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MISSION STATEMENT
Temple Kol Ami is a warm and friendly Reform Congregation.
Our Mission is to improve and inspire the lives of all
generations through “Doing Jewish.” We provide opportunities
to experience the spirituality and vitality of Judaism.
Through innovative education and worship we instill
core Jewish values that bring us all to a better world.

VISION
We accomplish our mission through inspiring services and experiential
programs, community service (tikkun olam), and deep appreciation for tradition.
We offer unique experiences:

• Participatory Shabbat services that engage all segments of our community
• Creative and experiential educational programs for children and adults
• Meaningful social action that helps our broader community
• B’nai Mitzvah preparation and services that are tailored to each child

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Russ Palay, President
Courtney Beyer, Vice President
Gary Goldberg, Treasurer
Steve Cohen, Secretary
& Immediate Past President

Michael Blaire
Josh Cohen
Fred Fingerhut
Fred Goldenson
Stephanie Heymann

Larry Hirsch
Amy Hummell
Pete Kubitz
Roger Lurie
Anat Schure

VOLUNTEER / TIKKUN OLAM
Please visit templekolami.org for more Tikkun Olam and Volunteer opportunities
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

ANDRE HOUSE

11

DEC

DEC

Contact Ileen Herberg for details:

iherberg@aol.com / 602-863-6636

Provide a nutritious meal to families who have a
loved one in the hospital and are staying at the
Ronald McDonald House. You will help to shop, prepare, and serve dinner starting at 3:45pm.

24

Contact Laura Ziff for details:

laurasziff@gmail.com / 602-677-7429

Temple Kol Ami volunteers will be providing assistance with a long established meal
program on the last Tuesday of each month. This month we will help to make and serve
a wonderful dinner. Children ages 14 years and older are allowed to participate.
This month, Andre house is in need or personal items for its guests. Volunteers will be
making hygiene bags with items that are donated in our collection box in the TKA lobby. The
following items are needed:
Blankets; Multi-Vitamins; Ibuprofen; Baby aspirin; Deodorant; Travel-sized lotion; Reading glasses;
Glad bags; Toothbrushs; Toothpaste; Shampoo; Conditioner; Soap (liquid or small bars); Razors;
Dental floss; Travel-sized mouthwash; Bandaids; and Purcell/or antiseptic wipes.
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MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI

8 Days, 8 Actions:
Chanukah as the Festival of Sustainable Light
Jeremy Schneider
Rabbi

H

ere are eight actions -- one for
each night, of course -- that we
might take this Chanukah to help
achieve energy conservation, slow global
climate change, and save money:
Day 1: Let there be sustainable light.
Change one regular bulb in your home
to a CFL (Compact Fluorescent Light).
It is estimated that about three light
bulbs burn five or more hours a day
in the average U.S. home. If those
three bulbs were replaced with compact fluorescents in every home, it
would eliminate about 23 million
tons of carbon dioxide emissions a
year! Don't be fooled by the seemingly
higher prices of CFLs; they last ten
times as long as standard incande‑
scent bulbs and use only a quarter
of the energy to produce the same
amount of light. A modern Chanukah
miracle! (To find CFLs near you, contact your local hardware store or visit
www.greenpages.org.)
Day 2: Turn down the temperature
of your water heater to the warm
setting (120°F). Water heaters are the
second largest energy users in the
home, averaging 20% of all household
energy use. With heaters set at the
maximum 140°F, most of us need to
dilute our hot water by turning on
the cold tap anyway. By changing the
setting to 120°F you'll not only save
energy, but also avoid scalding your
hands!
Day 3: Lower your thermostat 3°F.
Did you know that for each degree
that you lower your thermostat in the
winter, you could cut your energy use
by about 3%? By lowering your thermostat just 3°F, you can reduce your
energy consumption by nearly 10%.
The same applies to raising your
thermostat 3°F in the summertime;
doing both can prevent on average
the emission of nearly 1,100 pounds

of carbon dioxide annually. You probably won't even notice the difference!
Day 4: Skip a car trip. Transportation,
specifically in automobiles, is responsible for about a third of American
greenhouse gas emissions. What's
worse, while the trend is to buy large
SUVs or 8-passenger vans, we spend
the majority of our time driving alone.
Carpooling helps, and buying locally
cuts down on unnecessary driving as
well. Today, walk, run, skate, bike, or
take public transportation instead of
a car ride.
Day 5: Start a scrap paper pile. More
than 40% of all waste in U.S. landfills is paper products. Temple Kol
Ami has community recycling bins
which has helped to save trees and
produce biofuels from old paper
fibers that can be used to generate
cleaner energy. However, we are still
too quick to toss sheets with only
a few lines on them. Add another
important step to the recycling process right in your home by starting a
scrap pile with used pieces of paper
(that only are printed on one side, for
example). You can use the backs for
printing drafts of documents, writing
notes, making shopping lists, letting
kids draw, etc. And the paper gets
double the life! Go one step further by
buying recycled paper products and
you've completed the recycling loop!
Day 6: Give your home a Chanukah
Gift from Energy Star. Energy Star is
a U.S. program jointly run by the EPA
(Environmental Protection Agency)
and the U.S. Department of Energy
to label and promote energy efficient
appliances and products. Because
Energy Star is purely voluntary, companies can only obtain the right to use
the Energy Star logo if their product
is significantly more efficient than
required by government standards.
In addition to refrigerators, cooling
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& heating units, dishwasher, washing
machines, etc. energy-efficient TVs,
DVD players, and computers are
available. If the average American
were to equip their home with only
products that have the Energy Star
label, they'd lower energy bills and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
nearly a third! (For more info about
Energy Start visit their website at
http://www.energystar.gov)
Day 7: Write a letter to the President
or Congress. As you've experienced
the past six days, we can all do a
lot to lower energy consumption
in our own homes. We also need to
change our nation's energy policy to
effectively reduce our nation's energy
consumption. Check out Arizona
Interfaith Power and Light www.azipl.
org. This non-profit mobilizes people
of faith in Arizona to reduce the causes of global climate change through
spiritual reflection, education, advocacy
and action.
Day 8: Have a candlelight dinner.
Roughly a quarter of the total electricity generated in the U.S. -- $37 billion
worth -- is used for lighting. This is
more electricity than the continents
of South America and Africa use
combined! Shut off all of your lights
for an hour and enjoy your last evening of latkes with the full Chanukiah
glowing. (You may want to light a few
extra candles; it is traditional that we
do not use the Chanukiah as a functional lamp.) It can be a romantic dinner or special holiday memory for
your kids!
For further energy conservation tips
and to calculate your home or business' consumption, visit:
www.safeclimate.net/calculator
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BEHIND THE SCENES

A Little Light
Goes a Long Way
Nancy Drapin

Executive Director

I

love the French-style yogurt
called “Oui” and enjoy it every
morning for breakfast at my
desk. What I especially get a kick
out of is that the manufacturers
put a little saying on the back of
the tinfoil top that I have to pull
off. This morning’s saying was
“Celebrate Every Day” and it
reminded me that Chanukah was
coming.
Chanukah was always a huge
celebration in our family. My aunt
Julia, who recently passed away
at the age of 103 years, was the
aunt who held the Chanukah
celebration ticket in our family.
Because each aunt was in charge
of a holiday, she took the responsibility of Chanukah and we celebrated in her small, one bedroom
apartment located on the top of a
hill on Staten Island. After slipping
our way up the sidewalk and steps
in the snow and ice, you would
reach the door of the apartment
building, take the old elevator to
the fourth floor and walk down
the hall to Julia and Arthur’s place.
Since the rest of the family had
houses, being in an apartment
building was always a treat for
the kids who would run through
the halls, and always a reason to
kvetch for the adults. However, once
inside, the smells of homemade chopped liver, latkes, brisket, chicken
etc. smoothed the way to hours
of celebration. For us, as kids,
Julia always had big paper dreidels
with our names on them laid out
in a circle in the living room with
piles of gifts next to each dreidel.
Grandma and Grandpa had their
seats of honor in a certain place
and all the other adults watched

as we children opened gift after of revolt that Jews were able to
gift, with "oohs" and "aahs" and establish the first land of self-rule in
laughter.
over 400 years. It was their unwavering determination to preserve
The highlight of the evening was their faith and ethics that allows
the lighting of the candles. My us to celebrate Chanukah, the
grandparents would officiate this Festival of Light.
ceremony, and if we were lucky
enough that our celebration was It’s amazing to consider the conin the middle of Chanukah, each tributions that our people and
of the kids would get to light a candle culture have made to human civiliand listen to a shortened story of zation. We champion compassion
Chanukah.
and justice and protect the rights
of the vulnerable. In the field of
Let’s just say that I really appreciate medicine alone, Jewish contributions
the Maccabees. When I was little, are staggering and continue to be
that tiny bit of oil was represen- so. In an article by popular blogger,
tative of a huge pile of gifts that Lorana Goriss, she notes that “it
came once a year. However, as I was a Jew who created the first
grew up, I realized that Chanukah polio vaccine, who discovered
was an amazing celebration of our insulin, who discovered that aspirin
unwavering commitment as Jews dealt with pain, who discovered
to faith and ideals.
chloral hydrate for convulsions,
who discovered streptomycin,
When King Antiochus conquered who discovered the origin and
the land of Israel, he wanted to spread of infectious diseases, who
erase Judaism and replace it with invented the test for diagnosis of
pagan traditions. He turned the syphilis, who identified the first
Temple in Jerusalem into a Temple cancer virus, who discovered the
for Zeus. His soldiers went from cure for pellagra and added to
town to town to impose the new the knowledge about yellow fever,
religious doctrine. In the town of typhoid, typhus, measles, diphtheModiin, the soldiers asked who ria and influenza. Today, Israel, a
would perform the sacrifice for the nation only 71 years old, has
Greek gods. When a Jew stepped emerged at the forefront of stemforward, a priest name Mattithias cell research, which will, in the
was enraged and he grabbed a near future, give humanity unpresword, slew the blasphemous cedented medical treatment for
Jews and the official soldier. His degenerative diseases.”
sons joined their father in revolt.
One son, Judah, eventually became As we add our lights to the other
the hero, earning Judah the title of twinkling lights of civilization this
Judah the Maccabee (Hammer).
December, we should remember that a little light goes a long
We all know that story of the oil way, and that we should never be
that lasted 8 days and nights, afraid to stand up for what is right.
but it was only after many years Celebrate every day.
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UNDER THE RED TENT
Beth
Feldman

(925) 997-5269

beth@segmation.com

Under the Red Tent is Temple Kol Ami’s intergenerational women’s group which we hope will inspire new friendships,
connection, self-development and learning. Chaired by Beth Feldman along with your help, our women’s group will ignite
your passion to make positive contributions to yourself and the world. Feel free to contact Beth to discover more.

SUNDAY MORNING HIKE

Co-Chaired by Barbara Lurie
DATE: December 8, 2019 TIME: 9:00am PLACE: Gateway Trailhead, McDowell Sonoran Preserve

Meet at 9 am at TKA or at 9:15 at the Gateway Trailhead, McDowell Sonoran Preserve, Scottsdale. Join your friends and
make new ones while you enjoy the outdoors. Choose between two options: a half–one-mile stroll, or an out and back
2–3-mile hike. Both groups will return to the trailhead by 10:45. Optional post-hike coffee/snack outing.
Questions? Please contact Barbara Lurie at blurie@cox.net / Beth Feldman at beth@segmation.com
RSVP: Barbara Lurie at blurie@cox.net

TKA BOOMERS
Maralyn
Hauer

(520) 991-6424

yomamah@aol.com

Kol Ami’s Boomers community is an active, creative, and exciting crowd of members (ages 55+) who enjoy a wide variety of activities together. The TKA Boomers group is your one-stop destination for social, recreational, life-long learning, and ritual programs
and events. We encourage members to create, lead, volunteer, get involved and make new connections. If you have an idea for a
fun-filled outing, opportunity for socializing, trip, class or social action experience, please contact Gary Goldberg.

P BY

RSV

DEC

ER
EMB

6

OLD JEWS TELLING JOKES

DATE: December 29, 2019 TIME: 2:00pm PLACE: Herberger Theater RSVP: By December 6, 2019

Get ready for an outrageous afternoon of one-liners, double-entendres, and hysterical routines and songs sure to triple
you over with laughter! You'll laugh 'til you plotz! Created by Peter Gethers and Daniel Okrent, OLD JEWS TELLING JOKES
showcases five actors in a comedy that pays tribute to and reinvents classic jokes of the past and present. If you're ready
to laugh, join the TKA Boomers for the 2:00PM showing on December 29. Optional lunch prior.
For Tickets contact Susan Guzman at sutyguz@gmail.com / 480-998-1054
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MONTHLY MELODY

Countdown
Emily Kaye

Cantorial Soloist

cannot believe it’s already December. This marks the
one-year anniversary of my engagement to Zachary,
and the one-month countdown to the wedding!

I

lies have talked about over the past year has been our
upcoming wedding. We joke with our parents, wondering
what we're going to talk about after it’s all over!

This year has been filled with so much love and so many
simchas. Planning our wedding has been exciting and so
detail oriented. It has really given me some perspective on
how much goes into planning events. I have a newfound
respect for party planners and event coordinators. It’s so
easy to get caught up in all the details of flowers, food,
entertainment, table settings, etc. However, the most
important thing is that I have been blessed to find my
B’shert, and will officially be a Mrs. in just a few short
weeks!

We are fortunate to be celebrating all weekend long;
kicking it off with an Aufruf here at TKA on January 17th
during Shabbat services. The whole congregation will
be invited to witness a special blessing for Zachary and
myself, given by Rabbi Schneider. After services, we
will celebrate with a special Oneg Shabbat given by my
parents, Julia and Harvey, and Zachary’s parents, Deborah
and Barry. I am looking forward to sharing this meaningful
Shabbat with everyone, and introducing my family and
friends to my Temple family.

Zachary and I are so pleased that our families enjoy
spending time together. We’ve had so much fun with our
parents going to so many appointments. Food tastings,
picking out dresses and suits, and speaking about all the
plans has been a blast. It seems like all that our fami-

People tell you your wedding goes by quickly, and to soak
it all up -- as much as possible. I plan to be in the moment
as much as I can that entire weekend, and to cherish this
special time for the rest of my life.

SINGING WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS
Emily
Kaye

(480) 951-9660

You are invited to join our new choir

and sing in a new, vibrant, community-wide interfaith program!
Beatles Shabbat: With a Little Help from Our Friends.
If you are a Beatles fan, Jewish or not, you won’t want to
miss hearing Hebrew prayers sung to the tune of your
favorite Beatles songs. We will have a professional band,
a volunteer-filled community interfaith choir, and a whole
lot of fun!
One of our goals is to develop a community-wide
interfaith choir for this event, and to continue singing
together throughout the years at meaningful occasions

emily@templekolami.org
for all faiths. We would like to have people from all over the
Valley sing in the choir and learn about each other’s faiths.
What better way to build community than to sing together!
You do not need to read Hebrew or have any musical background to participate in the choir. All you need is love for the
music of the Beatles and a desire to spread joy with song!
Anyone 16 years or older can participate.

Your commitment includes:
· 12 evening rehearsals (1 ½ hrs each) starting Feb. 2020
· 1 dress rehearsal
Spread the word and contact Cantorial Soloist Emily Kaye
to become a part of our Beatles Shabbat and Choir.

Shabbat With A Little Help From Our Friends is supported in part by the
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LIFE & LEGACY SOCIETY
Phil
Adelman

(602) 717-0078

adelman1129@gmail.com

As most of you know, Hannah and I moved into the Beatitudes Campus in July of 2017. In order to move
into our two-bedroom apartment, with den, we had to downsize considerably. One thing that we found
is that more is not better. While downsizing, we found that our children and grandchildren required very
little of the stuff that we had acquired in our sixty years of marriage. They all have their own stuff, so more,
we found out, was not necessarily better. Each of our children and grandchildren took what they wanted,
which was very little. We gave most of our furniture, dishes, silverware, pots and pans to the refugee families that Temple Kol Ami was sponsoring. We are extremely pleased with our move.
We are blessed by having three generations of our family as members of Temple. When it comes to achieving our philanthropic goals, we want Temple to be here for our children, grandchildren and hopefully
great-grandchildren. We found that the easiest way to guarantee this is through planned giving. Many
planned giving articles and brochures that you may read often talk about the different variations and tax
consequences of a planned gift. They sound so complex and mysterious. You can find complicated calculators and tools online that help you decide how to give, what to give and when to give. How, then, can
planned gifts be simple? Trust us, they can be simple.
Did you know that three-fourths of all planned gifts are simple bequests -- gifts made through your will?
These types of gifts create a powerful philanthropic legacy and are a great way to achieve your philanthropic goals. These legacy gifts are very easy to set up -- often one or two sentences in your will is enough to
make a bequest. You can set up your gift when you draft your will. The gifts you make through your will
provide a lasting legacy for future generations. We know that there is no method of determining how much
will be in our estate when we die. However, we found that using percentages, eliminates all confusion. We
left a certain percentage of our estate to our three favorite charities, with Temple being at the top of that
list. We left an equal percentage to each of our three children and directed that the remainder of our estate
be divided equally among any surviving grandchildren or great grandchildren. We don’t have a favorite
child or grandchild.
There are some other simple ways to leave a planned gift to Temple. Some members have selected a portion of life insurance. Others who have a retirement plan, like an IRA, 401(k), 403(b) or pension plan have
designated temple to be a beneficiary of a percentage or of the remaining balance. Others have given the
Temple stock that has appreciated in value and some have just written a check.
The Life and Legacy Society was formed a little over four years ago. Today we have 60 members who have
either donated, left a legacy, or a bequest in their estate plan. We have over $60,000 in our Legacy account
and pledges in excess of $1.6 million dollars. The Temple recognizes those members who have made a
planned gift through membership in our Life and Legacy Society.
We welcome you to ask questions about these easy, simple gifts that leave a legacy for future generations
of Temple members. Just contact Nancy Drapin or send her an email. She will arrange for you to meet with
a member of our Legacy Committee.
Phil Adelman, Chair of the TKA Life and Legacy Society
Nancy Drapin can be reached by email at nancyd@templekolami.org or by calling the Temple Office at (480) 951-9660.
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BUSINESS CONNECT
Nikki
Bernstein

(480) 403-1899

Chad
Okun

(602) 405-7007

NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 11 @ 5:00 pm
Our group is growing! We bring Temple professionals together to do business and give back to the Temple in return for the
opportunity of working b’yachad (together). Our new business directory has over 61 TKA Member listings!

REMODELING THE HOME? SHOPPING FOR JEWELRY? NEED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES?
THERE IS PROBABLY A TKA MEMBER-OWNED BUSINESS THAT CAN HELP YOU WITH YOUR NEEEDS.
CHECK OUT OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY TODAY AT:

templekolami.org/business
BUSINESS CONNECT PROFILE
NIKKI BERNSTEIN, REALTOR ®
As a near-native of Scottsdale/Paradise Valley and graduate of UofA (bachelors) and ASU (masters), I am AZ throughand-through. After launching my career in LA and NYC, I returned home in 2004 and never looked back.
As a mom, wife, and Realtor, I love my kids and husband with everything that I am; they are my joy. Zachie (10) is a
baseball player and avid Yankee fan (along with David), and Emme (8) is an aspiring equestrian.
Although our tenure at TKA is short, the feeling of inclusion is strong and it feels like we have been members for years.
We love participating in all things TKA and truly appreciate being embraced by the congregation so wholeheartedly.
As an energetic person with a zest for life and real estate, I am a top producing Scottsdale and Phoenix Realtor®, Associate Broker, and Team Lead at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices AZ Properties. My clients seek me out for my focus upon property analytics and valuation, along with my steadfast advocacy and adept negotiation skills. I spearhead
my group by example, expecting commitment, innovation, and integrity from my team of dedicated agents. Known in
the profession for delivering the highest level of customer service, I navigate my clients through every aspect of the
real estate sales process.
Why do people call you NikkiB?
A) Because it works and is short B) It fits on my license plate ;)
At The NikkiB Group, we work from the heart to earn your trust, provide value, and deliver joy while helping you find
your way home. We’ve helped several congregants purchase and sell their homes. It would be my pleasure to help you too.

NIKKI BERNSTEIN

www.NikkiBknowsAZ.com
(480) 403-1899
NikkiB@NikkiBknowsAZ.com
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NOSH & KNOW
Carol
Zonis

(480) 220-4033

cfzonis@cox.net

NOSH
& KNOW

Be smarter at the end of the day than you were at the start of the day.
One of the things that makes TKA special is its emphasis on community and relationship building.
"Nosh and Know” is a series of opportunities to come together, discuss ideas with the rabbi, interact with
members, share a few bites and sips, and maybe join others for a light dinner following the program.

Join us at 6:00pm on the following dates for the 2019/2020 season:
January 16; February 20; April 23

SCHMOOZE WITH THE RABBI
Bree
Butler

(480) 951-9660

tkaoffice@templekolami.org

Wednesdays at TKA
Schmooze with the Rabbi is a weekly meeting where we lunch, learn, and shmooze with
Rabbi Schneider about current events and Jewish topics. Bring your lunch and join us at 12:00pm.

*Second Wednesdays feature a storytelling experience and discussion.

TORAH TALK
Saturday Mornings @ 9:00am
DECEMBER 7, 21 JANUARY 4, 18 FEBRUARY 1, 15, 29 MARCH 7, 21 APRIL 4, 18 MAY 2, 16

The Torah is the essential backbone of "Doing Jewish."

But what does it say? What does it mean? How do we learn from it?
These are the same questions our ancestors have contemplated for generations. Glean deeper meaning and
understanding from the scrolls that serve as the basis of our religion, traditions, and culture; join Rabbi Schneider and
lay leaders every other Saturday morning in an exploration of the words, phrases, concepts, and beliefs of our tradition.

No prior Torah study experience or Hebrew skills are needed. All adults are welcome.
Questions? Please contact Rabbi Schneider at rabbi@templekolami.org
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In collaboration with

Save
the
Save
Date!
the
Date!

In collaboration with

A Night Out with Wendy Hammers
One-woman
comedy
A Night
Out with
Wendyshow
Hammers
One-woman comedy show

Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020
SATURDAY,
JANUARY
11,
Saturday,
Jan.
11,
2020
Wendy Hammers is an actress, speaker, dancer, published

Not a Culture & Learning
member? Join today!

author, storyteller, producer, and stand up comic.
Wendy Hammers is an actress, speaker, dancer, published
author, storyteller, producer, and stand up comic.
Pre-event wine bar | Post-event dessert reception

2020

become
a member, contact
Not a To
Culture
& Learning
Nicole
Garber
member?
Join
today!at 480.481.7024
or nicoleg@vosjcc.org.
To become a member, contact
dessert
NicolePost-event
Garber
480.481.7024
post-eventat
dessert
reception
reception
sponsored
by
sponsored
by:
or nicoleg@vosjcc.org.
Post-event dessert
reception sponsored by

Nancy Drapin

Pre-event wine bar | Post-event dessert reception

in honor of JPW

Jewish Professional Women's Group

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE: vosjcc.org/wendyhammers
THIS EVENT BROUGHT TO YOU IN PART BY:

12701 N Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85254

vosjcc.org | 480.483.7121
Funded in part by the Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix

vosjcc.org | 480.483.7121
12701 N Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85254
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DECEMBER 20, 2019

Join us for a full and delicious
Chanukah Dinner -- including latkes!

New York Bagels 'N Bialys
Catered by:

REGISTER FOR DINNER AT
TEMPLEKOLAMI.ORG/GIVE
5:00 PM JUICETAILS 5:30 PM TOT SHABBAT 6:00 PM CAFE KOL AMI 7:00 PM ROCK SHABBAT

Temple Kol Ami's Got Talent: All-Ages Dinner Theatre

Sunday, December 22 @ 5:00pm

Enjoy 8 performances from our talented TKA Members
Vote for your favorites! The winner will receive a cover shoot for the Voice!

FREE DINNER PROVIDED

Free dinner and entertainment for the whole family! It's the first night of
Chanukah, so bring your Chanukiah and participate in our group lighting!
Questions? Contact Emily Kaye

emily@templekolami.org / 480-951-9660
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MESSAGE FROM THE ECC

Bright Little Lights
Debbie Glassman

Early Childhood Center Director

S

ip Sip Hooray was simply an amazing and fabulous
evening! I would like to thank everyone who contributed their time and resources for another successful fundraiser. I especially want to thank Stacy Kaplan
and Kim Rudin for the phenomenal job they did planning
our event this year! We are incredibly grateful to the generous sponsors, parent volunteers, ECC parents, and all
of our silent auction donors, in addition to everyone who
attended Sip Sip Hooray.

always have a great time singing festive Chanukah songs
with Emily. This is such an exciting morning for all the
children, teachers, and parents!

Sip Sip Hooray Sponsors:
Biltmore Cardiology
G.G. Gems
Kreativ Works (Kim & Josh Rudin)
Jay Krich
Nancy & Mahesh Lad
Batya & Joseph Ref
Nancy Drapin-Reichlyn & Stewart Reichlyn
Rabbi Jeremy Schneider & Cantorial Soloist Emily Kaye
Sonora Investment Management (Mike Arko)

I have countless cherished memories celebrating
Chanukah with my parents, grandparents, siblings, children, and grandchildren over the years. I am so fortunate
to celebrate Chanukah with our ECC families every year!
I love watching our precious little ones experience the
beautiful traditions of this joyous holiday. Their bright
little faces continue to light up my life from year to year in
both my own family as well as my Temple Kol Ami family.

We are looking forward to our annual ECC Chanukah Party.
Parent volunteers will set up different stations in the
social hall that include a variety of fun Chanukah activities
for the children. They will make decorative art projects,
eat delicious potato latkes and edible dreidels, and they

Linda Feldman, the Director of Family Education at the
Bureau of Jewish Education, will be here for her wonderful Chanukah presentation. The children will learn how
to make oil from olives, and they really enjoy her educa‑
tional, hands-on holiday program.

I wish you all a very Happy Chanukah!
L’Shalom,
Debbie Glassman
Early Childhood Director
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A Temple Kol Ami member with a
huge heart has generously offered to match
donations to our School Refresh Project—dollar for dollar—up to $125,000!
This generous matching grant will multiply the power of your gift to turn Temple Kol Ami’s classrooms
into light-filled, contemporary environments that will benefit all Temple learners—both young and
old—for years to come.

Now is the perfect time to make your year-end, tax-deductible donation.
Give today at templekolami.org/match
WE NEED EVERYONE'S HELP -- GIVE AT YOUR COMFORT LEVEL -- EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS (TWICE 😁)

created with love in one
of our beautiful new classrooms!
artwork by

Brody Kaplan
PRE-K
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

I’m going to Israel.
Shalom Chaverim!
Carly Kastner

Youth Engagement Director

A

s a part of my current studies in the Executive
Master’s Program at Hebrew Union College, I
have the extremely fortunate opportunity
to go to Israel this December and study at the
Jerusalem campus of HUC. Our studies will focus on
current affairs and politics in Israel to gain a better
understanding of what life is like for a person living
in Israel today.
My one and only trip to Israel thus far was a trip
with Birth Right in 2008. I remember the day before
my New York flight to Tel Aviv, a bomb struck in an
Israeli town near Gaza. Though our parents
expressed concerns for our travels to a country in
conflict, we pressed on and boarded our flight. The
interesting thing is, amidst the constant American
news thread of bombs and terrorism in the Middle
East, being in Israel felt totally different than a CNN
“breaking news” report. There was a calmness to the
streets -- especially on Shabbat.

There was an innate trust in the strangers around
me. When shopping at the Machne Yehuda, I even
ran into some Israeli friends I had met at camp the
previous summer; a testament to just how small the
world actually is. I felt safer walking the streets of
Haifa at night than I did in my home neighborhood
in Phoenix. There’s something special about being
a Jew and knowing that all who surround me are
Jewish too. Being a part of a synagogue community
is as close to that feeling as an American can get.
I can’t wait to attend courses at the HUC campus
in Jerusalem and spend the New Year with fellow
cohort members. I look forward to bringing back
new knowledge to Kol Ami about Israel and, hopefully, carry with me that feeling of being safe with
my fellow tribe members.
Wishing you a very Happy Chanukah (and a Merry
Christmas to our Interfaith families) and a fantastic
New Year!

D E C E M B E R Y O U T H & FA M I LY E V E N T S
DEC.

1

DEC.

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Happy Thanksgiving!

6

4:00pm
KATY Board Meeting

DEC.

NFTY Social Action Day
9th–12th Grade
Register at southwest.nfty.org

7

DEC.

7

10:30am
Luke Mason becomes a Bar Mitzvah

DEC.

DEC.

8

9:00am–12:00pm
K–8 Religious School

DEC.

5:00pm
NFTY Chanukah Party (5th–8th Grade)
tinyurl.com/tkayouthgroup

DEC.

DEC.

5:00pm–8:00pm
KATY Chanukah Party
RSVP at tinyurl.com/tkakaty

JAN.

DEC.

9:00am–12:00pm
Pre-K Chaverim Class
and K–8 Religious School

8

14
15

T E M PL E KOL A M I : I T ’ S W H E R E W E D O J E W I S H

20
22
5

6:00pm Café Kol Ami
7:00pm Kindergarten Consecration Shabbat
RSVP required for Café Kol Ami dinner
December 22–January 4
WINTER BREAK
9:00am–12:00pm
K-8 Religious School resumes!

DECEMBER 2019 | KISLEV–TEVET 5780

15

T EM P L E YO UT H
2019–2020 KATY TEEN LEADERSHIP

KATY

A MESSAGE FROM OUR KATY PRESIDENT

Shalom! My name is Ryland Davidson, current
President of KATY (Kol Ami Temple Youth), and
a junior at Cactus Shadows High School. This
summer, I had the amazing opportunity to travel to Israel with 32 of my closest friends through
the Big Trip Israel at Camp Daisy and Harry
Stein. Throughout the month that I spent there
I learned so much about what it means to be a
Jew.
From a young age, it seems we are told that
Judaism is more than just a religion. It can be a
culture, a lifestyle, and, most importantly, it is a
community. After this once in a lifetime opportunity, I have found the truth in these ideas.

From the moment I stepped off the plane in Tel
Aviv I felt at home. I hope to be able to create an
environment within KATY where the moment
a teen steps into an event they feel the same
connection to the group as I did to Israel.
If you have any questions about KATY or the Big
Trip, feel free to reach out to me.
Sincerely,
Ryland Davidson

A MESSAGE FROM KATY BOARD MEMBER MACY SINUK

My name is Macey Sinuk and I’m a junior at I’d ever said were directed at that very spot and I
Pinnacle High School. I’m currently a member of couldn’t feel anything but joy.
our teen youth group board (KATY), and on the
Being a teen leader on the KATY and JSU boards
board of my school's Jewish Student Union.
helps me feel like I have a voice. Both of these
I visited Israel this summer through my positions allow me to plan events and create
summer camp, Camp Stein. Judaism is a huge programs for other Jewish teens. They’re both
part of my identity and something most of my filled with extremely welcoming people and I
friends know about me. Visiting Israel with my strive to give off the same energy towards newbest friends was an unforgettable experience. comers. I hope to continue these positions and
Not only was it eye opening to learn about my encourage others to get involved if they aren’t
culture and the history of Israel, but I felt more already!
connected to my religion.
Sincerely,
The second I was in front of the Western Wall,
Macy Sinuk
everything started to make sense. All the prayers
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YOUR TEMPLE, YOUR FAMILY
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SEPTEMBER 9–OCTOBER 15
Thank you for your heartfelt donations!

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of Linda Goldstein
William Goldstein & Goldie Simon

In Honor of Emily Kaye for Kever Avot
Memorial Service
Mt. Sinai Cemetary

In Honor of our Great-Grandchild,
Evilyn Grace “Chana”
Ben & Esther Zlochower

In Memory of Seymour Plotkin
Ralph & Rita Segal

ESTHER BLOOMFIELD RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL FUND
In Honor of Phil & Hannah Adelman’s
Weekly Services at McDowell Village
Harriet Williams

In Memory of Patti Grossman’s mother,
Sybil Berkowitz
Dan & Patti Singer
Sylvia Horwitz

In Memory of Benjamin Eagle
Mel & Barbara Rothman
In Memory of Ernest Emas and Emily
Cooper
Martin & Terry Brown
In Memory of Rose Levine
Bernard Levine
CANTORIAL SOLOIST’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of Emily Kaye
Richard & Harriet Mesh

In Memory of Patti Grossman’s Mother,
Sybil Berkowitz
Michael & Glenna Gibbons,
Gabriel Gibbons & Family,
and Goldie Goldstein & Family

In Memory of Jenna Smilack
Gayle & Jerry Smilack
In Honor of Nestor & Susan Guzman
Richard & Marcea Azimov

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND
In Honor of the Birth of Judy & Mitch
Reichman’s Granddaughter
Michael & Glenna Gibbons

WHERE IT IS NEEDED MOST
In Memory of Larry Chait
Dan & Patti Singer
In Memory of Daniel Rosenbloom
Arthur & Jane Rosenbloom

NEW MEMBERS
Jeremy Bogart
& Elysa Shaw

Welcome!

Maria Dils

13

DECEMBER

7:00pm
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1		
2		
		
		
3		
		
4		
		
5		
		
6		
		
8		
9		
10
		
11
12
		
13

Sandra Barnett
Mara Kotansky
Donna Moog
Nathan Pattee
Scott Kass
Layla Hampshire
Amy Floyd
Steven Weitzenkorn
Travis Crites
Maralyn Hauer
Zachary Adland
Jordan Fillers
Arthur Rosenbloom
Susan Hymson
Gregory Goldsand
Jeffrey Ricken
Paul Griem
Joey Adelman
Zak House
Nancy McIntosh

BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 2019
13
14
		
15
		
16
17
		
18
19
		
		
20
		
21
		
22
		
		
		

Rob Resnik
Kathrine Blechman
Patricia Landay
Michael Ahearn
Russell Palay
Leonard Krich
Karen Simon
Cameron Cohen
Andrea Vakneen
Randi Berner
Ileen Herberg
Michael Reynolds
Nicole Bernstein
Marla Yablon
Andrea Lazar
David Silverman
Michael Greenberg
John Horwitz
Adolyn Kahn
Mildred Leeper

22
23
		
		
24
25
26
		
27
		
		
29
		
		
30
		
		
		

Sandra Marion
Ganine Davis
Josh Sosnow
Jennifer Stein
Gregg Woodnick
Tyler Heymann
Mara Linder
Matthew Perlmutter
Penny Abbate
Kenneth Rosenfeld
Raina Sinclair
Lisa Nuanez
Greta Nye
Sally Shoffer
Allen Bress
Patrick Levengood
Phyllis Sosnow
Susan Steinacher

ANNIVERSARIES
DECEMBER 2019
1		 Robert and Adriane Leavitt
2		 Michael and Melanie Halpert
3		 Wesley and Greta Nye
4		 Debra and Jeffrey Berlin
			 – 36 Years Double Chai!
		 Marc and Adrea Maher
6		 Daniel and Kelly Romm
			 – 5 years
10 Irv and Barbara Berger
14 Beverly Dajches and Stan Rosen
		 Aaron and Jennifer Stein

16 Howard and Robin Asaki
			 – 40 Years
		 Craig and Jacqueline Davidson
17 Michael and Maralyn Hauer
18 Fred and Agnes Goldman
21 Josh and Paige Cohen
22 Steven and Arline Cohen
			 – 45 Years
		 Richard and Toby Staenberg
			 – 45 Years
23 Irwin and Patti Grossman

T E M PL E KOL A M I : I T ’ S W H E R E W E D O J E W I S H

23 Jonathan and Robyn Rosenthal
		 Arlen and Marcia Solochek
29 Jodi and Gregg Woodnick
			 – 18 Years Chai!
30 Mark and Julie Dillon
31 Chad and Michelle Okun
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

KISLEV–TEVET 5780

SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

3

4

Introduction to
Judaism with
Rabbi Schneider
7:00pm

Schmooze
with the Rabbi
12:00pm

DECEMBER 2019

THURSDAY
5

FRIDAY
6
Shabbat
7:00pm

SATURDAY
7
new program

Torah Talk
9:00am
see page 15

Mah Jongg
6:30pm
Board Meeting
7:00pm

8

9

Religious School
9:00am
Adult B'nei
Mitzvah Class
9:00am

10

11

Introduction to
Judaism with
Rabbi Schneider
7:00pm

Schmooze
with the Rabbi:
Storytelling
12:00pm

12

13

14

Shabbat with
Rabbi Herring
and Raina
7:00pm

KATY Chanukah
Party
5:00pm

20

21
Torah Talk
9:00am

SOCIAL ACTION

Ronald McDonald
House

UNDER THE RED TENT

see page 2

Morning Hike
9:00am

Business Connect
5:00pm

see page 5

Mah Jongg
6:30pm
15

16

Pre-K Chaverim
9:00am
Religious School
Spring Chugs Due
9:00am

17

18

19

Introduction to
Judaism with
Rabbi Schneider
7:00pm

Schmooze
with the Rabbi
12:00pm

ECC Chanukah
Celebration
8:00am

Mah Jongg
6:30pm

Wine & Juicetails
5:00pm

Adult B'nei
Mitzvah Class
9:00am

new program

see page 15

Tot Shabbat
5:30pm
Café Kol Ami
6:00pm
see page 11

Kindergarten
Consecration
Shabbat
7:00pm
22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Chanukah
First Candle

Chanukah
Second Candle

Chanukah
Third Candle

Chanukah
Fourth Candle

Chanukah
Fifth Candle

Chanukah
Sixth Candle

Chanukah
Seventh Candle

TKA's Got Talent
Dinner Theatre
5:00pm

ECC Winter Camp

ECC CLOSED

ECC CLOSED

ECC Winter Camp

ECC Winter Camp

TKA OFFICE CLOSED

TKA OFFICE CLOSED

see page 11

SOCIAL ACTION

Andre House

Shabbat
7:00pm

see page 2

29

30

31

Chanukah
Eighth Candle

ECC Winter Camp

ECC CLOSED
TKA OFFICE CLOSED

BOOMERS

Old Jews
Telling Jokes
2:00pm

see page 5
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For All Your Ground Transportation Needs
Jeffrey Berlin
(623) 293-0589
reservations@altphx.com
10% Discount to Fellow Congregants

480.403.1899 | www.NikkiBknowsAZ.com | NikkiB@NikkiBknowsAZ.com
14635 N. Kierland Blvd. Ste. 160, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 | 480.505.6300

The NikkiB Group

An independently owned and operated member of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

LIVING TRUSTS & WILLS
Preserve Your Legacy.

Schedule your FREE consultation or attend a workshop.
Ask for Parishioner Discount • Catholic Owned & Operated

Call Today 480.346.3571

www.TempleKolAmi.org

• REFRIGERATION
• AIR CONDITIONING
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

602-957-3745

service@AccuTempAZ.com

Sinai Mortuary
(602) 248-0030

Raymond Perlman, Member, Beth El

Contact Cindy Kelly to place an ad today!
ckelly@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2695

A trusted name for 50 years

Ask Your Rabbi
Valleys only Jewish Funeral Home
4538 North Sixteenth St.

MAZEL MUSIC
INTERACTIVE
DJ’S
DEBRA & JOHN
GROBMEIER

602-971-3188

Andy Yu DDS
FAMILY • COSMETICS • IMPLANTS

480-991-8223
3143 E. Greenway Rd.

602-485-1919

Gluten Free Products
www.sardellaspizza.com
*Bring in this ad for 20% discount
(not valid w/other offers or discounts)

6339 E. Greenway Rd. #113
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
“YOU DON’T HAVE TO PRAY WHEN
YOU SIT IN OUR CHAIRS!”
27 Hole Golf Course
Event Venue & Grille

Show this ad & receive 10% off food & beverage
of Bar & Bat Mitzvahs & Weddings
11500 N. Hayden Rd. | Scottsdale, AZ | 480-948-6000 | www.starfiregolfclub.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Temple Kol Ami, Scottsdale, AZ

A 4C 05-0800

Temple Kol Ami

15030 North 64th Street
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254-2600
w w w.templekolami.org

You're invited to sing in our Interfaith "Beatles" Choir!

beatles choir info
SEE PAGE 6 FOR DETAILS

With a Little Help From Our Friends
Shabbat With A Little Help From Our Friends is supported in part by the
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