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APRIL 18, 2021

WELCOME HOME

PASTOR:
Rev. Joseph Pottemmel, MSFS
frioseph@stasugarland.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR:
Rev. Mathew Thayil, MSFS
frmthayil@stasugarland.com

DEACON
Sam Dunning
sadunning@archgh.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sun. 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

DAILY MASS
Mon.-Sat. 8:00 a.m.,
Wed. 7:00 p.m,,

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
By request after Mass,
Mondays & Tuesdays
Saturday: 4:00 — 4:45 p.m.

“EVERYTHING WRITTEN ABOUT ME IN THE LAW
OF MOSES AMND IN THE PROPHETS AND PSALMS
MUST BE FULFILLED." —LK 24:44

- S SUNMDAY OF EASTER

OUR MISSION

“We the Parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church are a diverse Christ Centered
community empowered by the Holy Spirit and strengthened by the Word and the Sacraments
to Proclaim the Good News”



& |REFLECTION
GOSPEL MEDITATION

We often act out of ignorance. Armed with the
best of intentions, we think we are seeing clearly
and correctly, but we are not. We don’t always
understand the full meaning of things and only
perceive part of the truth. Hence, our judgments
and actions can be impaired by myopic,
incomplete or erroneous perceptions. The
meaning of life, understanding of human
experience, and negotiating life's challenges can all
become skewed without proper understanding
and vision. The resurrection of Christ is the
corrective to our incomplete and limited view of
life. Looking at things with the eyes of faith brings a
depth of clarity and understanding to how we see
God, ourselves, others, and the world.

Even the Disciples struggled with their limited
understanding and ignorant perceptions. It was
only when Jesus opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures that their eyes were
opened.

It was their “aha” moment when everything
clicked. We all want the substance of our lives to
come together, make sense, and have meaning.
This is easier to achieve when things are going
positively and life is good. It is when suffering,
disappointment, death, hardship, and injustice
enter the picture that things can become
unsettled and disoriented. Our faith in the
goodness and love of God is tested. We tend to
shift our focus on these difficult and challenging
moments and do not see them within the greater
picture of how God intends life to unfold. We can
gain, from the Passion and Resurrection of Christ,
the clear vision we need in order to move away
from ignorance to enlightenment.

We need our “aha” moment when everything
comes together and clicks. It can comeina
fleeting instant when we feel totally connected
with God, where we find ourselves, others and all of
creation. It isa moment when all is right and good,
regardless of how difficult our journey. Our “aha”
moment assures us that God is here, right with us,
in us and around us bringing us a gift and blessing
we can receive nowhere else: peace. In those brief
sacramental encounters when we are lifted up out
of ourselves and centered, we can hear God say,

“peace be with you,” and we feel secure. It's all
okay. The resurrected Christ has the power to bring
this gift to us. Some people, as they are facing their
deaths, remark about this peace. When looking
into the window of eternity, they experience a
depth of joy and are amazed at God's goodness
and closeness. We are called to be witnesses to this
Good News.
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INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

When the greeting “Peace be with you” is
sincerely offered to a person, it can resonate very
deep within, bringing comfort and reassurance.
When someone possesses the power to bring
peace, it brings us to a place of safety and fills us
with joy. The resurrected Christ has this power.
God can open our minds so that we can more
fully understand the meaning of Sacred Scrip-
ture and God's compassionate, loving, tender,
and untiring embrace constantly present and
offered to people throughout history. Without
the anchor of truth that only God can provide, we
can easily become startled and terrified at the
sight of what life brings us. Being open to God'’s
offer of peace, we can turn away from old habits
and short-sighted vision and experience the
gladness and joy of God'’s gift. Only then can
what is wounded and broken be mended and
reconciliation achieved. We are the resurrection
witnesses called to proclaim the Good News.
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STAY MINISTRY & FAITH FORMATION &%
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HOW ARE WE CALLED TO BECOME MISSIONARY DISCIPLE?

JOIN US FOR ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 2157 TO FIND OUT WHO
WILL BE THE KAHOOT! CHAMPION!

Clonorafulalions.
class of 20217

AVE THE DATE
FOR...

GRADUATICN
MASS

andl of course your Mash!
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ZO PARISH INFORMATION
STEWARDSHIP

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord IGNITE Payment for the Archdiocese of
i Galveston —Houston
March 27 - 28, 2021 | Total Campaign Amount $ 538,853.00

Or Fath, Clur Mizsion

Amount Balance
1st Collection
Ist Payment
Total $'I4,684 4/30/2019 $33,678.31 $505,174.69
STA Cares Collection this weekend $16,166 2nd Payment
. 7/30/2019 $33,678.31 $471,496.38
2nd Collection 3rd Payment
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales Total.........cccooevuueee.. $1,072 10/17/2019 $33,67831 $437,818.07
4th Payment
12/19/2019 $33.678.31 $404,139.76
5th Payment
3/26/2020 $33.678.31 $370,461.45
6th Payment
7/15/2020 $33.678.31 $336,783.14
7th Payment
10/15/2020 $33,678.31 $303,104.83
8th Payment
12/23/2020 $33,678.31 $269,426.48
9th Payment
3/25/2021 $33,678.31 $235,748.17
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