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Confessions: Sat. 3:30pm | Daily Mass Time: Tuesday - Friday 8:00am
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For Prayer Requests: email sjachurch.prayerchain@gmail.com

THE GREATEST MAN BORN OF AWOMAN,
BEHEADED

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,
Grace to you and peace from God Our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. I pray everyone is staying safe and
healthy.
August 29th is the Memorial of the
Passion of Saint John the Baptist. It
complements the Solemnity of his
birth, celebrated on 24 June. John is
the cousin of Jesus. He was
conceived when his parents,
Zechariah and Elizabeth, were
elderly. Both his parents were
descendants of priestly families.
John’s birth took place about six
months prior to that of Christ, and
coincides with the Gospel episode of
the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth.
The liturgical celebration of his
martyrdom,whichoccurredbetween
31 and 32, has ancient origins. It was
already celebrated in France in the
5th century, and in Rome the
following century and can be traced to the dedication of a
small basilica that dates back to the 5th century where he
was buried in Sabaste in Samaria. Tradition holds it was
on this day that his head was found. Pope Innocent II had
it later transferred to Rome to the Church of Saint
Sylvester in Capite.
The king promptly dispatched an executioner with orders
to bring back his head. He went off and beheaded him in
the prison. He brought in the head on a platter and gave it
to the girl. The girl in turn gave it to her mother.When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body and
laid it in a tomb. (MK 6:17-29)

Themotivations for John the Baptist’s martyrdom: A
woman played the primary role in his martyrdom.
Herodias, the wife of HerodAntipas, was the former wife
of his half-brother. John was arrested because he had
denounced her illegalmarriage. During the celebration of

Herod’s birthday, Herodias’s
daughter,Salome,performedadance
in honor of the king who remained
enchanted and told her she could ask
him for anything she wanted, even to
half of his kingdom.After consulting
her mother, Salome asked for the
head of John the Baptist. Herod did
notwant to do it, but could not refuse:
he had, after all, made a promise.
Pope Francis’s commentary:
There are four characters: King
Herod “corrupt and indecisive”;
Herodias, the wife of the king’s
brother who “knew only how to
hate”; Salome, “the vain ballerina”,
and the “prophet, decapitated and
alone in his cell”.
The king: The king “believed John

theBaptistwasaprophet”. Initially, heprotected Johnand
“liked to listen” to him. But he kept him in prison. Hewas
indecisive because John had accused him of the sin of
adultery. Herod “heard God’s voice” in the prophet,
“telling him to ‘change your life’. But he did not succeed
in doing that. The kingwas corrupt. It is difficult to get out
of corruption”. His corruption led him to attempt to strike
a “diplomatic balance” between his own life, which was
not only adulterous, but also “filled with many injustices
that he kept going ahead with”. He was also aware of the
“holiness of the prophet that was before him”. But he did
not succeed in untying the knot. (continued on pg 2)
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(continued from cover) Herodias: The second character is
Herodias, thewife of the king’s brotherwhowas put to death
by Herod in order to have her. The Gospel says she “hated”
John” because he spoke with clarity. “We know that hatred
is capable of anything”, Pope Francis commented. Indeed,
“hatred is a great power. Hatred is the breath of Satan. Think
about it: he does not know how to love, he cannot love. His
‘love’ is ‘hatred’. And this woman possessed the satanic
spirit of hatred” that destroys.

Salome: Finally, the third character, the daughter of
Herodias, Salome, the wonderful dancer, “who so pleased
the guests and the king”. In his enthusiasm, Herod promised
the girl, “I will give you everything”. “He uses the same
words that satan used to tempt Jesus. ‘If you adoreme, all this
is yours’.” But Herod could not have known.

John the Baptist, a holy man: “Satan is behind all these
characters.He sowshatred in thewoman, vanity in the young
woman and corruption in the king”, the Pope concluded.
John, “the greatest man born of a woman died alone in a cell
because of the whim of a vain dancer, the hatred of a
diabolical woman and the corruption of an indecisive king.
The Baptist dies a martyr. Not a martyr of the faith, because
he was not asked to renounce it. He is a martyr of truth. He
was, in fact, a “righteous and holy man” (Mk 6:20) who was
put to death because he spoke freely and was faithful to his
calling. He is amartyrwho allowed himself to diminish so as
to leave his place to the Messiah. “Those who are great end
up like this!”. But John knew he had to be annihilated: “He
must increase, I, instead, decrease”. And, added Pope
Francis, “he decreased to the point of death”. John had
pointed Jesus out toHis first disciples, indicating thatHewas
theLight of theworld.He, instead, gave his life little by little,
to the point of being extinguished in the darkness of a prison
cell.

“Life has value onlywhenwegive it;when it is given in love,
in truth;whenwegive it toothers, indaily life, inour families.
It should always be given. If someone grasps his or her life
in order to keep it, like the king by his corruption, or the
woman with her hatred, or the child, the young girl with her
vanity thatwas that of an adolescent, naive, life dies, life ends
up withered, it is useless” (Homily of Pope Francis, Santa
Marta, 8 February 2019).

St. John the Baptist, intercede for us.
Many blessings,
Rev. Maxy D’Costa

Condolences to the
families of Nick
Monte, Ed Serres,
and JR Jones. Eternal
rest grant unto them,
O Lord...

Did you know we
have devices for the
hearing impaired to
allow them to
participate more fully
in the Mass?
Located on the wall
in the back of church.



AUGUST Intention for evangelization - The Church
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace
and strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel.

SEPTEMBER An environmentally sustainable lifestyle
We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple and
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are
resolutely committed to this.

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
All are invited to the Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament on Fridays at 8:30am to
4:00pm, and Second Mondays 8:30am to
8:00pm. Please come spend some time in
prayer and reflection with your family
before the Blessed Sacrament.

Church Open During The Week For Prayer

The church will be open Monday - Friday after
8:00am Mass to 4:00pm (Saturday - 8:00am -
3:00pm) for personal prayer and reflection.
Bring your family and come spend some time
with Jesus. Please enter through the side door
of the church.

PRARR Y

Parish-wide Bible Challenge
This week, Mark 9:14-29. Do you need a Bible? Contact the Parish Office.

Prayer to St. Joseph:
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you
Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and
guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and

defend us from every evil. Amen.
My beloved father, all my trust is in you. Let it not be said that I invoked

you
in vain, and since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary,

show me that your goodness is as great as your power.

“Action, action, action!” That’s how the author of this year’s 15
wk. Bible study, Dr. Tim Gray, describes the Gospel of Mark.
With no genealogies or long narratives, it’s the shortest of all the
Gospels.

Beginning Wednesday, Sept. 8,
Thursday, Sept. 9
and Sunday, Sept. 12,

you are invited to be part of this journey to deepen and live your
faith. In-person and Zoom groups are available!

Cost is $10 – scholarships are available.
Register by calling Kathy at 503-349-4181 or on-line at https://www.sja-catholicchurch.com/
bible-study

Gentleman at Somerset Assisted
Living in Gladstone needs a ride to
10:30 Mass on Sundays - Please
contact the parish office if you are
able to help.
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Calendar and Mass IntentionsParish & School Staff

Sacraments and Services
About Baptism Formation: To begin the process, contact Ryan
Mainard, Pastoral Associate: Phone 503-742-8228
Email: r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com.
Marriage:Couples that plan to get married, please contact our Parish
Priest for Marriage Formation Classes 9 months prior to the desired
wedding date. (pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com)
FuneralMass / Service: Please first contact Rev. Maxy D'Costa at
503-742-8200 to plan a funeral service at St. John the Apostle for your
loved one at your earliest convenience. If you would like your loved
one buried in the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please contact Gary
Avery at 503-655-7148 to make those arrangements
FamilyMember that hasmoved to assisted living/care facility/
hospice: If you have a family member that has moved to a care
facility, please inform the parish office so we can arrange for pastoral
care and we will note the address in our records.
Assisted Hearing System:We have an assisted listening system to
help facilitate better hearing for all of our members. Contact the office.
FORMED! Connect Now
Online Faith Formation Content.
Visit sja-catholicchurch.formed.org to register.
Bulletin Announcements
Bulletin Announcements due on the Friday, nine days before the
Bulletin publication date. bulletin@sja-catholicchurch.com

This week's featured advertiser is:
State Farm - Matt Olsen Ins Agcy Inc
Please support our advertisers that make this bulletin

possible.

Sat, Aug 28
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Mass - John Regester †

Sun, Aug 29 Twenty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:30am Mass - All Parishioners
10:30am Mass - Monica Gomes †
1:30pm Mass (Spanish)

Mon, Aug 30

Tues, Aug 31
8:00am Mass - Marty Abelsen †

Wed, Sept 1
8:00am Mass - Holy Souls in Purgatory
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal for 1:30pm Mass,
YR

Thurs, Sept 2
8:00am Mass - Fr. Jim Herrmann †

6:30pm K of C General Mtg, YR
7:00pm CDA Mtg, PC
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal for 10:30am Mass

Fri, Sept 3
8:00am Mass - Ed & Linda Landauer INT
8:45am-4:00pm Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Sat, Sept 4
9:00am Women’s Prayer Group
10:00am Women’s Group Mtg, YR
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Mass - Maureen Phalen †
7:00pm Men’s Holy League

Sun, Sept 5 Twenty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:30am Mass - All Parishioners
10:30am Mass - Albert Lou †
1:30pm Mass (Spanish)

Weekly Offertory
Week of August 1st $ 6,849.90
Week of August 8th $ 10,475.89
Week of August 15th $ 13,722.88
Week of August 22nd $ 15,033.90

YTD Budgeted $ 98,943.08
YTD Received $ 95,542.07
Difference $ (3,401.01)

St. Vincent de Paul
Food Pantry
Thank you for all who continue to
support our food bank! This week's
need is canned tuna.

Calling young women! If you are
interested in finding out more about
religious life as a Franciscan Sister of the
Eucharist, please consider joining us for a
Discernment Day for Young Women" at

their convent in Bridal Veil, September 18th, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Contact the
Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist at 503-695-2375 to learn more.



Family of Faith Retreat 2020

Life in Christ, and the important
ministry Annointing of the Sick,
and of Eucharist for the sick and
homebound. Fr. Maxy
administers the Annointng of the
Sick and gives Holy Communion
to Janice Drinkwater,
accompanied by her husband, Bill,
at Hope Village in Canby on a
beautiful, sunny morning. While
visitors are not allowed inside the
building, they are welcome to visit
residents outside.

Obituary for Ed Serres

Dr. Edward Joseph Serres, a
devoted family man and surgeon,
passed away on June 21, 2021 at
the age of 80. Ed was born in
Oregon City and attended St. John
the Apostle Catholic School. He

was a member of the Boy Scouts of America earning the
Eagle Scout rank. In 1966, Ed graduated from Creighton
University School of Medicine where Ed met his wife of
55 years, Linda DePasquale, on a blind date that resulted
in a deep love and joy together. Ed retired in 2000, after
which he had time to fish, go on adventures in his
camper, and continue to raise sheep, beef, and bountiful
produce in his garden, orchard, and vineyard. He loved
spending time with his family.

Ed is survived by his wife of 55 years, Linda Serres, and
his eight children: Anthony Serres, Sarah (Rick) Serres,
Christopher (Karolina) Serres, Joseph (Amy) Serres,
Nicholas (Michelina) Serres, Daniel (Laura) Serres,
Anne-Marie (Austin) Serres, and Matthew (Daniel)
Serres. Ed was proud of his children’s work in the areas
of social and environmental justice, public service, and
education. Ed is blessed to also be survived by his
twelve grandchildren: Makenzie Smith, Uma Serres,
Bela Serres, Dominic Serres, Manuela Serres, Wyatt
Gove, Salvador Wienecke, Liam Gove, Benjamin
Wienecke, Cecilia Wienecke, Edward Serres, and
Vivienne Serres.

A funeral Mass was celebrated on Thursday, August 5,
2021at St. John’s.

Obituary for Nick
Monte

Nicholas (Nick)
Charles Monte, 71,
died Wednesday
August 11, 2021, after
suffering a heart
attack.

Nick was born
February 5,1950 in

Nampa, Idaho. He went to college at Southern
Oregon University, where he met the love of his life
Patti. They wed in 1972 and moved to Oregon City,
Oregon where Nick lived the rest of his life.

Nick’s professional career was as a CPA. But what
he loved doing most in life was spending time with
his family, coaching his children when they were
young in sports, attending his grandchildren’s
sporting events, fishing at the Lake, his summers on a
tractor and anything Green Bay Packers.

He is preceded in death by his wife Patti of 47 years.
He is survived by his four children; Shawn Monte
(Kristy), Katherine Abbott (Devon), Megan Nava
(Brian) and Nicole Nelson (Jon); his brother Tim
Monte (Pam) and nine grandchildren.

A funeral Mass was celebrated on Friday, August
20th at St. John's.

Contributions in Memory of Nick may be made to
Knights Of Columbus, St. John's Chapter.
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Hillside Chapel
FUNERALS. CREMATIONS AND

MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

503-656-4285
david.bone@hillsidechapelfh.com

DAVID BONE - Funeral Director / Owner
503-656-4644 fax • www.hillsidechapelfh.com

1306 SEVENTH ST. • OREGON CITY, OR 97045

Holman-Hankins-
Bowker & Waud

Helping Families
Connect, Honor & Remember

Catholic Family Owned
656-2661

www.waudsfuneralservice.com
715 7th St. Oregon City

Matt Olsen Ins Agcy Inc

Matt Olsen
Agent -Parishioner

293 N. Grant Street
Canby, OR 97013

503-263-3777

State Farm, Bloomington, IL 1211999

Hardware and Feed
6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767

Traeger BBQ’s

• Roofing Repairs • Tile • Custom Roofing • Metal Roof
• Gutters & Down Spouts • Replacement of Composition Roof & Shakes

 FREE REPLACEMENT ESTIMATES 503-557-8989 
 CCB@164929 nailitroofing.com

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

It’s time to consider your estate plan.

Wills w Trusts w Estates

(503) 255-8795
ohara@warrenallen.com

RED BARK INC.
Over 20 Years Experience 

No Messy Piles!

• Blended Soil & Playground Chips • Fir • Hemlock 
• Compost • Bark Nuggests  • Mulch

We provide complete Clean-Up

FREE  ESTIMATES • 503-722-5910 • redbarkinc.com

Stobaugh
Construction

Established since 1959

Parish Member Since 1967

ALL PHASES CONSTRUCTION

Cabinets, Remodels, Additions

Cell 503-310-0352

Roofing & Sheet
Metal Contractors

Specializing in Commercial & Industrial

Since 1921

FOR ESTIMATES CALL

503-667-0175
Licensed, Bonded, Insured CCB#44680

Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

ED’S
MOWER & SAW SHOPPE, INC.

17635 SE McLoughlin Blvd.

Milwaukie, Oregon 97267

(503) 652-2711(503) 652-2711 
Since 1979 Parishioner

2236 SE Washington St. Ste. A

Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522

www.suewalkerdentistry.com

11147 SE 21st Avenue

Ben & Ingrid Boozer, CCB# 202913 

 (503) 816-9655 
contact@vistatreeservice.biz

John Boozer, ISA Certified Arborist, #SO-5914A

A Member of the MassMutual Financial Network
• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance 
• Retirement Plans
• IRA, Roth IRA
• 401K Rollover
• Social Security Maximization
Please Contact:

Young Tran, MBA, RFC
Financial Services Professional

(503) 875-8715

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave. • Milwaukie, OR

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

WHOLESALE: 
16797 S.E. 130th Ave., 

Clackamas, OR 
503-905-4500

RETAIL: 3380 S.E. Powell 
503-233-4891

Since 1895

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com

PLUMBING - HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS
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Oregon Real Estate Broker
Licensed CPA

971-267-5147
christina.robertipdx

@gmail.com


