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Welcome Everyone Back Home! 

By Rev. Mark Zacker 

This year I am celebrating my 25th anniversary as a priest.  I am so thank-

ful to be spending it with you! Ever since I arrived on September 15, I have 

been very touched by so many warm welcomes.   

I have been asked repeatedly how we might welcome back those who 

have left, due to COVID, or for other reasons, and have not returned. We 

might have children or friends who are no longer practicing their faith. This 

newsletter speaks of the warmth and love of God at work here in our par-

ish. As you read these pages, give praise and thanks to God for all the 

good that is happening!  In the midst of the ongoing struggle with COVID, 

look and see the difference that your faith makes! Share this good news 

with those who are not here! 

First, demonstrate the joy and comfort you find here in Jesus. Our church 

serves as a quiet place for finding Jesus and speaking to Him from your 

heart.  The beautiful views, inside and out, point us to the Creator, Re-

deemer, and Sanctifier of all.  Your good example of personal prayer, faith-

ful attendance at Sunday Mass, Bible study, and doing good works are just 

some forms of “preaching” you can offer to them. St. Francis of Assisi said: 

“Preach always, use words if necessary.” Let others see you practicing 

your faith. 

Second, continue to pray that the Holy Spirit will guide them back. That is 

what Saint Monica did for many years for her wandering son, Saint Augus-

tine.  He eventually came to the faith and became a great theologian of the 

Church.  The Mass is called a Holy Sacrifice, so it is the prime way to join 

our suffering and pain to the perfect sacrifice of Jesus on the altar.  In 

return, we receive His very Body and Blood —- the closest taste to heaven 

that we get on earth.  His Body and Blood feeds us and carries us through, 

one day at at a time. Practice and Pray! 

Third, look for the good in the lives of others, in what they say about them-

selves and through their actions.  That means you watch for and listen 

carefully and compassionately to know the positives in their lives. You will 

hear many good things: their love for their family, their neighbors, the poor, 

and their hope for a better world, and many other good and holy actions 

and desires. Encourage them in all the good they are doing and give 

thanks to God for His movement in their lives. 

Remember with gratitude the words of Saint Paul’s First Letter to Timothy: 

“God our savior wills everyone to be saved.” (1 Tim 2:4) What God wants 

God can accomplish, even when we don’t see it, understand it, or even 

accept it.  Please join me in this prayer: 

Father, hold those who have left us close to your heart.  In this world af-

flicted by disease and confused  by error and sin, guard them and fill them 

with unshakeable faith.  Keep them true to your teachings, faithful to Sun-

day Mass, and active within your Church.  May they sincerely seek your 

will in all important life decisions, and when the time comes, open their 

hearts to come back again.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior 

and Lord. Amén.  

¡Todos sean Bienvenidos a Casa! 

Este año estoy celebrando mi 25 aniversario como sacerdote. ¡Estoy muy 

agradecido de pasarlo con todos ustedes! Desde que llegué el 15 de sep-

tiembre, me han emocionado muchísimas tantas bienvenidas. 

Muchos me han preguntado repetidamente cómo podríamos dar la bien-

venida a aquellos que se han ido, debido a COVID o por otras razones, y 

no han regresado. Es posible que tengamos hijos o amigos que ya no 

practiquen la fe. Este boletín habla de la ternura y el amor de Dios traba-

jando aquí en nuestra parroquia. Al leer estas páginas, alaben y agradez-

can a Dios por todo lo bueno que está sucediendo. En medio de la lucha 

continua con COVID, ¡miren y vean la diferencia que hace la fe! 

¡Compartan esta buena noticia con los que no están aquí! 

Primero, demuestren el gozo y el consuelo que encuentran aquí en Jesús. 

Nuestra iglesia sirve como un lugar tranquilo para encontrar a Jesús y 

hablarle desde su corazón.  Las hermosas vistas, por dentro y por fuera, 

nos señalan al Creador, Redentor y Santificador de todo.  Su buen ejem-

plo de oración personal, asistencia fiel a la misa dominical, estudio bíblico 

y buenas obras son algunas formas de "predicación" que puede ofrecer-

los. San Francisco de Asís dijo: "Predican siempre, usan palabras si es 

necesario". Deja que los demás les vean practicando la fe. 

En segundo lugar, continúen orando para que el Espíritu Santo los guíe 

de regreso. Eso es lo que hizo Santa Mónica durante muchos años por su 

hijo errante, San Agustín. Finalmente llegó a la fe y se convirtió en un gran 

teólogo de la Iglesia. La Misa se llama Santo Sacrificio, por lo que es la 

mejor manera de unir nuestro sufrimiento y dolor al sacrificio perfecto de 

Jesús en el altar. A cambio, recibimos Su mismo Cuerpo y Sangre, el 

sabor más cercano al cielo que tenemos en la tierra. Su Cuerpo y Sangre 

nos alimentan un día a la vez. ¡Practican y rezan! 

En tercer lugar, busquen lo bueno en la vida de los demás, en lo que 

dicen sobre sí mismos y a través de sus acciones. Eso significa que 

ustedes observan y escuchan con atención y compasión para conocer los 

aspectos positivos de sus vidas. Escucharán muchas cosas buenas: su 

amor por su familia, sus vecinos, los pobres y su esperanza de un mundo 

mejor, y muchas otras acciones y deseos buenos y santos. Anímenlos en 

todo el bien que están haciendo y den gracias a Dios por su movimiento 

en sus vidas. 

Recuerdan con gratitud las palabras de la Primera Carta de San Pablo a 

Timoteo: "Dios nuestro Salvador quiere que todos se salven". (1Timoteo 2: 

4) Lo que Dios quiere que Dios pueda lograr, incluso cuando no lo vemos, 

no lo entendemos o ni siquiera lo aceptamos. Por favor únanse a mí en 

esta oración: 

“Padre, mantén cerca de tu corazón a los que nos han dejado. En este 

mundo afligido por la enfermedad y confundido por el error y el pecado, 

guárdalos y llénalos de fe inquebrantable. Manténgalos fieles a tus ense-

ñanzas, fieles a la misa dominical y activos dentro de tu Iglesia. Que 

busquen sinceramente tu voluntad en todas las decisiones importantes de 

la vida y, cuando llegue el momento, abran sus corazones para volver. Te 

lo pedimos en el nombre de Jesús, nuestro Salvador y Señor. Amén. 



 

I have met with our Pastoral Council twice since I arrived. We reviewed the 

results of the parish survey done in May and are looking at how best to 

respond. So many comments praised the beauty, warmth, and friendliness 

of our parish. I agree! I have experienced it firsthand since arriving here! 

Keep up the good work, everyone! 

First of all, let us pray that the pandemic of COVID will be over and done 

with soon. So many of us have suffered the loss of loved ones, been sick 

and hospitalized, and had our daily lives turned upside down. Please, keep 

praying for them and for all the doctors, nurses, and medical practitioners 

who are working so hard. 

Father Homero and Father Tim received many beautiful comments on their 

holiness and their devotion to the parish during this difficult time of COVID. 

They even added more weeknight Mass times and more frequent times for 

Confession. Thank you Father Homero and Father Tim! May God bless 

you both with good health, happiness, and holiness in service to His 

Church. 

Many comments on the survey addressed the desire to “get back to nor-

mal.” So many would like to resume our parish socials, coffee & donuts, 

breakfasts, and other gatherings. The good news is that we are getting 

there! Since I got here in September, I have been blessed to meet with 

many groups meeting back together again. Bringing back the Lenten Fish 

Fry was a big one! We will be working with our Knights of Columbus on 

how best we might do that. 

Other comments concerned prayer and liturgy. So many where of a per-

sonal nature, regarding timing, style, and manner. There is an old Latin 

adage, “De gustibus non est disputandum” which means “In matters of 

taste, there can be no disputes.” The implication is that everyone's person-

al preferences are subjective opinions that cannot be right or wrong, so 

they should never be argued about as if they were. Everyone has different 

opinions on the use of Latin, incense, chants, gestures, postures, etc., so I 

promote the famous quote attributed to Saint Augustine: “In essentials, 

unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” 

We are a very active, growing parish. What a blessing! Of course, there are 

growing pains, as well. We celebrate many baptisms, weddings, and 

quinceañeras. Most of these are celebrated on Saturday afternoons. 

Therefore, we cannot change our 5:30 PM Mass to an earlier time. Thank 

you for understanding! Our Adoration Chapel is shared by our choir. Differ-

ent choirs practice on different nights of the week and on the weekends. 

Therefore, for consistency of schedule, our hours for Adoration are main-

tained from 9:00 AM (Mass) to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

In his book, Francis: The Journey and the Dream, Murray Bodo writes, 

“Francis lifted his head from the stone floor and looked searchingly into the 

eyes of the crucifix that seemed now to have depth, like real eyes. Sudden-

ly, the whole face of the Christ seemed to move, and Francis was afraid. 

Then as from some faraway place and yet surely coming from the crucifix, 

a voice clear and resonant pierced Francis’ soul. Francis, go now and re-

pair my church which, as you see, is falling down.’ Francis would start re-

building the church immediately. . .This single-minded obedience to his 

dreams and voices was to become a bold pattern in Francis’ life that would 

lead to his total and radical service of the Gospel of Christ.” 

May we, parishioners of Saint Francis of Assisi, be the same! With our 

patron, let us listen to the voice of Jesus. May we be single-minded and 

bold in our total and radical service of the Gospel. Let us “repair” anything 

that needs to be repaired for the sake of our bodies, minds, and souls. 

Following the example of our patron, may we carry out the mission entrust-

ed to us here in Castle Rock and throughout Douglas County. St Francis of 

Assisi, pray for us! 

Me he reunido con nuestro Consejo Pastoral dos veces desde que llegué 

aquí. Revisamos los resultados del cuestionario parroquial realizado en 

mayo y estamos buscando la mejor manera de responder. Tantos comen-

tarios elogiaron la belleza, la ternura, y la amabilidad de nuestra parroquia. 

¡Estoy de acuerdo! ¡Continúen todos, por favor! 

En primer lugar, recemos para que la pandemia de COVID termine pronto. 

Muchos de nosotros hemos sufrido la pérdida de seres queridos, hemos 

estado enfermos y hospitalizados, y nuestra vida diaria al revés. Por favor, 

sigan orando por ellos y por todos los médicos, enfermeras y especialistas 

que están trabajando tan duro. 

El Padre Homero y el Padre Tim recibieron muchos comentarios hermosos 

sobre su santidad y su devoción a la parroquia durante este difícil momen-

to de COVID. Incluso agregaron más horarios de misa durante la semana 

y horarios más frecuentes para la confesión. ¡Gracias Padre Homero y 

Padre Tim! Que Dios los bendiga a ambos. 

Muchos comentarios en el cuestionario abordaron el deseo de "volver a la 

normalidad". A muchos les gustaría reanudar nuestras actividades social-

es parroquiales, desayunos, y otras reuniones. ¡La buena noticia es que 

estamos progresando! Desde que llegué aquí en septiembre, he tenido la 

suerte de reunirme con muchos grupos que se han reunido nuevamente. 

Otros comentarios se referían a las devociones y la liturgia. Muchos eran 

de personal, en cuanto a tiempo, estilo y modales. Hay un viejo adagio 

latino, "De gustibus non est disputandum" que significa "En cuestiones de 

gusto, no puede haber disputas". La implicación es que las preferencias 

personales de todos son opiniones subjetivas que no pueden ser correctas 

o incorrectas, por lo que nunca se debe discutir sobre ellas como si lo 

fueran. Todos tienen opiniones diferentes sobre el uso del latín, el in-

cienso, los cantos, los gestos, las posturas, etc., por eso yo promuevo la 

célebre cita atribuida a San Agustín: “En lo esencial, unidad; en lo no 

esencial, libertad; en todo, caridad.” 

Somos una parroquia muy activa y en crecimiento. ¡Que bendición! Por 

supuesto, también hay dolores de crecimiento. Celebramos muchos bauti-

zos, bodas y quinceañeras. La mayoría de estos se celebran los sábados 

por la tarde. Por lo tanto, no podemos cambiar nuestra Misa de las 5:30 

PM a una hora anterior. Nuestra Capilla de Adoración es compartida por 

nuestros coros. Diferentes coros practican en diferentes noches de la 

semana y los fines de semana. Por lo tanto, para mantener la coherencia 

del horario, nuestro horario de Adoración se mantiene de 9:00 A.M. (Misa) 

a 5:00 P.M., de lunes a viernes. Gracias por su cooperación. 

En su libro, Francisco: El viaje y el sueño, escribe Murray Bodo, “Francis 

levantó la cabeza del suelo de piedra y miró inquisitivamente los ojos del 

crucifijo que ahora parecían tener profundidad, como ojos reales. De re-

pente, todo el rostro del Cristo pareció moverse y Francisco tuvo miedo. 

Entonces, como de algún lugar lejano y, sin embargo, seguramente prove-

niente del crucifijo, una voz clara y resonante traspasó el alma de Francis. 

Francisco, ve ahora y repara mi iglesia que, como ves, se está cayendo. 

Comenzaría a reconstruir la iglesia de inmediato...Esta obediencia resuelta 

a sus sueños y voces se convertiría en un patrón audaz en la vida de 

Francisco que lo llevaría a su servicio total y radical del Evangelio de   

Cristo.” 

¡Que nosotros, feligreses de San Francisco de Asís, seamos iguales! Con 

nuestro patrón, escuchemos la voz de Jesús. Que seamos decididos y 

audaces en nuestro servicio total y radical del Evangelio. Reparemos” 

cualquier cosa que necesite ser reparada por el bien de nuestro cuerpo, 

mente y alma. Siguiendo el ejemplo de nuestro patrón, que podamos llevar 

a cabo la misión que se nos ha confiado aquí en Castle Rock y en todo el 

condado de Douglas. San Francisco de Asís, ¡ruega por nosotros! 



RCIA Welcomes new Catholic to the Church 

By Don Frew 

RCIA Class of 2021 

I was raised in a strong protestant christian home, son to a minister, but I 

always struggled with my faith even though I had studied it my entire life. I 

married a Catholic whose faith was much stronger than mine, and for 25 

years of our marriage I attended Mass with her and the family every Sun-

day. But I never really believed or lived the faith. I always had excus-

es...too busy, too many hypocrites in the church, lack of accountability for 

addressing scandals, anything else I could find to point fingers. But the 

clincher that really pushed me away was my mother's dementia. She was 

only in her 50's when diagnosed, and the disease was brutal to her and to 

my dad who cared for her for the first 8-10 years of the disease until he 

could no longer do so. She spent her final 7 years in an assisted living 

facility, and for the last 5 she was only occasionally aware that someone 

was even present and she didn't know any of us.  Dad continued to care 

for her with every ounce of his being, continuing to be the loving husband 

he had always been. But I was angry...angry at the disease, angry at my-

self for not being closer to home to help, angry at God for allowing such a 

terrible disease to even exist. And I held on to that anger, and fed on it. 

 

I was in the military for 25 years, and following retirement wanted to move 

closer to home (Kansas City) so my wife and I could be closer to family 

and help take care of them as they got older. I knew dad wouldn’t be 

around forever, and it seemed like mom’s body would keep going even 

though her mind was no longer there.  Plus 

my wife’s parents were also getting older, 

and we had been away from home since we 

were married. As we were contemplating 

this move, my company offered me the op-

portunity to move to Colorado. We decided 

to take the leap, and this opening of a door 

began a 16-month journey that completely 

opened my eyes and my heart. The se-

quence of events is long, so I'll just list them: 

we sold our house in April; graduated a child 

from college in May and moved him into his 

first apartment to start his career; drove our 

youngest to Utah for an internship in May; 

lost my mother-in-law in June who came to our child's college graduation 

then fell ill and never made it back home; got everyone back to Kansas 

City for the funeral in June;  moved to Colorado in July; found out my fa-

ther was terminally ill in September; moved my mother to an assisted care 

facility in Highlands Ranch in October; had a final Thanksgiving with my 

dad and two of our sons plus our first granddaughter in November; buried 

dad in January; COVID shutdown in March; buried mom in July; our middle 

son’s girlfriend registered for RCIA in August and they were engaged in 

November. 

 

This is just a list of events, but the details between them are what opened 

my eyes.  We sold the house the first day on the market; my mother-in-law 

was determined to be at graduation even through she felt terrible; the 

priest who came to visit my her in the hospital knew her parish priest which 

brought her real comfort; we witnessed our future daughter-in-law's char-

acter as she stayed at the hospital with us comforting and consoling the 

family; we witnessed my mother-in-law’s strength and faith as she grace-

fully accepted her fate and continued to care for her family rather than 

herself; the long-term care facility we called about my mom had an unex-

pected opening exactly when I contacted them; the day mom was trans-

ported a blizzard cleared in time for the roads to clear prior to her arrival; 

mom was greeted by a hospice nurse who had previously cared for her in 

Kansas City; we spent a final Thanksgiving with my dad, brother, two of 

our three sons, and our first grandchild; we beat an ice store across Kan-

sas to spend the last few hours with dad prior to his passing; several peo-

ple at dad's funeral told me how inspiring his love for mom had been to 

them early in their own marriages and even more so in his caring for her at 

the end; our middle son got engaged and his fiancé decided to go through 

RCIA to complete her Catholic sacraments before they get married in the 

Church; the same hospice nurse was again caring for my mother when she 

took a final turn for the worse, and contacted me so we could spend the 

last few hours with her, and also showed her great dignity and kindness as 

she prepared mom for transport to the mortuary following her passing. 

 

This is only a partial sequence of what happened, but as we were driving 

across Kansas multiple times, I reflected on the fact that at every point in 

time we were exactly where we needed to be, the weather supported or 

even drove our transportation plans, we had enough warning for every 

event to be prepared, we were surrounded by people full of love who took 

great care of all of us, and we learned our family was going to grow to 

include a young woman who had already proven her character to us and 

was now committing to God through RCIA and the sacrament of marriage. 

 

The comments from my parents' friends on 

the strength of their marriage, and the inspi-

ration it was to them, really stuck with me. As 

I was writing mom's obituary I penned in the 

date of her funeral, and realized that we were 

burying her next to dad on their wedding 

anniversary. I finally broke down, and the 

anger that I had carried for so long just left. 

We don't know God's plans or his ways, but I 

suddenly felt like His plan for my parents was 

to be an example to others...and that I was 

one of those others who should heed that 

example. I was suddenly out of excuses, and 

realized that to truly be the husband and father that I should have been all 

along, I needed to submit to our Heavenly Father rather than continuing to 

pretend to be my own "master". I decided to join our future daughter-in-law 

in RCIA, and fully join the rest of my family in the Catholic church. With the 

help of the RCIA team, I made it through and was confirmed on Easter 

Vigil this past April. I'm still praying to God to show me my calling, but for 

now it seems to be in service to the St Vincent DePaul food pantry and to 

the Knights of Columbus. 

 

I feel like the Apostle Thomas who had to see to believe, and yet God took 

mercy on me and showed me.  I am thankful to Him for being so patient 

with me for so long, and for showing me His love in such an unmistakable 

and convincing fashion. 

 

For more information on RCIA, whether as an inquirer or to become a 

sponsor, contact Nick Morey at nickmorey@yahoo.com  
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By Paul Narduzzo�

Director of Catholic Charities, CR Office�

Today, Michael happily fills his free time preparing 

meals, helping with homework, spending time with his 

children, and helping them thrive. But it hasn’t always 

been this way.�

After a rough start into adulthood, including becoming a 

father at age 15, Michael fell in love and married.��He 

made a career in metal works, which provided for his 

family of seven.��Everything was going well until he 

realized his wife suffered from a severe addiction.��He 

supported her recovery but soon realized he needed to 

protect the welfare of his children, so he moved with 

them to a healthier environment.�

Moving also meant leaving his job, the town they 

called home, and the life they knew. That was seven 

years ago.  The family moved to Castle Rock where Mi-

chael found a good community and a church but strug-

gled finding a job that paid enough to support his fami-

ly.��Michael finally reached out to Catholic Charities 

when he was no longer able to overcome all the chal-

lenges on his own.�

The Castle Rock Office team listened and provided food 

and other necessities to make ends meet. After Michael 

found a place to live, Catholic Charities partnered to 

provide rent assistance and furnishings as the family 

settled into their new home.��When Michael’s car broke 

down, he was given a reliable vehicle through our vehi-

cle donation program, which allows him to continue 

working at a job he loves and one that supports his fami-

ly.�

Michael said, “It’s my children that keep me going; 

they are my motivation to move forward and suc-

ceed…Catholic Charities has been a truly amazing 

blessing to me and my family.”�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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Thanks to you, Michael is driving toward stability�

�

As the servant James wrote in his Epistle, “Consider it 

all joy, my brothers, when you encounter various trials, 

for you know that the testing of your faith produces per-

severance. And let perseverance be perfect, so that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” (1:2�

4)  Financial Gifts from parishioners and others helps 

families like Michael’s persevere and move forward to-

gether. �

Funeral Luncheon Ministry 

One of the ministries that our parish provides to those in 

�me of need, but no one really likes to think about, is the 

Funeral Ministry. We know that our loved ones are with 

God; it is an essen�al item of our faith. Yet we grieve be-

cause we are le# behind, and we miss our loved ones.�

It is so very important to be able to provide a caring atmos-

phere and comfort to families in this �me of grief. Recently a 

family shared their thoughts with us a#er the Funeral Mass 

and lunch recep�on for their 

loved, departed family mem-

ber. The widow had not been to 

Mass for some �me, but a#er 

the warmth, care and love she 

felt, not only at the Mass, but 

at the luncheon that was pro-

vided by our Funeral Luncheon 

Commi)ee, she decided that 

she would like to return to the 

church and start a)ending 

Mass again.�

Hallelujah!�

Early Morning Prayers  

By Vicki Arndt�

I recently had an opportunity to pray and spend time with our 

Lord Jesus Christ before starting my work day at the parish 

office. It was 7:15 AM and with Fr. Homero’s permission I had 

been allowed to pray in the Sanctuary, at this time, for sever-

al months…..That morning God had a different plan for me 

and my prayer partner.�

We saw a woman entering the Sanctuary. We did not recog-

nize her as one of the daily Mass attendants. She came to 

pray and sat down a couple of pews behind me. Before long, 

the woman began crying uncontrollably. A few minutes later, 

my friend and I exchanged glances and felt the call to ap-

proach her.�

The first thing she told us was that she needed to be with 

God and that she was here because, “the other church down 

the hill was closed” she said (it was not a Catholic Church). 

She further explained that she needed time with God, and 

she found it here. Our parish was open just when she needed 

it. She was going through various hardships that were weigh-

ing her down and she felt hopeless. She thought, somehow 

God was being unfair to her.�

During the conversation, she told me that she had been 

raised Catholic and had not been to Mass or Church for a 

long time. My friend and I talked and prayed with her. We 

suggested that she talk to Fr. Homero about her situation and 

her ideas she had about God. We also invited her to stay for 

Holy Mass. Thank God, she did it.�



By Maggie Cingoranelli 

Parish Business Manager 

Stewardship is one of the most important concepts we can 

define. According to Merriam Webster, stewardship is “the 

conducting, supervising, or managing of something; es-

pecially the careful and responsible management of 

something entrusted to one's care.”�

The church is entrusted to our care.�

There are three main types of stewardship. A person can 

take action, donate money, and practice good stewardship 

on a daily basis. There are lots of active, short�term options 

for taking action, like helping clean the church or grounds, 

volunteering for ministries, etc. The list is endless of how we 

can practice stewardship.�

Through our ministries, stewardship touches the lives of, not 

only our parishioners, but others in the community. We re-

ceive thanks from many that our ministries have touched and 

helped in their times of need.�

Through the generous support and visions of many here at 

St. Francis, this beautiful church was built for us, our commu-

nity and the many visitors that are drawn here from all over 

the country.�

Because of your support, we were able to persevere through 

COVID, and are now having regular Mass, so we can receive 

the Holy Eucharist. Religious Education classes are also 

back in full swing for children and adults, to help us on our 

journey to God.�

Your donations in support of our Debt Reduction, are greatly 

needed.  At present time, we are not receiving enough in do-

nations to make our monthly payments. We have a balloon 

payment of 1.6 million dollars due in September of 2028.  �

We need your ongoing contributions to save the funds neces-

sary for this payment.  Seven years will pass before we know 

it.  We will need to have a fundraiser in the near future; but 

for now, we need your financial help to make our monthly 

payments.  If you find you can give towards the building debt 

reduction, please indicate on your donation that you are des-

ignating it for Debt Reduction.  This will assure that the dona-

tions go where you want them to go.�

If you have questions or would like more information on how 

you can increase your stewardship to the church, through 

ministries or financial assistance, please call the office.�

May God continue to Bless us with his Graces.�

God has been so good over the past year. 

Even with a global pandemic, the Holy Spirit 

poured out his blessings. Just in �me for 

Lent and Easter, the St John Henry Newman 

Chapel and Catholic Student Center 

opened, thanks to the generosity and sup-

port of parishioners throughout the dio-

cese, including here at St Francis. Located 

adjacent to the UCCS college campus, the 

Newman Center serves the needs of young 

Catholics in the Colorado Springs area. Your 

commitment to these young people, espe-

cially in such a �me as this, has never been 

more cri�cal, or more appreciated. Your 

though(ul guidance and support means the 

Gospel is shining brighter amid the present 

darkness.�

Fr Kyle Ingels and a team of 

young FOCUS (Fellowship 

of Catholic University Stu-

dents) missionaries strive 

to meet the needs of the 

college students, and their 

impact is felt by many.  

“FOCUS has had a huge impact on my life 

emo�onally and spiritually over these last 

three years of college! Being a student ath-

lete, I have always had a busy schedule, and 

FOCUS has helped me learn how to balance 

my prayer life with everything else I have 

going on. The Newman Center opening has 

created a space for everyone to grow in 

fellowship while deepening their faith life. I 

couldn’t be more grateful!” said Hannah.  �

Fr Kyle adds “It has been a blessing to serve 

the college�age popula�on of our Diocese in 

the newly opened St. John Henry Newman 

Chapel and Catholic Student Center. Sunday 

Masses began this past Lent, and we have 

seen a definite increase 

in a7endance and inter-

est. It was a blessing to 

have already celebrated 

our first bap�sm and 

wedding in the Chapel 

as well. Thank you for 

your con�nued support 

and prayers!”�

At the ceremony last February when the 

new Chapel was Blessed by Bishop Michael 

Sheridan , a student was overheard saying 

“Wow, we do not deserve this” while walk-

ing into the new center and chapel. One of 

our donors who overheard this quickly   

responded, “Oh yes, you absolutely do!”�

St John Henry Newman Chapel and Catholic Student Center Opens 

Annual Projecons�



Saint Francis of Assisi, the Patron Saint of our parish 

was born in 1181 and died on the evening of October 

3, 1226. Today he remains one of the most popular 

Saints for Catholics and non�Catholics alike.  Here at 

Saint Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church, we feel 

we have a special connec(on with Saint Francis, as is 

reflected in our parish mission statement:�

�

�

�

�

Back in 2018, under guidance of the Holy Spirit, a few 

of us star(ng looking at the life of Saint Francis in more 

detail and how we could follow Christ in the footsteps 

of St. Francis of Assisi.  �

Our research and experience revealed that Saint Fran-

cis himself, established a way for laity to follow Christ. 

Today, this is called the “Secular Franciscan Or-

der” (OFS).  This is a true Religious Order, not a club of 

social gathering.  In the past, it was also known as the 

“Third Order”.   A rule was established and approved 

by the Holy See, and reads as follows:  “The rule and 

life of Secular Franciscans is this:  to observe the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of 

Saint Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspira(on 

and center of his life with God and people”. (Chap.2, 

rule 4)�

Recognizing that each of us are sinners, we recognize 

that prayer and conversion is needed on a daily basis, 

and the OFS,  gives us guidance and direc(on how we 

might carry this out.  This guidance and direc(on is 

found in “The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order’.  

Three aspects of lifestyle we try to follow are, simple 

living, sense of fraternity and selfless service, while 

pursuing four areas of apostolic commitment, peace 

and jus(ce, work, family and ecology.  �

Here at Saint Francis, we are a newly forming group 

(fraternity) on a journey of conversion.  We are under-

going formal forma(on, to be<er understand the rule 

and be drawn closer to Jesus on an ongoing basis.  We 

meet here at church on a regular basis.  To learn more, 

please contact Deacon Tom Lio<a, 720�810�7140 or  

DeaconTomLio<a@Comcast.net.�

“We, St Francis of Assisi Parish, walk humbly in the footsteps of 

our Lord Jesus Christ and of our patron, Saint Francis of Assisi. 

We strive to deepen our faith, and strengthened by the Sacra-

ments, to live God’s Word in our daily lives. Responding to our 

calling to evangelize, we put our faith into action through our 

service to others in our parish and in our community. We will 

preach the Gospel at all times, and, when necessary, use words.” 

New Secular Franciscans Follow Path of St Francis�

Pictured is the group of aspirants who were on retreat last month�

Several priests �

will be available to hear �

confessions.�

“After having attained the age of discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to confess �

 serious sins at least once a year.” � � CCC1457�

�

Advent Reconciliation Schedule�

To help you make plans for Penance during the Advent Season:�

�

Ave Maria, Parker on Wednesday, Dec 1 at 6:00pm�

Our Lady of the Visitation, Kiowa on Thursday, Dec 9 at 6:30pm�

St Marks, Highlands Ranch on Thursday, Dec 16 at 6:30pm�

�

�

And here at St Francis, during Advent and all year long, our priests are available�

Mon � Sat @ 8:30 am; Tue, Thur & Fri @ 5:30 pm; Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 1 pm (Spanish)�



Carta anónima recibida en la oficina parroquial.�

Gracias a Dios.�

Hola, buenas tardes. Quiero compar�r esta bendición que Dios nos 

ha dado.�

El día en que se me no�ficó que íbamos a recibir una ayuda, yo me 

dirigí al Señor Dios, y le dije que si Él quería que la recibiéramos, 

que la compar�ría con Él, en su Iglesia, y así lo estoy haciéndo.�

Somos una familia numerosa, no somos ricos, ni millonarios, pero 

si somos agradecidos de la Providencia de Dios que nunca nos fa-

lla.�

La ayuda es una vez por mes, y así lo hare con ustedes, el mes que 

no reciba, disculpen por no darles, pero como les mencioné, no 

somos de riqueza monetaria, vivimos con lo que Dios nos da día a 

día.�

Muchas gracias.�

Bendiciones.�

Translated from anonymous le�er received in Spanish.�

Thanks be to God.�

Hello, good aCernoon. I want to share this blessing that God has 

given us.�

When I received no�ce that we were going to receive this help, I 

went to our Lord and told Him that if He wanted us to receive it, I 

will share it with Him, in His church, and that is what I am doing 

right now.�

We are a big family, and are not rich or millionaires, but we are 

grateful to God’s providence that never fails us.�

The help is once a month, and that is how I will do it with you. The 

month that I don’t receive, please forgive that I will not be able to 

give you money. As I men�oned, we are nor rich and we live day 

by day from God’s providence.�

Thank you very much.�

Blessings.�

Seminarian Ma
 Kane�

Prepares for Ordina�on�

With the Grace of God, Ma7hew 

Kane, a long��me parishioner, will 

be ordained in December to the 

Transi�onal Deaconate . �

“I grew up in Castle Pines, CO a7ending St. Francis of 

Assisi Church in Castle Rock. �I come from a family of 

eight. �I received the calling to be a priest aCer 

a7ending World Youth Day in 2011. �I have been in 

the seminary for eight years almost, and it has been 

the best years of my life.” �

All are invited to the Mass of Ordina�on at St Mary 

Cathedral in Colorado Springs on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 22, 2021 at 12:10 pm.�

The next morning, the newly ordained Deacon Ma7 

will serve at the 9 am Mass here at St Francis and 

preach his first Homily. �

Please con�nue to pray as Ma7 completes his Pasto-

ral Year teaching at St Paul Catholic School in the 

Springs. His Ordina�on to the Priesthood is scheduled 

for Saturday, June 12, 2022. �

�

Thank you for praying for life! We know of 36 babies who have been 

saved over the last 13 years during�40 Days for Life efforts, but we 

have never met any of the�babies aCer they were born. Un�l today...�

Meet Chosen!�

Chosen was born on October 15th. �

Last spring, Chosen's mother went to 

Planned Parenthood very determined to 

have an abor�on. She had 3 children 

already and they were not doing�well 

financially. While in the exam room, she felt 

God telling her to save her baby. She 

decided right then to not have the 

abor�on, but was pressured by employees 

to take the first abor�on pill and she did. As 

soon as she took the pill, she knew she had 

done something wrong and once she got home, looked for a way to 

fix it. She came across the Abor�on Pill Reversal hotline and called. 

Since she acted quickly, they were able to get the effects of the pill 

reversed and Baby Chosen was saved!�

I believe in the power of intercessory prayer. I believe it was 

intercessory prayer from all of those praying at the sidewalk and from 

home that God used to work through and save her baby. Thank you 

dear Lord, for saving her baby, and thank you for your prayers!�

Submi�ed by Michelle Mason, Diocesan Respect Life Commi�ee�
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Christmas Eve Vigil Masses�

4 pm  at  DC  Event Center�

4 pm,  7 pm  &  9 pm (Bilingual)  

� at  St Francis�

�

Christmas Day Masses�

8 am,  10 am,  &  12 pm (Spanish)�

Lessons & Carols 

Friday, December 17 

7 pm 

“Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the 

people: For, this day, is born to you a  

Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the 

city of David.”  

Please remember, for your safety there is NO parking on Fi�h Street�


