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The pain was incredible. �

�

Last week, I was running with my dog Blue when I felt an 

old familiar pang in my left hamstring.  I love running but my ham-

string was really hurting and the pain was making it hard to continue.  

My one thought was, “Make it stop!”�

�

Nobody likes going through pain. I know I don’t. �

�

But pain serves a purpose. Pain focuses us in a way that 

nothing else can. It shakes us loose and propels us out of our comfort 

zone. It stops our routine and demands our attention.�

�

The past months have been full of pain. Some of the pain 

has been direct � the pain of illness or of losing a loved one. Or the 

pain of losing a job or dealing with a major economic setback.�

�

Some of the pain has been indirect. Like the pain of living, 

day after day, with a general sense that things aren’t quite right. Or 

the pain of losing the things we took for granted. Maybe you’ve even 

experienced the pain that comes from living in close quarters with 

spouses and children you love…but you don’t have enough absence 

to make your heart grow fonder...�

�

I think you also felt pain from being away from Jesus 

Christ in the Eucharist. For some of you, that pain was obvious. For 

others, it was more subtle. Maybe you didn’t even notice it until now, 

as you read this letter. �

�

I want you to take a moment right now and think of our 

quiet church, with the altar, the tabernacle, the crucifix and the can-

dles…and remember the smell of incense and the feeling of peace 

that washes over you when you’re deep in prayer. Do that, and I 

think you might start to realize just how much you’ve been missing 

our parish community. And how painful this past year has been be-

cause you were deprived the Eucharist at Mass and you were de-

prived the visible love, friendship and support of your parish family.�

�

Hopefully the pain of this past year helped to focus 

your attention on what is important in in life. Faith. 

Family. Health. Friendship. Kindness. Community.�

�

We are, God willing, turning the corner on the pandemic. 

Vaccines are being distributed to those who need them. Businesses, 

schools and hospitals are settling into a rhythm. It will take time to 

return to normal, but we know the day is coming. �

�

And I want you to know that our parish will be ready. 

We’ll be here to welcome you � and all your friends, neighbors and 

fellow parishioners � with open arms. �

�

I’ve spent months reflecting on this pandemic, and how it 

has impacted our Church and community. And as the pain of these 

dark months subsides, I find myself focused like never before. I’m 

focused, grateful and excited for everything that lies ahead of us in 

2021. God has done so many good things in the last year. I see his 

hand at work � especially now!�

�

Here’s what I know today: �

�� � We are coming back from this, and our parish will �

�� be stronger because of it.�

�� � We are going to celebrate our return to the Eucharist 

� � � � and our parish “re�opening” in a big way. I think we �

� � � � could all use a celebration this year, and I personally �

� � � � can’t wait. Stay tuned for more details.  �

�� � As things return to normal, we will cherish every �

� � � � moment of community and fellowship and take �

�� nothing for granted.�

�

I hope you know that I never take you for granted either. 

Your support of our parish means the world to me, and I appreciate 

all that you do.�

�

You and your family are in my prayers, and I hope that I 

am in yours. �

�

Gratefully in Christ,�

By Fr. Steve 

Davoren 

Weekday Masses�

    Monday through Saturday: 8:00 a.m. 

�

Weekend Masses�

    Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. (in the  church) 

    Sunday: 8:00 (in the church) 

     9:00 (on the lawn) and 4:00 p.m.  (in the  church) 

 

Reconciliation�

    Monday through Friday: 4:45 to 5:15 p.m. 

    Saturday: 9:00  to  9:30 a.m. and 3:45  to 4:45 p.m. 

      (or by appointment) 

Pastor: Rev. Steve Davoren�

Associate Pastor: Rev. Vivian Ben Lima                        

Deacon: Dn. Brian Conroy 
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�

Our Text�To�Give service allows you to �

securely make a gift to St. Mel with a �

simple text message.�

Text a dollar amount to give today!�

Text “Enroll” to keep giving!�

�

Reconciliation�

    Monday through Friday: 4:45 to 5:15 p.m. 

  

The Parish Center is OPEN from 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily�

 

Please call us at (818) 340-6020. 

 

Pastor: Rev. Steve Davoren�

Associate Pastor: Rev. Vivian Ben Lima                        

Deacon: Dn. Brian Conroy 
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The St. Mel chapter of the Society of St. Vincent DePaul is 

collecting personal hygiene products for distribution to the 

homeless. �

�

We’re asking for toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, deodorant, 

shampoo, conditioners, lotions and mouthwash.� We especially 

want to collect white athletic sox that are always in great �

demand. You can collect these items during hotel visits or �

purchase “travel size” products.� Donations can be left at the 

parish center or at the front of the church with your food �

contributions.� St. Vincent DePaul volunteers will assemble �

personal hygiene kits to be distributed�to local homeless �

facilities.� �

�

Your generosity and thoughtfulness will be �

greatly appreciated by those in need.�

�

St. Mel on  

Social Media�

Follow us on Instagram:�

StMel_WoodlandHills �

Like us on Facebook:�

SaintMelParish �

Follow us on Twitter:�

@SaintMelParish�

MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Saturday Vigil�

5:00 p.m. in the church �

�

�

Sunday�

8:00 a.m. in the church�

10:00 a.m. on the lawn�

4:00 p.m. in the church�

�

�

Or view online on Facebook�

or www.vimeo.com/stmel�

�

�

�

�

�

Sign�up to have your �

home blessed at:�

bit.ly/StMelHomeBlessing�

�

Whether you’re single, a couple or any 

size family � in a house, an apartment or �

whatever dwelling you call “home,” let �

us come to bless your sacred space.�



�

Liturgical Ministries�

�

We are so very excited to share that with so many Covid-19 restrictions lifting in the very near future that we are starting training in so many different ministries and 

would love to welcome you: 

 

Altar Serving Ministry- The first trainee meeting was on May 26th in the church. We will be walking our newest servers through their first steps to learn the ministry 

all through summer. The ministry is open to any grade levels, starting in the 5th grade this coming fall, including those all the way up to high school for those later in 

life who wish to serve at His altar. The server needs their first two initiation sacraments (Baptism and First Holy Communion). There is still time to join us!! 

 

Lector Ministry: We will start a four-session series training to proclaim His Word each Tuesday night starting on June 22nd and ending on July 13th. Each session is 

approximately 90 minutes. To proclaim His Word is a joy and privilege. You will learn about the history of the ministry along with practicum at the very first session. 

Please contact me to discuss the ministry and to see if it is a good fit for your gifts!!  

 

Ushers/Hospitality: We have been very blessed with our ushers who have served with us throughout Covid! It is time to encourage more people to become a part of 

the ministry, not only for service as an usher but our need for hospitality (Greeting those coming to mass with a welcoming smile!) We are holding a general meeting 

on June 9th at 6:30 pm – please email me if you can join us that night! 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: We will set up a training session in the very near future! And we would love to welcome you to the ministry- all helpful hands needed!   

 

Kerry E. Edwards Liturgy Coordinator 

kedwards@stmel.org  

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation�

�

Whether this is your first time visiting St. Mel or you are a life time parishioner, our goal is to provide a welcoming environment where you can encounter Christ and 

grow in your faith.  Your faith journey is important to us and so we offer several opportunities.     

 

RCIA – Interested in the Catholic Faith?  Considering joining the church?  Come join us to learn about the faith. 

Adult Confirmation – This is the last of the sacraments of initiation.  Contact us to complete what you began at your baptism.   

Small Groups BIG Faith – We have several groups that meet once a month to reflect, share and grow closer to Christ together.  This is a great way to connect with 

others on the journey.  Dads, Moms, Young Adults, and more! 

More Adult Faith Formation Opportunities coming this Fall…. We are planning and looking for ways to invite, engage and grow with all the adults in our parish.  Keep 

your ears and eyes out and contact us if you would like to get involved. 

 

Monica Matthews   

818 340-6020 ext. 1026 

mmatthews@stmel.org. 

Faith Formation for Children �

 

I’m pleased to share that Faith Formation recently ended our on-line program year!  Last month 70 children received the sacrament of 1st Holy Communion. 

Registration for the2021-22 year will be available online by mid-July.  Classes will resume mid-September & our program will be hybrid this year.   

 

Whether you are interested in Sacrament preparation or ongoing faith formation for your child we would love to be a part of your family’s faith journey. 

It is important to note that our program is run solely on volunteers.  Currently we do not have enough volunteers to staff all grade levels and are in great need of 

adults willing to share their faith with our youth.   

 

FAITH is without a doubt the MOST valuable gift we can give our children.  If you are so inclined to share yours, please let me know! 

Please email or call me directly for more information. 

 

Thank you and God Bless! 

 

Lisa Feliciano  Director of Faith Formation 

818 340-6020 ext. 1022  

LFeliciano@stmel.org 
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22554 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 102 | Woodland Hills, CA 91364

818-224-2970
WWW.JOSEPHOSCIARRADDS.COM

It’s More Than Retirement. It’s Five-Star Fun.
8138 Woodlake Ave • West Hills • (818) 206-9404

www.leisurecare.com • Assisted Living Services Available

      A LEISURE CARE PREMIER COMMUNITY

Jim’s
Fallbrook Market

Meat • Groceries
Produce • Ice • Keg Beer

FRESH FISH COUNTER
5947 Fallbrook
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Shamrock 
Plumbing Service
Sewer Cleaning & Repair Specialists

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Woodland Hills 348-1878

818-347-6800
Long Time St. Mel Parishioner

21936 Ventura Blvd
at Topanga Canyon

Woodland Hills, CA 91364

www.franklinshardware.com

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

The Old House
Wiring Specialist!
818.533.1975

Lic 600983
Local

Parishioner $25
OFF
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Ed Perrott - FDR-1955 • (818) 886-8600

18728 Parthenia Street, Northridge
       Se Habla Español                             FD#1198

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Contact John Lascor to place an ad today!
jlascor@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5878

Contact John Lascor to place an ad today!
jlascor@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5878

 Paul Ferreccio – Realtor®  |  (818) 469-4384 DRE# 01099719
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23925 Park Sorrento 

Calabasas, CA 91302

California Properties

Escape To Cabo San Lucas
5 Star Resort, 2Bd. 3 Ba. Condo
W/Terrace on Swimmable Medano Beach
Reserve with The Owner, Call (818) 884-1171 Office
(818) 897-6776 Cell. Or Email ranelson115@me.com
For Rates and Availability                   Nelson Family, Parishioners

818-646-1771 • aichc.org
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Today we honor our pastor,�

�

Fr. Steve �

Davoren�

�

as he celebrates the�

25th Anniversary of�

his ordination to�

the priesthood.�

�

�

�

We thank him for his service to St. Mel parish�

and to the Los Angeles Archdiocese and we�

look forward to many more years with him as�

our leader, our brother and friend.�


