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Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory Be�
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As Catholics we rightly find inspiration in Mary’s 

beautiful “fiat”, her “yes” to God’s will at the 

Annunciation, but we should also recall Joseph’s 

own faithful “yes” to God’s plan for salvation. 

Despite the unusual circumstances of Mary’s 

pregnancy, “Joseph accepted Mary 

unconditionally” (Patris corde, 4). Through a series 

of dreams, God made his will known to Joseph, and 

each time Joseph faithfully responded. It is Joseph 

who welcomed the Christ child as his own son, gave 

Jesus his name as revealed by the angel, and 

continually protected and provided for the needs of 

the Holy Family. When Herod threatened the life of 

the infant Jesus, Joseph fled with his family from 

their homeland to Egypt and patiently waited until 

they could return to Israel. “In every situation, 

Joseph declared his own ‘fiat’” (PC, 3). Through his 

constant care for both mother and child, Joseph 

makes a true gift of himself. God chose this humble 

carpenter of Nazareth to guide the beginnings of our 

redemption, and it is Joseph “who was able to turn a 

problem into a possibility by trusting always in 

divine providence” (PC, 5). Inspired by St. Joseph, 

may we proactively help mothers welcome and care 

for the gift of new life.�

A�� (choose one)�

�� Pope Francis declared December 8, 2020 � 

December 8, 2021 as the Year of St. Joseph. Offer 

a prayer to St. Joseph for all mothers in need.�

�� Listen to this podcast episode unpacking the 

importance of this Year of St. Joseph. To go 

deeper, consider taking time to prayerfully read 

Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter Patris corde (With 

a Father’s Heart).�

�� Offer some other sacrifice or prayer that you feel 

called to do for this month’s intention.�
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On March 25

th

 the Church celebrates the Solemnity of 

the Annunciation of the Lord, as well as the 

anniversary of the papal encyclical Evangelium vitae 

(The Gospel of Life). Learn more about how these two 

observances are connected in this brief article.�
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The Church also celebrates the�Solemnity of Saint 

Joseph on March 19

th

. Join others in seeking the 

intercession of St. Joseph for the many people whose 

lives are touched by adoption by praying the novena 

from March 10

th

 �18

th

. Sign up for daily email or text 

messages at respectlife.org/adoption�novena. �

Image: A mosaic of Our Lady of Guadalupe decorates a side altar in the Church of 

Santa Maria della Famiglia at the Vatican. Dec. 15. (CNS photo/Paul Haring.)�





Monday, Mar 15, 2021�

Lenten Weekday�

There have been some famous male/female teams 

in the history of Catholic religious orders. Benedict 

and Scholastica, Francis and Clare, Teresa of Ávila 

and John of the Cross. Another team included 

Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac, whose feast 

day is today. While Vincent founded the 

Vincentians, together he and Louise cofounded the 

Daughters of Charity. Today, there are 14,000 

Daughters of Charity serving the poor all over the 

world. Commit to improving gender relations in 

your daily interactions. When woman and men feel 

free to make their unique contributions, great 

things can happen.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Isaiah	65:17�21;	John	4:43�54	�

Tuesday, Mar 16, 2021�

Lenten Weekday�

The custom of dipping a finger into holy water and 

making the sign of the cross upon entering a church 

serves to remind us of our Baptism, whereby we 

first entered the Catholic Church. But the waters of 

Baptism do much more, altering our metaphysical 

makeup in a profound way. Christians adopted the 

ritual from John the Baptist, but the practice has 

even more ancient roots. It’s tied to the Jewish use 

of mikvahs, purifying pools�including those 

mentioned in the Bible, like Bethesda and Siloam�

that believers visited to cleanse themselves of 

sickness and sin. Let your own bathing rituals 

remind you of your baptismal promises.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Ezekiel	47:1�9,	12;	John	5:1�16	�

Wednesday, Mar 17, 2021�

Op�onal Memorial of Patrick, Bishop, Missionary�

As the church and the Irish, and all who are “Irish 

for the day,” celebrate the feast of Saint Patrick, 

let’s also celebrate what we know of this 

remarkable fifth�century saint who brought the 

message of Christ to Ireland. Patrick writes in his 

Confession of his homeland (Roman Britain), his 

youthful captivity by pirates, his conversion, and his 

deepening desire to proclaim God’s presence. There 

is no mention of snakes or shamrocks, but there is 

strong testament to Patrick’s missionary zeal: “That 

is why I cannot be silent . . . about such great 

blessings and such a gift that the Lord so kindly 

bestowed in the land of my captivity.” Look for 

God’s presence in this day and share your own good 

news.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Isaiah	49:8�15;	John	5:17�30	�

Thursday, Mar 18, 2021�

Op�onal Memorial of Cyril of Jerusalem, �

Bishop, Doctor of the Church�

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem was a scholar and catechist 

at heart, but he spent years embroiled in the Arian 

heresy, which denied the divinity of Christ. He spent 

16 of his 35 years as Jerusalem’s archbishop in exile 

over Arianism and political wrangling. Although he 

died in 386, it took until 1882 for him to be declared 

a doctor of the church for his significant theological 

contributions, many written for adults joining the 

church. In keeping with Saint Cyril’s dedication to 

catechesis, devote some time today to learning 

more about your faith.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Exodus	32:7�14;	John	5:31�47	�

Friday, Mar 19, 2021�

Solemnity of Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary; Day of Abs�nence�

When God’s plans collided with his, Joseph 

attended to a calling beyond the law or custom of 

his day. He must have felt angry, betrayed, 

confused. But he also knew something greater was 

at stake than simply following rigid Mosaic code, 

which would have demanded stoning a woman 

found to be "with child" before marriage. Instead, 

he trusted Mary and trusted the dream that 

brought him angelic counsel. As Pope Francis said in 

his homily on this feast day in 2013, “in [Joseph’s] 

heart we see great tenderness, which is not the 

virtue of the weak but rather a sign of strength.” 

Practice tenderness�the sign of a strong heart!�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	2	Samuel	7:4�5a,	12�14a,	16;	Romans	

4:13,	16�18,	22;	Matthew	1:16,	18�21,	24a	or	Luke	2:41�51a	�

Saturday, Mar 20, 2021�

Lenten Weekday�

In 1812, six young women joined to devote their 

lives to providing care and education for Catholic 

families living in Kentucky. Nineteen�year�old 

Catherine Spaulding from Maryland was chosen to 

lead the group that became the Sisters of Charity of 

Nazareth (S.C.N.). Mother Catherine guided the 

congregation for 45 years, until her death on March 

20, 1858. Today 550 S.C.N. sisters serve in 20 states 

and four foreign countries. Find your own quiet 

path of humility so that you, too, can be exalted.�

TODAY'S	READINGS:	Jeremiah	11:18�20;	John	7:40�53�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time.�

©2017 TrueQuest Communications.TakeFiveForFaith.com; �

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from  �

akeFiveForFaith.com. �

Scripture citations from the NAB Rev. Ed.�



Mass Intentions 

Weekend of March 13

th

 & 14

th�

4th Sunday of Lent

�

� Patricia DeRose�

For the People of St Stevens�

� Wieslaw Pajak�

Monday March 15

th

�

� Anne Pearson�

Tuesday March 16

th

�

� Marilyn Kelly�

Wednesday March 17

th

�

� Marion & David Furtaw�

Thursday March 18

th

�

� John Daniel�

Friday March 19

th

�

� Martha Hart�

Weekend of March 20

th

 & 21

st

�

5th Sunday of Lent

�

� Ellie Schuck�

For the People of St Stevens�

� Donald Linstrom�

Virtual Masses 

Mass streamed Weekdays at 8:00 a.m.�

Saturday at 4:00 p.m.�

Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.�

h�p://saintstevensparish.org�

Adoration Chapel 

Tues. & Thurs. �

8:30, 9:30, 10:30 a.m., �

1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.�

*REGISTER ONLINE, ONLY*�

Limited to 4 per hour�



The Catholic Schools Office is now accep�ng 

applica�ons for the Diocesan School Board. All 

registered prac�cing Catholics are eligible. You 

do not need to have children currently enrolled 

in Catholic schools to qualify, though familiarity 

with the Diocese of Phoenix Catholic Schools is 

preferred. For informa�on and an applica�on, 

please e�mail Jennifer Shumway at 

jshumway@dphx.org or call (602) 354�2137. 

Applica�on deadline is May 22, 2021.�

�

Weekdays: Tuesday & Thursday 8:00 a.m. �

Weekends: Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.�

�

Taking	a	Moment	To	Give	To	Others.	During Lent we are offered the opportuni-

ty to give to the most vulnerable in any way we can. Catholic	Charities has pro-

grams that you can pray for and support to continue changing lives: �

In�Home	Services�Keeping families together to avoid children being removed. 

Families referred by DCS. Needs? Visa gift cards for counseling services ($35�

50), board games, children books, baby items & monetary donations.�

DIGNITY	Diversion�Helping victims of sex�traf.icking through a program to start 

a new life. Victims referred by City of Phoenix Prosecutors Of.ice.  Needs? 

Hygiene products, wrapped snacks/dinner gift cards during session meet-

ings, undergarments & monetary donations.�

North	Star	Youth	Partnership� Helping low income teens develop their self�

esteem and more. Needs? Detergent, hygiene items & gift cards to clothing 

stores. �

Your	giving	heart	will	change	a	life. Desire to give to homeless veterans, chil-

dren in foster care or other vulnerable people we serve? Call	602.285.199	or	

visit	us	at www.catholiccharitiesaz.org/ways�to�give to	donat.	“A	work	of	justice	

pleasing	to	God."	(Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church,	no.	2462).		�



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                St. Steven, Sun Lakes, AZ                B 4C 05-0404

hough
law offices ,  pllc

Michael H. Hough
Notre Dame ‘90 • Denver Law ‘94

Jacqueline D. Hough
USD ‘92 • USC Law ‘96 

   

(480) 396-4949

2500 S Power Rd, Ste 114, Mesa, AZ 85209

www.houghlawoffice.com

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

ESTATE PLANNING

St. Steven’s
ststevensaz.weshareonline.org

40 Years of Conquering Your Electric Needs

EGAN ELECTRIC 
BOB EGAN

(480) 855-9375
eganelectric@msn.com

Bonded - Insured

Uniformed Technicians

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

THE

VINCENTIAN
ANNUITY

A gift through the Vincentian Annuity will give you
the security of a fixed income over your lifetime and
provide support for St. Vincent de Paul that
will last forever.

TO SEE IF AN ANNUITY IS RIGHT FOR YOU
visit svdplegacy.org.
Take a look at our planned giving tools, including our benefits calculator.
To discuss giving options or to request your free Estate Planning Guide. 
contact Donna Rodgers at 602-261-6884 or drodgers@svdpaz.org 
P.O. Box 13600 Phoenix, AZ 85002 x svdplegacy.org
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Assisted Living Referral Service

I will help you find the best assisted living 

home or apartment for your loved one.

KAY FISCHER • (480) 688-6954
NO NO 

CHARGECHARGE

The Charles Company
and Associates, Inc.

          www.thecharlescompany.com 
(480) 895-0611

alice@thecharlescompany.com

9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste 136 • Sun Lakes, AZ
Karl & Alice Schroeder Parishioners of  St. Stevens

Contact David Ramirez to place an ad today! 
dramirez@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5829

RenaissanceRetirement.com l 480.883.2000  
9508 E. Riggs Road Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

All residences must be occupied by at least one resident 55 years of age or older. 
Services provided are limited to those described in the Lease or Residency 
Agreement. The community is not a hospital or nursing home. Terms are subject
 to change without notice.10/19

Renaissance is an award-winning Independent, 
Assisted, and Memory Care community in  
Sun Lakes.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
CALL 480.883.2000

Living Trusts • Last Wills • Living Wills
Elder Law & Long Term Care (ALTCS)
Preserve Assets for Spouse & Children

Retirement Income Planning
FREE Initial Consultation • CALL TODAY (480) 565-8020

www.CLFUSA.com

ANGELICA’S HOUSE 
CLEANING SERVICE

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell: 602-999-6726 

Home: 480-821-1689

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 Expires 3/31/21


