A YEAR OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

A Letter From Our Principal & Pastor
F

Dear Family and Friends of Annunciation Catholic School,
God continues to bless our school with so many gifts and accomplishments. The end of our ninth year saw
the graduation of our third consecutive 8th grade class with 100% acceptance into Catholic high schools.
Our alumni are doing amazing things in high school – service work, honors classes, dual enrollment
classes, leadership roles, athletics and more. You will read a sampling of those accomplishments on the
alumni page in this report.
This fall we will reach another milestone in the brief history of Annunciation as we seek accreditation
through the Western Catholic Education Association (WCEA). New schools must graduate three classes
before being eligible for accreditation, and we have reached that point. The Visiting Accreditation Team
will be on campus for a three-day visit, November 28-30, 2018. The school community has been preparing
for accreditation for 18 months through the Self-Study process that includes a comprehensive selfassessment of all aspects of the school and the creation of a 3-year Action Plan. More details regarding the
accreditation process are included in this report. Next fall, our Annual Report will be announcing our
active accreditation status!

This fall we reached an enrollment of 219 students -- 97% capacity. While the number of students may
have changed, our mission has not. As part of the accreditation process, the entire school community
reviewed and revised our mission statement to read, “Within our strong, Catholic community, we develop
children to their fullest God-given potential – spiritually, intellectually, morally, socially, and
physically.” God always comes first as we strive to educate the whole child, and we are committed to
developing every child according to his abilities. It is our fidelity to God’s will and God’s timeline that has
brought us successfully to this point and will guide us to the many milestones yet to come.
Your annual appeal gifts during the past year helped finance the tuition gap, which is the difference
between the actual per pupil cost to educate and the tuition rate, a difference of $1,450 . By contributing
to our operating costs, the annual appeal makes it possible to keep our class sizes smaller, hire quality
teachers, and invest in the best instructional materials for our students. The administration and faculty
express sincere gratitude to everyone who so kindly contributed to support our school and students
through the 2017-2018 Annual Appeal.

As we begin our tenth year, we have much to look forward to – accreditation, continued growth, a
permanent building, and whatever else God has in store for us. We are proud to say our mission statement
is lived out on our campus every day.
Fr. John was assigned as the Interim Parochial Administrator on May 14, 2018, and because of Fr. Dennis'
health issues was re-assigned as the Permanent Administrator on October 14, 2018. I am Happy to be
here and look forward to working with the School Staff and Administration.
In God’s Peace,

Father John Slobig
Dr. Sharon H. Pristash
Principal

Father John Slobig

Accomplishments
Congratulations to the Class of 2018
Third Consecutive year with 100% of the students were accepted to
a Catholic High School.

Nathan Lee Bowen

Notre Dame Preparatory

Corinne Sophia Cordell

Xavier College Preparatory

Michael Alexander DukeV**

Brophy College Preparatory

Valerie Espino

Xavier College Preparatory

Clara Pauline Hill

Cactus Shadows High School

Jordan Elizabeth Hils

Notre Dame Preparatory

Samuel A. Hudson

Bourgade Catholic High School

Madelyn Khoury

Xavier College Preparatory

Carlos Montalvo**

Brophy College Preparatory

Dominick John Morowa

Notre Dame Preparatory

Natalie Grace Schlarb**

Notre dame Preparatory

Hailey Kay Schwartz**

Xavier College Preparatory

Balthazar Elijah Weis

Notre Dame Preparatory

** With Distinction or Honors

V Michael Duke, Christian Service Award
Recipient with Bishop Thomas Olmsted

Congratulations to Michael
Duke, Class of 2018, recipient
of the Catholic Community
Foundation Christian Service
Award. Michael was one of
thirty five students in the state
to receive this award.
Eligibility was determined by
service hour records,
recommendations from school
administration, a pastor
recommendation, and a 500
word essay. Recipients were
awarded an $8,000-$12,000
scholarship for tuition over a
four year period. He is the 4th
graduate from Annunciation to
receive this award.

All residents of Arizona who pay
state income tax can redirect those
tax dollars to Annunciation Catholic
School. Single individuals may redirect $1,107.00 and couples
filing jointly may redirect $2,213.00. Deadline is April 15th to
claim this credit for the previous tax year. To redirect your taxes
go to http://catholiceducationarizona.org/.
For more
information contact Keli McCann at kmccann@acsphx.org.

Alumni News
Class of 2016
ACS Alumni Inducted into the National Honor Society
Congratulations to five of our Class of 2016 alumni: Megan Galbr eath , Er in Hill, Tayler
Killoren, Michelle Montalvo and Caroline Thorpe, all juniors at Xavier College Preparatory, were inducted
into the National Honor Society as sophomores. To be eligible for National Honor Society, a student must
have 3 semesters of high school with a minimum grade point of average of 3.75. Xavier requires their students
to have at least a 3.8 GPA. These young ladies are hard working students who also participate in time
consuming extra curricular school activities such as orchestra, basketball, mountain biking, tennis, swimming
and rowing. We are so proud of these young ladies!

2015-16 Financial Statements

Tayler Killoren w as nom inated for th e Congr ess of Futur e Science and
Technology Leaders in Lowell, MA on June 29. The Congress is an honors-only
program for high school students who are passionate about science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM). Tayler is also a member of the Xavier Prep
Crew Team that took 3rd place at Scholastic Nationals. She was inducted into the
Regina Caeli Chapter of the National Honor Society and the National French Honor
Society.

Michelle Montalvo is a m em ber of EPICS (Engineer ing Pr ojects in
Community Service), a design-based, service learning program that teaches students
about engineering and technology fields while civically engaging them in their local
communities. In this program, teams of students work together on projects that
address the engineering and technology-based needs of community service and
educational organizations. Michelle is currently enrolled in AP American Literature,
AP US History, Honors Physics, Honors Pre-calculus, and Honors Spanish III. She is
a member of Key Club, National Honors Society, Xavier Young Vincentians, and St.
Francis Tutoring Club.

Erin Hill is a junior at Xavier Pr epar ator y. Er in volunteer ed dur ing “Girls
Just Want to Have Fun” week at Camp Civitan. In addition to Camp Civitan, Erin
traveled to Ecuador in June on a mission trip to help with a building project and to
plant Cacao trees in a remote Amazon village. This year Erin was chosen as 1st chair
for cello for the Brophy/Xavier Orchestra and accepted into the Honor Health
Medical Explorers Club. Erin is currently enrolled in AP Language & Composition, AP
Physics, AP US History, Honors Spanish 3, Honors Pre-Calculus, and Honors
Orchestra. She is a member of the National Honors Society, the Xavier President's
Council, and she is the captain of the Xavier Mountain Bike Team.
Erin also
volunteers at XCP as a morning messenger and as a teaching assistant for AP
Biology.

Angels Flying High
Class of 2017
Mark Rossbach is a soph om or e at Br oph y College Pr epar atory
where he is excelling in Honors English 2, Honors Chemistry and
Honors Algebra 2. He is in his second year on the Mountain Biking
Team and he recently took 3rd place racing for the JV2 team at NICA
(National Interscholastic Cycling Arizona) race in Prescott. Mark is also
a photographer for the Round Up magazine at Brophy. Mark took first
place in the Environmental Science-Energy category of Brophy's Science
Fair. His project focused on the effects of temperature on electricity
production of photovoltaic solar cells. He proved that colder cell surface
temperatures lead to more electric output of the cell.
Dayton McCann is a soph om or e at B r oph y College Pr epar ator y w her e h e is
excelling in Honors Geometry and Honors Environmental Science. He is enrolled in two
duel enrollment classes at Rio Salado to earn college credits while fulfilling his sophomore
required classes (US History and Environmental science). He participated on the Brophy
Bronoc’s JV-B soccer team where they had an undefeated season and Track & Field team
while continuing to play year round soccer for Real Salt Lake Soccer Club Arizona Premier
league ‘02 team.
Lauryn Carter is a soph om or e at Xavier College Pr ep. Laur yn w as selected to
the Great Books Curriculum Program: A four-year integrated program of English,
Theology, and Social Studies for the gifted and serious reader. In addition to her Great
Books coursework, she takes AP Biology, Honors Algebra 2 and Honors Spanish 2. Lauryn
maintains a 4.4/4.0 GPA and was granted first honors. Last year she was named Offensive
Player of the Year for the Freshman Volleyball team.
Noah Lederer is a soph om or e at B r oph y and is taking Honor s English,
Honors Geometry, Honors Environmental Science. He is a contributing writer for
Brophy’s newspaper. He enjoys his extracurricular activities which include the finance
club, rap club, young centrist, and free speech club.

Liam McSherry is a soph om or e at Notr e Dam e Pr epar ator y.
As a freshman, Liam made the Varsity soccer team and was named
MVP for the 2017-2018 season.
Andy Kimerling is a soph om or e at Notr e Dam e Pr epar ator y.
As a freshman, Andy made the Varsity Soccer team and played as the
starting Goalie for the 2017-2018 season.
Together at the NDP Sports Award Ceremony;
Andy Kimerling (Left) & Liam McSherry (Right)

Community
Business
Partner

General Donations
ns
Ms. Marinella Agatep
Ms. Marcia Balestrino
Mr. Brian Bart
Mr. Ronald Baumann
Mr. Jose Caalim
Mr. Michael D. Clark
Ms. Diane Despathy
Mrs. Susan Dupart

Mr. and Mrs. Blas Espino
Mr. Lucian Fraser
Mr. Michael Frazier
Mr. Ronald Grove
Mr. John C. Hornewer
Mr. & Mrs. Jauquet
Mr. & Mrs. William Kester
Mr. John Kiefer
Mr. & Mrs. William Kremer
Fr. David Kulandaisamy
Mr. Eduardo Q. Lao
Mr. Michael Long

Mr. Pat Mahoney
Mr. John S. Michalizysen
Mr. John Murphy
Rev. Dennis J. O'Rourke
Mrs. Danielle Paluscio
Mr. Thomas Possumato
Ms. Joan E. Randall
Mrs. Barb Rechterman
Mr. Douglas C. Rennie
Mr. George Ross
Mr. Robert Ryan
Mr. Jeffrey Rybarczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Savard
Mr. Dan Sayles
Mr. Robin V. Sobzak
Mr. Raffaele Socio
Mrs. Priscilla Sticksel (Pan)
Mr. Gordon Sullens
Mr. & Mrs. Abe Titze
Mr. Ernie Verde
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vitolo
Mr. Harold Weise

Scott Bennett
Agency

The Scott Bennett
Agency generously
supports ACS through
their corporate tax
credit gift of
$150,000.

Alumni Donations
ns
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Abraham Espino
Michelle Montalvo

Dayton McCann
Faith Rosky

Natalie Schlarb
Carlos Montalvo

Designated Donations
ns
Anonymous Donor …………………………
Mr. Henry Bried……………………………..
Catholic Community Foundation……..
John Connolly………………………………..
EJ Consultants, Inc………………………...
Mr. and Mrs. Paxton Jevnick…………..
Kiwanis Club of Carefree…………………
Kiwanis Club of Carefree…………………
Mr. and Mrs. John Rainney …………….
St. Gabriel Knights Of Columbus.. …..
St. Gabriel Knights Of Columbus……..
Our Lady of Joy Knights of Columbus
Mrs. Carol Patzin …………………………..
Mr. and Mrs. John Rainney ……………
St. Gabriel's WINGS ………………………
St. Gabriel's WINGS ………………………
Larry & Linda Warfield ……………….…

STREAM
Teacher Appreciation
Special Needs Program
Nurse Supplies
Classroom Emergency Bags
Videography/Piano
Digital Citizen Academy
LOCKs Program
Thanksgiving Feast
Special Needs Program
Next Generation of Generosity Dinner
Next Generation of Generosity Dinner
Student Needs
Thanksgiving Feast
Tuition Assistance/8th Grade Retreat
Next Generation of Generosity Dinner
All Copy Paper

Annual Appeal
al
Principals Club $5,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Paxton Jevnick
Mr. & Mrs. William Kremer
Ms. Patricia McDowell

Blue Ribbon Club $2,500+
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Savard

Green Ribbon Club $1,500+
Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall

White Ribbon Club $1,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Aldo Aranda
Ms. Margaret Heying
Mrs. Marcie Mills
Mr. William Peltier
Mr. Gerald Quinlan
Dr. Bernardino & Dr. Michelle Velasquez
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Zepf
Mr. & Mrs. William Allison
Mr. and Mrs. Blas Ayala
Mr. & Mrs. Rue Bax
Mr. Daniel Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Crapitto
Bricks 4 Kids
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Dunlop
Mrs. Danielle Paluscio DBA,
DMP Enterprises, PLLC
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dunaski
Eaton Marketing, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Fabry
The John J. Prior, Jr. Fund
Fidelity Charitable
Freeport-McMoran Foundation
Mr. Michael Garramone
Mr.& Mrs. Daniel Girdish
Mr. Anthony Guglielmetti
Dr. Heidi Hawkins
Ms. Beverly Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Johnson
Mrs. Karen Kontak
Mr. Ken Kowalec
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lazzaro
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Lederer

Mr. Michael Long
Mr. Larry Martin

Ms. Leone D. Montana
Mr. & Mrs. David Niemi
Rev. Dennis J. O'Rourke
Mr. & Mrs. Sal Palopoli
Mrs. Carol Patzin
Mr. Larry Pelegrin
Ms. Barbara Powers
Mr. Gerald Quinlan
Mr. Douglas C. Rennie
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sabol
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shen
Mr. Joseph Simon
Ms. Kerry V. Smith
Ms. Mary Lou Spicer
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Stack
Mrs. Meron Tekleberhan
Mrs. Gay Thomas
Mr. Ralph D. Verby
Mr. Ernie Verde

Event Highlights

Evening Under the Stars
rs

Each year, the Evening Under the Stars has a new theme and
location to enjoy while you celebrate and support
Annunciation. The Evening Under the Stars was held at the
Anthem Country Club where guests enjoyed the beautiful
scenic mountainous views of the Anthem golf course and
learned a little salsa and ball room dancing. We want to
thank all of our sponsors and guests who helped us raise
$54,000.
Saddle Up & bring your Bling to the next Evening Under the Stars
on January 26, 2019 at Our Lady of Joy. Enjoy a live country
western band, boot scootin’, silent auction and buffet. Purchase
tickets online at www.acsphx.org.

Sponsors
rs

Gold Sponsor $2,500+
North Valley Eye Care

Silver Sponsor $1,000+
The ACS Student Ambassadors, run by Keli
McCann, Development & Marketing Director
have been a part of the Evening Under the
Stars for the past two years. Student
Ambassador go through etiquette training
which
includes,
proper
handshakes,
greeting, and public speaking. For the
Evening Under the Stars the students, greet
guests, sell raffle tickets, and assist with the
silent auction.

Starkweather Roofing, Inc.
North Valley Orthodontics
New West Lending
Bearcat Pumps, LLC

Alumni Donations
ACS Angel $1,000+

Mr. & Mrs. Bax
Mr. & Mrs. Beffort
Mr. & Mrs. Cannizzo
The Gordon and Ruth Dougherty Foundation
Event Committee
ee
Mr. of
& Mrs. Jolesch
In Loving Memory
Mr. & Mrs. Jevnick
Mr. & Mrs. Stack
Donations
Ryan
Mrs. Cynthia McNamara
Dr. & Dr. Velasquez
Special Events Charleigh
Austa Broeker
Elisa Cannizzo
Anna
Mae Brannon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert & Jane Anne Shimizu
Dawn Jevnick
Claudia Erskine
Friend
ofChuck
Annunciation
Mr.
and Mrs.
& Vicki Ulrich $500+
Erin Slepak
Chelsea Cordell
Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Robin
Scheller
Silent/Live Auction
Dr. &&Mrs.
Erskine
Julie
Jolesch
Mr. and Mrs.Mr.
Homer
& Julie
Savard
Barbara Mandalfino
& Mrs.
Montalvo
Pam Slepak
Mr. &
Mr. and Mrs. John
&Mrs.
MariaPowers
Garcia
Sponsorships
Tiffaney Beffort
Mr. & &
Mrs.
Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Muriel
Geisen
Elisa Cannizzo
Chelsea Cordell
Mr. & Mrs. Tekleberhan
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Alfred
&
Dorothy
Bent
Cheryl Salomone
Bel- Aire Mechanical
Inc.
Decorations
DLR
Group
JimData
Rapisarda
Mr. Bruce Henrickson and Ann Jauquet
Draga Rozaci
Entry
MAIAN Pediatrics
Gae Carpenter
Cheryl Wilson
EJ Consultants
Nina Putrus
Teresa Vitolo
Mary Lou Spicer
Ross O’Shei

Gratitude
Classroom Baskets Michelle Boggiano
Elisa Cannizzo
Lisa DiPasquale

Class Project
Sarah Cupo

Blue and Green $250+
Mr. & Mrs. Vitolo Family
The Creek Patio Grill

ACS Boosterthon Fun Run
n
Family S
Sponsors
ors

Corporate Sponsors
rs
It's All About Etiquette
3B Landscape and Design
Arizona Leadership Foundation
Danielle Paluscio @ HomeSmart Elite/AZ
Premier Real Estate Group
Bearcat Inc.
Beckham Dental
Boulder Creek Pools
Chasse Building Team/DLR Group
Cordon Orthodontics
Core 5 Flag Football
Country Financial
Creeker Boutique
Desert Ridge Pediatric Dentistry
Dunn Powers Material Handling Equipment
James Drienzo @ Farmers Insurance
Fountain Hills Recovery
Greg Ehmann @ Keller Williams
Hansen Funeral Home
Hernandez Ironworks LLC
HIS Lighting
Indiana Fields
MAIAN Pediatrics, PLLC
MegaPlanit, LLC
Michelle Baggiano @ Berkshire Hathaway
Monkey Boys Landscaping
North Scottsdale Lazer and Skin
Raintree Pet Resort & Medical Center
Santucci Orthodontics PLLC
Starkweather Roofing
Synergy Commercial
Tri-Physical Therapist
United Southwest Construction Inc.
Wait Orthodontics
Warner Law - Attorney

The Schlarb Family
The Rainney Family
The Khoury Family
The Valesquez Family
The Jolesch Family
The Jevnick Family

Event Committee
ee
Co-Chairs; Chelsea Cordell & Sandy Khoury
Nina Putrus, Tiffaney Beffort
Thank you for sharing your talents tomake this a fun
and successful event for ACS!

Ov
M
th
to of St. J
Over
40 years ago, Fath
Father Richard Moyer,
then pastor
Jerome
Catholic School and Parish, began a service project with his eighth
grade students that would encourage stewardship and benefit the
community. Under the guidance of Keli McCann, Development and
Marketing Director and Father Moyer, the tradition continues at
Annunciation, with 8th grade students who host the Next Generation
of Generosity Dinner. On May 12, 2018, the dinner was held at Our
Lady of Joy and raised $2,500 for the MANA House. A special thank
you to our partners for their continued support….
WINGS

The ACS Boosterthon Fun Run was
held on March 2, 2018.
The
students were challenged to help
meet the fundraising goal of
$70,000 and if met, Dr. Pristash
would jump out of an airplane. With
a “boost” from Boosterthon, Inc.,
we raised $94,000. The week was
full of “Castle Quest” themed
activities, videos and prayers
emphasizing the 6 pillars of
character.
It also included a
personalized video for each student
to communicate our mission and
spread the word online to friends.
Look for the next ACS Fun Run with
a STEM theme on March 1, 2019.
Thank you for supporting ACS!

Next Generation of Generosity Dinner
er

Knights of Columbus Our
Lady of Joy

$94,000
$
$94
0 Raised for ACS!

Knights of Columbus
St. Gabriel

Annunciation was thrilled to be featured in
the Spring edition of the Sentinel Shield, a
publication of Seton Catholic Preparatory
School. The article follows.
Whoever said, “Timing is everything,” would have
gravely cautioned against opening a tuition-based
school in the throes of the Great Recession.
Particularly in Arizona, where the mounting
number of job losses and home foreclosures led the
nation as one of four hardest-hit states. But on
Aug. 12, 2009, against all odds—and the scenic
backdrop of the Sonoran Desert Foothills—
Annunciation Catholic School opened at St.
Gabriel the Archangel Parish in Cave Creek with 23
bright-eyed first and second graders. Principal
Sharon Pristash remembers that inaugural day like
it
was
yesterday.
Just
six
weeks
earlier, she had moved north of Phoenix from
Duluth, Minn., after accepting the “teaching
principal” position with the Diocese of Phoenix.
The weeks leading to opening day were a
whirlwind, Pristash recalls. She worked closely
with Fr. Dennis O’Rourke, pastor, and the school’s
founding families to prepare two 650-squarefoot
classrooms in the parish hall. Tables and other
furniture and supplies were provided by schools
and construction companies that were closing; an
overhead projector was the only new purchase
Pristash made. “Everything was free or hand-medown,” said Pristash. “We could only afford
someone in the office for two hours a day at $10 an
hour.” She continued, “Our school opened on a
wing and a prayer. It never should have worked on
paper, but somehow it did. Father Dennis and I
believe it was divine intervention.” Today,
Annunciation Catholic is near capacity in portable
classrooms with 216 K-8 students.
Annunciation has graduated three classes with a
100 percent acceptance rate to Catholic College
Preparatory high schools. It serves students with
diverse needs, including Down Syndrome and

Autism Spectrum Disorder. In 2015, Pristash
implemented a STREAM (science, technology,
religion, engineering, arts, and math) program
through the Diocese of Buffalo’s STREAM
Education Initiative. Annunciation teachers attend
STREAM
conferences
for
training
and
development, and the Buffalo Diocese STREAM
coordinator conducts site visits at Annunciation to
review and further evolve the program.
As part of a thoughtful Faith in Action program, all
classrooms are named for a patron saint that’s
integrated into learning, and all-school Rosaries
are held monthly. A community Prayer Line is
available, and “room moms” are called “room
angels.” Vibrant Vinnies is a youth ministry for
fifth through eighth graders of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul. Annunciation’s program is the
only charter K-8 of the St. Vincent de Paul
conference in Arizona—and the Western U.S.!
Pristash credits Annunciation’s success to the
unwavering support of Fr. Dennis who believes
in the school, and to parents who are committed
to Catholic education. She acknowledges their
work is not done. A proposed St. Gabriel Campus
Building project addresses the need for permanent
worship space and school structures. “We’re all one
community,” said Pristash, who stands ready for
their next challenge.

How We Rank
ACS Students Score Strong on National Tests
The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) are national achievement tests that assess students’ skills in
Reading, Language, Math, Social Studies, and Science. The ITBS is very different from the Arizona state
test (AzMerit) required in the public schools. The AzMerit is a criterion referenced test that assesses
students on the specific state standards for their grade level in reading, math, science and social studies.
The results are compared to students in the state of Arizona only. The ITBS test is a norm-referenced test
and includes material both below and well above the grade level being tested.
The ITBS compares our students to students across the United States; the 50th percentile is considered
average. Grade Equivalent Scores for the core content areas: Reading, Grammar/Writing and Math.
Students took the test in the first month of the year (2.1, 3.1, etc.). A grade equivalent score of 2.5 means
the 2nd grade, 5th month; a grade equivalent of 11.9 means 11th grade, 9th month. We are proud of our
students’ performance on these tests, though they represent only a snapshot of what our students achieve
academically, spiritually and socially.
The Diocese of Phoenix has moved ITBS testing to spring, beginning in April 2019. In anticipation of this
change, 6th and 7th grades were tested in the spring of 2018 to ensure they have at least two years worth
of middle school ITBS scores when they apply to Catholic high schools in 8th grade. The spring scores
appear in the table below and provide evidence of significant growth in both classes in the span of one
school year.
READING
TOTAL

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

Diocesan GE

2.3

3.4

4.5

5.6

6.4

7.9

9.5

ACS Fall GE

2.4

4.1

5.0

7.1

8.4

7.5

9.4

9.7

9.0

ACS Spring GE
ELA
TOTAL

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

2017 Diocesan GE

2.1

3.4

4.6

5.8

6.7

8.4

10.2

ACS Fall GE

2.4

4.1

5.3

7.9

9.2

8.7

11.4

10.2

10.0

5th

6th

7th

ACS Spring GE
MATH
TOTAL
Diocesan GE

2nd

ACS Fall GE

3rd

4th

2.0

3.1

4.0

5.1

6.2

7.8

9.6

2.1

3.6

4.4

7.0

8.1

7.7

10.5

8.6

8.9

ACS Spring GE

8th

CORE
COMPOSITE
Diocesan GE

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

2.1

3.2

4.2

5.4

6.3

8.0

9.8

ACS Fall GE

2.2

3.7

4.7

7.3

8.6

8.1

10.7

9.3

9.3

ACS Spring GE

STEM + Religion + Arts = STREAM

ACS launched the STREAM initiative nearly four years ago and has been expanding the program ever
since. The goal of STREAM is to prepare students for a 21st century world. Through creativity, technology
and research, the STREAM Initiative encourages children to test, explore, expand, or completely change
thoughts and approaches for real world challenges. The 7th and 8th grade students attend weekly coding
class weekly led by instructors from Coding with Kids. Great programmers know how to write great code.
Programming languages are their tools, and programmers learn languages as they need them.

Components of a STREAM School
Þ
Þ
Þ
Þ
Þ
Þ
Þ
Þ
Þ

Interdisciplinary approach to classroom instruction
Engineering design process practiced and applied
Increased use of technology as a tool –coding, 3-D design, animation,
movies
Project Based Learning
Problem solving, team work
Real world applications, career awareness
Community partnerships
STREAM Clubs + integration across the curriculum
Field trips – real and virtual

Community Partnership
CAREFREE KIWANIS PARTNERS WITH ACS
TO EXPAND STREAM PROGRAM
$3,200 for Digital Citizen Academy
Grades 4-8 implemented the Digital Citizen Academy program during the second half of the 2018-2019
school year. The program will be expanded to grades K-8 during the 2019-2020 school year. This program
is made possible through two grants from the Kiwanis Club of Carefree who has generously supported
ACS in recent years. Digital Citizen Academy was developed by clinical psychologist, Dr. Lisa Strohman to
educate, protect and support students, educators and parents about the challenges and impact of
technology use, misuse and overuse. The program will be expanded to grades K-3 next school year.
These programs are designed to prepare students growing up in a digital world. The tools provided by
Digital Citizen Academy will help address the unique challenges that arise with social media and other
digital platforms, and to understand what it takes to become responsible
digital citizens. Teachers facilitate student lessons via modules in the form
of video slides. Training and support for teachers and administrators is
provided to implement and monitor the programs. Parents will be
provided access to the module lessons and given tools to be utilized at
home. To learn more about Digital Citizen Academy and Dr. Strohman
visit www.DCAkids.org.

$4,OOO for LOCKs Program
Dr. Pristash and Ms. Maryanne Gramlich, our new Kindergarten teacher, were invited to attend the June
27 meeting of the Carefree Kiwanis, where they received a check for $4,000 to be used towards the Lowell
Observatory Curriculum for Kids (LOCKs). LOCKS’s is an innovative hands-on science program which
will be part of the Kindergarten STREAM curriculum in the coming school year. Lowell Observatory in
Flagstaff provides all the required material to perform the scientific investigations and experiments. “This
science program is excellent for catching kids at a really young age.
A spark of interest at that age; you never know what it will grow
into! It could be in any direction, it doesn’t necessarily have to be
astronomy. It could be astrophysics, chemistry, physics,
engineering … the possibilities are limitless,” commented Bruce
Kosaveach, Lowell Observatory Philanthropy Manager. Thank you,
Carefree Kiwanis, for recognizing the importance of science for
even the youngest children and for your contribution to the
STREAM program at Annunciation.

Annunciation Catholic School is always seeking the best and most effective ways to educate children for
the 21st century, infusing this education with a strong and vital Catholic identity, while supporting
parents in their role as the primary educators of their children. To validate our commitment and our
accomplishments, ACS will be seeking accreditation through the Western Catholic Education Association
(WCEA). New schools must complete three years as a full K-8 school before seeking accreditation, which
is why we have not been eligible for accreditation prior to this year.
The road to accreditation begins with the Self Study process, which leads to development of an Action
Plan. The culminating event is a three-day onsite visit by an accreditation committee. During the 20172018 school year, Annunciation involved all its shareholders – faculty, staff, parents, students, and
parishioners – in the Self Study process using a specific protocol outlined by the Western Catholic
Educational Association (WCEA).
The school leadership team spent the summer and early fall developing an Action Plan to address the
goals outlined in the Self Study. A Visiting Committee from WCEA will review our Self Study document
and Action Plan for ongoing improvement and will determine our accreditation status for the next six
years.
The entire school community is eagerly awaiting the onsite visit scheduled for November 28-30, 2018.
The visiting committee will see that the mission of Annunciation Catholic School is a reality every day as
we develop children to their fullest God-given potential – spiritually, intellectually, morally, socially and
physically. The Action Plan will be an important guiding document for us over the next six years as we
continue to focus on improving student learning.
Six-Year Accreditation Cycle
Self Study – conducted the year prior to the Onsite Visit
¨ Action Plan – completed 1-2 months prior to the Onsite Visit
¨ Onsite Visit – team of nine, comprised of Catholic school administrators and teachers
¨ Follow Up – after the visit, addresses the recommendations of the visiting team
¨ Annual Progress Report – submitted to the diocese and WCEA each year until year 6 when the
process begins again
¨

Major Components of the WCEA Accreditation Protocol
¨ Self Study – An honest and accurate self-assessment – Identify accomplishments but also areas in
need of improvement.
¨ Action Plan – Addresses the areas in need of improvement through goals, strategies and activities.
¨ Involvement/Collaboration – It must be evident that all shareholders had the opportunity to
participate in the process, and the Self Study and Action Plan were completed with the input of many.

Accreditation Survey Results
The Self Study Process includes a survey of all shareholders – parents, students, parishioners,
faculty, staff and alumni. Here is a sampling of the results from our accreditation surveys.

Summary of Student Survey Results
Student Survey Results – Fall 2017
Students feel that . . .

K-3rd

4th-8th

They are challenged at school

97%

87%

They belong at this school

98%

94%

They are successful in class

100%

97%

Their teachers help them gain confidence

N/A

98%

Their teachers care about them

100%

97%

Religion class helps them learn about their faith

99%

99%

Summary of Parent Survey Results
Catholic Identity
· 99% state their children are receiving a solid religious education.
· Order of importance for sending children here: Catholic Values, Academics, Catholic Faith
Formation
Communication
· 98% stated that administration and teachers are approachable
· 98% state that the school newsletter & weekly updates are both appreciated and effective
Academics
· At least 94% state that their children are receiving effective education in each of the core
curricular areas.
· At least 90% state that their children are receiving effective education in the special areas: Art,
Music, PE and Spanish.
STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, Engingeering, Arts, and Math)
· Although only 25% stated that STREAM was a factor in choosing ACS, 90% stated that STREAM
benefits student learning.
Environment – Physical & Social
· 100% feel that their children are safe at school
· 99% indicated there is an atmosphere of mutual respect among students, staff and parents.

Summary of Parishioner Survey Results
·
·
·
·

93% of parish respondents believe the school has a strong Catholic identity and a commitment to
the teaching of Christ.
93% believe there is strong evidence that the students at ACS are learning.

96% believe that the students at ACS are encouraged to do their best.
93% stated they are proud to say ACS is their parish school.

Financial Summary
Annunciation is proud to report that we ended our ninth year with the final balance of the loan for the K3 building paid off. The school officially will run this year with zero debt thanks to the generosity of our
parents, parishioners and donors. The operating budget is funded by three sources— tuition,
fundraising, and donations (annual appeal, grants and personal gifts). Although we are blessed to have
the support of St. Gabriel parish through the use of the shared facilities, the school operates without
benefit of a parish subsidy.

Revenue and Expenses
Total Revenue - $1,500,165.23
Total Expenses - $1,491,844.61
Net - $8,320.62

Revenue
Tuition & Registration - $1,110,536.89
Unrestricted Operating Support - $75,474.62
Fundraising - $220,525.69
Annual Appeal - $43,099.53

Unrestricted Donations - $18,161.00
Restricted Funds - $32,367.50
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Expenses
Salaries & Benefits - $1,109,943.49
Instructional Expenses - $41,782.52
Operational Expenses - $235,150.66
Fundraising and Events- $81,797.70
Depreciation - $23,170.24

Affording a Catholic Education
During the 2017-2018 school year, 57% of the tuition income came from tax credit funds. Last year, 161
students received a total of $569,199.95 from different Student Tuition Organizations (STOs) that
distribute tax credit monies. Here are some statistics that illustrate the degree to which our school
families benefit from tuition assistance.

Cost to educate
Full tuition
Average amount paid by parents

$6900
$5450
$2583

Serving Our School
Parents, guardians, grandparents and parishioners of St. Gabriel volunteer to assist with the growing needs
of the school. Thank you to all of our volunteers who help make a difference at ACS. Below is a list of our
volunteers serving our community in leadership positions.

School Advisory
y Council
il 2018
18
8-2019
19
9
Purpose: Assist Pastor an d Pr in cipal in the oper ation of the school con sisten t w ith ou r m ission.

Members:
Michele Bax, Chair
Melanie Hooper, Secretary
John Rainney

Elisa Cannizzo
Bill Kelley
Cheryl Salomone

Amy Hammond
Terry Montalvo
Homer Savard

Ex-officio members
Father John Slobig
Dr. Sharon Pristash - Principal
Keli McCann - Development Director
Barb Rechterman - Finance Committee Representative

Partners In Education (PIE)
E)
2018-2019 Officers & Chairs:
Purpose: Assist the teach er s and adm inistr ation in cr eating a Cath olic envir onm ent
maximizing parent involvement through engaging events that create social interactions, fellowship,
spiritual development, and service; Promote programs that enrich the moral, educational and physical
welfare of our students and coordinate volunteer committees.
Christina Shen - Co-President
Sandy Khoury - Co President
Michelle Boggiano - Vice President
Angela Riley - Secretary
Cheryl Tilton - Treasurer
Bev LaChapelle - Volunteer Coordinator
Amber Piraneo- Room Parents (Classroom Angels)
Ivana Putrino, Lisa Reno, Kate Hill-Hospitality
Mike Scagnoli - Dads’ Club

Catholic Identity Committee
Amy Hammond, Meghan Baillargeon , Adrienne Bowers, Angela Riley
A Big Thank you to the volunteers that served in 2017-2018 on the
PIE Executive Team
Sheridan Steinke, Kelsey Kasper, and Lisa DiPasquale
Advisory Council
Linda Hooper will continue to consult the Facilities and Safety Committee.
Ernie Barberio for assisting our Accreditation process.

We are truly blessed for their contribution of time and talent and supporting Annunciation

Continue Giving Your Support
Cash Gifts

Endowments

An endowment fund is known as “forever
Your financial gift to Annunciation Catholic
money.”
It is a special account that is
School provides operational support for the
established in order to generate revenue. One
school’s mission including academic programs,
of the distinguishing characteristics of an
athletics, fine arts and technology.
endowment fund is that the principal amount
contained in the account is not disbursed for
Matching Gifts
any reason. This principal amount is invested
Many corporations offer as a benefit to their in a manner that creates a steady return.
employees a Matching Gift Program. Please ask Usually, only a portion of the interest or
the Human Resources Department of your earnings from the endowment (typically 5%) are
employer for a matching gift and support spent on an annual basis in order to assure that
the original funds will grow over time. For
Catholic education.
Catholic schools, an endowment fund is a longrange answer that will provide financial
Gifts-In-Kind
security.
The parents and parishioners of Annunciation
continue in tier generous donation of their time
The Annunciation endowment fund was
and talent. Please consider donating your
established in 2009 with a seed money in the
experience or services to help Annunciation
form of a $5,000 gift from the Catholic
Catholic School. Some gifts that have already
Father Dennis’s Letter Community Foundation of Phoenix, Last spring
been received include printing, food and
our operating budget allowed us to add another
beverage donations, office and classroom
$5,000 to the endowment, which triggered a
supplies and equipment for the school.
matching gift from CCF.

Appreciated Securities

Donors who wish to support the school
Gifts of securities, mutual funds and stocks are endowment should contact the school office.
an excellent way to support Catholic education Annual Appeal funds do not support the
in your estate planning.
endowment but are used for day-to-day
operation of the school.

Planned Giving
Leave a legacy that reflects your ideals and
values by supporting Catholic education in your
estate planning.

Questions about donating to
Annunciation?
Please contact Keli McCann
Phone: (480) 361-8234
Email: kmccann@acsphx.org

A Message from Father Dennis
Dear Friends in Christ,

Throughout my 38 years as a priest, God has
been very good to me and continues to be so. As
most of you know, for the past few years, I have
had some physical challenges, including multiple
kidney stones, two fractured vertebrae, and a
fractured tibia. The last of these are due to falls
I’ve had. It seems every time things are starting
to go good for me, I have another relapse. Most
recently, I fell in my home, and fractured my left
tibia. The doctor told me it will take time to
heal… 6 ~ 8 weeks; 2 more weeks to go. I need to
let you all know, that the past 13 years as your
pastor have been challenging and rewarding. Knowing you and working with each of you in
the Kingdom and on our way to the Heavenly Kingdom has been challenging and
rewarding. I’ve baptized many of you… as Dean, I’ve conferred the sacrament of
confirmation on many of you… I’ve given many of you your first taste of the Eucharist… I’ve
listened to your sins and offered God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of reconciliation… I’ve
sat with some of you during times of great difficulty, as we shared in the deaths of loved
ones… I’ve witnessed many marriages as well. Most importantly, I‘ve celebrated the
Eucharist with you regularly. If I have touched you in any of these ways, know that it was a
blessing for me. God has been good to me allowing me to share your joys and sorrows.
Now’s the time for me to care for my physical challenges. With Bishop Olmsted’s blessing, I
have decided to resign as pastor at St. Gabriel’s. I will continue to live in Sun City for at
least the next few years and help out at the local parish here when my health allows me to
do so. I would like you to continue to pray for me, as I will for each of you.
May our good God continue to bless us with his love…

Rev. Dennis J. O’Rourke

Annunciation Catholic School
32648 N. Cave Creek Road
Cave Creek, Arizona 85331
Return Service Requested

Our Mission
Within our strong Catholic
community, we develop children to
their fullest God-given potentialspiritually, intellectually, morally,
socially, and physically and socially

Visit: www.acsphx.org for more information

https://www.facebook.com/ACSCaveCreek/

A Special Thank you
for the generous donation of printing the 2018
Annual Report

