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Monday — Friday 8am - 4pm
Saturday 9am-1pm

763 G Street, Blaine WA 98230
Office Phone: (360) 332-8040 | Fax: (360) 332-1709

Email: kathy@blaineseniorcenter.org

Check Out Our Website:
www.blaineseniorcenter.com
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We are an IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and receive support from
the City of Blaine, Whatcom County Parks & Recreation, Blaine-Birch Bay
Parks & Recreation District 2 and many local businesses and
organizations. To learn more about the programs and events offered
request one of our monthly newsletters or visit www.blaineseniorcenter.org
The Blaine Senior Center does not provide services that would normally be
provided by a trained attendant, nurse or personal caregiver (e.g.
incontinence, inability to use the restroom facilities by one’s self, or
preventing participant from leaving the grounds of the Center). The
provision of any personal care by staff for a participant is beyond our
capability and cannot be expected.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

The closure of the Center has been unchartered territory for all of us. The
Board of Directors and I appreciate your support and understanding during
this time. The looming question:

When will the Center Re-Open?
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The reopening plan shows no changes for high-risk populations (the
majority of the Center’s participants) for Phases 1, 2 and 3. However,
Phase 4 will allow for individuals at higher risk to resume activities while
still practicing physical distancing. Due to limitations posed by the physical
distance mandates, our programs and activities will likely look different and
be significantly restricted, even in Phase 4.
As we plan for eventual reopening, we are discussing and planning how to
maintain all our health and safety while still balancing programs, activities
and our need to be social! As we find our way through this unprecedented
time, we welcome your input in (1) how to resume “normal” operations, (2)
what would make you feel safe to return to BSC and (3) other creative
ideas.
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We all miss being open and having the building full with all of you
exercising, socializing and participating in a variety of programs each
day. While we wish we could open our doors today, the safety of you all,
members, guests and volunteers, remain our top priority.
In deciding how and when to re-open the Center, we are looking to
“Washington’s Phased Approach to Reopening Business and Modifying
Physical Distancing Measures”. https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/
files/2020-05/PhasedReopeningChart.pdf
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Please continue to take care of yourself and those around you by
practicing self-care and staying active and engaged. We miss you and
hope to see you sooner than later!
As for us, we are looking at virtual programs (using Zoom or YouTube),
increased contact through phone calls and more emails through Phase 4
and beyond if necessary.
I can’t wait for Phase 5 – when we can all get back to our normal!!!!! And
please, I am at the Center everyday and if you need to talk, please call or
email me at kathy@blaineseniorcenter.org.

Center contact information
for all questions:
Phone: (360) 332-8040
Fax: (360) 332-1709

Virtual hugs to all,
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Member Information
KUDOS!

BOARD ELECTIONS

Special thank you to Melanie Shearer and Harmanna
Kunst for making masks for us at the Center!

We want to welcome our newest Board members. Thank
you to all those who voted via email and USPS!

And to Tom Burton for playing music on Wednesdays
when we are handing out our congregate meals!

Janet Pickard
Graham Hunter
Penny Tallman
Jeri White
Renee Szenasi

Your are all heroes in my book!

If you need assistance during this time, please contact
this group!

BIRTHDAYS
Due to the number of scams going around, and to keep
everyone’s identity secure, I made the decision not to
post birthdays in our bulletin. I will still post our birthday
list at the Center and once
we get back to our “new”
normal, we will continue
with our monthly birthday
lunches!

(Blaine-Birch Bay-Semiahmoo-Pt. Roberts)
COVID – 19
COMMUNITY HELPERS
360-778-2762
HELPING NEIGHBORS IN NEED
COUNTY WIDE
We’re all in this together!
Check FB Group: BBSP Covid-19 Community Helpers
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ALLEY
AUTO INC
365 D STREET • 360-332-7018
MON-FRI 8AM TO 5:30PM

We won’t be undersold on all truck, car and motorhome tires!

We’re small, but we have it all! In stock, same day or next day service!
Your one stop shop for all your automotive needs!

Blaine/Birch Bay Resident
Dave Hiller, SRES - Realtor
360.820.4636

dave@theshiflettgroup.com
www.dave.theshiflettgroup.com

Kayla Cosgrove
Certified Home Care Aide

Call now to schedule a consultation
425-780-0103
Limited Hours Available

Todd Loepfe to place an ad today!
tloepfe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2509
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Blaine Senior Center, Blaine, WA

A 4C 05-1037

M E M B E R I N F O R M AT I O N
A MESSAGE TO SENIOR CENTERS
FROM THE
U.S. POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE
The U.S. Treasury is sending out stimulus checks
(also referred to as Economic Impact Payments or
“EIP”) in response to COVID-19 for economic relief
efforts. While the stimulus checks were designed to
help the American people, others may try to help
themselves and defraud the American public.
To help minimize the risk of identity theft and
fraudulent activity, please consider the following:

Dear AARP Driver Safety Volunteers,
While states across the country are in the process of
re-opening, AARP has made the difficult decision to
cancel all sponsored in-person events and activities
through the end of 2020, which include AARP Driver
Safety events, to minimize COVID-19 exposure
among our AARP family and our communities.

•

Payment and personal information is NOT
required to receive your payment. The IRS has
your tax information and will either mail the check
directly to you or use the direct deposit information
it has on file from your tax return.

As you know, AARP has been promoting the health
and well-being of older Americans for over 60 years.
AARP Driver Safety’s (ADS) top priority is the health
and well-being of our volunteers, our members and
the community at large.

•

If you receive Social Security and typically do not
file a tax return, you will no longer need to file a
simple tax return or any other paperwork to
receive the stimulus. You will automatically get
the payment.

If fall arrives and it turns out it is safe to open, we will
revisit the opportunity for events in 2020. We will
continue monitoring developments closely over the
next few months, and we will develop the protocols
and guidelines to resume in-person events when the
time is right. We will communicate any update in
plans and protocols well in advance.

•

No one will call or email you from the government
regarding your check. If you get a text, phone
call, or email asking you for your personal
information, do NOT respond.

•

Reach out. If anyone contacts you to get your
personal information, then tries to keep you on the
phone or rush you to a decision, HANG UP. Ask
someone you trust, like a family member or
financial advisor, for advice.

•

Contact your bank directly if there is a problem
with your direct deposit.

•

If you receive a check issued to a deceased
individual, please mark the box on the envelope
and place it in a collection box or outgoing mail. If
you just glance at the envelope, you might miss
the mark in the box.

You may continue directing participants to the AARP
Smart Driver online course as an alternative,
especially for those who need to renew their car
insurance discount. We are extending our special
25% off discount through the end of the year.
Website: www.aarpdriversafety.org
Promo code for 25% discount: DRIVINGSKILLS
Good through: December 31, 2020
The price of the Smart Driver classroom course is still
set to increase, but we do not have a new date at this
time. Please note that this decision may still change
depending on the circumstances.

If you have questions, concerns or suspect fraud,
call the U.S. Postal Inspection Service at
877.876.2455 (say “Law Enforcement”) to speak to
a U.S. Postal Inspector.

Kyle Rakow
Vice President and National Director

www.uspis.gov
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MEALS ON WHEELS AND MORE
When we closed, our Meals on Wheels
deliveries still continued in large part due to our
volunteer drivers! I would be remiss if I did not
say thank you to our heroes - Ed Muehlbach,
Harry Shearer, Jennifer McDonald and Willa
Fleharty! Each and every day I wait for that
knock at the door and see you with a smile on
your face ready to go, always concerned and
going the extra mile. You’re our heroes!
And to Melody, our heartfelt thanks for being you! I know it’s your job and you get paid for what you
do, but you have really stepped up your game and gone above and beyond. You try to figure out
different meals to make since our congregate meals are now prepared ahead of time, packaged and
frozen. Along with Laurie, you have prepared over 650 meals a week for the last 13 weeks for a total
of approximately 8,450 meals. And each meal you make is made with love! You are our hero!
Remember, you can come to the Center for the congregate meal that can be picked up every
Wednesday (once a week). You will get six frozen meals and one hot meal and a half gallon of milk.
We will be serving 11:30am - 12:30am. Suggested donation of $5.00 is greatly appreciated.
6
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You’re
Retired
Your Money
Isn’t.
To learn why
consolidating your
retirement accounts
to Edward Jones
makes sense, call my
office today.

Terrell V Goertz,

CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®
Financial Advisor
119 N Commercial Suite 140
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-738-3454

15
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www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

F&V Able Electric
Over 30+ years Experience

Conveniently Located
24 Hour Staff

Call TODAY

360-366-4777

Services Offered:

ORCHARD PARK ASSISTED LIVING
844 W. Orchard Dr. • Bellingham, WA • 360.647.3708

• Outlet Repair
• Residential Services
• Commercial Services
• Electrical Panel Installation
• Smoke Detector Installation
• Wiring Installation

Lic # FVABLEI108M7

Todd Loepfe to place an ad today!
tloepfe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2509
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Blaine Senior Center, Blaine, WA

B 4C 05-1037
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Vo l u n t e e r s o f t h e M o n t h
The Donaldsons, Laurie,
Lucy and Jeremy have
been volunteering as a
family helping with the
MOW program. Laurie
puts in about 30 hours a
week helping Melody in
the kitchen, preparing and
packaging the daily MOW
delivery meals and the
Wednesday frozen meals.
Lucy and Jeremy come in
on Wednesday and help
get those bags ready and
assist passing them out!
Thank you Laurie, Lucy
and Jeremy! I know we
could not do it without you
three! To all of us, you are
heroes!

88

Senior Health Specialists

456 C St Blaine, WA 98230
360-332-8733
www.good-sam.com/stafholt
Providing exceptional senior care and services for more than 60 years
in Whatcom County. Spacious Medicare suites. All major insurances
accepted including Medicare and Medicaid. Post-Acute Rehab,
Skilled Nursing, Wound Care, Therapy Services.

• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Medicare Supplements
• Prescription Plans
• Individual & Small
WASHINGTON HEALTH
Business Insurance
INSURANCE
• Vision & Dental
PROFESSIONALS
LLC
Stacie Tennyson • Travel Health Plans
Broker
Our services are FREE...Your peace of mind is priceless!

360-220-1800 • Info@wahip.net

Quality of Life with Dementia is Possible
Through life-enriching care and a
highly-skilled staff, Silverado
offers flexible care tailored to
the changing needs of individuals
with memory impairment

(360) 746-6675

silveradocare.com/bellingham

and their families.

Schedule a visit and see what can
happen when clinical excellence
and compassion meet.
Lic. #2386
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Blaine Senior Center, Blaine, WA

C 4C 05-1037

MASKED UP!

Rain or shine, every Wednesday between
11:30 and 12:30 we are handing out meals!

Remember, it’s a
drive thru!
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Action for Happiness
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Todd Loepfe to place an ad today!
tloepfe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2509

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Blaine Senior Center, Blaine, WA

D 4C 05-1037

Questions & Answers
Question: What is the staff doing?
Answer: The staff are on unemployment and are looking forward to coming back as soon as we re-open. I’ve
been here every day taking care of everything that comes up. There have been lots of changes.
Question: What is happening with events?
Answer: It is unfortunate but all events will not be re-scheduled. We are working on developing upcoming
events for when the Center re-opens. We are hoping to have our annual Christmas bazaar in December
depending on what’s going on with COVID-19.
Question: How do we get updates?
Answer: There’s a couple of ways for us to communicate with you.
⇒ Email is an effective way for us. If you haven’t received any emails, check your spam. If you don’t have an

email account this might be a good time to set one up. Family and friends may be able to help you. I have
spent a lot of time updating our database so, hopefully, you will receive our emails.

⇒ Updates are posted on our website – www.blaineseniorcenter.org.
⇒ Try liking us on Facebook.
⇒ Or you can always call the Center. If we don’t answer, please leave a message. We’ve updated the

voicemail so all should be in order.

Question: I’ve made a lot of friends at the Center but don’t have their phone numbers. How can I get in touch
with people?
Answer: Just call the Center and we can pass a message on for you. We can send your name and phone
number to another member with a request for them to contact you.
Question: How’s everyone else doing?
Answer: Toni Blakely and I have called most of the membership. We are still working on the rest. Everyone
so far is healthy, staying home and thankful to hear our voices!
Question: Do you know what changes will be made when we re-open?
Answer: The Board and I have been working on the protocols and procedures for that. We are a “high risk”
population so definitely disinfecting, wearing masks and social distancing are key as well as for our
membership but for our employees as well. Hard calls will have to be made on some of our activities and
programs.
Question: Anything I can do to help?
Answer: First of all, practice social distancing and wear a mask. We want all of you to be safe so we can reopen and stay open. But we do have some items that we need help with. For right now, design ideas for what
plants would work well and are easy maintenance for the outside planter boxes would be great.
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Follow us on Facebook!
Amazon Smile

Amazon donates 0.5% to the Center if you sign up before you shop on
Amazon! So please visit smile.amazon.com, click on “My Account,” then
select Blaine Senior Center as your charity.

