Connect - Grow - Give
FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES
Chapter 8
Thresholds of Conversion:
Seeking and Intentional Discipleship
The purpose of RCIA is to help people become conscious,
intentional followers of Jesus. There needs to be a total
openness to seeking how Jesus is the center of all we do as
Catholics. With a greater focus on Christ and the call to
conversion, the catechumens and candidates can
noticeably become hungry for solid catechesis.
We need to do what Peter did on the day of Pentecost,
when 3,000 people were present: to speak about Jesus who
we have crucified and whom God has raised and to bring
that person to the point that he or she, cut to the heart,
asks, “Brethren, what shall we do?” We will respond as
Peter did, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you.” if
you have not been baptized, or if you have already been
baptized, go to confession.
Those who respond to the proclamation will join
themselves-today as in that day-to the community of
believers. They will listen to the teaching of the apostles
and will partake in the breaking of the bread. Depending
on each person’s calling and response, little by little they
will be able to make the immense heritage arising from the
kerygma their own. Jesus is not accepted on the word of
the Church, but the Church is accepted on the word of
Jesus.
Our primary task when someone has reached the
threshold of seeking is to help him or her focus on the
person of Jesus and the central challenges of the kerygma,
leaving other doctrinal issues for later.
It is ultimately the Church who is proposing Jesus Christ,
her Lord and the living heart of all that she believes and
holds dear, to seekers. If we did this consistently, we
would not have millions of Catholics in Protestant
congregations telling people that they left because they
hadn’t encountered Christ in a living way as a Catholic.
“Me and Jesus” would cease to be an issue if Catholics
routinely encountered Jesus Christ in a life-changing way
in the context of their own parishes.
Heading Into “The Zone” We have found it useful to think
of the two thresholds of seeking and intentional
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discipleship as a whole, as well as considering them as two
separate stages. What both thresholds have in common is
that they are active rather than essentially passive like the
earlier thresholds of trust, curiosity, and openness. That’s
why we sometimes talk of seeking and intentional
discipleship together as “The Zone.” The Zone is the place
of active wrestling with and serious contemplation of the
following of Christ. When an individual crosses the line
into active seeking, things really start to change. When
large numbers of parishioners are actively seeking or are
disciples, the spiritual atmosphere in the parish heats up
dramatically.
Seeking: “Dating With A Purpose To enter into the
threshold of seeking requires a certainty that a personal
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relationship with God is possible, because that is, after all,
what one is exploring. Seeking is like “dating with a
purpose” but not yet marriage. People in the grip of
spiritual seeking are no longer speculating about
interesting questions with no stake in the outcome. On the
contrary, they are now wrestling with a life decision that
really matters.
Seekers Seek Jesus The seeker seeks Jesus Christ and not
just God in a general sense or as the “divine” or
“impersonal force,” or a “Higher Power.” Seeking is
centered on the possibility of committing oneself to follow
Jesus of Nazareth as his disciple. At the same time,
seeking is not yet intentional discipleship. You are only
seriously thinking about dropping your nets and
following Jesus into the unknown.
Seekers realize that following Christ has personal
implications: it will make real demands on their priorities,
time, money, relationships, and all other areas of life. By
the time a spiritual traveler has crossed into seeking, he or
she feels comfortable spending a lot of time with
Christians. It is as a seeker that many begin to pray
seriously, become aware of personal sin, and feel the need
for personal repentance.
As we move through the thresholds, our knowledge of
Jesus and our openness to him should be steadily
increasing. Catholics on the way to discipleship can and
should be exposed to parts of the Great Story of Jesus (the
kerygma) from the threshold of curiosity on. They will
need to understand the whole by the time they make a
decision whether or not to “drop their nets.”
Moving From Openness to Seeking We can often help
those on the frontier of seeking by inviting them to
experiment with the corporal and spiritual works of
mercy. The threshold of seeking is also an excellent time to
help them explore the vast diversity of prayer with the
Catholic tradition. Introduce them to other disciples so
that they can experience the beginnings of Christian
community. It can be very powerful for seekers to hear the
journeys of new disciples. Seekers need to see what life is
like for an authentic disciple of Jesus whose struggles are
real-and whose victories are therefore believable. Offer to
pray with your seeking friends. Share how the sacraments,
the Mass, and the life of the Church have nourished your
relationship with Jesus.
Sin Matters We need to help seekers confront the issues of
relativism, person sin, and “Lordship” –all three of which
are rooted in some of the most profound difficulties
postmoderns have with the Catholic tradition, since all of
them evoke a fear of the loss of personal autonomy. We
can help our friend see that the Catholic tradition honors
freedom but teaches that freedom is ordered toward virtue
and that its misuse will guarantee the loss of freedom.
Intentional Discipleship Once our friend has passed
through the threshold of prediscipleship, she will come to

the point where a final decision whether or not to follow
Jesus is required of her. You cannot seek forever. The
point is that a human being reaches the moment wherewith complete freedom-she chooses to sell all she has to
purchase the Pearl of Great Price and become a follower of
Christ. This is as far from a passive act as a person can get.
It requires a searching and deliberate act of the will. That
is why the prior journey through the thresholds is so vital.
Everything has prepared us for and led us to this moment
of decision.
Dropping your nets and taking the first steps into the
world of intentional discipleship is, then, a supremely
active choice. Catholic friends, family, and the parish
community play a critical role in helping individuals,
whether already baptized, or not, make this life changing
decision. Of course, it is possible that those on the brink of
intentional discipleship may say no. That is not the end of
the world. If someone says no, the first and most obvious
thing to do is ask, “Why not?” In other words, find out
what the blocks are. Then try to address those blocks or
help your friend set them aside for now. Spiritual warfare
often becomes very intense on the verge of discipleship.
Tremendous obstacles can suddenly appear. Because of
this, sustained intercessory prayer for those making their
decisions is crucial.
Becoming a Disciple From A Christian Background
Obviously, merely being baptized in a Christian
community of any type does not necessarily result in a
commitment to discipleship. The liturgical life of the
Church is ideally suited to making the decision to “drop
the net” and follow Jesus, for both individuals and the
larger Catholic community. Nothing fosters a widespread
culture of discipleship like seeking new disciples from all
backgrounds emerge in the parish.
When A Leader Isn’t Yet A Disciple One practical issue
that has come up often of late is that of how to help
existing leaders-sometimes highly visible diocesan and
parish staff-negotiate their own personal journeys to
discipleship. As leaders, we need to think through, in
advance, how to help all in our parish who are not yet
disciples to negotiate that journey. The issue at stake are
extraordinarily high for individuals, for the Christian
community, for the Church, and for the world.
Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and
Following Jesus
Sherry A. Weddell.
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Donation Corner
Bibles & Catechisms: We are looking
for Bibles and Catechisms for RCIA
Program for new Catholics. If you are
interested in assisting in providing
this resource for the parish, please
contact the parish office. Amount
needed $400.
Clothing, Pants: Welcome cafe is in
need of pants especially men’s jeans
sizes 30 and up.
Looking for Someone with a Green
Thumb
The parish office is looking for
someone who has a green thumb to
repot some of the plants in the office.
Please call Corinne at 503-742-8202 if
you can help.
Paid Nursery Coordinator Position Open
We are looking to offer a nursery for
children 9 Months to 3 years old.
Offering a safe, enriching
environment for young children
during the 10:30am Mass. We are
currently searching for coordinator
for this ministry. Please contact the
parish office if you are interested in
this position.
October is Respect Life Month
Event “Giving Crib”
Benefits Hope 360 Pregnancy Resource
Center
110 Warner Milne Road
Oregon City OR 97045
(503) 908-1861
Dates October 1st through the 31st
How does it work?
Works just like the Giving Tree at
Christmas time except you take a tag off
the baby crib instead of a Christmas tree.
What type of items are needed?
The Pregnancy Center has given us a list
of the items they are in need of and these
have been transferred to the tags. Several
tags may have the same item due to the
need.
Sponsored by the
St. John’s Respect Life Ministry
For additional information contact Tom
Call at (503) 349-4351
Freedom of choice is a good thing.
But why should a personal choice like
abortion be funded with our tax dollars?
Measure 106 is a statewide ballot
initiative to stop our tax dollars from
funding elective and late-term abortions.

Stop by the Giving Crib to get your Yard
Sign, Bumper Sticker or Information card
to support Measure 106
https://www.yes106.org/

Corner of Development @ SJA
*School/Parish Buddy Program*
Have extra time on your hands?
Want to help shape young minds?
We are looking for you!!
The School and Parish are teaming up
to start a mentoring program. We are
looking for parishioners who would
like to volunteer some time each
week/every other week etc. to read/
tutor/mentor our SJA students.
We are a PK – 8th grade school and
would love to have you join our team
and share your energy, time and
knowledge with our students.
If interested, have questions or just
want a little more information, please
contact
Mary Haluska @ 503-742-8231
Mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com
*Pizza Bingo 2018*
Mark your calendars for Saturday,
October 20th, 2018
St. John’s Parish Center
6:30pm - 9:30pm
Family! Friends! Fun!
Play Bingo! Eat Pizza!
Wine, Beer, Pop, Water, Popcorn and
Candy all available to purchase

Sacraments and Services
About Baptism Classes: To begin the
process, call the parish office to set up a 20
minute meeting with one of our staff. At
that meeting, you will recieve a baptism
packet that outlines the baptismal process.
Call 503-742-8200.
Marriage: Couples will need to meet with
our Parish Priest a minimum of 6 months
prior to the desired wedding date. To plan
for Marriage Preparation Classes, call Fr.
Maxy D’Costa at 503-742-8200.
Funeral Mass / Service: Please first contact
Rev. Maxy D'Costa at 503-742-8200 to plan a
funeral service at St. John the Apostle for
your loved one at your earliest convenience.
If you would like your loved one buried in
the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please
contact Gary Avery at 503-655-7148 to make
those arrangements.
Assisted Hearing System: We have an
assisted listening system to help facilitate
better hearing for all of our members.
A few parishioners are using it to their
advantage and are able to hear very
distinctly no matter where they sit in the
church. For more information on
purchasing this device, contact Anne
McCoy at the Parish Office.

Stewardship of Resources
Week of Sept 2
$13,071.13
Week of Sept 9
$20,358.72
Week of Sept 16
$ 8,167.70
Week of Sept 23
$10,002.65
YTD Budgeted
$166,933.00
YTD Received
$154,394.53
(No update this week due to early
bulletin publication)

Pope's Prayer Intentions
Evangelization – The Mission of
Religious
That consecrated religious men and
women may bestir themselves, and
be present among the poor, the
marginalized, and those who have no
voice.

FORMED! Connect Now
Online Faith Formation Content. Visit
sja-catholicchurch.formed.org
to register.

Calendar

Sat

Oct 6
5:30pm Peter Tran & Nguyen

Family †
Sun
Oct 7
8:30am All Parishioners
10:30am Eileen Call †
12:30pm Marjorie Jackson †
Mon
Oct 8
8:00am Marlene Toffler †
Tues
Oct 9
8:00am Carol Hardaker†
Wed
Oct 10
8:00am Danny Shuell INT
Thurs Oct 11
8:00am Richard Hornych †
Fri
Oct 12
8:00am Dale Scheehean †
Sat
Oct 13
5:30pm Jesse Schneider †
Sun
Oct 14
8:30am All Parishioners
10:30am Jarrett Anderson †
12:30pm Leslie Cook-Rist †

Parish & School Staff
Pastor:
Fr. Maxy D’Costa | 503-742-8200
pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com
Deacon:
Rev. Mr. José Gutiérrez | 503-803-0329
jg.dynamis@gmail.com:
Deacon:
Rev. Dean Marshall
Pastoral Associate:
Ryan Mainard | 503-742-8228
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com
Parish Office: office@sja-catholicchurch.com
Administrative Assistant
Felix Barba| 503-742-8202
Administrative Support
Corinne Welters
Parish & School Accountant
Anne McCoy |503-742-8203
accounting@sja-eagles.com
Facilities Manager:
Juvenal Jamies | 503-742-8202
Juven6@aol.com
***
Principal:
Mary Haluska
mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com
Secretary:
Leslie McDowell
leslie@sja-eagles.com
Director of Development:
Teresa Yohn
teresa.yohn@sja-eagles.com
School Accountant:
Anne McCoy
accounting@sja-eagles.com
***
Office:
503-742-8232
School Web Page:
www.sja-eagles.com

Sat, Oct 6
9:00am SJA Women’s Group, CH
10:00am SJA Women’s Group Potluck, PC
4:00-5:00pm Confessions
5:30 pm Mass
7:30pm Men’s Holy League CH
Sun, Oct 7 Twenty-seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:30 am Mass
10:30 am Mass
10:30am Spanish Choir Practice
11:45am Confessions (Eng/Span)
12:30 pm Mass (Spanish)
6:15pm Bible Study, PC
Mon, Oct 8
8:00 am Mass
8:45am Adoration
10:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry: PO, Rm 102
Tues, Oct 9
8:00 am Mass
9:00am Church cleaning
3:00pm Mass at Somerset
6:30pm RCIA Mtg: PO, Rm 202
7:00pm Choir Practice for 8:30 am Mass
Wed, Oct 10
8:00 am Mass
11:00am Welcome Committee Mtg: PO, Rm 101
5:30pm Spanish Prayer Mtg, CH
5:45pm Religious Ed (K-6) & Youth Group
(7-12), PC
6:15pm Bible Study: PO, Rm 101
Thurs, Oct 11
8:00 am Mass
8:15am Bible Study, PC
4:00pm St. Vincent de Paul, YR
7:00pm Auction Meeting, PC
7:00pm Choir Practice for 10:30am Mass
7:00pm Pastoral Council Mtg: PO, Rm 201
Fri, Oct 12
8:00 am Mass
9:00am Facilities Committee: PO, Rm 103
6:30pm Cub Scout Den Mtg, PC
7:30pm Alanon: PO, Rm 101
Sat, Oct 13
4:00-5:00pm Confessions
5:30 pm Mass
Sun, Oct 14 Twenty-eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:30 am Mass
7:00am - 1:00pm Parish Breakfast by K of C
10:30 am Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the
Word
10:30am Spanish Choir Practice, YR
11:45am Confessions (Eng/Span)
12:30 pm Mass
2:00pm Apostolate of the Cross: PO, Rm 101
3:00pm New Parishioner Welcome, PC
6:15pm Bible Study, PC

Ministries Quick List
Adoration:
Phoebe Meister | 503-650-1621
Admin Council
Ray Parra | 503-659-3992
Altar Servers:
Jill Ludwig, Scheduling | 503-908-0134
Mary Haluska - SJA School
mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com
Bible Study:
Kathy Call | 503-349-4181
Cemetery, Manager:
Gary Avery | 503-655-7148
Couples Connection
Mary Kay Wey |503-816-1016
marykaywey@gmail.com
Divine Mercy/O.L. Fatima:
Ingrid Rhemrev | 503-655-3231
Eucharistic Ministers:
Maria Graf | 503-655-0641
Eucharistic to the Sick/Homebound:
Cathy Boucher | 503-635-3367
Funeral Receptions:
Patti Monte | 503-201-9833
Greeters:
Gail Holt | 503-869-0027
Men's Holy League
Ryan Mainard | rtjmainard@hotmail.com
Parish Council:
Nichole Blair | 971-925-8500
nicbicky@aol.com
Parishioners Without Partners:
Mary Jean Rivera | 503-720-5830
Prayer Chain:
Admin. Assistant | 503-742-8202
sjachurch.prayerchain@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Linda Keith | 503-653-2647
Prison Ministry:
Contact Parish Office
Respect for Life / Feed Our Priest:
Tom Call | 503-349-4351
Sister Parish Mission:
Kathy Roshak | 503-656-0923
Stork Club:
Lauren Fuller | 503-803-2423
Teams of Our Lady:
Michael & Katie Gray | 408-747-7910
Ushers:
Jerry Renfro | 503-737-7410
Jack Powell | 503-650-0847
Vocation Ministry:
Loretta Matulich | 503-656-7828
Welcome Café:
Gail Holt | 503-869-0027
Women's Group:
Maria Holmes | 503-200-4462
ORGANIZATIONS:
Boy Scouts:
Bryan Pearson|
troop140.scoutmaster@gmail.com
Catholic Daughters:
Denise Tischler | 503-657-1284
Cub Scouts:
Josh Holmes | 503-200-4302
joshnmaria@msn.com
CYO:
Jennifer Olsen | 541-913-2854
SaintJohntheApostleCYO@gmail.com
Girl Scouts:
Susan Collins | 503-557-0727
Knights of Columbus:
Nick Guarriello | 503-317-8907
Venturing Crew:
Aaron Schipper | 503-739-5038
aaron.schipper@icloud.com
National Pregnancy Hotline
1-800-395-4357

Announcements
Second Monday Adoration, Oct 8
Spend time in the presence of the Lord. Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, after 8am Mass until 8pm in the Church.

Next Bible Study - “Oremus”
For God alone my soul
waits in silence. Psalm 62:1
Do you find it easy to
The Welcome Cafe Orientation, Oct 8
Come be a part of this much needed ministry. We are called pray? For many of us, the
answer is “no”. We all
to serve the poor and those in need, the homeless, those
desire an intimate
struggling to make ends meet in their family lives, and the
relationship with God, but
lonely souls who are thirsting for company. Our ministry
have never moved beyond
continues to grow with 59 guests at our August hot meal.
We need your help and your caring hearts! An orientation is rote recitation to an authentic conversation with God. Prayer
scheduled for Monday, October 8th at 6:30PM in the Rm. 101. can be a source of frustration or seem like a luxury in a busy
life.
Please call/text Gail Holt at 503-869-0027, or email
gail0027@hotmail.com if you wish to attend the orientation.
With Oremus: A Guide to Catholic Prayer we will learn the
This is a one time requirement in order to volunteer and
essentials of an effective and fruitful prayer life. During this 8
takes about an hour.
week study program, guided by Fr. Mark Toups, we will
discover how God speaks to each of us. Following the
Church Cleaning, Oct 9
We need help on Oct 9th at 9:00 am to help clean the church. Tradition of the Catholic Church, sacred Scripture, and the
wisdom of the saints, we will learn how to express ourselves
We hope you can help. Please contact Pat Parra @
to God in prayer, and how to hear His voice.
503-659-3992
Come be a part of this enriching study focused on prayer.
Parish Breakfast, Oct 14
Registration will be the weekend of October 13/14th after all
Please join us for the October Parish Breakfast, sponsored by
Masses. Cost of the study is $15. The study will begin Wed
the Knights of Columbus, on Sunday October 14th. We will
PM, Oct 24th, Thurs AM, Oct 25th, and Sunday PM, Oct 28th.
be serving after the 8:30am & 10:30am Masses. All proceeds
We will take a break over the holidays. Scholarships are
from this breakfast will go to support St. John the Apostle
available. Free childcare is provided Sunday evenings. For
Youth Retreats/Conferences.
more information, contact Kathy Call at 503-349-4181.
--St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank
Rite of Christian Initiation
SVDP food pantry served in August we served 78 families
If you or someone you know is interested in learning more
and 275 people. Food Bank is open Thursdays from 4-5PM.
about the Catholic faith, or is interested in becoming
This week’s needed item: Spaghetti O's
Catholic, please contact Ryan Mainard about the upcoming
Augustine Institute Featured Book:
formation and initiation programs. Meetings will begin
The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis
September 17th and 18th at 6:30PM. Call: 503-742-8228 or
The spiritual classic The Imitation of Christ, the second most
email r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com.
widely-read spiritual book after the Bible, has had an
astonishing impact on the spiritual
lives of countless saints, peasants,
and popes for centuries. Even
today, the soul-searching words of
the fifteenth-century cleric Thomas
à Kempis continue to resonate,
unbounded by time or geography.
Drawing on the Bible, the Fathers
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of the early Church, and medieval
mysticism, his four-part treatise
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Hillside Chapel

Holman-HankinsBowker & Waud

FUNERALS. CREMATIONS AND
MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

Helping Families
Connect, Honor & Remember

503-656-4285

david.bone@hillsidechapelfh.com
DAVID BONE - Funeral Director / Owner
503-656-4644 fax • www.hillsidechapelfh.com
1306 SEVENTH ST. • OREGON CITY, OR 97045

Carlos García General Manager

Catholic Family Owned

503.975.8119 • carlosgarcia1901@live.com
P.O. Box 90596 • Portland, OR 97290
CCB# 182502
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

www.waudsfuneralservice.com

656-2661

715 7th St. Oregon City

ED’S
MOWER & SAW SHOPPE, INC.

17635 SE McLoughlin Blvd.
Milwaukie, Oregon 97267

(503) 652-2711
Parishioner

Since 1979

Hardware and Feed
Traeger BBQ’s
6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767

• Roofing Repairs • Tile • Custom Roofing • Metal Roof
• Gutters & Down Spouts • Replacement of Composition Roof & Shakes

503-557-8989

FREE REPLACEMENT ESTIMATES

nailitroofing.com

CCB@164929

Van A. Han, DMD

INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING APARTMENTS & COTTAGES

p: 503.656.1905

503-656-7614

601 Center Street, Oregon City
drhan@radiantfd.com

13669 S GAFFNEY LANE, OREGON CITY, OR 97045

RED BARK INC.
Nellie Parker
Licensed Broker
in Oregon

Over 20 Years Experience
No Messy Piles!
• Blended Soil & Playground Chips • Fir • Hemlock
• Compost • Bark Nuggests • Mulch
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We provide complete Clean-Up

(503) 801-8808

A professional team providing you with
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Renee Frelly
Copyright ©2016, Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation, NMLS# 2289 4801 S. Biltmore Lane,
Madison, WI 53718 1-877-599-0353. All rights reserved. (Oreg on Mortgage Lender License ML-3791)

Loan Officer
NMLS# 131025

FREE ESTIMATES • 503-722-5910 • redbarkinc.com

Stobaugh
Construction
Established since 1959

Parish Member Since 1967
ALL PHASES CONSTRUCTION

Cabinets, Remodels, Additions

Cell 503-310-0352

Matt Olsen Ins Agcy Inc
Matt Olsen, Agent - Parishioner
231 NW 2nd Ave
Canb
Canby, OR 97013

503-263-3777
503State Farm, Bloomington, IL 1211999

503-659-1350

ccpdxor.com

In-Home & Parish Based Arrangements Available
CHURCH OWNED & OPERATED

ABBA’S INTEGRITY
LOCK AND SAFE
503-657-LOCK (5625) • FAX 503-657-3522

PSYCHOTHERAPY, COUNSELING
& CONSULTING SERVICES

Oregon City Fred Meyer Parking Lot
1839 Molalla Ave., Suite 7 • Oregon City, OR 97045

(503) 381-6685
paulmyersphdpdx@gmail.com
www.paulmyersphdpdx.com

Email: abbasintegritylock@yahoo.com

CCB201059

Mt. Scott Funeral Home
5 SE 59th Ave. Portland, Oregon 997206
4205

Local Catholic
tholic Family Ownership
Ow hip For Three Generations
Gen

(503) 771-1171

www.mtscottfuneralhome.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

Since 1895

503-227-2641
CCB#2510 www.detemple.com

PLUMBING - HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

Contact Cindy Kelly to place an ad today!
ckelly@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2695

Roofing & Sheet Metal Contractors
Specializing in Commercial & Industrial
Since 1921
FOR ESTIMATES CALL 503-667-0175
CCB#44680
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Helping you protect what matters most

Bret Pippett
401 Roosevelt St, Oregon City
(503) 722-0600
bret.pippett@countryfinancial.com
0415-508HC-11494-9/12/2016

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. John The Apostle, Oregon City, OR

A 4C 05-0486

