
St. John the Apostle Catholic Church

SJA CHURCH BELL TOWER:
Our Church bell tower is a
sixty-three years old
magnificent structure with
electric chimes that play
different melodies ten minutes
before the Holy Mass begins.
During this pandemic, these
bells ring every three hours
reminding us to pray for
various needs in the world.
With the passing of time,
actually decades, this bell tower
lentils have to be replaced and
other maintenance work need to
be done as recommended by the
consultant and engineer so it

can last for many decades to come. This project will
cost the Church $35,000.00. Within a week’s time we
have raised $4,200.00. Thanks to the individuals for
their very generous contributions. We have ways to go
to meet our goal, but this is a great start so I appeal to
you for help with whatever dollar amount you can give
toward this project in the coming weeks. If you would
like to make a monthly contribution with a pledged
gift for the next few months, that would be fantastic
as well. This is not easy for me to make this request,
knowing how generously you have been committed to
support the parish weekly offertory even during these
tough times. Yet, I have no choice but to ask for your
donations, and I stay confident that you, St. John the
Apostle Parishioners, will support us financially to
complete this bell tower project.
Rev. Maxy D’Costa, Pastor

If you have any questions about our parish or would like to join, please contact our parish office
417 Washington St. Oregon City, OR † 503-742-8200 † Fax: 503-742-8219

Limited-Participation Masses offered by sign-up only
Drive-up (In-car) Confessions: Saturday 3:30pm - 4:30pm (new time)

For Prayer Requests: email sjachurch.prayerchain@gmail.com

Connect - Pray - Grow - Give

www.sja-catholicchurch.com
September 13, 2020

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Holy Land Collection, Sept. 12 & 13
The Christian communities in the Holy Land, also
exposed to the risk of contagion
and living in context already full
of serious sufferings, benefit every
year from the generosity of the
faithful from all over the world.
Since we couldn't do the regular
collection for the Holy Land on
Good Friday, we will be taking up
a collection for the Holy Land on Sept. 12 & 13.
Please put your donation in an envelope marked 'Holy
Land' or put 'Holy Land' in the memo on your check.
Please make checks payable to SJA.

"Christian husbands and wives are cooperators in
grace and witnesses of
faith for each other, their
children…They prudently
help them in the choice of

their vocation…"
Apostolicam Actuositatem,

11 (Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity)

Family Faith Formation
Starting in the Fall 2020, we will have family faith
formation opportunities between the 10:30am and
1:30pm Masses on Sunday. These opportunities are
both for the ongoing faith development of the family
and preparation to receive the sacraments.
Registration will be on our SJA website.

Family and Faith



OUR LADY OF SORROWS:
This is a relatively modern celebration, included on the
universal calendar only in
1814. The sorrows of the
Blessed Virgin Mary begin
with the prophecy of Simeon
at the presentation at the
Temple, when he tells her,
“Behold, this child is destined
for the fall and rise of many in
Israel, and to be a sign thatwill
be contradicted and you
yourself a swordwill pierce so
that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed”. In
art, Our Lady of Sorrows has
her heart pierced by seven
swords, representing the
seven sorrows of tradition and
the prophecy of Simeon.

Mary is certainly a model of suffering. As she stood
lovingly and courageously at the foot of the Cross,

accompanying her Son in his agony and Death, she
offered her anguish in union with his for the salvation of

humankind. In our archdiocese we
are blessed by the beautiful
Sanctuary and Grotto of Our Sorrow
Mother with many opportunities to
meditate on the seven sorrows of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Find an
opportunity to spend time at the
grotto, a holy place for reflection and
prayer, this week or in the coming
days. Mary, mother of sorrows, pray
for your children.

Many Blessings,

Rev. Maxy D’Costa
Pastor

Pastor's Weekly Reflection - continued

The Respect Life Ministry
The Respect Life Ministry invites you to support Team St. John the
Apostle in the 2020 Obria Medical Clinic (formerly Hope 360) Walk
on Sept 12th at 9am as a participant or donor. Go to
www.fortheone.org/get-involved/ to sign-up or donate. Our goal is $3,000. Questions? Phone Tom Call 503
349-4351

SJA Bell Tower Update

Dear Parishioners,
As reported earlier and confirmed by a rigorous inspection, several bricks at multiple levels on the bell tower are
cracked and mortar is being pushed out of the joints. The damage occurred where the bricks are supported by
steel bracing, predominantly on the south side of the tower. The north side shows no sign of damage. The steel
supports are rusted due to water intrusion from wind driven rain through the unsealed brick. The rust expands
and pushes the bricks and mortar out. In addition, the structural anchor-bolts that connect the steel supports to
the five concrete tower sections behind the brick are rusted. Absent solid and strong bolt-anchors, the tower
structure is vulnerable to damage from a seismic or high wind event according to a mechanical engineer who
examined the tower during the inspection process. The damage is not visible now since the contractor has
applied a temporary cosmetic repair.
The contractor will install new galvanized steel supports with a water shield membrane, replace damaged brick
and clean and seal all brick surfaces on all sides of the bell tower. The estimated cost is not to exceed $35,000.
The time to complete the work is 2-3 weeks after it is authorized.

Ed Wales, SJA Facilities Committee



Pope's Prayer Intentions - September
Respect for the Planet’s Resources. We pray that the planet’s resources will
not be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
2nd Monday Adoration:
All are invited to Adoration
Monday, Sept. 14 from 8:30am
to 8:00pm and every Friday
from 8:30am to 4:00pm. Please
come spend some time in
prayer and reflection with your
family before the Blessed
Sacrament.

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You
into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite

myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

PRAY

Limited Opening of St. John the Apostle Church
We are now allowed to have up to 50 people at Masses, that includes essential ministers. Masses won't
have 50 spots to signup on Flocknote, because we are keeping some spots for people who are not on
Flocknote, or don't have email or the ability to text. Also, some spots are reserved for 1st Communicants
and their families.

+ Attendance at Mass is by sign-up only.
+ Now, most sign ups will be via Flocknote. You will get an email with a link to sign up.
+ If you don't have email or a texting phone, call the office at 503-742-8202 to make your
request.

Mass Times: Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am & 1:30pm (Spanish)
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00am, no Monday Mass (8:00am starting September 22nd)

If you or someone in your family is not feeling well, please do not come to church. When coming to
your assigned Mass, the only entrance door will be the door by the chapel. Face masks are now
required except for those with a medical condition that precludes them from wearing a mask and
children under 5 years of age. A Hospitality Minister will check you off the list.

Church Open During The Week For Prayer
The church will be openMonday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm (Saturday - 8:00am - 3:00pm) for personal
prayer and reflection. Please enter through the side door of the church.

New Weekday Mass Time
Beginning Tuesday, September 22nd, daily Mass will be returning to 8:00am. No Mass sign ups will be
required, but each person will need to sign in on the sheet on the clipboard at the door. There will be no
Hospitality Minister there, but everyone is expected to wear masks, maintain social distance and, please, assist
any newcomers.



Remember SJA in your Estate Planning
Please consider a
Charitable
Bequest to St.
John the Apostle
Church in your
estate planning.

Pastor:
Fr. Maxy D’Costa | 503-742-8200
pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com

Deacon:
Rev. Mr. José Gutiérrez | 503-803-0329
jg.dynamis@gmail.com

Business Manager:
Rebekah Zamani | 503-742-8203
r.zamani@sja-catholicchurch.com

Pastoral Associate:
Ryan Mainard | 503-742-8228
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com

Parish Office: office@sja-catholicchurch.com
Administrative Assistant & Bulletin Editor
Corinne Welters | 503-742-8202

Facilities Manager:
Juvenal Jaimes | 503-742-8202
j.juvenal@sja-catholicchurch.com

Hispanic Ministry | 503-742-8221
Youth Ministry:
Maria Holmes | 503-742-8201
m.holmes@sja-catholicchurch.com

Website Editor:
Felix Barba f.barba@sja-catholicchurch.com

Little Lambs Childcare & Catechesis:
Jenny Barrett
j.barrett@sja-catholicchurch.com

Admin Council Chair: Barry Brenneke
Pastoral Council Chair: Nichole Blair |
971-925-8500 | nicbicky@aol.com

***
School Principal: Mary Haluska
mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com

School Secretary: Leslie McDowell
503-742-8232 | leslie@sja-eagles.com

Mass IntentionsParish & School Staff

Sacraments and Services
About Baptism Formation: Completed paperwork needed 30 days
in advance. To begin the process, contact RyanMainard, Pastoral
Associate: Phone 503-742-8228
Email: r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com
Marriage:Couples that plan to get married, please contact our Parish
Priest for Marriage Formation Classes 9 months prior to the desired
wedding date. (pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com)
FuneralMass / Service: Please first contact Rev. Maxy D'Costa at
503-742-8200 to plan a funeral service at St. John the Apostle for your
loved one at your earliest convenience. If you would like your loved
one buried in the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please contact Gary
Avery at 503-655-7148 to make those arrangements
FamilyMember that hasmoved to assisted living/care facility/
hospice: If you have a family member that has moved to a care
facility please inform the parish office so we can arrange for pastoral
care and we will note the address in our records.
Assisted Hearing System:We have an assisted listening system to
help facilitate better hearing for all of our members. Contact the office.
FORMED! Connect Now
Online Faith Formation Content. Visit sja-
catholicchurch.formed.org to register.
Bulletin Announcements
Bulletin Announcements due on the Friday, nine days before the
Bulletin publication date. bulletin@sja-catholicchurch.com

This week's featured advertiser is:

Catholicmatch Oregon
Please support our advertisers that make this bulletin possible.

Sat Sept 12 10:00am Nikki Thompson INT
Sun Sept 13 8:30am All Parishioners

10:30am Brendan Adams †
1:30pm

Mon Sept 14 Hank Reeves †
Tues Sept 14 10:00am Doug Williams INT
Wed Sept 16 10:00am Scott Davis’s Son INT
Thur Sept 17 10:00am Madison Stewart INT
Fri Sept 18 10:00am Larry Susanka INT
Sat Sept 19 10:00am Cutter Jones INT
Sun Sept 20 8:30am All Parishioners

10:30am Loretta Shuell †
1:30pm

Weekly Offertory
Week of August 16 $ 16,924.22
Week of August 23 $ 16,195.93
Week of August 30 $ 10,032.93
Week of September 6 $ 5,278.00
Last Year Compare $ 120,336.83
YTD Received $ 112,313.95
Difference $ (8,022.88)

St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry
This week's need is canned tuna. The
Food Pantry is in need of additional
volunteers to help distribute food
boxes. If you are able to help, or
would like more
information, please
contact Joane
Linker at
503-656-7451.

Welcome Cafe
Welcome Cafe will continue to
distribute sack lunches on the 3rd
and 4th Sundays. Welcome Cafe is
NOT accepting clothing and personal
hygene products right now.



Dearest Brothers and Sisters,

Grace to you and Peace fromGod the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS: Today, the
Church celebrates the anniversaries of the consecration of
the Basilica of the Resurrection (335 AD) and of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross (630 AD). This feast
originated tocommemorate the findingof the truecrossby
St. Helena and the dedication of the Basilica of the Holy
Sepulchre on that site.

According to tradition, in the first decades of the seventh
century, the Holy Roman emperor recovered the sacred
relics of the cross that
the Persians had
captured when they
sacked Jerusalem.
Dressed in heavy,
regal finery, the
emperor decided to
bring the relics to
Golgotha, but they
becamesoheavyashe
walked, he could not
carry them further.
When the bishop of
Jerusalem advised
him to imitate Christ's
simplicity and
remove his heavy
vestments, the emperor heeded his advice, and was only
then able to reach Golgotha with the sacred relics.

There is a paradox in the tile of today’s feast, for as Paul
so emphatically points out in his First letter to the
Corinthians, theCross is a “Stumbling block” for the Jews
and “Foolishness” for the Gentiles. For the Romans,
crucifixionwas so shameful and heinous a form of capital
punishment that they would not inflict it upon a Roman
citizen. For the Jews, God’s word in Deuteronomy had
pronounceda curseonanyonewhohungupona tree (Deut
21:22-23). An entirely different perspective, however, is
voiced in the Gospel.

In the first reading, the Book of Numbers (Numbers
21:4b-9) states that during their journey from Egypt, the
Israelites complain against God and Moses and the
travelers are plagued by deadly serpents. Realizing the sin
of their complaints, theypleadwithMoses topray for their
deliverance. God instructs Moses to "make a saraph" and
"if any who have been bitten look at it, they will live."

In the second reading, Saint Paul's letter to the Philippians
encourages us to consider the cross as not only the crucial
symbol of our faith, but as an invitation to imitate Christ's
surrender for the salvation of theworld.Arewenot called,
then, to surrender our lives each day at home and in our
communities, and to bearwitness to him,who, out of love,
emptied himself for all of us to enrich us with his life?

The Gospel draws a
parallel between
Moses lifting up the
serpent in the desert
and the lifting up of
Jesus. Moses’ action
brought healing to
those who had sinned
through their lack of
faith in the ways of
God. Jesus’
crucifixion brings
eternal life to those
who believe in Jesus as
the “way” of God. No
wonder the Cross is a

universal sign for Christians, that looking at it we
remember and embrace the saving work of God in Christ.
Let us glory in the Cross of Christ, for by it we are saved
and made free.

Today’s feast serves a deeper purpose: to honor the signof
our salvation inChrist. Aswe trace the cross on ourselves,
let us do so as a sign of our faith in the Most Holy Trinity
and importantly with reverence and gratitude for the gift
of our salvation. Pray this prayer as often as youcan today:
“We adore thee O Christ and we praise thee, because by
thy Holy Cross, thou has redeemed the whole world.”

(continued on page 2)

Pastor's Weekly Reflection
WE HAIL THEE SAVIOR AND LORD, THY CROSS EVER BE ADORED
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Roofing & Sheet Metal Contractors
Specializing in Commercial & Industrial

Since 1921
FOR ESTIMATES CALL  503-667-0175
Licensed, Bonded, Insured CCB#44680

Hillside Chapel
FUNERALS. CREMATIONS AND

MEMORIAL GATHERINGS
503-656-4285

david.bone@hillsidechapelfh.com
DAVID BONE - Funeral Director / Owner
503-656-4644 fax • www.hillsidechapelfh.com

1306 SEVENTH ST. • OREGON CITY, OR 97045

Holman-Hankins- 
Bowker & Waud

Helping Families 
Connect, Honor & Remember

Catholic Family Owned
656-2661

www.waudsfuneralservice.com
715 7th St. Oregon City

Hardware and Feed

6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767

Traeger BBQ’s

• Roofing Repairs • Tile • Custom Roofing • Metal Roof
• Gutters & Down Spouts • Replacement of Composition Roof & Shakes

 FREE REPLACEMENT ESTIMATES 503-557-8989 
 CCB@164929 nailitroofing.com

INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING APARTMENTS & COTTAGES
503-656-7614

13669 S GAFFNEY LANE, OREGON CITY, OR 97045

RED BARK INC.
Over 20 Years Experience 

No Messy Piles!
• Blended Soil & Playground Chips • Fir • Hemlock 

• Compost • Bark Nuggests  • Mulch
We provide complete Clean-Up

FREE  ESTIMATES • 503-722-5910 • redbarkinc.com

Stobaugh  
Construction

Established since 1959
Parish Member Since 1967

ALL PHASES CONSTRUCTION
Cabinets, Remodels, Additions
Cell 503-310-0352

Mt. Scott Funeral Home
4205 SE 59th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97206

Local Catholic Family Ownership For Three Generations
(503) 771-1171    www.mtscottfuneralhome.com

Matt Olsen Ins Agcy Inc
Matt Olsen, Agent - Parishioner
231 NW 2nd Ave
Canby, OR 97013
503-263-3777
State Farm, Bloomington, IL 1211999

Rich Eggimann
Oregon Licensed

Real Estate Broker

Mobile: 503-341-9592
rich.eggimann@gmail.com

“Where Dreams Come Home”

Hospice 
Compassionate,

individualized care
focusing on quality of life. 

503-215-CARE (2273)
www.providence.org/hospice

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

It’s time to consider your estate plan.
Wills w Trusts w Estates

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

Contact Kim Bent to place an ad today! 
kbent@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2553


