We GATHER

Preparing for
celebrating Christmas
Mass with COVID-19
safety in mind, we will:


Require masks for anyone over 5
years of age



Encourage families to arrive
together so they can be seated in
one pew, allowing the ushers to
seat more families with social
distancing



Provide overflow in our Parish
Center until maximum capacity is
reached



Ask that you please respect our
ushers’ guidance for seating



Encourage anyone with
compromised health concerns to
join us online at our website,
www.stthomasbillings.org,
through our livestream of the
Christmas Masses.

Happy Advent,
Merry Christmas
And a blessed
New Year to you!
Pastor:
Rev. Steve Zabrocki
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays - 3:30 pm or by appt
Weekend Mass Schedule:
Saturday - 5:00 pm
Sunday - 8:30 am, 10:30 am
Daily Mass Schedule:
Tuesday - Friday - 9:00 am

Church:
2055 Woody Dr.
Billings, MT 59102
Office: 406-656-5800
Rectory: 406-656-5578
Online:

www.stthomasbillings.org
Facebook.com/SaintThomasBillings
church@stthomasbillings.org

December 13, 2020: Third Sunday of Advent

You are welcome to contact our staff.
Office Hours:
Mon -Thurs: 8:00 am - noon; 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Collection 11/29 + 12/6

Year-to-date Collection (start: July 1, 2020)
YTD Total Collection ................. $495,937

Thank you for supporting
your parish in these
unprecedented times!
Third
Sunday
of Advent:
We light
the candle
of
The special diocesan collection for December
is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. (This
is not for our diocesan priests, who are not of
a specific religious order.)
Please be generous. Envelopes can be found
in the gathering area of the church and at the
entry door of the Parish Center.
Your
prayers
are
requested for the repose
of
the
souls
of
parishioners Ruben Day
and
Cecelia
Messer.
Please pray for Ruben and Cecelia,
their families and friends, and all
those who grieve their passing.
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We LOVE

Total Collection ......................... $36,452+

Pastor: Rev. Steve Zabrocki
Deacon: Deacon Nate Haney
Retired Deacon: Deacon Tim Birkle
Liturgy Asst: Jina Arroyo
Administrative Asst: Theresa Ball
Custodian: Brian Etchart
RCIA/Adult Education: Mary Gillespie
Youth Ministry: Tiffany Glennon
Religious Ed: Joyce Hollowell
Outreach: Kathy Lombardozzi
Finance Mgr: Paul Miron
Liturgical Music: Carolyn Peters

CHARITY FUNDRAISING RAFFLE
Support the ministries & mission
of the Diocese of Great FallsBillings by entering to win prizes
purchased
through
an
anonymous donor. (Winners
responsible for taxes.) Tickets are $20 each. Get
your tickets in by Thursday, January 7th for the
next Early Bird cash prize of $500 drawn
January 15th. Main grand prize drawing is May
15, 2021. See flyers at the bulletin boards to see
Grand, Second and Third prizes!
Tickets can be purchased at the parish office.
Only 60,000 available! Call 406-727-6683 for
more information.
THANK YOU for all the donations of food and
gifts! Please remember to bring the hams by
9:00 am on delivery day, December 20th.

Needing prayers
Brother Bede Baldry, Vern Boyer,
Deacon Bill Daem, Carol Gritten,
Ron Jones, Donna Kimmery, Ed
Parks, Joe Robinson, Judy Smith, and Helen
Strekall.

We BELIEVE

G&T
PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
406-256-6016
Commercial & Residential
Dan Glennon, Sam Thelen

Next Week’s Readings - December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 (11B)
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Mass Intentions
Tuesday, 12/15, 9:00 am
Wednesday, 12/16, 9:00 am
Thursday, 12/17, 9:00 am
Friday, 12/18, 10:00 am
Saturday, 12/19, 5:00 pm
Sunday, 12/20, 8:30 am
Sunday, 12/20, 10:30 am

 Kathy Conover Sexton by Harold & Kay Gold
 Helen Gilligan by Jim & Sue Beckers
 Victoria & Ambrose Longie by Arnestte Anderson
FUNERAL MASS FOR RUBEN DAY
 Harry & Evelyn Funk by the Funk/McIver Families
 Herb & Marge Beckers by Jim & Sue Beckers
Intentions of the St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Families

Bishop Warfel has continued the dispensation of the obligation for people of our diocese to attend
Sunday Masses and Holy Days until further notice. If your health is compromised or if you are a part of
the vulnerable population, we continue to have the weekend recorded Mass on our parish website.

Liturgical Ministers
Sat 5:00 pm
Asst Collect
Collection
Plate 1
Plate 3
Greeter SG
GA
CC
Proclaimer 1
Proclaimer 2
Sacristan

Deacon Nate
N/A
K/V Petermann
N/A
K Hooley
K Lombardozzi
Juli Pierce
NEEDED

Dec. 19-20
Sun 8:30 am
L Clawson
E Goetz
NEEDED
N/A
O Burmeister
N/A
A McFarlin
E Helgeson
B Tieszen
A McFarlin

Sun 10:30 am

S King
N/A
J Jordan
N/A
C Kaiser
J Kaiser
F Dugas
NEEDED

Sacristy Linens December: Servant Marcia Regele
Sac/Holy Water December 18: Jane Ryan
12/19-20
Ushers Lead
Choir
Altar
Ambo

Sat 5:00 pm
S Bracy
N/A
NEEDED
NEEDED

Sun 8:30am
E O’Neill
N/A
K Fleury
S Fleury

Sun 10:30am

J Mellor
N/A
T Scott
P Miron

AN ACT OF
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that
You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You
into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come
at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were
already there and unite myself
wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated
from You.
Amen.
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Religious
Education
The “Keep Christ in Christmas” posters are due
by Wednesday, December 16th. Please turn-in
your children’s posters to the front office. Thank
you. There will be a participation award for
every child who turns in their poster, as well as
prizes awarded to Pre/K, 1st/2nd, 3rd-5th, 6th–8th
and 9th-12th grade age groups. This is a fun way
to teach your children about preparing our
hearts for Jesus during the Advent Season!

Advent is a time of
“active waiting”.
 A time to prepare
our hearts and
minds
for
the
coming
Christ.
Take time each day
to read from your Advent devotional. Read
books to your children that will also help
them prepare for the Christ Child.
 A time to prepare our homes for the many
faces of Christ who will walk through our
doors - friends, family, delivery men. Are we
ready to greet them with the love of Christ?
 A time to pray. Light your Advent wreath
candles and pray the Advent prayer at dinner
each evening. Make bedtime prayers a time
to reflect on the day’s blessings.
 A time of family traditions.
Enjoy the
preparations that make your Christmas
special. You may have special family recipes
that you use only at Christmas or you may
invite families and friends in for a day of
decorating cookies. Whatever it is that
makes this time of preparation special …
slow down to enjoy it!
 A time to celebrate. Remember that Sunday
Mass is not just another appointment to
check off your to-do list. Rather, the spirit of
the Advent liturgy is to remind us to watch
and to listen, to sing and rejoice, to prepare
for the birth of our Savior.

Joyce
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Youth Ministry
Gospel Reflections:
 Where has
Christ transformed
your life already?
 Have you
witness Christ’s
transformative
love in others?
Youth Group meets Wednesday, 12/16, 7 - 8 pm
in the church Community Center! Come join us
for fellowship, laughs and games.

Tiffany

We LEAD
OUTREACH Ministry Opportunities
 “Calls of Caring” Can you make
calls to check-in with our
parishioners we are not seeing at
church or who we know are homebound?
 “Welcoming Committee” Can you
call new families to welcome them
to the parish?
If either interests you, please contact
Kathy at kathy@stthomasbillings.org
or 656-5800, ext 305.

Let’s meet one of our 8:30 am ushers: Erin O’Neil!

Will you tell us a bit about yourself?
I grew up in Billings until my parents divorced. I went to live in
Whitefish with my mother for a year, then chose to move back to
live with my father at a working cattle ranch outside of Shepherd. I
have one older and one younger sister. I attended “Fratt”, Holy
Rosary and Lockwood throughout my middle school and junior high
years. I graduated from Billings Central in 1992. I was active in
choir, football, basketball, track, drama and rotary club while in
high school. I attended Dickinson State University on a football
Erin O’Neill
scholarship. In my last year there, I was co-captain of a team that
went undefeated 10-0 & was inducted into the Dickson State
University Hall of Fame. I transferred to MSU-Bozeman to finish my degree in Business Administration. I
am currently a Business Advisor for Bruco, Inc here in Billings. I am an active member of the Don Ryan
Knights of Columbus Council #13050 here at St. Thomas.
Our family joined the parish about 8 years ago. I met my beautiful wife, Solange, on 7/4/94 in Whitefish.
She grew up in NY City and Los Angeles, but was vacationing with a friend. We had a “pen pal” relationship
until we both eventually lived in the same area: Colorado in the year 2000. We married at St. Francis
Catholic Church in Arvada, CO in 2004. We have 3 wonderful children: Aidan (15), Ronan (12) and Liam (8).
Please tell us which Mass you usher at, how long you’ve been ushering, and what brought you to this
ministry initially. Why do you choose to continue serving?
I have ushered for several years at the 8:30 am Mass and enjoy helping in any way I can. Prior to COVID, my
youngest son liked to help me pass out the baskets prior to the offering of the gifts. Our family also likes to
make breakfast sandwiches for those in need at St. Vincent de Paul downtown. We have helped as a family
at family functions at the church. We do miss the pancake breakfasts the Knights of Columbus does for the
parish. My boys love to help during those breakfast services.
Over the past several years, I have been studying and researching Church history, eschatology and
prophesy. You can often find me blogging in defense of Church teaching and promoting the One true Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church to other non-Christians and Christians alike. Growing up in Montana, a
Catholic rarely has to defend one’s faith, but I realized once I moved outside of Montana that there is still a
lot of anti-Catholic sentiment in the world today.
Two specific things brought me closer to the Lord and ministry in the church. One thing was the absolute
persecution and martyrdom of the Assyrian Christians in the Middle East. My wife and children are Assyrian
and Assyrian Christians are among the oldest Christians on earth, and their language is older than Aramaic,
which is often the language Jesus spoke during his ministry on earth. The second thing was my membership
with the local Knights of Columbus council. Evil prevails when good men/women stay silent in the face of
abuse. Charity is the first principle with the KCs and it has prompted me to give back and volunteer more to
help those less fortunate than myself.
As the threat of the pandemic continues into the fall, what message or story of hope do you have to share
with your parish family?
“There is no fear in perfect love” is my message to all. We all die the first death - it is an inevitability - yet
not all die the second and eternal death. We should focus our energy on living well, for that is not an
inevitability. Don’t let the “world” take your joy away through deceptive ways and fear. Stand strong in the
Lord and the Lord WILL provide. May God bless all those whose life is lived as a witness to the mercy and
passion of our Lord.
“For the sake of his sorrowful passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” Amen.
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Community Needs
In the midst of these times, a lot of voices are calling for our attention. Let us listen to the voice of St. John
the Baptist and help others experience the love of the Lord this time of year. Your gift to St. Vincent de
Paul will help others know the love of the Lord during these difficult times, and keep the programs we
have sustainable. Thank you for your prayers and continued support.

Around the region—
The Fiesta Committee of Mary Queen of Peach Church has created a wonderful keepsake calendar that
will take you all the way into 2022. See your family, friends, neighbors and yourself in yesteryear Fiestas
and current Fiestas. They are please to report that everyone has aged younger! The cost is just $10; get
yours now while supplies last. It’s fun; it’s funny; it’s fabulous! Call MQP 259-7611 to get yours.
The Retrouvaille Community of Montana has been invited to join with California’s Northern Community in
offering this online weekend. A virtual, online Retrouvaille marriage help program begins Thursday and
Friday evening, and a full day on Saturday and Sunday, January 14-17, 2021. The weekend will be followed
by a series of virtual Post-Weekend Sessions. There is a $500 registration fee per couple, but no one is
turned away due to inability to pay. Contact them at 406-761-4830 or www.helpourmarriage.org.
Carroll College is offering a $1,000 Parish Scholarship to a student active in the parish in memory of the
deceased priests of the diocese. This $1,000
scholarship is applicable toward full-time tuition
at Carroll College for the upcoming academic
year. Only one newly accepted student per
parish may receive the scholarship. Application
deadline to be considered as our parish
applicant is March 1st t to the church office. A
completed application will include the application
form with a completed essay and 2 letters of
recommendation (one personal and one
scholastic). The student must be full-time (taking
12 semester hours) to maintain this scholarship.
Applications are in the church front office or you
can get one from Tiffany Glennon, our youth
minister.

O St. Bakhita,
assist all those who are trapped in a state of slavery;
Intercede with God on their behalf so that they will be released from their chains of captivity.
Those whom man enslaves, let God set free.
USCCB
Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita
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Michael & Jacque Ayers

MENTION THIS AD FOR ONE FREE GAME

Owners & Parishioners

(406) 256-8085
1916 4th Avenue North
Billings, MT 59101

6126 Hwy 312 Billings (406) 373-5100

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

252-3417

www.michelottisawyers.com

406 245 7219

Billings Alarm is protecting
Father Steve’s home.
Let us protect yours!

Proud Supporter of St. Thomas

10% discount on new services

Jay M. Zygmond

Veronica A. Procter
Trial Lawyer
2718 Montana Avenue,
Suite 200
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 294-8915

SCL Health
ST. VINCENT

315 S. 24th Street West
Billings, MT 59102

406-237-7000 • svh.org

Ron

Sanchez

(406) 969-1025

Agent
656-6404

2500 Grand Ave., Ste. N
Billings, MT

www.sistaffing.com

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

Connecting talent with opportunity.
We help businesses staff on a temporary
to permanent basis which in turn helps
people find jobs.

Commercial &
Residential
Wiring

248-9394

www.bobsmithmotors.com
925 So. 27th St. • 304 34th St. W.
Ph. 245-6427

Sales: 406-656-0000

www.montanaagplastics.com
656-4900

•

conlins.com

Custom Polycarbonate
Egress Window Coverings
Custom Plastic Fabrication
Manufacturing & Repair

Contact
Vince & Kathy Thomas
406-690-4530

		

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Billings, MT

B 4C 05-0452

Theresa Ball
Independent Beauty
Consultant

American Institute of Real Estate Professionals

Full Store in Home
2502 Burlington Ave.

TOP 10 IN MT FOR
CLIENT SATISFACTION

406-690-3006
mtball1984@gmail.com

5 years 2015-2019

www.marykay.com/tball

Sheila
Larsen
406-672-1130

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

301 S 24th St West, Billings, MT

Sheila@Floberg.com

Donation of $250 to the church for every house
bought/sold with mention of this ad!

406-839-9111

$0 Dental Cleanings!
For Insured Patients. Call for Details.

All
Insurance
Welcome &
Maximized!

Downtown Billings
315 North 25th Street
Suite 101 • Billings

Shiloh Crossing
1002 Shiloh Crossing Blvd.
• Billings •

406-248-6177 • TurleyDentalCare.com • Easy Online Booking!

Appointments 7am—7pm & on Saturdays!

Commercial • Residential
Doors • Gutters • Replacement Windows
Siding • Insurance Claims
MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE $250 OFF
A FULL ROOF REPLACEMENT

Serving Billings, Laurel & Red Lodge

• 406-534-1222

LAUREL HEARING AID
109 West Main St, Laurel, MT • 628-4498
Koreen Harrington BC-HIS | Eddie Kraft BC- HIS

1601 Mullowney Lane

When planning your estates or
making funeral preparations
Please call us at: 406-839-8387

St Thomas Parishioners
www.laurelhearingaid.com

Family Owned and Operated for Decades

CATIE HANSER GRAGERT

REALTOR®

Floberg Real Estate

Custom Fit To You
We customize financial recommendations just for your
specific goals and your risk tolerance.
We provide simple, focused, cost efficient solutions
that fit your financial and retirement goals.

1550 Poly Drive • Billings, MT 59102

Mobile: (406) 697-4321

Email: catie.gragert@floberg.com

Tarra Grazley-Pfister CFP®

Web: www.CatieGragert.com

Let me help you
find your new home.
Donation of $250 to the church with every house
bought/sold with the mention of this ad.

25+ years of helping clients

Call today @
406-256 -6112

tarra@ttgfinancial.com • www.ttgfinancial.com

BCBS, EBMS, Delta Premier and

3012 4th Ave N Billings, MT 59101

PPO, Cigna, GEHA, AETNA,
PacificSource (Advantage Dental),

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Investment Advisors offered through TTG Financial Services, Inc. and Raymond James
Financial. TTG Financial Service Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer and is
independent of Raymond James Financial

HumanaDental, MetLife providers.

Are you looking for local dedicated
CPA and CFP professionals you can
depend on for accurate, insightful
financial information to manage your
bookkeeping?
Call us for your tax services, tax
preparation and filing for individuals and
businesses at reasonable prices.

Call @ 406-245-5487
www.clavesvita.com
3012 4th Ave N Billings, MT 59101
tarra@clavesvita.com

New Construction
Remodel
Maintenance
Repair

Dan Glennon
Sam Thelen

Commercial &
Residential

2121

peterson
quality
office

1st Ave South

Billings, MT

(406) 245-5151

Providing a Better Way to Work

		

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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