. The 

ongoing paradox is that the Lord calls us, who are 

sinners, to be the vessels of his presence in the 

world. Express that presence today by lifting up the 

lowly.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 4:12�16; Mark 2:13�17�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�
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Mass Intentions 

Weekend of January 9

th

 & 10

th�

The Bap	sm of the Lord

�

� � Larry Byron�

� For the People of St Stevens�

� � Deceased Members of �

St Stevens Ladies Guild�

Monday January 11

th

�

� � Molly McDermo��

Tuesday January 12

th

�

� � Diane Brass�

Wednesday January 13

th

�

� Ann Call�

Thursday January 14

th

�

� Joan Arouni�

Friday January 15

th

�

� Albert John Imbornoi�

Weekend of January 16

th

 & 17

th

�

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

�

� Leighton Nickerson�

For the People of St Stevens�

� Oranda Nichols�



Recently, a�er consulta�on with the District Deputy, the current Grand Knight (who 

resigned in December) and our Parish Manager (Former Grand Knight), it was decided that a 

�me of suspension is necessary for the current council to reflect, reexamine and ins�tute the 

newest guidelines for the council from both the Na�onal and State level of the Organiza�on. 

Even though these guidelines have been in place for over two years, our current council has 

maintained a “status quo” and not fully adopted the essen�al elements of the new guidelines. 

Precisely, the ins�tu�on of the Faith in Ac�on programs that are now required components of 

each council. Through this ini�a�ve, the Order endeavors to support Chris�an family life and 

encourages councils and families to integrate with the sacramental and social life of their parish 

more fully. * �

“Being a Knight is more than camaraderie, it is being involved in your community; it is 

suppor�ng your local Catholic Church, while enhancing your own faith and it is about protec�ng 

and enhancing your family life. Below are programs that have been mandated for current 

councils:�

� Spiritual Reflec�on Program �Under the guidance of their chaplain, each council must 

plan opportuni�es for prayer and reflec�on together as a fraternity. Councils can a6end 

a retreat or day of reflec�on together or perhaps organize their own event for the men 

of their parish. *�

� In his Apostolic Exhorta�on Into the Breach, Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted outlines the 

challenges faced by men of faith in the world today. Into the Breach is a call to ba6le 

for Catholic men which urges them to wholeheartedly embrace masculine virtues in a 

world at crisis. By reading and discussing Bishop Olmsted’s inspira�onal words and the 

accompanying study guide with like�minded men of faith, councils will prayerfully 

examine the enormous breach in the ba6le line that lies before them. In doing so, they 

will begin to devise a personal plan of spiritual ba6le. *�

� Holy Hour�Councils work with their pastors to organize regular holy hours of Eucharis�c 

adora�on. K of C holy hours could be prepared for men, complete with preaching, a 

communal rosary, and prayers to St. Joseph and Fr. McGivney. *�

� Sacramental Gi�s�Councils are present for the most important sacramental events in 

the lives of families. Through special gi�s and prayers, a council can support the family 

at these �mes and build a closer rela�onship with the parish community. *�

� Consecra�on to the Holy Family�Councils invite families of their parish to offer the 

prayer of Consecra�on to the Holy Family through which families invoke the protec�on 

of the Holy Family. A tradi�onal recommenda�on is that this takes place on the feast of 

the Holy Family, typically the first Sunday a�er Christmas.” *�

* www.kofc.org, Copyright2020, Knights of Columbus. All Rights Reserved.�

During this hiatus, we ask the en�re parish to pray along with all those that are Knights to 

pray, reflect and even update their knowledge of the Knights of Columbus organiza�on which is 

readily available either through the na�onal or state websites. Our inten�on is not to terminate, 

but to revitalize, regroup, and rebuild our council ins�tu�ng all the guidelines currently in force.�

Updated news concerning the Fr. Arens Knights of Columbus �

Council # 9678 at St. Steven’s Catholic Church.�
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hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

40 Years of Conquering Your Electric Needs

EGAN ELECTRIC 
BOB EGAN

(480) 855-9375
eganelectric@msn.com

Bonded - Insured

Uniformed Technicians

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

 
Susan Chapple  
Preplanning Advisor
(480) 365-8938

susan.chapple@dignitymemorial.com 

Mention This Ad for your  
FREE Personal Planning Guide

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

CHASTON TAXES & ACCOUNTING
Chris J. Scoggin  |  CPA & Parishioner

Maricopa’s first CPA firm since 2004.
Specializing in Real Estate and Cross-Border Tax

(520) 568-3303  |  ChastonCPA.com
info@chastontax.com

Living Trusts • Wills • Probate
Family-Mediation

FREE Initial Consultation
CALL TODAY  (480) 565-8020

www.CLFUSA.com

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 Expires 3/31/21


