
DECEMBER 22, 2019 · FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WORSHIP • SERVE • GROW • CONNECT • GIVE

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m., and 1:15, 5:30, 7:30 p.m.
Monday–Friday: 6:30, 8:00 a.m., and 12:10 p.m.
NEW Wednesday: 6:15 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. and (Vigil) 5:30 p.m.

725 California Ave., Santa Monica, CA 90403 • (310) 566-1500 • F: (310) 566-1510

STMONICA.NET

CONFESSION
Monday–Friday: 5:30 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Sunday: 7:00 a.m.–7:30 p.m.
Monday–Friday: 6:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 7:30 a.m.–6:45 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Monday–Friday: 9:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

COFFEE BAR AND GIFT SHOP
Saturday–Sunday:  7:30 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Monday–Friday:  7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.

With just three days to go until Christmas,
let us accept the invitation to gather at the table

and welcome the birth of our Lord.
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Find us at www.facebook.com/
StMonicaCC725

Follow Monsignor Torgerson at @MsgrLloyd 
and St. Monica at @StMonica90403

Watch us online at stmonica.net/live .
We livestream the 5:30 p.m. Mass each week
as well as special events.

We are nearing the end of our Advent Season. 
Our community has journeyed together 
over these weeks, and we are so close to the 
ful$ llment of the prophets in Jesus’ birth. My 
prayer is that Mary, who is at the center of 
the Gospel today, will do as Francis recently 
proclaimed: “May the Virgin Mary help us 
so that, as we approach Christmas, we do not 
allow ourselves to be distracted by external 
things, but make room in our hearts for the One who has already come 
and wants to come again to heal our illnesses and to give us his joy.”
As a vibrant parish committed to welcoming all, we must remember 
that many will gather at the table to celebrate Christmas—let us all be 
gracious and patient in receiving them! Our schedule on Christmas 
Eve remains the same as last year: beginning at 4 p.m. in the Church, 
Gymnasium, and Grand Pavilion, followed by Masses at 6 p.m, 8 p.m., 
10 p.m., and Midnight in the church. Christmas Day, Masses will take 
place at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 1:15 p.m. ! ere will be no 
Masses in the evening. For a list of presiders and music ensembles, see 
the back cover of this bulletin or visit stmonica.net/christmas .
St. Monica is a parish of invitation and encounter. If there are friends, 
neighbors, or even strangers that need that invitation this year—that is 
the greatest gi*  you can give them. Perhaps they are alone, dri* ed away 
from their faith, dissenting or even 'done'. + eir voices and their hearts 
belong in this place—please extend that loving invitation.
+ ese days of Christmas are the very best and $ ll my heart. It is a time 
of sharing with family and friends in what it means to live a life of hope. 
Hope lies in a lowly manger and hope lies in our hearts. Please let us try 
to spend time at the crib—as Francis says, “If we can be silent in front 
of the crib, Christmas will be a surprise even for us, not something seen 
before.”
Next weekend we’ll celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. No 
household is the same—we all have our unique struggles, joys, and 
relationships that we call family. + e love that connects us, however, is a 
gi*  and grace from God, which blesses us and makes us all holy. Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph reach us through all generations not only to inspire 
but to invite.
We thank you for your tremendous generosity to us, to the poor, to 
our sister parish, Holy Cross Dandora, and so many other initiatives 
in outreach, pastoral care, fellowship, and formation—not only in 
our surrounding community but throughout the world. Year-end 
gi* s at Christmastime amount to a signi$ cant portion of our annual 
o! ertory. I ask you to continue that generous spirit to us this year—it 
guarantees that St. Monica parish and schools will stand to serve for 
many generations ahead. We are so grateful for your o! ering and hope 
you can be proud of your parish community. + ank you and Christmas 
blessings to you all.
Blessings and peace,
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson
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Merrick Siebenaler, Director of Development & Strategic Communications
 (310) 566-1514 | merrick@stmonica.net

CHRISTMAS & YEAR-END GIVING
As Christmas approaches, we ask you to re� ect on the blessings you have 
received throughout the year and consider making a year-end or Christmas 
gi�  to St. Monica in gratitude for these blessings in your lives. We invite you 
to place your Christmas envelope in the Sunday collection basket, or mail to 
the parish o�  ce. You may also make your Christmas or year-end gi�  to St. 
Monica via credit or debit card by visiting stmonica.net/give/christmas.
! ank you for your love and generosity this Advent season and throughout the 
year!

NEW TO ST. MONICA?
WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
St. Monica is a diverse and vibrant community 
of faith that o" ers many opportunities to 
enrich your spiritual life, serve those in need, 
educate your family, and most importantly, 
to belong. Whoever you are, no matter where 
you # nd yourself on the journey of faith, you 
are welcome and wanted here.
Take time to discover for yourself an authentic 
and welcoming community that you can call 
home. Here are some ways to get started:

PICK UP A COPY OF 
DISCOVER ST. MONICA
$ is is a comprehensive 
guide to everything we 
have to o" er, available on 
our website at stmonica.
net/newmember, at the 
Welcome Table, and in the 
Parish O�  ce.

BECOME A MEMBER
We sincerely hope you feel at home here and 
want to make St. Monica your parish. $ ere 
are two easy ways to become a registered 
member. Fill out our online registration form 
at stmonica.net/newmember or register at 
the Welcome Table a� er any weekend Mass. 
As a registered member, you will receive all 
mailings as well as giving envelopes for your 
weekly o" ering.

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
• Like us on Facebook 

facebook.com/StMonicaCC725
• Follow us on Instagram

@MsgrLloyd
@StMonica90403

• Watch Mass on our Livestream channel 
stmonica.net/live

GET INVOLVED
Whether you’re interested in serving, 
connecting with others, worshipping, 
giving, or growing spiritually, we o" er many 
opportunities for adults of all ages and youth 
to choose from. $ is bulletin along with our 
website is the best source of information for 
those wanting to engage.

CRISIS OF BELONGING
$ ere are two topics the classic maxim warns us not to bring up at the 
holiday dinner table: religion and politics. As someone responsible for asking, 
receiving, and thanking you—the parishioners of St. Monica— for your 
# nancial gi� s to our parish, it would probably be 
safer and wiser to avoid those topics as well in this 
last column before Christmas.
$ e partisan divide illustrates what has been called 
a ‘crisis of belonging.’ It’s true—we all yearn to 
belong. We want to be part of something greater 
than ourselves. We know that our strengths lie in 
numbers. As Catholic Christians, we receive the 
body and blood to be in Communion with God 
and each other. Our ‘Amen’ proclaims, “I believe.” 
At St. Monica, we reach across the aisle to pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, without judgement or condition.
Which is why the gi�  of Jesus is not only for those 
gathered in the pews and around the altar. God sent his son for all. And our 
parish community stands as that safe and brave space where all are welcome: 
lions can lie down with lambs, the neediest among us come forward beside 
those perceived to have everything, and where every voice matters.
St. Monica stands as a place of belonging. I hope that we satisfy that yearning 
for love and acceptance, just as our God teaches. What can sanctify and 
preserve this, ensuring it remains for generations to come? Your generosity.
$ ere are time-proven giving principles, illustrate the spirit of Christmas:

People are inherently generous. $ e magi brought Jesus gi� s—
not out of reciprocity, but in joy!
People give because they are asked. We invite our children to 
make Christmas lists because we want to provide them with exactly 
what they want.
People support causes. We want to see and experience the change 
we can foster—things that are relevant, urgent, and important.

$ is Christmas, however your o" ering is expressed, be proud that your 
contributions are a bold response that enables your parish of St. Monica to 
confront our crisis of belonging and continue to say, “all are welcome.” MS



SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN
MY BODY, MY RULES
In all the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, it can 
be easy for children to get overwhelmed — with parties 
and holiday get togethers, they may be seeing lots of new 
or unfamiliar family members and friends. It’s important 
to remind children that they can say no to hugs, kisses, and 
other physical signs of a� ection if they are uncomfortable. 
Review “my body, my rules,” and give children polite ways 
to decline any signs of a� ection that they don’t want to give 
or receive. A simple “no thank you” to a request for a hug, 
or de� ecting to a high-� ve, gives a child important control 
over who touches him or her, and how he or she feels in any 
situation. For more information, visit stmonica.net/hugs

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO HOLD YOUR NEXT EVENT? 
We have several facilities available to rent to parishioners, 
community groups, and nonpro� t organizations for all 
types of events and special occasions including receptions, 
meetings, reunions, birthday parties, anniversary 
celebrations, workshops, and more. Pick up a copy of our 
rentals brochure in the parish o!  ce for more details, or visit 
our website at stmonica.net/rentals for a reservation form.

For availability, rental rates, and a tour of our facilities, you 
may also contact Mark Neal at markneal@stmonica.net or 
(310) 566-1555.
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ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE!

We pride ourselves on an open door, no questions (or not 
too many questions) asked to enter into a life of worship, 
prayer and thanksgiving with in our community. We take 
our inspiration from Pope Francis, who calls the church to be 
more like a “� eld hospital” that treats the immediate wounds 
of her people, without asking about insurance coverage, 
cholesterol issues, or running a battery of blood work before 
any healing can be applied. � e church must “immediately” 
attend to the wounded people at her doors. If you walk with 
humanity, you are wounded, and so many who walk our 
streets, work with us, live as our neighbors are hurting. or are 
deeply wounded – we – all of us – can be the conduit through 
which God’s grace can have a healing impact on their lives. 
At Christmas and Easter, we go the extra mile, with a 
litany of welcome that is so powerful, it draws some people 
back here, year a� er year, just to hear the healing words 
of welcome. Let these words ferment in your heart as we 
prepare for Christmas here at St. Monica – and it is our hope 
that you will “open the doors of your heart” to share Christ’s 
healing love that we have received from our Altar of Word 
and Eucharist. 

On this Holy Night, when we celebrate the Birth of 
Christ, I want to welcome each of you here to � is 
Place.  At this special time and every day, you are most 
welcome here at St Monica!
Are you here with family and friends or have you come 
by yourself? Are you Single?  Married?  Divorced?  Or 
Widowed?  Have you recently lost someone close to 

you?  Or are you here with someone you are growing 
closer to?   No matter how you come to this celebration 
tonight . . . Christ has come for you and you are 
welcome here in this place 
Are you a member of St. Monica, full of enthusiasm for 
your Community, or a guest at a guest?   Has it been 
some time since you have been through the doorway 
of a church?Are you here from another faith tradition?  
Are you seeking to create a faith tradition?  Either way, 
Christ has come for you and you are welcome here In 
� is Place
Are you Gay or Straight?  Young or Old?   Rich or Poor?   
Christ has come for you and you are welcome here In 
� is Place.
Have you been a victim of abuse, violenc, or natural 
disaster? Have you been hurt in the past and unable 
to move on?   Are you struggling in life " nancially, 
emotionally, or spiritually?  Are you seeking meaning 
in your life or is your faith on a slow down? If you have 
been away, you can come back.  If you have been living 
in darkness you can come into the light.  Christ has 
come for you and you are welcome here in � is Place.
Christ has come for you and you are welcome here 
in this Place.  Everyone is welcome to come home to 
Christ our Lord and our God indeed!  It is TOGETHER 
that we walk in the joyful hope of our God, so . . . 
Welcome!

Our words have the power to build up and strengthen the 
one(s) to whom they are addressed, or tear down and damage 
if they are harsh, strident, or mean spirited. We must work 
diligently, friends, to develop words and ritual for the liturgy 
that build up and heal the Body of Christ. Please pray with 
these powerful words of welcome, and prepare your hearts to 
welcome the thousands of strangers and guests who will be 
with us on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
All are truly welcome in this place, and we thank you for 
extending the welcome that is part of every thread that 
makes up the tapestry that makes us part of our St. Monica 
community and for demonstrating that to our Christmas 
crowds. DS

GROWING THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN SANTA MONICA
� e three Catholic parishes in Santa Monica, St. Monica, 
St. Clement Catholic Church, and St. Anne Catholic Church 
and Shrine, have formed a Tri-Parish council with seven action 
committees. Our purpose is to share resources, learn from each 
other, and become a uni� ed Catholic voice and presence in the city of Santa Monica.

St. Anne is located at 2017 Colorado Avenue. St. Clement is located 
at 3102 3rd Street.
For more information about the Tri-Parish community and ways 
that you can get involved contact Cesar Marquez at TriParishSM@
gmail.com or (310) 890-8703, or go to smtriparish.org .

St. Anne Church and Shrine  +  St. Clement Catholic Church  +  St. Monica Catholic CommunityThe Catholic Parishes of the City of Santa Monica
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SIMBANG GABI
Pope Francis celebrated the Filipino Christmas tradition in 
St. Peter's Basilica known as the Simbang Gabi novena on 
Gaudate Sunday. Guadate means rejoice in Latin - and the 
St. Monica Catholic Community rejoiced the preceding day 
at our very own Simbang Gabi Celebration, which took place 
during the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass. 
With bilingual music by the LA Philippine Chamber Singers, 
and concelebrated by Bishop Alex Aclan of the San Fernando 
Pastoral Region. 
Mass was followed by a beautiful traditional gala, including 
delicious traditional Filipino dishes and dancing. A 
group of dancers and musicians performed many of the 
traditional dances of Simbang Gabi. ! e KNL (Kayamanan 
Ng Lahi- Treasures of Our People) performed with the 

following members performing and attending: Founders/
Elders, Joel and Ave Jacinto, Barbs Ele, with Dancers 
Performers (Adults) including Jed David, Tinette Sumiller, 
Robert Almanzor, Frank Lozier, Alex Macayan, April 
Mascardo, Renee Canullas, Lea Peralta DeMarco, Yvette 
Federizo, Christine Cadiz; (Children) Isabella Adriano, 
Aurora Nicdao, Andrea Nicdao, Anastasia Nicdao, Corina 
Stephenson, Sienna Craig, Lilah Stephenson, Samantha 
Saldana, Melody Maurer, Avery Fuqua and Musicians Jojo 
Ramirez, Jon Aquino.
! e Filipino Community at St. Monica was represented by 
the following core team, pictured below: Charmaine Fried-
man, Frank Gonzalez, Ruth Blanco, Rami de los Rios, and 
Glenda Ong (not pictured: Fatima Nicdao). ! ank you to all 
in attendance for celebrating our diverse community life! LG

"Halina Hesus, your people wait in joyful hope!" Clockwise from top le# : Monsignor Torgersen welcomes Bishop Alex Aclan, $ e 
Filipino Community of St. Monica Core Team, KNLA dancers, Norma Esperida-Cummins and Family, and lastly the traditional food 

served at the 2019 St. Monica Simbang Gabi. $ ank you to all for supporting our Community! 
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 NUESTRA SEÑORA DE GUADALUPE - OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
On � ursday, Dec. 12, with the crisp air of dawn 
approaching, the St. Monica Community arose to celebrate 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. � e feast 
day celebrates the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
the many blessings that she has brought to our region. With 

a beautiful procession and mariachi-assisted Mass, followed 
by Mexican hot-chocolate and pan dulce, the celebration 
brought our whole community together, including those 
families that were dropping o�  their children for school. 
What a wonderful way to start our day! LG

LAS POSADAS
Under the auspices of our cantor, Alex Venegas, and Deacon 
Raul Molina, the pilgrims (Peregrinos) and the Innkeepers 
(Posaderos) journeyed through the reenactment of Mary 
and Joseph searching for lodging in the city of Bethlehem, 
before the birth of Jesus, this year celebrated on Dec. 16. 
A traditional Hispanic celebration that calls to mind the 
preparations for the coming of Christ, our celebration 

included a bilingual service in conjunction with St. Anne 
and St. Clement, who join with St. Monica as partners in � e 
Catholic Parishes of the City of Santa Monica Council.
A" er Mass, everyone enjoyed tamales, pan dulce and 
champurrad. What a joyous way to prepare for Christ's birth!  
¡Alégrate, oh Israel! Vendrá, ya viene Emanuel! LG
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FAITH FORMATION

DATES TO REMEMBER
DEC 22

No Faith Formation Sessions
DEC 23

No RCIA Session
DEC 24

Christmas Eve Mass (See back cover)
DEC 25

Merry Christmas Blessings!
DEC 29

No Faith Formation Sessions

ADVENT GIVING!
Come, Lord Jesus, come!!  " e joy of 
giving invites us to be servants of love 
and compassion.  How can we help each 
other see beyond the gi# s of Christmas 
and see the gi#  of one another?  How 
are we giving to others in need this 
season?  How are we seeing this time as 
a fruitful experience of giving?  In what 
ways does your family life give witness 
to the presence of Jesus?
Simple ideas to keep us focused on our 
Advent themes of waiting, preparing 
and rejoicing:

• Pray together as a family and on your own.
• Make cards and simple gi# s for the homebound.
• Make cookies or a special treat for someone.
• Prepare a meal to give to a homebound person or family.
• Give of your talents through a poem, cra# , handiwork, art, song, dance or 

story.

Manger Moments: Here are some ideas for making your fam-
ily manger scene a center of Advent activity:

• You could follow the German tradition of waiting to 
put Baby Jesus in the manger until Christmas Eve. Until 
that time, families can help create a so#  bed for Jesus 
by putting a piece of hay or golden yarn in the manger 
each time they do a good deed. Talk about those good 
deeds each night at dinner.
• You can set up the shepherds a bit away from the 
crèche, as they were taking care of their sheep until the 
angel came and told them the good news. Allow family 

members to move the shepherds around each day, just 
as they would have in the % elds. You can even put the 
three wise men further still and move them a bit closer 
to the nativity scene every day until Christmas. Ask 
your family to describe what the shepherds and wise 
men are doing each day.
• As a family write a greeting to Baby Jesus from each 
person in the nativity scene. Share them aloud on 
Christmas Eve. 

Imagine: How would Mary and Joseph rejoice as they began 
to receive the gi# s of each of the travelers? What other feeling 
of thoughts might they have had? 
Visit Loyola Press at loyolapress.com or Catholic Stand 
at catholicstand.com/! ve-ways-make-advent or 
catholicmom.com to enrich the season for your family with 
Advent Calendars, prayers, re& ections and more!



FAITH FORMATION  9

GATHER + PRAY + GROW IN CHRIST
LEGION OF MARY stmonica.net/legion
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. Elementary School Sta�  Lounge

Serve God under the banner of Mary by practicing the corporal 
and spiritual Works of Mercy.

Blanca Villalobos, (310) 399-6766 

FISHERS OF MEN stmonica.net/  shers
Wednesdays, 6:30 a.m. Palisades Park: Alta & Ocean Ave.
Join like-minded men on the blu� s for a mid-week spiritual 
boost with three perks—culinary: co� ee and danish; 
theological: prayer and scripture; spiritual: re! ections, sharing 
life experiences, and forming friendships.

Lloyd Frederick, (310) 493-0933

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION stmonica.net/meditation
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. St. André Bessette Chapel
Ancient practice of meditation in Christian tradition—“prayer 
of the heart.”

Marie McAdam, (818) 582-2718

WOMEN ON THE JOURNEY 
Second Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. Trepp Learning Commons

Gather to share our faith and learn—through scripture and 
each other—how to be the Christian women God created you 
to be. Our purpose is to strengthen each woman’s Baptismal 
call to holiness.

Suzette Sornborger, (310) 556-1541
COMMUNION & LIBERATION 
! ursdays, 7:00 p.m. Spirituality Center
An ongoing discussion on the writings of the late 
Msgr. Luigi Giussani, a priest passionate about the 
encounter with Christ and its relevance to daily life.

Jimmy Abraham, jpa414@icloud.com

THOMAS MERTON GROUP stmonica.net/merton
! ird ! ursday each month, 7 p.m. Caruso, Rm C
Study and discuss the writings of this contemplative teacher.

Markus Hofmann, markus7a@hotmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION BAPTISM  CONFIRMATION EUCHARIST
Con! rmation enriches the baptized with strengths of the Holy Spirit so that they can better 
witness to Christ in word and deed (Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC] no. 1285). 
Anointed by the Holy Spirit at Con! rmation, Christians strengthen their bond with the 
Church and become better equipped to carry out the Church's mission of love and service.
• What does it mean to be part of the Body of Christ?
• What are the gi" s of the Holy Spirit and how can they help in my life?
• Who are we called to be? What are we called to do with our lives?
• What is the mission of the Church and what is my role in carrying it out?
• How do the lives of the Saints inspire me to "give o$  the aroma of Christ"? 

Were you Baptized and received your First Eucharist, but you didn't complete your Con! rmation? Are you looking to be 
con! rmed as an adult? Adult Con! rmation sessions will be held on 5 Saturdays in January and February, 2020. For more 
information, contact Suzette at suzette@stmonica.net . 

WELCOME OUR NEW ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
Dominik Gnirs has joined our team as our new Associate Director of Faith 
Formation. Dominik previously served the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, working 
on the Called to Renew campaign, as well as in the O%  ce of Religious Education as 
Adult Faith Coordinator. Born and raised in Germany, Dominik holds a Magister 
in & eology from the University of Vienna, Austria, and a degree in business and 
engineering from Karlsruhe in Germany. He came to the United States, as he tells it, 
"because I fell in love with an American." 
Dominik has been in Youth Ministry for 15 years as a volunteer and has directed 
many youth retreats. Dominik is passionate about the missionary transformation 
of parishes, forging those who hurt us. as well as holding to the Ignatiam motto of 
"! nding God in all things." Dominik has been a parishioner of Saint Monica since 
2015, and he lives in Sherman Oaks, along with his wife Sarah, his daughter and 
a pug. Knowing our community already, Dominik is excited to bring his gi" s and 
talents to our community!



�e introductory course for JustFaith 2019–20 will be presented at St. Monica Catholic Community
in three phases beginning Oct. 2019 through June 2020.

Phase 1
Journey to Compassion
Oct. 2–Nov. 20, 2019
gently challenges participants to live 
out Scripture’s command to care for the 
poor among us. �is phase examines 
root causes of poverty, particularly 
emphasizing the interplay between 
poverty and environmental degradation, 
and guides participants in discerning how 
to most faithfully, and e!ectively respond.

Phase 2
Journey to Justice
Jan. 15–Mar. 11, 2020
awakens participants to the realities of 
racial and economic inequalities in the 
U.S., with the ultimate goal of introducing 
new and creative choices for a more 
just and faith-"lled life as individuals 
and a community of faith.  �rough its 
focus on the U.S. criminal justice system 
and income inequality, it challenges 
participants to revisit how our faith 
informs our responsibility to each other.

Phase 3
Journey to Peace
April 15–June 3, 2020
emphasizes the role of violence in 
keeping people in poverty, introducing 
participants to nonviolent resistance as a 
means of Kingdom-building and poverty 
alleviation. It invites participants to 
explore new and creative ways to embrace 
a nonviolent lifestyle.

JuJuJuJuJuJuJuJuststststststststststststFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaititititititititititititititith h h h h h h h isisisisisisis a a a a a s s s s s s s smamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamallllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll g g g g g g g g g g g g g grorororororororororororororoupupupupupupupupupupupup p p p p prororororocececececececececessssssssssssss t t thahahat invites participants to 
exexexexexexexplplplplplplplorororororororororororore e e e e e e e e e e e e thththththththththththththe e e e e e GoGoGoGoGoGoGospspspspspelelelelelelel c c c c c c c c c c c c c calalalalalalalalalalalalalalall l l l l l l l totototototototototo c c c c c c c c c c comomomomomomomomomomomomomompapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapassioioion n n and justice. JustFaith 
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jujujujujujujujujujujujujujujujuststststststststststststicicicicicicicicicicicicicicicice e e e e e e e e e e e trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtradadadadadadadadadadadadadadadititititititititititititititioioioioioioion n n n ofofofofofofofofofofof t t t t thehehehehehehehehehehehehe C C C C C C C C C C C C Catatatatatatatatatatatathohohohohohoholilililililililililic c c c c ChChChChChChChChChChurch.

stmonica.net/justfaith

How do I answer the call to compassion?

Each phase has eight sessions and 
each session includes prayer, dialogue, 
active listening and relationship 
building. At times, sessions include 
videos and speakers. Participants 
gather each Wednesday in the 
Spirituality Center, 7–9:30 p.m. Added 
elements to the program include a 
retreat and an immersion experience. 
#ese are scheduled at di$erent times.
To learn more about JustFaith and 
Phase 2, attend an information 
session:
Sunday, Jan. 5 (Spirit of St. Monica)
Wednesday, Jan. 7 (Spirituality Center)
*Both at 7 p.m.

Phase 2
Journey to Justice
Session 1: Jan. 15
Session 2: Jan. 22
Session 3: Jan. 25
Session 4: Feb. 5
Session 5: Feb. 12
Session 6: Feb. 19
Session 7: Mar. 4
Session 8: Mar. 11

Books for Phase 2 are Living on 
Almost Nothing in America, Ed, 
Shafer; Laudato Si (On Care of 
our common Home) Pope Francis;
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice & 
Redemption, Bryan Stevenson; and 
�e Raising of America. $50 covers 
books and all materials.

Register online: stmonica.net/justfaith
Deadline for Phase 2: Jan. 7

Visit our tables a%er Mass the 
weekends of Dec. 14 & 15, and Jan. 
5, 2020. Contact Dennis Hardwick
at dennisphardwick@yahoo.com or 
Delis Alejandro at delis@stmonica.net.
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SAINT MONICA BEREAVEMENT GROUP
Losing a loved one can be one of the hardest things that we 
experience in our lives. To support each other during those 
di�  cult times, St. Monica sponsors the Bereavement Group, 
a peer support group. 
WHEN DOES THE BEREAVEMENT GROUP MEET?
St. Monica o! ers the Group several times a year, usually 
on " ursdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Each Group last for 
ten weeks. At the end of the sessions, participants receive 
additional resources and support if needed, and are invited 
to attend a Reunion Dinner (usually about 1-2 months later). 
" e Winter Group begins on " ursday, January 9, and is 
accepting new members.  Our next two groups are scheduled 
to begin in April 2020 and September 2020.
WHO LEADS THE BEREAVEMENT GROUP?
" e Group is led by two to three Bereavement Ministers 
who have also experienced losses in their lives and received 
training to e! ectively and sensitively facilitate the group. 
In addition, the Ministry is supported by its parish sta!  
coordinator, Christine.

WHAT HAPPENS DURING A GROUP SESSION?
In the Group, members join together to pray, re# ect, 
and safely share their experiences. (Because sharing our 
losses is a sensitive topic, the participants and facilitators 
are very careful to respect each other’s privacy.) To help 
guide this group process, we use “" e New Day Journal” 

(Mauryeen O’Brien) as the foundation for our sessions. 
Many participants have expressed that the Group has been 
a valuable and important part of their healing process, and 
that they have begun to rediscover love, peace and joy in 

their lives.
MUST I ATTEND ALL SESSIONS, OR IS THIS A DROP-IN GROUP?
Group participants must register in advance and commit 
to attending all the Bereavement Group sessions (except in 
an emergency). We have found that by doing so, the group 
has been a much more bene$ cial and healing process for all 
involved. " erefore, we cannot accommodate any drop-in 
guests.
WHO SHOULD SIGN UP FOR THIS GROUP? 
Anyone who is grieving the death of a loved person, whether 
the loss is recent or in the distant past, is invited to register 
or to contact us to learn more about the Bereavement Group. 
We will talk with you to determine if the group is a good $ t 
for you at this time, or if other pastoral care resources would 
better support you.
WHAT I HAVE QUESTIONS OR AM INTERESTED IN THIS 
MINISTRY?  
If you have questions about the Bereavement Group or other 
bereavement resources, or if you would like to volunteer 
with this Ministry, please contact Christine at christine@
stmonica.net or (310) 566-1531. (3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3(3 ) ) ) ) ) ) 



12 HOLY CROSS AFRICA MINISTRY
EMPOWERING YOUTH IN DANDORA 
JAKUB HLÁVKA HCAM EDUCATION, YOUTH FORMATION LEAD
Ever since our � rst visit to Nairobi, Kenya in 2002, our 
parish community has been making a di� erence at our sister 
parish, Holy Cross Church in Dandora. In recent years, it 
has become clear that our work in Nairobi should include a 
critical ministry - supporting young people in the most vital 
years of their lives: as they start their professional careers. 
Following our 2018 trip, we solicited speci� c ideas from 
the local young adult community in Dandora and received 
two detailed funding proposals. � e St. Monica Holy 
Cross Africa Ministry Core Team recently evaluated these 
proposals and approved them for implementation. 
� e � rst initiative helps improve the local sports program. 
We will be supporting improvements to the local basketball 
court, so that the very active youth basketball team can 
expand their reach, host tournaments, and funding for new 
uniforms and sneakers to help the team reach more at-risk 
youth.
� e second initiative supports the local music program. With 
funding for a new public address system to help the broader 
community, which includes new technical equipment such 
as mixers, ampli� ers, and microphones, the young adults and 
other parish members will be able to meet and worship more 

e� ectively. We are also supporting the purchase of additional 
musical instruments - guitars and an electric keyboard - to 
hone artistic skills among the Dandora youth and to perform 
at weddings and other events, building the community, 
of not just young adult, but the Parish as the center of the 
community of Dandora.
Our decision to support these programs follows a key 
objective: empowering our brothers and sisters in Dandora, 
as they become leaders in their community, city, and nation. 
� e Holy Cross Africa Ministry Education Team meets 
regularly to discuss the educational futures of children and 
youth in Dandora. Please join us! For more information, 
contact us at hcameducation@gmail.com .
A reminder that our annual drive for scholarships and other 
programs for the youth of our sister parish is happening 
now! Visit our website for more information at stmonica.
net/hcam . 
As part of our Holiday Outreach e� orts, we ask our St. 
Monica family to think locally and globally about how we 
can make an impact this Christmas Season.
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SCHOOLS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 15
HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
� e Cantwell Auditorium was low-lit by twinkle lights 
and Christmas decorations, as soloists Paige Butchers and 
Abby Penny, took the stage, while the rest of the choir, 
in formation, ! lled the empty isles of the auditorium, 
surrounding the audience with voices on the opening 
hymn: Once in Royal David’s City, with a strong four part 
harmony. � e impact intensi! ed as the St. Monica Catholic 
High School Carol of the Bells Christmas Concert began on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11. Under the direction of Je" rey Bonilla, 
assisted by Arielle Phan, the angelic voices of the high school 
students rang throughout the concert. 
With soulful favorites, like O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
with soloists including Jenna Stover, Bernadette Albano, 
Danie ! omas, Isabelle Phan, Penny ! ompson, and 

Spencer Williams, to the simply exquisite soloists, Star 
Duran and Penny ! omas, on Born ! is Day, the ! rst set of 
the concert put the audience in sincerely joyful. A# er a short 
intermission for popcorn, baked goods and hot coco, the 
second set included a Christmas sweater wardrobe change, 
and favorites from the Chamber Singers and the Concert 
Choir, such as the now iconic Making Christmas, from 
Disney's A Nightmare Before Christmas. 
Ending on the highest note possibly, both literally and 
! guratively, the Concert Choir, along with the help of special 
guest Alumni performers, sang an impressive rendition of 
Carol of the Bells. Bravo to the e" orts of all those involved, 
but especially to our wonderful High School Performing 
Arts Program!

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
St. Monica Elementary School celebrated the Christmas season at their Christmas Concert on Friday, Dec. 13. � e voices of 
our children rang out throughout the Church, from our kindergartens singing about animals, to 6th grade students singing 
about the rejoicing and merriment of the holiday season. 
� ank you so much to our entire St. Monica Catholic Community for supporting our students of all ages! Merry Christmas! 
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PERSONAL HOME CARE
FREE in home consultation

Our Services Allow you or your
Family Member to Remain

Independent within the Privacy and

Comfort of your own Home
Fair Rates, Easy Billing, Great Care

NURSE PRACTITIONER OWNED

CARE SPECIALITIES
• HOME CARE AIDES • IN-HOME COMPANIONSHIP

• DAILY ASSISTANCE • MEAL PREPARATION

caringlikefamily.com
CALL US: 310-395-4788

4223 Glencoe Avenue, Suite B-107 • Marina Del Rey, CA

Los Angeles Addiction Treatment Center & Sober Living
Call Anytime   BRENTON DAVIS

310.569.8550 • bdavis@hhtxc.com
Evidence Based Addiction Treatment
Offering Compassionate Care

www.havenhouseaddictiontreatment.com

For Your Commercial 
Real Estate Needs

www.westmac.com

310.478.7700

THE LAW OFFICES OF

Arthur G. Lesmez, P.C.

854 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica
Office: (310) 399-1111  Emergencies (310) 399-3999

loagl.com

Representing people who have 
been injured and the families  
of those that have died due to 
the negligence of others.

10% Off Your Total Bill 
Must present coupon to cashier for discount. Not Valid with any other discounts or promotions.

Present on Your Phone.

915 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica, CA

310.451.0200

• Dine in or Carry Out •
CALL FOR CATERING YOUR NEXT GATHERING

GAYE KRUGER
Parishioner

The Art of Real Estate
Commitment to Excellence & Integrity

310.428.6577
www.gayekruger.com 
Gkruger@nourmand.com

15% to your charitable cause with any closing

DRE# 00513565

HOME HEALTH

HOSPICE

Compassion, Care & Comfort When Needed Most
Our Services are Covered by Medicare and Most Private Insurances

CARE SPECIALITIES
• CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDS • MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

SKILLED NURSING • PHYSICAL THERAPY
• OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY • SPEECH THERAPY • HOSPICE AIDES

• SPIRITUAL COUNSELOR • BEREAVEMENT STAFF 
NURSE PRACTITIONER OWNED

caringlikefamily.com
CALL US: 310-395-4788

4223 Glencoe Avenue, Suite B-107 • Marina Del Rey, CA

CalBRE#00992163

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

606 Santa Monica Blvd
Santa Monica, CA 90401
P : 310.395.9658

Thai fusion & Traditional Thai
Food prepared with freshest ingredients
Trendy with stunning decor
Service is guaranteed to satisfy

Online Order |Reservations |Delivery 
www.bangkokwestthaicuisine.com

2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica 
(310) 453-3341

WILLIAM T. DAWSON, Parishioner

Residential/Income
Commercial Property
Property Management

msmu.edu/rst
For more information:

New SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

1 class per semester, 6 classes total. 

Rooted in the spiritual traditions of Ignatius 

of Loyola and Francis de Sales. 
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NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

The Old House
Wiring Specialist!
818.533.1975

Lic 600983
Local

Parishioner $25
OFF

Enjoy two wine tasting flights for 
the price of one when you
visit our tasting room and

say the code “ST. MONICA”!
Pali Wine Co.
Arts District

811 Traction Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90013

2 FOR 1

SPECIAL!

2226 Wilshire
(310) 829-5303 • www.obriensla.com

www.xaviercpa.com
818-530-1091

PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEY
Auto/Bike/Truck/Bus/Trip and Fall Accidents

Robert L. Lemle, Esq.
No Recovery No Fee

Call for a free 
Consultation

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Millions Recovered for Victims & Families

11845 W. OLYMPIC BLVD., STE. 1000 • LOS ANGELES 

FINDING A NEW DENTIST IS TOUGH!!! (BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give you a
copy of your x-rays at no charge.

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT
• Nitrous Oxide Available • No interest payment plans
• Emergencies can be seen today
• Our dentist & staff are easy to talk to
• Invisalign  • Periodontist on Staff • Oral Surgeon on staff
• Zoom bleaching • Cosmetics & Implants • and more

1260 15th St. Ste. #703 • (310) 736-2591 • www.alanrubensteindds.com

TRY OUR NO
OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

FOR NEW PATIENTS

INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO
OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

CA Lic# 767487

22825 Lockness Avenue • Torrance, CA
310.325.1155 • www.bardenelectric.com

Proud to Light the Way for St. Monica’s Future!

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT YOU

CAN TRUST!
Over 50 years - 2 Generations

310-453-1172

www.molloyres.com

Est. 1962 • DRE License #00921008

Brookdale Santa Monica Gardens
Assisted Living
(310) 393-2260

Bringing New Life to Senior Living® brookdale.com

©2019 Brookdale Senior Living Inc. All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and 
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.281099  CBZ

Brookdale Ocean House
Assisted Living
(310) 399-3227

There’s a lot to love here.

Come see for yourself.
Call to schedule a tour and complimentary meal.

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

JUAN R. MORALES JR.
REALTOR® - DRE #02078173, BROKER - DRE #01854035

626-488-2946
Juan.Morales@kw.com • www.Juan-Morales.kw.com

2370 Hawthorne Blvd., #100 • Torrance, CA 90505
**10% of proceeds are directly donated to Walk With Sally Cancer Foundation.
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Joyce Khoury
Medicare Insurance Specialist

Parishioner
Contact me with all your

medicare questions!

310.383.6452  www.medicarecoach101.com

License #959768

HARDWOOD x CARPET x TILE x STONE x REPAIR
CLEANING x HARDWOOD & STONE CLEANING,

RESTORATION & REPAIR

WIDE SELECTION x ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS
FAMILY OPERATED

ELITE
FLOORCOVERING

ELITE
FLOORCOVERING

LILIA & ROBERT MOLINAR
PARISHIONERS

WWW.ELITEFLOORINGSOLUTIONS.COM

Nazareth House
Los Angeles

Assisted Living Community
Serving Seniors Since 1935

3333 Manning Ave. • Los Angeles, CA 90404
Carol Kashima - Director of Sales and Marketing

 Main 310 839-2361 • Cell 310 733-8378
www.nazarethhousela.org    RCFE #191600500 424-323-3395

• SENIOR CAREGIVING SERVICES

• EXERCISES • LAUNDRY

• TRANSPORTATION • CERTIFIED HCA • CPR

KristieJosCareGiving.com

COMFORT AND CARE LLC

State Licensed
Bonded • Insured

When it comes to looking for a 
realtor, Gary is among the best 
of the best.

GARY LIMJAP

T: (310) 430-0818
garylimjap.com | garylimjap@gmail.com
CALBRE #: 00927151

WESTSIDE LA REALTOR

	33+ years of experience
	1,800+ transactions
	Respected among his peers

Moving to Arizona?
Kimberly
Klaus, REALTOR®
Selling or Buying a House? 
Call Kimberly Klaus! 

480-797-1015 
KimberlyKlaus@westusa.com
KimberlyKlausAZ.com
Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Arizona

NANCY REYS President/Owner
310.408.8608
Email: Nancy@AmityInHomeCare.com
www.AmityInHomeCare.com

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Law Firm of Condon & Condon
JEFFREY L. CONDON
FREE CONSULTATION

• Living Trust • Probate
• Trust Administration

(310) 393-0701
www.CondonAndCondon.net
3435 Ocean Park Blvd.
Suite 108, Santa Monica
jeff@condonandcondon.net

Deli-Restaurant
1832 Wilshire Blvd., S.M.

Open 7 Days from 7A.M.
310-829-5443

fromin’sfromin s‘ 1234 7th St.-Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 395-5778
SeeWhatYouMiss.com

Dr. Lynn W. Kurata - OD, FAAO, Parishioner
OPTOMETRIST

Full Service Eye Exams • Glasses & Contact Lenses
Low Vision Services

Specializing in techniques to assist those with reduced vision
from glaucoma, macular degeneration, diabetes and

other diseases of the eye to maximize their existing vision. 

Carolyn LoBuglio
Real Estate Broker, M.B.A.

310-780-1529
carolynlobuglio@gmail.com

Cal DRE# 01925815
Parishioner

A referral from you is the highest compliment I can receive!

GATES, KINGSLEY & GATES MOELLER MURPHY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SANTA MONICA, CA   310.395.9988
www.gkgmm.com   FD 2336

Proudly Serving the Santa Monica Catholic Community

Now open at our new location

Tops in Transfer for
28 Straight Years
#1 Job Trainer   #1 Financial Aid Support   #1 World-Class Faculty   

Visit smc.edu

Wood Floors - Vinyl Planking - Vinyl Tile
Laminate - Carpet - Custom Area Rugs

Serving St. Monica Parish for over 20 Years
(310) 636-8144 • www.carpetstoreculvercityca.com
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Parish Office
(310) 566-1500
info@stmonica.net

Administration
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson, Pastor
 (310) 566-1503
Rev. Prosper Hedagbui, Assoc. Pastor
 (310) 566-1571
Rev. Ian Hagan, Assoc. Pastor
 (310) 566-1505
Delis Alejandro, Pastoral Associate
 (310) 566-1530
Felipe Sanchez, Dir. Administration
 (310) 566-1502
Suzette Sornborger, Pastoral Associate
 (310) 566-1541
Merrick Siebenaler, Dir. Development 

& Strategic Communications
 (310) 566-1514
Dale Sieverding, sld, Dir. Worship
 (310) 566-1520

Advertising in the Bulletin
Kjirsten Finnegan (402) 312-9955
Adult Ed. & Enrichment
Suzette Sornborger, (310) 566-1541
Altar Server Ministry
Lynda Auer, (310) 392-7026
Archdiocese of Los Angeles
(213) 637-7000
Annulments
Fr. Ian Hagan, (310) 566-1505
Baptism
Dorothy Butcher, (310) 566-1523
Bereavement
Christine Gerety, (310) 566-1531

Boutique
Nancy Sharpe, (310) 451-9598
Bulletin
Loreena Garcia, (310) 566-1519
Capital Campaign
Brendan Harper, (310) 566-1513
Communications & Development
 Coordinator
Loreena Garcia, (310) 566-1519
Confirmation (Adult)
Suzette Sornborger, (310) 566-1541
Confirmation (Teen)
Suzette Sornborger, (310) 566-1541
Controller, Parish & Schools
Michael Hampel, (310) 566-1534
Early Childhood Faith Formation
Suzette Sornborger, (310) 566-1541
Elementary School
Dr. Neil Quinly, Principal
 (310) 451-9801
Eucharist to Hospital / Homes
Christine Gerety, (310) 566-1531
Facility Reservations
Mark Neal, (310) 566-1555
Funerals
Gary Denk, (310) 566-1558
Gay & Lesbian Outreach (GLO)
Delis Alejandro, (310) 566-1530
High School
James Spellman, Principal
 (310) 394-3701
Holy Grounds at St. Monica
Geo Gonzalez, (310) 566-1508
Hospitality
Damon Skinner, (310) 913-4577
Liturgy & Worship
Dale Sieverding, sld, (310) 566-1520

Lost & Found
Parish OV  ce, (310) 566-1500
Marriage Preparation
Fr. Ian Hagan, (310) 566-1505
Music Ministry
JeX rey Bonilla, (310) 566-1521
Parish Council
Luke Tabit, (310) 566-1500
Peace & Justice
Delis Alejandro, (310) 566-1530
Christine Gerety, (310) 566-1531
Primetime (Adults 50 & over )
Delis Alejandro, (310) 566-1530
RCIA
Suzette Sornborger, (310) 566-1541
Senior Adult Ministry
Christine Gerety, (310) 566-1531
Marcus Johnson, (310) 566-1532
Separated & Divorced (Phoenix)
 (310) 566-1530
Stephen Ministry
 (310) 566-1575
Stewardship & Development
Merrick Siebenaler, (310) 566-1514
TTF (Adults, 35-49)
Christine Gerety, (310) 566-1531
Vocations
Fr. Ian Hagan, (310) 566-1505
Weddings
Dorothy Butcher, (310) 566-1523
Welcome Home Hotline
(310) 566-1588
YMA (Young Adults, 20s & 30s)
Delis Alejandro, (310) 566-1530
Youth Faith Formation
Suzette Sornborger, (310) 566-1541

BEYOND THE PARISH

RACHEL'S VINEYAND RETREAT 
WEEKEND
Jan. 17-19. Duarte, CA.
Rachel's Vineyard reteat is for men 
and women struggling with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of 
abortion. { e retreat is designed 
to help participants work through 
repressed grief and anger in a safe, 
non-judgemental setting and come 
to acceptance, healing, and hope 
for the future. Developed in the 
Roman Catholic Tradition, it utilized 
spiritual exercises and rituals to help 
grieve the loss of unborn children 
and to accept God' forgiveness. All 
inquiries and registrations are kept 
con~ dential. For more information, 
leave a message: (323) 577-5693 or 
rachelsvineyard.org .  

GROWING THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN SANTA MONICA
{ e three Catholic parishes in Santa Monica,
St.  Monica, St.  Clement Catholic Church, 
and St.  Anne Catholic Church and Shrine, 
have formed a Tri-Parish council with seven 
action committees. Our purpose is to share 
resources, learn from each other, and become 
a uni~ ed Catholic voice and presence in the 
city of Santa Monica.

St. Anne is located at 2017 Colorado Avenue. 
St. Clement is located at 3102 3rd Street.
For more information about the Tri-
Parish community and ways that you can 
get involved contact Cesar Marquez at 
TriParishSM@gmail.com or (310) 890-
8703, or go to smtriparish.org .

St. Anne Church and Shrine  +  St. Clement Catholic Church  +  St. Monica Catholic CommunityThe Catholic Parishes of the City of Santa Monica




